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Welcome to St. John the Evangelist!
We’re ready for you at Saint John’s. At the heart of our common life is the worship of God in the beauty of
holiness, drawing from a deep well of ancient spiritual practices whose purpose is to engage all of the senses in
drawing our hearts, souls, and minds toward God. We worship so that we might grow in the love of God, and
through the joy we find in our life in Christ, to share this new life with the world around us.
We’re ready for families at Saint John’s. Through our chorister program for girls and boys, we are equipping
young people for lives of character and service. We’re attentive to the needs of parents and children who are
looking for something meaningful and formative, something our children can carry with them throughout their
lives.
Here you will see people from all walks of life, working and praying together. We do our best, with God’s help,
to bear each other’s burdens and to rejoice in each other’s giftedness as we care for each other.
And we’re always seeking ways to engage our community and the world in Christ’s name.
We’re ready for you at Saint John’s. Come and find out for yourself. We’re all on a journey together, as
companions moving into the future that God has in store for us.
About Anglo-Catholicism
St. John’s is a congregation of the Episcopal Diocese of Rhode Island, and from our very beginnings we had
our roots in the Anglo-Catholic revival. The following summary, adapted and edited with permission from the
website of St. Paul’s, Seattle, Washington, gives a good sense of what this particular tradition within the
Episcopal Church values.
As Anglo-Catholics, our ultimate worship experience is one in which we not only glimpse but enter into and
taste something of the beauty and mystery of God. The following are elements that exist in many AngloCatholic parishes:
Sacramental: An emphasis on the sacraments of Baptism, Eucharist, Holy Unction (anointing with oil for
healing), and Reconciliation (confession and absolution) as a part of the rhythm of a holy life.
Prayerful: Holiness of life is seen as a process in which we engage in prayer on a daily basis, and which expresses
itself in weekly and yearly cycles of prayer within the church. Anglo-Catholics make use of a variety of
devotional practices that assist them in prayer.
Surrounded by a Great Cloud of Witnesses: Anglo-Catholics believe in the reality of the Communion of
Saints. We believe that we have seen true sanctity in the lives of many women and men in the history of the
church, up to the present day. We especially honor the Virgin Mary, the mother of Jesus, as one whose life
witnessed to God’s grace.
Reverential, Expressed through Music, the Senses and the Body: Anglo-Catholics emphasize sharing the
divine life in a deeply reverent style of worship. We are drawn to liturgy that emphasizes adoration. We enter
into this adoration through listening to and singing beautiful music, chanting, the use of gesture and embodied
prayer (genuflection, bowing, crossing oneself) and the engagement of the senses (incense, baptismal water,
bells, beautiful vestments, etc.).
Committed to Beauty and Justice Together: Anglo-Catholics emphasize social justice out of a tradition that
makes a concrete connection between worshiping God in beauty and holiness, and working to manifest God’s
justice and mercy in the world. For Anglo-Catholics, beautiful liturgy leads us into a divine life that celebrates
the dignity of human beings. Out of this experience, our call is to work to create a world that acknowledges
and advances the dignity of all.
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Music Notes
Missa Zabriskie (2021) is a congregational Mass setting based on the hymn Sweet Sacrament Divine,

dedicated to The People of The Zabriskie Memorial Church of Saint John the Evangelist, Newport,
Rhode Island (Past, Present, and Future). The work was written for use in the transition to our 15th
Rector, after the eight-year tenure of the previous Rector who introduced Stanfield’s hymn to the
composer and congregation. Stanfield was an English priest who worked in London’s Roman Catholic
Archdiocese of Westminster. He published over a dozen devotional hymns including one set to a tune
written in about 1878 by Edward Elgar, another famous Roman Catholic composer. Stanfield’s father,
the prominent marine painter Clarkson Frederick Stanfield, was named for the slave trade abolitionist
Thomas Clarkson and was a friend of Charles Dickens. The devout Stanfields were known not just
for brilliance in their respective art-forms but also for their “personal simplicity and modesty.” The
organ part of the Gloria contains two hymns for Maundy Thursday: Pange Lingua and Ubi caritas. Missa
Zabriskie will be taught over the coming weeks so that we may sing it confidently when able to return
to full worship in person. It’s fun to say Missa Zabriskie out loud (try it), honoring the namesake
parishioner who caused our present building and organ to be built in 1894 at a time when a fledgling
nineteen-year old congregation in financial straits might have perished.
British-born Paul Halley was from 1977-1990 Organist and Choirmaster of the Cathedral of St. John
the Divine in New York City. He is winner of five Grammy awards for his contributions as a writer
and performer on recordings by the Paul Winter Consort, of which he was a member for eighteen
years. Since 2007 he has been Director of Music at St. George’s Anglican Church and at the University
of King’s College Chapel, in Halifax, Nova Scotia. In his Freedom Trilogy (1997), Halley integrates
elements from a diversity of styles. As we consider the contributions of abolitionist and missionary
Peter Quire in establishing the first church in this neighborhood, and celebrate today a new ministry
to guide his legacy, may we continue to delight in how ancient and new combine.
The organ played at this service is an electronic substitute for our real pipes, during the time the pipes
and mechanism of our 1894 Hook and Hastings organ have been removed for the first renovation in
128 years. The organ returns next year and you are invited to consider a gift towards this project, in
celebration of Fr. Kevin's ministry. Please see the inside back cover of this program, and our red
season program book, for more information on how to help, by sponsoring a key or pedal in honor
or in memory of a loved one.

Copyright Notices: Music graphics reproduced from The Hymnal 1982 are copyright The Church Pension
Fund, reproduced by permission of the Rite Song License of the Episcopal Diocese of Rhode Island. Missa
Zabriskie graphics ©2021 Peter Stoltzfus Berton. All other graphics are proprietary to St. John’s or in the
public domain. All rights reserved. Reproduced under One License, License #734228-A. Permission to
podcast/stream the music in this service obtained: One License, #734228-A.
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Prelude

The Mass setting today is Missa Zabriskie by Peter Stoltzfus Berton (born 1968).

Prelude and Fugue in C Major, BWV 545
Prelude on Divine Mysteries

Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)
Peter Stoltzfus Berton

The People stand at the sound of the bell.
Entrance Hymn

Lift High the Cross
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Presentation
The Bishop is seated at the top of the Chancel steps. The Wardens, standing before him with the Rector, say
Right Reverend Father in God: We have come together today to institute Kevin Dwayne Beesley, who
has been chosen to serve as the fifteenth rector of The Zabriskie Memorial Church of Saint John the
Evangelist. Prior to his election in February, he served as your Priest in Charge in this place. Hence
we can attest with confidence that he is well-qualified; and we affirm on behalf of the vestry that he
has been prayerfully and lawfully elected.
The Bishop reads the Letter of Institution, before addressing the Rector and People in turn.
Bishop

Kevin, do you, in the presence of this congregation, commit yourself to this new trust and
responsibility?

Rector

I do.

Bishop

Will you who witness this new beginning support and uphold Kevin in this ministry?

People

We will.

Bishop

Let us then offer our prayers to God for all his people, for this congregation, and for
Kevin, their rector.

The Bishop and People kneel. The Rector prostrates himself as the Cantor leads the Litany.
Litany for Ordinations
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Cantor
People
Cantor

For all members of thy Church in their vocation and ministry, that they may serve thee in a
true and godly life, we pray to thee, O Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.

People

For Nicholas, our Bishop, and for all bishops, priests, and deacons, that they may be filled
with thy love, may hunger for thy truth, and may thirst after righteousness, we pray to thee,
O Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.

Cantor
People

For Kevin, chosen priest in thy Church, we pray to thee, O Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.

Cantor

That he may faithfully fulfill the duties of this ministry, build up thy Church, and glorify thy
Name, we pray to thee, O Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.

People
Cantor
People

That by the indwelling of the Holy Spirit he may be sustained and encouraged to persevere
to the end, we pray to thee, O Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.

Cantor
People

For his family, that they may be adorned with all Christian virtues, we pray to thee. O Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.

Cantor

For all who fear God and believe in thee, Lord Christ, that our divisions may cease, and
that all may be one as thou and the Father are one, we pray to thee, O Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.

People
Cantor
People
Cantor
People
Cantor
People

For the mission of the Church, that in faithful witness she may preach the Gospel to the
ends of the earth, we pray to thee, O Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.
For those who do not yet believe, and for those who have lost their faith, that they may
receive the light of the Gospel, we pray to thee, O Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.
For the peace of the world, that a spirit of respect and forbearance may grow among
nations and peoples, we pray to thee, O Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.
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Cantor
People
Cantor
People
Cantor
People
Cantor
People
Cantor
People
Cantor
People
Cantor

For those in position of public trust, that they may serve justice and promote the dignity
and freedom of every person, we pray to thee, O Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.
For the blessing of all human labor, and for the right use of the riches of creation,
that the world may be free from poverty, famine, and disaster, we pray to thee, O Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.
For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, and all who suffer; for refugees, prisoners, and all
who are in danger; that they may be relieved and protected, we pray to thee, O Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.
For ourselves; for the  forgiveness of our sins, and for the grace of the Holy Spirit to
amend our lives, we pray to thee, O Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.
For all those who have  died in the communion of thy Church, and for those whose faith
is known to thee alone, that, with all the saints, they may have rest in that place where there
is no pain or grief, but life eternal, we pray to thee, O Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.
For the holy Church of God, that she may be filled with truth and love, and be found
without fault at the Day of thy Coming, we pray to thee, O Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.
Rejoicing in the fellowship of the ever-blessed and glorious Virgin Mary, blessed John the
Evangelist, and all the saints, let us command ourselves, and one another, and all our life to
Christ our God.

People

Most gracious Father, the giver of all good and perfect gifts, who of thy wise providence hast
appointed divers orders in thy Church; give thy grace, we beseech thee, to thy servant, to whom the
charge of this congregation is now committed; and so replenish him with the truth of thy doctrine,
and endue him with innocency of life, that he may faithfully serve before thee, to the glory of thy
great name, and the benefit of thy holy Church; through Jesus Christ, our only mediator and
redeemer.
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Kyrie
The People stand for the Kyrie and Gloria.
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The Gloria in excelsis
Celebrant

Glory be to God on high,
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Salutation
Bishop

People

Bishop

The Lord be with you

And with thy spirit. Let us pray.

Collect
The People may remain standing.
Everliving God, strengthen and sustain Kevin, that with patience and understanding he may love and
care for thy people; and grant that together they may follow Jesus Christ, offering to thee their gifts and
talents; through him who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost, one God, for ever and ever.

The People sit for the Lessons and the Psalm.
First Lesson

Joshua 1:7-9

Only be thou strong and very courageous, that thou mayest observe to do according to all the law,
which Moses my servant commanded thee: turn not from it to the right hand or to the left, that thou
mayest prosper whithersoever thou goest. This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but
thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is
written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success.
Have not I commanded thee? Be strong and of a good courage; be not afraid, neither be thou
dismayed: for the Lord thy God is with thee whithersoever thou goest.
Lector
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 133 & 134 (sung by the Choir)
Anglican Chant by Gerre Hancock (1934-2012) and John Andrew (1931-2014)
1. O how good and pleasant it is:
when brethren live together in unity!
2. It is like fine oil upon the head, that runs down unto the beard, upon the beard of Aaron:
and runs down upon the collar of his robe.
3. It is like the dew of Hermon, that falls upon the hills of Zion:
for there the Lord has ordained the blessing: life for evermore.
1. Behold now, bless the Lord, all you servants of the Lord,
you that stand by night in the house of the Lord.
2. Lift up your hands in the holy place and bless the Lord;
the Lord who made heaven and earth bless you out of Zion.
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Second Lesson

Ephesians 4:7, 11-16

But unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ. And he gave
some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; For the
perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: Till we all
come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the
measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ: That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to
and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness,
whereby they lie in wait to deceive; But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things,
which is the head, even Christ: From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by
that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part,
maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love.
Sequence Hymn

Come Labor On (stanzas 1-3)
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Holy Gospel
All standing and facing the Gospel, the Priest announces the Gospel, first singing
Priest

John 15:9-16

People

Priest
The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Saint John.

As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you: continue ye in my love. If ye keep my
commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my Father’s commandments, and abide
in his love. These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in you, and that your joy
might be full. This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as I have loved you. Greater love
hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends. Ye are my friends, if ye do
whatsoever I command you. Henceforth I call you not servants; for the servant knoweth not what his
lord doeth: but I have called you friends; for all things that I have heard of my Father I have made
known unto you. Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go
and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in
my name, he may give it you.
Priest
The Gospel of the Lord.

Sequence Hymn
Sermon

Come Labor On (stanzas 4-5)
Father Jason Prati, Rector
All Saints Episcopal Church
New Albany, Ohio
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Hymn

Tell Out My Soul

Induction
Representatives of the congregation and of the clergy of the diocese stand before the Bishop with the Rector.
Phyllis Procaccini
People

Kevin, accept this Bible, and be among us as one who proclaims the
Word.
Amen.

Bishop Knisely
People

Kevin, take this water, and help me baptize in obedience to our Lord.
Amen.

Mother Wager-Wells &
Father Watt
People

Kevin, receive this stole, and be among us as a pastor and priest.

Melissa Bostrom

Kevin, receive these devotional books, and be among us as a man of
prayer.
Amen.

People

Amen.
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Bill Therrien
People

Kevin, use this oil, and be among us as a healer and reconciler.
Amen.

The Warden may now present the keys of the church, saying
Cheryl Abney &
John Garagliano
People

Kevin, receive these keys, and let the doors of this place be open
to all people.
Amen.

Representative clergy of the diocese present the Constitution and Canons of this Church, saying
Canon Cleaver-Bartholomew
People
Faith Zabriskie
People

Kevin, obey these Canons, and be among us to share in the councils
of this diocese.
Amen.
Kevin, take this bread and this wine, and be among us to break the
Bread and bless the Cup.
Amen.

The Bishop then says

Kevin, let all these be signs of the ministry which is mine and yours
in this place.

People

Amen.

The new Minister may then kneel in the midst of the church, and may say
O Lord my God, I am not worthy that thou shouldest come under my roof; yet thou hast called thy servant
to stand in thy house, and to serve at thy holy altar. To thee and to thy service I devote myself, body, soul,
and spirit. Fill my memory with the record of thy mighty works; enlighten my understanding with the light
of thy Holy Ghost; and may all the wishes and desires of my heart and will center in what thou wouldest
have me to do. Make me an instrument of thy salvation for the people entrusted to my care, and grant that
I may faithfully administer thy holy Sacraments, and by my life and doctrine set forth thy true and lively
Word. Be ever with me in carrying out the duties of my ministry. In prayer, quicken my devotion; in praises,
heighten my love and gratitude; in preaching, give me readiness of thought and expression; and grant that,
by the clearness and brightness of thy holy Word, all the world may be drawn into thy blessed kingdom.
All this I ask for the sake of thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.
The People stand.
Peace
The Bishop then leads Fr. Kevin to the top of the chancel steps and invites the Rector’s family to join him there.
Bishop

Greet your new Rector and his family.

The Congregation expresses its approval. The Bishop greets the Rector and invites him to bid the Peace.
Rector
People

The Rector, Ministers, and People may then greet one another with joy in the name of the Lord, after which the People sit.
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Offertory Anthem

Freedom Trilogy

arr. Paul Halley (born 1952)

Kyrie eleison. Christe eleison. Kyrie eleison.
Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy. Lord have mercy.
– Missa de Angelis, 3rd century
Haleluya! Pelo tsa rona, di thabile kaofela. Ke Morena Jeso, ya re dumeletseng,
ya re dumeletseng ho tsamaisa evangedi.
Halleluya! We sing your praises, all our hearts are filled with gladness. Christ the Lord to us said:
I am wine, I am bread, I am wine, I am bread, give to all who thirst and hunger.
Siya hamb’ ekukhanyen’ kwenkos.
We are marching in the light of God.
– South African, 20th century
Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, that saved a child like me,
I once was lost, but now am found, was blind, but now I see.
– John Newton (1725-1807)
When the thurifer comes to the top of the chancel steps, the People stand to be censed and afterward remain standing.
Holy Communion
Bishop
People
Bishop

Pray, my brothers and sisters, that this, my sacrifice and yours, may be
acceptable to God the Father Almighty.
May the Lord receive this sacrifice at thy hands, to the praise and glory
of his Name, both to our benefit and that of all his holy Church.
Amen.

Sursum Corda

It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in all places, give thanks
unto thee, O Lord, Holy Father, Almighty, Everlasting God; because thou didst give Jesus Christ,
thine only Son, to be born for us; who, by the mighty power of the holy Ghost, was made very Man
of the substance of the Virgin Mary his mother; that we might be delivered from the bondage of sin,
and receive power to become thy children. Therefore, with Angels and Archangels, and with all the
company of heaven we laud and magnify thy glorious Name; evermore praising thee, and saying:
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Sanctus and Benedictus

Canon of the Mass
The People kneel. The Bishop continues
All glory be to thee, Almighty God, our heavenly Father, for that thou, of thy tender mercy, didst give
thine only Son Jesus Christ to suffer death upon the Cross for our redemption; who made there
(by his one oblation of himself once offered) a full, perfect, and sufficient sacrifice, oblation, and
satisfaction, for the sins of the whole world; and did institute, and in his holy Gospel command us to
continue, a perpetual memory of that his precious death and sacrifice, until his coming again:
For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took Bread; and when he had given thanks, he brake
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying,

“Take, eat, This is my body, which is given for you, do this in remembrance of me.”
Likewise, after supper, he took the Cup; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying,

“Drink ye all of this; for this is my Blood of the New Testament which is shed for you, and for
many, for the remission of sins; do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of me.”
Wherefore O Lord and heavenly Father, according to the institution of thy early beloved Son of our
Saviour Jesus Christ, we, thy humble servants, do celebrate and make here before thy Divine Majesty,
with these thy holy gifts, which we now offer unto thee, the memorial thy Son hath commanded us
to make; having in remembrance his blessed passion and precious death, his mighty resurrection and
glorious ascension; rendering unto thee most hearty thanks for the innumerable benefits procured
unto us by the same.
And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us; and, of thy almighty goodness,
vouchsafe to bless and sanctify, with thy Word and Holy Spirit, these thy gifts and creatures of bread
and wine; that we, receiving them according to thy Son our Saviour Jesus Christ’s holy institution, in
remembrance of his death and passion, may be partakers of his most blessed Body and Blood.
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And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness, mercifully to accept this, our sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving; most humbly beseeching thee to grant that, by the merits and death of thy Son Jesus
Christ, and through faith in his blood, we, and all thy whole Church, may obtain remission of our sins,
and all other benefits of his passion.
And here we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our souls and bodies, to be a reasonable,
holy, and living sacrifice unto thee; humbly beseeching thee, that we, and all other who shall be
partakers of this Holy Communion, may worthily receive the most precious Body and Blood of thy
Son Jesus Christ, be filled with thy grace and  heavenly benediction, and made one body with him,
that he may dwell in us, and we in him.
And although we are unworthy, through our manifold sins, to offer unto thee any sacrifice; yet we
beseech thee to accept this our bounden duty and service, not weighing our merits, but pardoning our
offences, through Jesus Christ our Lord; by whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the
Holy Ghost, all honour and glory be unto thee, O Father Almighty, world without end.

The Lord’s Prayer
Bishop

And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say:
Cantor

People
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The Fraction
The Bishop breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept. Then is sung

The Sacred Ministers kneel and the following may be prayed silently by all as the choir sings the Agnus Dei.
Prayer of Humble Access
We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, but in thy
manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under thy Table. But thou art
the same Lord, whose property is always to have mercy: Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy
dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that our sinful bodies may be made clean by his body, and our souls
washed through his most precious blood, and that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.
Following this prayer, the Sacred Ministers alone stand, and having communicated themselves, distribute communion
to those assisting at the Altar.

Agnus Dei
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Presentation & Invitation to Communion

The People come forward for Communion at the sound of the bell.
All baptized Christians are warmly invited to receive Communion. Please receive the host (bread) on the right palm of
the hand (supported underneath by the left palm), or directly on the tongue. To receive the cup, gently guide with your
hand the base of the chalice. To receive by intinction (that is, dipping), leave the host in your palm, and the minister
will pick it up, dip it in the cup, and place it on your tongue.
If you have not been baptized or are not receiving communion, please cross your arms over your chest for a blessing.
If you wish to inquire about baptism for yourself or your child, we would love to speak with you!
Communion anthem
I give to you a new commandment, a new commandment I give to you:
that you love one another as I have loved you.
Ubi caritas et amor, Deus ibi est.
Congregavit nos in unum Christi amor.
Exultemus et in ipso jucundemur.
Timeamus, et amemus Deum vivum.
Et ex corde diligamus nos sincero. Amen.

Where charity and love are, God is there.
Christ’s love has gathered us into one.
Let us rejoice and be glad in him.
Let us fear, and let us love the living God.
And may we love each other with a sincere heart.

Words: John 13:34-35, and Antiphon for the foot washing, Maundy Thursday
Music: Peter Nardone (born 1965)
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Communion Hymn

Taste and see
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Postcommunion Hymn

Let all Mortal Flesh Keep Silence
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Post-Communion Prayer
Bishop
Let us pray. Almighty Father,
People
We thank thee for feeding us with the holy food of the Body and Blood of thy Son,
and for uniting us through him in the fellowship of thy Holy Spirit. We thank thee for raising
up among us faithful servants for the ministry of thy Word and Sacraments. We pray that
Kevin may be to us an effective example in word and action, in love and patience, and in
holiness of life. Grant that we, with him, may serve thee now and always rejoice in thy glory;
through Jesus Christ thy Son our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.
The People remain kneeling for the blessing.
Pontifical Blessing
Bishop
People
Bishop
People
Bishop

Our help is in the Name of the Lord.
Who hath made heaven and earth
Blessed be the Name of the Lord.
From this time forth for evermore.
The blessing, mercy, and grace of God Almighty,  the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always.

People

Dismissal
The People stand.
Priest
People

Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.
Thanks be to God.
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Recessional Hymn

The Church’s one foundation
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Voluntary

Final from Organ Symphony No. 1

Louis Vierne (1870-1937)

All are warmly welcomed in the Guild Hall for our reception!
We offer special thanks to Peter Stoltzfus Berton, the Adult Choir of St. John’s, and the Professional Choristers of
the Choir School of Newport County for sharing their musical talents this evening.

 



About the Choir School
The Choir School of Newport County is an innovative ministry of the Zabriskie Memorial Church of
Saint John the Evangelist, Newport, for all of Newport County and beyond. Our mission is to form
lives of character and service through the joy and discipline of choral music. This is fostered by a
unified curriculum and the faculty resources of several participating institutions.
The ensembles of The Choir School give boys and girls a special opportunity for developing the values
of self-esteem, a positive attitude, respect, team spirit, discipline, and service to others. Making music
at the highest level, ultimately alongside adult singers, with professional, adult expectations, is the
vehicle for developing these gifts. Singers in intergenerational choirs gain experience and confidence
to meet many of the challenges of their future lives.
The Professional Choristers is a program of the Church of Saint John the Evangelist, and is an
auditioned choir for boys and girls, ages 7 and up. Choristers are paid a stipend for rehearsals, church
services, concerts, and other appearances.
How Can I Help?
Do you know someone who might benefit from a choir school education? Contact Peter Stoltzfus
Berton at petersberton@gmail.com or (401) 848-2562 for an audition, or visit thechoirschoolri.org.
And continue to support us with your presence, your resources, and your talents. You can make a
difference in the lives of young people that will carry them through adulthood, as well as foster a
choral arts program of unparalleled excellence in Newport County and all of Rhode Island. Above all,
tell someone about what you experienced this evening! It may be as simple as passing along this
booklet. Who knows? You might be making a difference in the life of a child and family, or planting
the seed of an idea with a donor that in time will bear fruit.
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About St. John the Evangelist
Saint John’s began meeting in the Third Street home of Peter and Harriet Quire 141 years ago, in
1875. Peter Quire had worked with the Quakers in Philadelphia on the Underground Railroad prior
to moving to the Point, a neighborhood first settled by the Quakers in the Colonial era. By the end of
1875, the congregation had built its first church, now used as our Guild Hall.
From its very beginning, many of the members were of modest means, though supported by the
generosity of some of Newport’s more famous residents, including the Astors and the Chanlers. The
church also had an early connection with the Naval War College, two of whose founders served on
the vestry. (Their portraits are in the narthex.)
In the 1890s, the church was in financial straits, and it
looked as if it might close, until Captain (later Admiral)
Alfred Thayer Mahan brought the plight of the young
church to the attention of his friend Sarah Titus
Zabriskie, who in 1893 donated $100,000 toward the
building of the Zabriskie Memorial Church in memory
of her late mother, Sarah Jane Zabriskie. The
cornerstone was laid in 1894 and the church was
consecrated in November of that year.
Peter Quire lived to see the consecration of the
Zabriskie Memorial Church. When he died several
years later, he left $419 in his will to St. John’s,
becoming the first member to make a bequest to the
young congregation.
In 1915, Sarah Morris Fish Webster commissioned
Ralph Adams Cram to design the Chapel of the Blessed
Sacrament, with its stunning wood-carved reredos
above the altar, in memory of her husband, Sydney
Webster. Durr Freedley, Curator of Decorative Arts at
the Metropolitan Museum in New York City, was
responsible for its decoration. Panels behind the altar were painted by Sister Mary Veronica of the
Order of Saint Mary, Peekskill, New York, and represent the Throne of God, with the Saints gathered
in adoration before Our Lord.
The church grew significantly in the early 20th century, and in 1922, St. John’s acquired Dennis House
as its rectory, which was built c. 1740, with an 1870s addition by Charles F. McKim, and Grafton
House, named for Bishop Charles Chapman Grafton, which was built in 1832 in the Greek Revival
style. The Sisters of the Holy Nativity, an order founded by Bishop Grafton of Fond du Lac, were in
residence for many years on the Point and taught Sunday School in Grafton House.
Our most recent endeavor has been to support the foundation of the Choir School of Newport
County, an after-school program for boys and girls. St. John’s and the Point have changed quite a bit
between Peter Quire and Peter Berton’s Choir, but one thing remains the same: our desire to worship
God and love our neighbors as Christ has loved us. This evening’s service is but one more way to
carry on the legacies of Peter Quire, Sarah Titus Zabriskie, and Sarah Morris Fish Webster as we
continue to gather and serve all sorts and conditions in the beauty of holiness.
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KEEP THE PIPES SINGING!
Thanks to the support of hundreds of individuals, since 2014 we have raised $563,000 of the $743,000
needed to restore our organ.

$180,000 yet to go! Below are the sponsors of specific keys or pedals at $200 each, with larger donors
noted. Please consider adding your name or loved one to this chart, to be installed in the completed
organ, in celebration of Fr. Kevin’s ministry. To learn more or to make a donation online:
saintjohns-newport.org/progress
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Clergy & Staff
Father Kevin D. Beesley, Rector
The Reverend Buck Close, Deacon
Mr. Peter Stoltzfus Berton, Minister of Music
Ms. Melanie Ventura, Parish Administrator & Bookkeeper
Mr. John Garnet Lord, Minister of Adult Christian Formation
Vestry
Mrs. Cheryl Abney, Senior Warden
Mr. John Garagliano, Junior Warden
Mrs. Ann Boyer, Clerk
Mr. Ed Carnes, Treasurer
Mr. John Garnet Lord
Mrs. Gertrude Patenaude
Mrs. Linda Nalle
Regular Services & Office Hours
Sunday: Low Mass at 8 a.m. & High Mass at 10 a.m.
Tuesday: Low Mass at 6 p.m.
Feast Days & Special Services as announced. Confessions by appointment.
Parish Office: Monday-Friday: 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
The Zabriskie Memorial Church of Saint John the Evangelist
Washington & Willow Streets
61 Poplar Street, Newport, RI 02840
Phone: 401-848-2561
Email: parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org
www.saintjohns-newport.org
The Choir School of Newport County
61 Poplar Street, Newport, RI 02840
Phone: 401-848-2562
Email: office@thechoirschoolri.org
www.thechoirschoolri.org
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