The Evangelist

Sunday, January 9, 2022

A Note From Father
Kevin
Happy New Year! Chances are, by
the time you read this we have
received some snow and all around
us is covered in white. I’m asked
sometimes why I like snow so much.
There are lots of reasons but one of
them is that it reminds me of God’s
love and the possibility of new
beginnings. When it snows, we are
reminded of how we are covered in
God’s love and adoption as sons
and daughters through baptism.
This year, I am excited to see what
God has in store for us at Saint John’s. I look forward to the blessings, the struggles, and
everything in between that we will experience together. Just as the snow falls to remind us of
God’s grace, we begin a year together with new beginnings, some new goals, and some
refreshed commitments to being the Church that we have been called to be. One of the ways we
do this is by living lives of gratitude. I want to make sure that my first reflection for 2022 is
gratitude. I am thankful for each of you, for your commitment to the parish, for how you have
welcomed my family and I into your lives and the privilege of serving this community as priest;
Erin and I both have hearts filled with gratitude. Several of you offered Christmas cards, gifts,
and kind words as we celebrated our first Christmas together; thank you.
In the collect for this Sunday, we pray, “Grant that all who are baptized into his Name may keep
the covenant they have made…”. My prayer for us this year is that we ask the Holy Spirit to help
us live lives of thanksgiving with a fresh commitment to the baptismal covenant we have made
to God and the Church. One way is to give thanks for each other. I give thanks for you and for
God’s call to serve you. I pray that I am able to love you, to lead you, and to walk in light of
Christ as we labor together for his Kingdom.
In Christ,

Father Kevin Beesley
frkevin@saintjohns-newport.org

Please Make Your Pledge by Jan. 15
To those who have pledged,

2021
Stewardship
Campaign
Make Your
Pledge

Dear Friends in Christ,
Beginning in March 2020, our lives changed in
extraordinary ways. During the weeks and months
that have followed, we have realized that ultimately,
everything we do, all that we have, requires hearts of
thanksgiving for God’s love. The ministry of Saint
John’s is centered on the understanding that God is
love, and because God is love, we are mandated to
love others as we love ourselves completely.
Living with hearts of thanksgiving reminds us that
our financial support, in the form of a pledge to the
Operating Budget of Saint John the Evangelist, is an
essential component of our ability to carry out the
work of the church. The sacramental, musical,
outreach, social, and communal aspects of Saint
John’s that are so vital to our identity mirror our
sense of thanksgiving to the blessings that God has
given us. Because we are blessed, we desire to
bless others.
Our goal at Saint John’s is to be the neighborhood
parish that lives out our call with hearts of
thanksgiving and authentic relationships. We rejoice
in a sense of joy in our salvation through Christ
Jesus and a commitment to being thankful for the
traditions, history, and diversity that make Saint
John’s so special.
We remain confident in the assurance of God’s
abiding and steadfast love. Because of your
generous and faithful gifts, our church can keep
doing what love requires of us by nurturing life-giving,

joyful ministries both inside and outside our parish.
Nearly all members of Saint John the Evangelist
make an annual financial pledge. Some members
tithe, committing ten percent of their income to the
work and missions of our church. Others give
proportionally by committing another percentage. Still
others give as they are able. What is most important
is that everyone acts prayerfully in the form of a
financial pledge.
Most of you should have received a pledge letter and
card in the mail, along with a stamped envelope. But
if you would like to make your pledge online, you can
do so here. Pledge cards also are available at the
back of the Church.
Please join others in our congregation by making a
financial pledge by January 15, 2022.
If you have any questions or would like to further
discuss making a financial pledge, please don’t
hesitate to get in touch. Thank you for your
faithfulness and for acting with a heart of
thanksgiving.
Faithfully,

Fr. Kevin D. Beesley,
Priest in Charge,
St. John the Evangelist

Worship This
Week
Sunday
The First Sunday After the
Epiphany
8 a.m.
Low Mass
10 a.m.
High Mass, also
live-streamed

Messiah at the Mansion
On Sunday, December 12 , for Handel's Messiah at Rosecliff,
ten of our choristers and seven adult choir members joined the
Brown University Chorus
and Providence Baroque
Orchestra of period instruments.
This concert was made possible thanks to the generous support
of The Choir School of Newport County by Cynthia Sinclair.
Two sold-out performances introduced new audiences to The
Choir School and the 2021-2022 Program Book of future events.
Here are some more views of the day. A video of highlights will
be forthcoming.

Watch on Facebook
Watch on Website

Download the Bulletin

Tuesday
Low Mass for the Feast
of Aelred
6 p.m.

Serving on Sunday
Clergy
Fr. Kevin Beesley
Music Director
Peter Stoltzfus Berton
Altar Guild
Bill Therrien

8 a.m.
Ushers
Dennis Dougherty
(& Volunteer Needed)
Lector
Dennis Dougherty
Acolyte
John Garagliano

10 a.m.
Ushers
Duenna Karner
John Lord
Lector
Phyllis Procaccini
Acolytes
Bill Therrien, Br. Bill Weisert,
& Robert J. Regalbuto

Serving on Jan. 16
Clergy
Fr. Kevin Beesley
Music Director
Peter Stoltzfus Berton
Altar Guild
Bill Therrien

8 a.m.
Ushers
Mary Lou Chase
Samantha Garagliano
Lector
Gertrude Patenaude
Acolyte
John Garagliano

10 a.m.
Ushers
Chris Moe
Chris Schillaci
Lector
Jenn Berton

Organ Campaign

Acolytes
Bill Therrien, Br. Bill Weisert,
& Robert J. Regalbuto

Our historic 1894 Hook & Hastings pipe organ has been
removed for restoration. The campaign for funding its return is
still under way, and an update is visible here if you happen to
have a person for whom no other gift would be more delightful
than the naming of a key!

Keep the Pipes
Singing

Pledge
Envelopes
Remittance envelopes
for those who requested
them are at the back of
the Church with your
name on them. Please
contact Melanie in the
office with any
questions, at
parishoffice@
saintjohnsnewport.org

Spiritual Memoir Writing Workshop
This workshop will explore memories and reframe them from a larger spiritual perspective
through the writing process. Writing tools, techniques and examples will be provided to transform
a memory into a short essay. Cynthia Bassett has an MFA in writing from Vermont College and a
certificate in expressive and creative arts from Salve Regina University.
This 4-session workshop will be held online in Zoom sessions. You will be sent a link after you
register.
Wednesdays: 1/5, 1/12, 1/19, 1/26, (3:30-5:00)
or
Thursdays: 1/6, 1/13, 1/20, 1/27, (5:00-6:30)
Cost is $99.00
(10% discount for parishioners; please mention you are a parishioner when signing up)
Each workshop is limited to 12 participants.

All faiths and writing abilities welcome.
To register for one of the workshops or for additional information, please contact:
Cynthia Bassett, bassettcynthia@gmail.com.

Parish Calendar

Worship Details through Jan. 18
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