The Evangelist

Sunday, January 16, 2022

A Note From
Father Kevin
The Collect for Sunday
includes, “Grant that your
people, illumined by your
Word and Sacraments, may
shine with the radiance of
Christ’s glory, that he may be
known…”. At first glance, it
may seem like an impossible
goal. How can we ever shine
with the radiance of Christ’s
glory?
As we live our lives and take
this journey in being more like
Jesus, we are strengthened, encouraged, and challenged through Holy Scripture. When we
“feast” on the Word of God, we are reminded of the love God has for humanity and the
redemption story of the world. We are challenged to be witnesses of the resurrection as God has
been present in history and in our lives. We do this by prayer, study, and reflection through
worship such as the Daily Office, Mass, and personal devotions.
God reveals himself to us through the sacraments. “The outward sign of a divine inner work” that
God is active in our lives. The sacraments of the Church include the two great sacraments: Holy
Baptism and Eucharist. Additionally, we receive God’s grace through other sacraments such as
Confirmation, Confession, Matrimony, Holy Orders, and Unction. This reminds us of the
importance of being together.
During this time of COVID, churches across the county and the world have closed, engaged in
digital worship, and many of us have had to make the hard decision to refrain from attending
worship in person for our own safety and that of others. As we work through this pandemic that
has impacted all of us in so many ways, it is important that we do not become comfortable with
our current reality. The gathering of God’s people to receive Holy Eucharist is central to us being
fed by Christ that we may “shine with Christ’s glory”. For those who can’t worship with us, we are
working on forming our Eucharistic Visiting team to bring the Precious Body of Christ. Some have
made the decision to worship online until they are able to feel safe coming to public worship. We
deeply honor and respect that decision. Our prayer is that we will come out of this pandemic
soon and can rejoice when we all can gather, celebrate Christ together, and enjoy each other
fully as a community of faith.
Ultimately, within this spiritual journey that we are all travelling, we want to reflect Jesus. We
want to reflect Jesus in a way that is filled with inspiration of the Holy Spirit to allow the grace of

Christ to be present with us, to others, and through a life of faith. May we continue to work to be
more like Jesus, rejoice in His love and each other, and may we learn to be more like Him
through Word and Sacraments. Rejoice in the Lord always, and again, I say rejoice!
In Christ,

Father Kevin Beesley
frkevin@saintjohns-newport.org

commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:%22Christ_Bless_This_House%22_Chalk_Marking_on_the_West_Face_of_the_Church_of_St_Michael,_Welling

Bless This House
It is tradition that during the season of Epiphany, homes of the faithful are marked, or
chalked, with 20+C+M+B+22 which remembers the three kings, Caspar, Melchior, and
Balthazar, in between the year. In some traditions the letters are to signify “Christus
Mansionem Benedicat,” or, “May Christ bless this dwelling”. It is a sign to all that as the
wisemen sought Christ and the blessing of Christ to the world, the residents of the home
also seek Christ and pray for His blessing in 2022.
I would be honored to visit your home and pray a blessing while marking your home with
chalk that has been blessed. If you would like me to visit, please email me at
frkevin@saintjohns-newport.org or call the office at 401-848-2561 to schedule a visit.
May God bless you and your household in 2022!

The Second Sunday After the Epiphany

Ceiling fresco of the Church of Santa Maria dell'Ammiraglio, Palermo, Sicily, by Wilhelm Borremans,The Miracle at Cana, 1717, detail of photograph by Richard
Stracke, shared under Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike license.

We will celebrate The Second Sunday After the Epiphany this Sunday with Low Mass at 8 a.m.
and High Mass at 10 a.m. (also live-streamed) Masks are required for all, regardless of
vaccination status. The bulletin is available in church, but if you would like to download a copy,
please click the button below.
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Watch on Facebook
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Worship This Week

Please Make Your Pledge by Jan. 15
To those who have pledged,

2021
Stewardship
Campaign
Make Your
Pledge

Dear Friends in Christ,
Beginning in March 2020, our lives changed in
extraordinary ways. During the weeks and months
that have followed, we have realized that ultimately,
everything we do, all that we have, requires hearts of
thanksgiving for God’s love. The ministry of Saint
John’s is centered on the understanding that God is
love, and because God is love, we are mandated to
love others as we love ourselves completely.
Living with hearts of thanksgiving reminds us that
our financial support, in the form of a pledge to the
Operating Budget of Saint John the Evangelist, is an
essential component of our ability to carry out the
work of the church. The sacramental, musical,
outreach, social, and communal aspects of Saint
John’s that are so vital to our identity mirror our
sense of thanksgiving to the blessings that God has
given us. Because we are blessed, we desire to
bless others.
Our goal at Saint John’s is to be the neighborhood
parish that lives out our call with hearts of
thanksgiving and authentic relationships. We rejoice
in a sense of joy in our salvation through Christ
Jesus and a commitment to being thankful for the
traditions, history, and diversity that make Saint
John’s so special.
We remain confident in the assurance of God’s
abiding and steadfast love. Because of your
generous and faithful gifts, our church can keep
doing what love requires of us by nurturing life-giving,
joyful ministries both inside and outside our parish.
Nearly all members of Saint John the Evangelist
make an annual financial pledge. Some members
tithe, committing ten percent of their income to the
work and missions of our church. Others give
proportionally by committing another percentage. Still
others give as they are able. What is most important

is that everyone acts prayerfully in the form of a
financial pledge.
Most of you should have received a pledge letter and
card in the mail, along with a stamped envelope. But
if you would like to make your pledge online, you can
do so here. Pledge cards also are available at the
back of the Church.
Please join others in our congregation by making a
financial pledge by January 15, 2022.
If you have any questions or would like to further
discuss making a financial pledge, please don’t
hesitate to get in touch. Thank you for your
faithfulness and for acting with a heart of
thanksgiving.
Faithfully,

Fr. Kevin D. Beesley,
Priest in Charge,
St. John the Evangelist

Pledge
Envelopes
Remittance envelopes
for those who requested
them are at the back of
the Church with your
name on them. Please
contact Melanie in the
office with any
questions, at
parishoffice@
saintjohnsnewport.org
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