The Evangelist
A Note from
Father Kevin
During Eastertide, it is not unusual for
our minds to consider what eternal life is
and how the resurrection of Christ
promises eternal life to those who
believe. What will it be like? What is
really going to happen? I remember
when I was a small boy of maybe 8 or 9
years old, I was with my father who was
doing some work in the church he was
pastoring in White Plains, NY. I
remember being very serious and
looking at my dad and asking if there
was going to be Disney World in
heaven. My father smiled ever so
slightly and said, “If you need Disney
World in heaven to be happy, it will be
there”.
I’m not sure if Disney World will be in
heaven, but the essence of what my
father told me is true. Heaven is a place
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where there is the absence of sorrow,
the absence of pain. Think about that for
a moment. No pain. Not just emotional
pain, but physical pain too. No disease,
no cancer, no diabetes, no heart
disease, no mental health struggles,
none of it.
It is a place where Paul writes in
Philippians 3, “He will take our weak
mortal bodies and change them into
glorious bodies like his own. …” What
was his own body like? If you recall
from the past couple of Sunday
sermons, we have heard about Christ
following the resurrection where he
moved, was seen, ate food, even
cooked for the disciples, and yet was
not held captive by time and space. He
appeared to the disciples with “peace
be with you” from inside a locked house.
So we know that our bodies will be
recognizable, physical, and yet beyond
the limits of this world.
We will know each other and recognize
one another. This is part of the hope we
have in knowing that when a loved one
receives their eternal reward, it is truly
not goodbye but a temporary separation. In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus told the disciples, “I tell
you; I will never again drink of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new with you in
my Father’s kingdom” (Matthew 26:29). We will once again be reunited with those family
members and friends who are with us spiritually every time, we celebrate Holy Eucharist. Only
this time, it will be not only spiritually but once again in a new reality.
As we consider the resurrection, let us be reminded that it is not only the miracle of the
resurrection of Christ, but it was through his resurrection that we all can live after this life in
eternity. An eternity that is filled with joy. A joy that is indescribable. A level of joy that we can
only hope to obtain a small glimpse of in this life. As the old song written by Jim Hill says, “What
a day that will be when my Jesus I shall see. When I look upon his face, the one who saved me
by his grace. When he takes me by the hand and leads me through the promised land. What a
day, glorious day that will be”. Rejoice in the Lord always, and again, I say rejoice!
In Christ,
Father Kevin D. Beesley
Priest in Charge

frkevin@saintjohns-newport.org.

Image is a closeup portrait by Toby Hudson of the stained glass at St John the Baptist's Anglican
Church, Ashfield, New South Wales, by Alfred Handel. Source:
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:StJohnsAshfield_StainedGlass_GoodShepherd_Portrait.jpg

The Fourth Sunday of Easter
Low Mass
8 a.m.
High Mass
10 a.m.
(Bulletins are available in Church.)

Download the Booklet

Watch on Facebook
Watch on Website

You're Invited!

Announcements

Father Kevin will be out of the office this week preparing for the installation on Thursday with his
guests.
There will not be Tuesday Mass or Formation on Wednesday night this week.
All are invited to join us at 6:30 p.m. this Thursday, May 12 th for the Celebration of New Ministry
with a reception to follow. Please let us know if you can join us for this special event in the
history of Saint John’s!
Special thank you to Tom Hockaday and Bill Martin for their generosity and care in providing for
the waxing of the Nave floors. They look beautiful!
We are excited to celebrate the sacrament of baptism with Adrienne Kreuger on Sunday, May
15 th at the 10 a.m. Mass. A special coffee hour to follow! Please support this special day for
Adrienne!

'The Chosen' Series Continues

Our Wednesday evenings, our Lenten series "The Chosen" returns for Eastertide. All are warmly
invited to gather in the Guild Hall on Wednesday nights at 6 p.m. for a viewing of 'The Chosen,"
a multi-season TV series about the life of Christ. Discussion and a light supper provided.
Our next evening will be Wednesday, May 18, from 6 to 8 p.m., with dinner hosts Father Kevin &
Erin.
Volunteer hosts are as follows. Any of the hosts may elect to specify that their night will be
potluck, with attendees contributing to the meal. Please be in touch with Melissa at
cliffcottage@gmail.com or 401-847-2512 if you would like to help volunteer or contribute, or
with any questions.
May 11 -- NO MEETING
May 18 -- Erin & Fr Kevin
May 25 -- Alex Littlefield & Ron Foberg
June 1 -- Bill Therrien
June 8 -- Melissa Bostrom & Gert Patenaude
June 15 -- the Bertons
June 22 --Bill Martin & Tom Hockaday
June 29 -- Karen McGee
PLEASE NOTE: on Wednesday, May 11, there will be no series in the hall, as the parish
prepares for the Institution of Fr. Kevin Beesley as XV Rector of St. John's (above).

Candlelight Concert of Remembrance - May 22

On Sunday, May 22, at 4 p.m., the Professional Choristers of The Choir School of Newport
County, the St. John’s Adult Choir, members of Trinity Church Choir, members of The Newport
Navy Choristers, Newport String Project and orchestra will combine for our fourth annual
Candlelight Concert of Remembrance, sung in commemoration of Memorial Day (rescheduled
from Veterans Day 2021, due to Covid restrictions).
Works performed will include Requiem by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, For the Fallen by Douglas
Guest, written for the Choir of Westminster Abbey; Ubi Caritas by Ola Gjeilo, the Navy Hymn,
and Let peace then still the strife by Mack Wilberg, composer and conductor of the Mormon
Tabernacle Choir.
Admission $15/$10 available at the door. Reception following.
Thanks to generous underwriting of the concert expenses by St. John's Friends of Music donors
and the concert series of Trinity Church, 100% of the admissions income from this event will go
to assist the humanitarian crisis in Ukraine through Episcopal Relief and Development.
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