The Evangelist

Sunday, May 22, 2022

A Note from
Father Kevin
I am filled with a deep and profound
sense of gratitude to all of you and to so
many others who celebrated our new
ministry together on May 12. There were
so many who participated in the hard
work of preparing the Nave, the Guild
Hall, the property, the Rectory, and so
many other parts of our celebration that
made the evening such a memorable
time of joy.
I would like to thank our wardens,
vestry, acolytes, presenters, and all who
worked behind the scenes. A special
thank you to such a large group of
friends who came from Ohio and
Michigan to join us and to be part of
rejoicing in what God has done.
We were so thankful for the hospitality
and wonderful meal we all shared at the
Deck organized by Lee Abney. Thank
you to Father Jason Prati (Rector, All Saints, New Albany, OH) and Father Seth Wymer (Rector,
Saint Johns, Lancaster, and St. Paul’s, Logan, OH) who preached and served as our deacon.
Thank you to Father Jim Pashturro from Ann Arbor, Mich., and Fr. Tom Ferguson, from
Sandwich, Mass., who came to be with us, and all my sister and brother clergy from the Diocese
of Rhode Island.
There are truly no words to convey the love that was bestowed on us by so many. I also want to
thank Peter Berton, our Minister of Music, and our Choir, who absolutely ushered in the presence
of God through astounding music.
Lastly, I would like to thank Bishop Knisely for his confidence, faith, and support through the
entire transition process that was started over a year ago. Most importantly, I am thankful for the
support of my wife and sons, who have walked this journey with me in both good times and
challenging times; I am most blessed.

As I reflect on the overwhelming demonstration of love and joy we feel, I realize that at the center
of that thanksgiving is the presence of Christ Jesus. The Holy Spirit is with us and I realize that
what brings us together is our common love of Christ through our sacramental life. The Greek
word for Thanksgiving is eucharisteo, from where you might guess we get the word, Eucharist.
May we celebrate the precious Body and Blood of Christ for years to come with joy and
thanksgiving. My prayer is that together, we can be filled with the love of Christ and live out our
commitments to Jesus with joy, excitement, and thanksgiving. May God bless our work together,
may we grow in love and peace, and be prepared to do the work of an evangelist through our
worship inside of Saint John the Evangelist throughout the community. Rejoice in the Lord
always, and again, I say REJOICE!
In Christ,
Father Kevin D. Beesley
XV Rector

frkevin@saintjohns-newport.org.

The Sixth Sunday of Easter
Low Mass
8 a.m.
High Mass
10 a.m.
(Bulletins are available in Church.)

Download the Booklet

Watch on Facebook
Watch on Website

'The Chosen' Series Continues

All are warmly invited to gather in the Guild Hall on Wednesday nights at 6 p.m. for a viewing of
'The Chosen," a multi-season TV series about the life of Christ. Discussion and a light supper
provided.
Our next evening will be Wednesday, May 25, from 6 to 8 p.m., with dinner hosts Alex Littlefield
& Ron Foberg.
Volunteer hosts are as follows. Any of the hosts may elect to specify that their night will be
potluck, with attendees contributing to the meal. Please be in touch with Melissa at
cliffcottage@gmail.com or 401-847-2512 if you would like to help volunteer or contribute, or
with any questions.
May 25 -- Alex Littlefield & Ron Foberg
June 1 -- Bill Therrien
June 8 -- Melissa Bostrom & Gert Patenaude
June 15 -- the Bertons
June 22 --Bill Martin & Tom Hockaday
June 29 -- Karen McGee

Candlelight Concert of Remembrance - May 22

On Sunday, May 22, at 4 p.m., the Professional Choristers of The Choir School of Newport
County, the St. John’s Adult Choir, members of Trinity Church Choir, members of The Newport
Navy Choristers, Newport String Project and orchestra will combine for our fourth annual
Candlelight Concert of Remembrance, sung in commemoration of Memorial Day (rescheduled
from Veterans Day 2021, due to Covid restrictions).

Works performed will include Requiem by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, For the Fallen by Douglas
Guest, written for the Choir of Westminster Abbey; Ubi Caritas by Ola Gjeilo, the Navy Hymn,
and Let peace then still the strife by Mack Wilberg, composer and conductor of the Mormon
Tabernacle Choir.
Admission $15/$10 available at the door. Reception following.
Thanks to generous underwriting of the concert expenses by St. John's Friends of Music donors
and the concert series of Trinity Church, 100% of the admissions income from this event will go
to assist the humanitarian crisis in Ukraine through Episcopal Relief and Development.

Serving This Sunday

From the Samaritans

Happy Spring to all!
The Samaritans continue to keep busy writing notes to and reaching out to those within our
community. The Samaritans delivered treats and notes for Easter and tulips for Mother’s Day.
May is a 5th Sunday month, when donations of grocery cards, Walmart, CVS, Dollar Store and
non perishable items would be so appreciated. These will be disseminated to various agencies
and families within our community and parish.
The Samaritans of St. John's continue to expand our circle of impact as needs across our
community grow exponentially due to a variety of causes beyond our control. We have a target
list of several agencies that we are working with to help fill in gaps of need and are looking for
more ways to help.
Please note, the Samaritans pride themselves on transparency and we submit a summary report
to the Vestry and within the context of the Evangelist (just not as detailed).
Be on the lookout for our next brochure! It will have lots of new info to keep you all in the loop.
Fondly with love,
The Samaritans of St. John's
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