The Evangelist

Sunday, October 17, 2021

A Note From Father Kevin
Dear Saint John’s,
Be careful what you wish for. Chances
are, we have all heard that phrase, or
maybe we have said it ourselves or even
have had it said to us. James and John
are talking with Jesus and begin to “tell”
him what they want. I’m sure Jesus was
both a bit humored and just as shocked at
the suggestion. James and John tell Jesus
that when he enters into his glory, they
want to be at his right and left. Jesus
begins to tell them that they have no idea
what they are asking and ultimately, their
commitment to following Jesus will cost
them their lives. James was martyred in
Jerusalem, while John died of extreme old
age in Ephesus.
Jesus actually let them know what their
future was to hold. One would drink from
the chalice and the other would be
baptized in the same baptism of Christ.
James died a horrible death as a martyr, while John lived to an old age proclaiming the
Gospel with great faithfulness to his calling to proclaim the Gospel. The life of Saint
James was taken, while the life of Saint John was willingly given. While there are multiple
examples of attempts to kill Saint John, he survived and continued to do the work Jesus
gave him to do.
So what about us? This really comes down to a question of considering how our faith
forms our actions. When we are confirmed, we make a public promise that as a member
of a community of faith, we are saying that our relationship with Jesus matters.
It means that we cannot love Jesus enough. It means that we are committed to serving
Jesus in church and in our neighborhoods. So many have stepped up to help participate in
various ministries of the parish and in doing so, are making a sacrifice. New lectors,
acolytes, and altar guild team members are making a sacrifice in overcoming nerves,
sacrificing time, and serving with all your heart, soul, and mind.
Hopefully, none of us will have to be martyred like James. Yet, we have to wonder: Are we
living into our faith and baptismal covenants in such a way that our commitment to Jesus
is unmistakable? When we breathe our final breath, will our legacy be one of love and

action in the Kingdom of God? Do we really want to sit next to Jesus in glory? The
sacrifice on earth is nothing compared to the joy of eternity in the light of God’s
faithfulness. God’s gift of salvation, mercy and grace is free. Being a follower of Jesus is
not. It costs and is not always easy, and yet, the hope of eternity and hearing the words,
“Well done, thy good and faithful servant,” are the words we all wish to hear when we
enter into the arms of Jesus.
We cannot out-give, out-work, or out-love in light of what God has given us. What a
blessing it is to serve our Lord!
In Christ,

Fr. Kevin Beesley
frkevin@saintjohns-newport.org

Announcement
Dear Saint John’s,
We have been blessed over the last couple of years to have Kristin MacMannis serve as
our Director of Engagement and Sustainability. Her commitment helped to secure funding
for large capital campaigns, including repairs and maintenance to the Church, Rectory,
and our historic Hook & Hastings pipe organ. We appreciate her time in preparing for the
numerous events that have taken place. We have many partnerships and relationships
that have enhanced the spiritual and communal life of the parish, and for that we give
thanks.
As we realize the near completion of those goals, we recognize the financial challenges of
sustaining the position. The Vestry and I have made the difficult decision to close the
position. We are grateful to Kristin for all she has done for Saint John’s, and pray God’s
blessings on her and her family.
In Christ,
Father Kevin Beesley

Organ Campaign Progress
Our historic 1894 Hook & Hastings pipe organ has been removed for
restoration. Check out our time-lapse movie of the organ's removal,
below, an astounding five-day process! We've come a long way, but
we still need to make it to our goal to bring the organ home!

Keep the Pipes
Singing

Worship This
Week
Sunday

8:00 a.m.
Low Mass
10:00 a.m.
High Mass, also
live-streamed
Watch on Facebook
Watch on Website

Morning Bulletin

Serving
This Week
Ushers at 8 a.m.:
Dennis Dougherty
Walter Chase
Ushers at 10 a.m.:
Chris Moe
Chris Schillaci
Lectors:
At 8 a.m.: *Lector Needed
At 10 a.m.: Lindsay Cohn
Clergy:
Fr. Kevin Beesley
Acolytes: TBD
_________________________

Serving
Next Week
Ushers at 8 a.m.:
John Garagliano
Walter Chase
Ushers at 10 a.m.:
John Lord
Duenna Karner
Lectors:
At 8 a.m.: *Lector needed
At 10 a.m.: Ann Boyer
Clergy:
Fr. Kevin Beesley
Acolytes: TBD

Calendar

Sunday, October 17
11:30 a.m.
Oktoberfest Parables
Sunday, October 17
11:30 a.m.
Pop-Up Coffee Hour
Tuesday, October 19
6:00 p.m.
Low Mass for the Feast
of St. Luke
Tuesday, October 19
6:30 p.m.
Vestry Meeting
Saturday, October 23
5:30 p.m.
Choir School Dinner & A Movie
Night
Monday, October 25
Noon
Special Vestry Meeting
(Budget)

Eucharistic Ministry Team
Sought
Receiving the body and blood of our
Lord during Holy Eucharist is at the
core of our faith and tradition. The
spiritual nourishment we receive and
the connection we experience with
God is central to our Christian life
and Discipleship.
For many of us, we experienced
what it is like not to be able to
receive this special gift from Christ during the height of the pandemic, and it wasn't good.
There are some, who for physical or other reasons are not able to join us in Mass on
Sunday yet are desperate to receive Communion.
I am asking you prayerfully to consider if God is calling you to serve as a member of the
Eucharistic Ministry Team. The goal is that once a month, you will bring Holy Eucharist to
a member of the parish who is unable to join us. I will hold classes in your preparation of
this valued ministry.

If you would like to know more, please email Father Kevin at frkevin@saintjohnsnewport.org or join me after Mass this Sunday for a brief meeting. Your ministry and
demonstration of love will be rewarded.
Fr. Kevin

Pop-Up Coffee Hour!
When: Sunday, Oct. 17, after 10 o'clock Mass
Where: Guild Hall lounge
What: Coffee, cider, munchies (savory and sweet)
Who's invited? EVERYONE!
Drop in to sip, munch & chat; or grab something to take
to the parables study in the Guild Hall at 11:30.
Welcome back Coffee Hour!

From the Samaritans
Greetings to all our Parishioners
and Friends!
October is a Fifth Sunday Food
Drive month -- the last one of
2021! We are asking that there
be a focus on gift cards - Aldi,
Shaw's, and Stop & Shop, to
help support food shopping for
the holiday meals.
With sincere gratitude and love,
The Samaritans
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