The Evangelist

Sunday, January 23, 2022

A Note From
Father Kevin
Dear Saint John’s,
I pray that you are all staying
warm and safe.
As we continue during this
season of Epiphany, we once
again find ourselves seeking
Jesus through ways that we
have not expected and not in
the manner that has been so
essential to our spiritual and
social lives.
There is no question that
COVID has once again
changed our plans, expectations, and our hopes for what Christmas and Epiphany would have
been like. Many have made the decision to refrain from participating in public worship for the
safety of their family and themselves. As I have said before, I respect those choices.
Recognizing the low attendance during Sunday Mass due to COVID, weather, and travel, I have
consulted with Vestry and have made the decision that beginning this Sunday (January 23 at
9:00 am) we will combine our 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. Mass to one Mass at 9:00 a.m.. This will
be a Low Mass with Music that will combine features from both the 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m.
Mass. Our plan is to continue with the 9:00 a.m. Mass through the rest of Epiphanytide and
return to the regular 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. Mass on March 6 for the First Sunday in Lent,
when the choir rejoins our worship.
We pray that this will be a time of preparation to return to a normal schedule as we prepare our
hearts during Lent for the joy of Resurrection on Easter. I know that we all have had months and
years of fatigue, anxiety, and a never-ending cycle of change. We have suffered loss in multiple
ways for what has become a period of years.
Yet, we can find hope and rejoice that there will be resurrection. We will be together again, we
will celebrate Eucharist with both the Precious Body and Blood of Christ again, and we will once
again rejoice with the company of our brothers and sisters in Christ.
Don’t lose hope, but take this time to reflect, respond to God’s call to be disciples, and prepare
for the beauty of new life. In person Mass is still available on Sundays at 9:00 a.m. and
Tuesdays at 6:00 p.m. and all are welcome with masks and social distancing in place.

I will be out of town beginning next Wednesday and will be back with you on February 3. We are
blessed to have Fr. Mead with us on Sunday, January 30 . Mass is canceled for Tuesday night,
February 1 while I am away. Keep the faith and rejoice in the Lord always! You all are in my
prayers and hold a special place in my heart.
In Christ,

Father Kevin Beesley
frkevin@saintjohns-newport.org

Please note
Schedule Change:
Sunday services are at
9 a.m. ONLY
until March 6

Call for Vestry
Are you sensing a call to be more involved in the life, governance, and function of Saint John’s?
We will have a vacant vestry position to be filled by the annual meeting to be held in February.
If you are interested in offering your name or would like to find out more, please contact
Fr. Kevin at frkevin@saintjohns-newport.org or our Senior Warden, Cheryl Abney,

at swarden@saintjohns-newport.org.

The Third Sunday After the Epiphany

The Third Sunday After the Epiphany

9:00 a.m.
Masks are required for all, regardless of vaccination status. The bulletin is available in church,
but if you would like to download a copy, please click the button below.
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