The Evangelist

Sunday, October 24, 2021

A Note From Father Kevin
Dear Saint John’s,
Amazing grace, how sweet the sound;
that saved a wretch like me. I once was
lost, but now I’m found, was blind, but
now I see. Those words have been sung
throughout the church for centuries and
has permeated almost every aspect of our
culture.
For the Christian and non-Christian, the
understanding of grace has pierced the
heart and has served as a reminder that
we were once blind to all that God has
and intends for us to be and live into while
at the same time recognizing our
dependence on God’s sweet grace to help
carry us through times of difficulty and
struggle.
In the Gospel this week we see the
beloved hymn Amazing Grace in action
through Bartimaeus. Even while unable to
see, he recognizes the presence of Jesus and asks Jesus that he would allow him to see.
Jesus heals Bartimaeus and the only information left is that he then followed Jesus. He
was able to see in a way that we all should desire. He saw Jesus not as a prophet, a
preacher, or a guru, but as the Messiah. The one who came as God incarnate was
recognized by Bartimaeus, who then followed Jesus and then was obedient to the words
of Christ in his life. What does it mean for us to see in 2021? My guess is that the need to
see in our world is no different than the need for Bartimaeus to see, not just physically, but
spiritually.
For us to see is for us to realize that we are not perfect, we have challenges, we have
struggles, we have non-normative aspects of our lives, and yet, Jesus is standing in front
of us with his arms open, asking us, “What do you want”? Do we want to see? Do we
really want to see the darkness that at times surrounds the world and the brokenness in
humanity?
Yet even in that darkness, God’s love bursts through and we are able to see his love,
grace, and light that bring a sense of hope that is greater than our pain, a joy that is
greater than our sorrow, and a message that is like a candle in a dark room that scatters

the darkness and allows others to see. As disciples of Jesus, like Bartimaeus, we are able
to see and bring hope because we have been touched by our creator to see all that God
has for us and humanity.
In Christ,

Fr. Kevin Beesley
frkevin@saintjohns-newport.org

Choir School News
Mozart in Miniature
On Tuesday, November 2 , at the 6:30 p.m.
All Souls Day service, the Choir School
choristers, St. John's Adult Choir, and
members of the choir of Trinity Church,
Newport will sing excerpts from Mozart's
Requiem in liturgical context, accompanied
by the two violins of the Newport String
Project, clarinet, and organ. This is a reduced
version of the complete Requiem we learned at choir camp, which
was to have been our fourth annual Candlelight Concert of
Remembrance on November 7 (as has been advertised by Trinity
Church's music series). For reasons of Covid restrictions governing
the orchestra at the time we needed to contract it, that concert has
been postponed until May.

Worship This
Week
Sunday
8:00 a.m.
Low Mass
10:00 a.m.
High Mass, also
live-streamed
Watch on Facebook
Watch on Website

Morning Bulletin

Messiah at the Mansion

Coming Sunday, December 12 , Handel's Messiah at Rosecliff!
Tickets go on sale at 10:00 a.m. this Monday, October 25 , for a
spectacular new holiday treat we hope will become an annual
tradition. Ten of our choristers and eight adult choir members join the
Brown University Chorus and Providence Baroque Orchestra of
period instruments. Read Newport Classical's press release here,
which includes a spectacular concert happening at Emmanuel
Church, and order tickets here. This concert is made possible
thanks to the generous support of The Choir School of Newport
County by Cynthia Sinclair.

Messiah Tickets

Organ Campaign Progress
Our historic 1894 Hook & Hastings pipe organ has been removed for
restoration. Check out our time-lapse movie of the organ's removal,
below, an astounding five-day process! We've come a long way, but
we still need to make it to our goal to bring the organ home!

Keep the Pipes
Singing

Tuesday
6:00 p.m.
Low Mass for the Feast of St.
Simon & St. Jude

Serving
This Week
Ushers at 8 a.m.:
John Garagliano
Walter Chase
Ushers at 10 a.m.:
John Lord
Duenna Karner
Lectors:
At 8 a.m.: *Lector needed
At 10 a.m.: Ann Boyer
Clergy:
Fr. Kevin Beesley
Acolytes: TBD
_________________________

Serving
Next Week
Ushers at 8 a.m.:
Walter Chase
Mary Lou Chase
Ushers at 10 a.m.:
Chris Schillaci
Chris Moe
Lectors:
At 8 a.m.: *Lector needed
At 10 a.m.: Lindsay Cohn
Clergy:
Fr. Kevin Beesley
Acolytes: TBD

Calendar

Saturday, October 23
5:30 p.m.
Choir School Dinner & A Movie
Night
Sunday, October 24
11:30 a.m.
Oktoberfest Parables
Monday, October 25
Noon
Special Vestry Meeting
(Budget)
Tuesday, October 26
6:00 p.m.
Low Mass for the Feast of
St. Simon & St. Jude

Events & Services

Feast of All Saints
Monday, November 1
6:00 p.m.

Requiem for All Souls
Tuesday, November 2
6:30 p.m.
Please send in your names for the Necrology by Wednesday, Oct. 27,
to parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org

Eucharistic Ministry Team
Sought
Receiving the body and blood of our
Lord during Holy Eucharist is at the
core of our faith and tradition. The
spiritual nourishment we receive and
the connection we experience with
God is central to our Christian life
and Discipleship.
For many of us, we experienced
what it is like not to be able to
receive this special gift from Christ during the height of the pandemic, and it wasn't good.
There are some, who for physical or other reasons are not able to join us in Mass on
Sunday yet are desperate to receive Communion.
I am asking you prayerfully to consider if God is calling you to serve as a member of the
Eucharistic Ministry Team. The goal is that once a month, you will bring Holy Eucharist to
a member of the parish who is unable to join us. I will hold classes in your preparation of
this valued ministry.
If you would like to know more, please email Father Kevin at frkevin@saintjohnsnewport.org or join me after Mass this Sunday for a brief meeting. Your ministry and
demonstration of love will be rewarded.

Fr. Kevin

Coffee Hour Host Sign-Up
If you’d like to sign up to host Coffee Hour after the 10’oclock Mass, please do so on the sign-up
sheet in the back of the church!
24 October ― Volunteer needed
31 October ― Volunteer needed
7 November ― David & Phyllis Procaccini
14 November ― Volunteer needed
21 November ― Volunteer needed

From the Samaritans

Greetings to all our Parishioners
and Friends!
October is a Fifth Sunday Food
Drive month -- the last one of
2021! We are asking that there
be a focus on gift cards - Aldi,
Shaw's, and Stop & Shop, to
help support food shopping for
the holiday meals.
With sincere gratitude and love,
The Samaritans
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