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We are ready for you at St. John's!
The Third Sunday of Easter
Low Mass at 8:00 a.m.
(In-Person Only)
High Mass at 10:00 a.m.
(In-Person & Live-Streamed)
Download the booklet here.
To attend in person:
Please check in for contact tracing here.
You can view on our Facebook page or on our website at saintjohnsnewport.org. Please note, the video only plays when we are actually streaming. If
you find that you cannot view the livestream on the website, the most reliable source
is Facebook, for which you do not need an account.
If you have trouble watching the live stream on our website: Try reloading the
page or refreshing your browser, which should clear the cache. Was that sentence
Greek to you? Then check out the simple instructions
at https://www.downing.nz/simple-steps-to-refresh-your-website-brower-cache/. If
all else fails, be in touch with a Millennial or other "digital native."
View our video archive on our YouTube channel. While on YouTube, subscribe to
the channel to get notifications when future videos are live or uploaded! It's easy: just
click on the "Subscribe" button.

Coffee Hour
Join us after the service at 11:30 a.m. for a Virtual Coffee Hour via Zoom. To
join, go to tinyurl.com/SJEVirtualCoffeeHour, which redirects automatically to
the long URL below, or click on that link. Then enter the password at bottom.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89623388521?
pwd=NnY2b09mSkpvb3haeVR3VHNvQW9YZz09
Meeting ID: 896 2338 8521
Passcode: Quire
How to reach Father Humphrey:
By phone: 401-500-0042
By email: rector@saintjohns-newport.org

By phone appointment: rector.youcanbook.me

A Letter from Father Humphrey
Dear People, Neighbors, and Friends of St. John's,
Here are some musings on getting shot.
Admittedly, I have what might politely be referred to as an "offbeat" sense
of humor. For instance, this past Wednesday, April 14, I posted on Facebook
that Anne and I "decided to mark the 156th anniversary of the day Abraham
Lincoln got shot by getting shots ourselves. We have now had our first dose
of the Pfizer vaccine. I urge everyone to get vaccinated as soon as possible.
A shot in the arm sure beats a hole in the head. Don't let COVID assassinate
you!"
Growing up, Abraham Lincoln was one of my personal heroes, so I don't
seriously regard his death as a laughing matter. But I do have what I hope is
a healthy appreciation for absurd coincidences. As they say, sometimes if
you don't laugh, you can only cry. And this pandemic has certainly brought
out the extremes of both pathos and bathos.

Aristotle famously defined tragedy as evoking "eleos kai phobos," "pity and
fear" or "fear and trembling." (Eleos is the same Greek word as in " Kyrie
eleison," "Lord, have mercy," which could also be translated as "Master,
pity us.") The hallmark of a true tragedy is our response whenever we hear
or see something, even secondhand, that inspires both horror and empathy, a
revulsion and fear that such a terrible thing might befall us or those we love,
and a sense of compassion for the tragedy's victims, often paired with a sese
of helplessness in the face of overwhelming evil.
Getting shot has also been on my mind this past week because of some items
in the news that will never be laughing matters. A friend in Texas posted on
Facebook this past week that his Kindergartener had a pediatrician's
appointment that day, but his kid wouldn't be seeing his regular doctor,
because back in late January after the appointment was made, the
pediatrician had been taken hostage at work and killed in a murder-suicide
by a complete stranger. Lord, have mercy.
And then this past week, a police officer, reportedly intending to draw her

taser (stun gun), drew her service revolver instead, allegedly discharging it
accidentally, killing a Black man in Minnesota, while the trial is underway
of Derek Chauvin, the police officer charged with the murder of George
Floyd. This other officer is now being charged with second degree
manslaughter. Christ, have mercy.
And just this morning, as I was walking out the door, I learned of yet
another mass shooting, this time at a FedEx facility in Indianapolis late last
night. Lord, have mercy.
Among all these tragic examples of getting shot, getting a shot of vaccine
has had a cathartic effect on me. That's one side effect I wasn't braced for (so
far, all I've had is a sore arm that doesn't even compare to the tetanus booster
shot I got a couple of years ago).
If you've ever had a tetanus shot, or any vaccine, for that matter, if you are
eligible, now is the time to do it, not only for your sake, but for all of us. I
recognize that sentence amounts to "fightin' words" to some, and if you
disagree, I can't do anything about it. Black lives matter, whether you like
the organization that's adopted that mantra or not, and this shot matters. I
pray for the day when no Black people are not shot by police (or anyone, for
that matter), none of us lives in fear of being randomly shot at work by some
deranged person armed to the teeth, and all people who are qualified to get a
shot (or two) of vaccine gets it. I have little patience, I have to admit, for
mustering arguments about any of these issues. As for the last one, it's not
(yet) something that I feel I need to carry into the pulpit beyond encouraging
announcements. It's not like I'm going to close off access to the church
unless you've been vaccinated (though I'm waiting for the inevitable news
story about the church that has done so -- -- or about one that has set up
separate services for vaccinated and unvaccinated folks).
At the very beginning of the FDA approval of these vaccinations for
emergency use, a person very dear to Anne and me asked Anne whether she
thought she should be vaccinated or not. This past week, Anne replied,
A long while ago you'd written to ask whether we intended to get
vaccinated and why. I never made time to reply, but I wanted to let
you know that Nathan and I got our first Pfizer shots at Newport
Hospital yesterday, with the second shots scheduled in three weeks.
It's true that there are risks, but we felt they were risks worth taking.

For one, neither of us wants to get Covid, and we are soon heading
to Toronto, a major metropolitan area that has a higher rate of Covid
than Newport. If we could get the kids vaccinated as well, we would,
both as a measure of protection for them and as part of what we can
do to end this dreadful pandemic. As soon as they are eligible, we
will likely take that step.
Our choices are so limited in their effect; what we do in our family
may not transform the world or matter on any large scale, especially
with vaccine access so limited elsewhere. But the choice to vaccinate
was made with our smaller communities in mind: the Point, St.
John's, Newport, family. We are stepping out in faith and hope and
science.
From what I've read over the years, human beings are notably
terrible at assessing risk, which is why, for example, we cling to the
idea that driving is safer than flying, when statistically it's not. Or
hold tight to the idea that guns in the home make us safer, when
statistics indicate the opposite. We tend to overlook the many
smaller risks, blinded as we are by the fear of the dramatic but rare.
I don't have a scar from the smallpox vaccine, nor do I fear that
deadly disease, thanks to those who risked getting vaccinated in the
name of eradicating the bigger threat. I am grateful to them, and to
scientists like Jonas Salk for his polio vaccine, and to the teams of
vaccinators who have worked to rid the world of any number of
awful but now preventable transmissible diseases. So we have cast
our lot in with them and are doing our own tiny part to try to end the
coronavirus pandemic. As I said to Nathan after getting our first
shots, if I were to die from some rare complication, I still wouldn't
regret having tried to prioritize health and the public good. But I
hope I have a good many years yet!!
At any rate, I'm sorry it has taken me so long to reply to your
question of several months ago. It's such a personal decision, but this
was our thinking, for whatever that's worth.
Blessings,
Anne
I couldn't have put it better myself, which is why I asked Anne for

permission to quote her. The sentence that stood out the most to me was,
"We are stepping out in faith and hope and science." When I first read that
sentence, the last word I expected to encounter at the end was science.
Rather, I expected Anne to end that sentence with love.
But sometimes, science and love amount to the same thing, in practice.
Yours in Christ's service,

N.J.A. Humphrey+
XIV Rector
P.S. I would love to hear from you. You can be in touch by email
at rector@saintjohns-newport.org, or, to make an appointment,
please visit rector.youcanbook.me.

The Third Sunday of Easter

The Third Sunday of Easter
Low Mass at 8:00 a.m.
(In-Person)
High Mass at 10:00 a.m.
(In-Person and Live-Streamed)
To attend in person, please check in here.
To view online, click here.

Download the booklet
(Programs will be available at the Church, but if you would like to
download your own to print or for online worship, please click above.)

Low Mass
Appointed Low Masses are held in the Chapel of the Blessed Sacrament at
5:45 p.m. following Evening Prayer at 5:30 p.m. To attend in person, please
check in here, or, to view it streamed on Facebook, click here. (You don't
need an account). Low Masses this month are the following:

Tuesday, April 27: Low Mass for
the Feast of St. Mark (left,
transferred from April 25).
Friday, April 30: Low Mass for the
Feast of St. Philip and St. James,
Apostles, Eve (above)

Easter Flowers

It's not too late to contribute! If you would like to give to the decoration of
the Church for Easter, you can give online here, choosing the "Flowers"
fund, or send your check to the office at St. John's Church, 61 Poplar St.,
Newport, RI 02840, Memo "Flowers."

Baptism, Confirmation, or Reception?

Mark your calendars for the 10 a.m. High Mass on Sunday, May 23, when
Bishop Knisely will be with us for Pentecost Sunday. At that time, Fr.
Humphrey will be the officiant at baptism, and Bp. Knisely will confirm and
receive into this Church any candidates who indicate their desire to be
presented to the Bishop.
Fr. Humphrey recently sent out emails to the eight or so potential adult
candidates and five potential youth candidates and is looking forward to
meeting with the adults individually and the youth as a group as soon as
possible.
For more information, please be in touch with Fr. Humphrey at
rector@saintjohns-newport.org.

Please Check In
We ask all those who enter the building for any reason whatsoever to
provide their contact information via our website so that we may be in touch

with you about any COVID-related concerns, and so that you can be in
touch with us, should you or someone close to you fall ill or test positive for
the coronavirus.
And in case you missed it, the state of Rhode Island also released an app,
CRUSH COVID RI, that aims to to make contact tracing easier.

Candle Dedications & Flowers

The Paschal Candle is given to the greater Glory of God
and in loving memory of Alma Mae Dempsey and
Theodora Ann Shaw, by Clinton R. Dempsey. May light
perpetual shine upon them.
The Sanctuary Lamp Candle above the High Altar has
been given to the greater Glory of God and in prayer for
Kate Dougherty.

To arrange to dedicate a candle on a particular date, please be in touch
with
the Parish Office at parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org.

Service Details
The Third Sunday of Easter
Low Mass at 8:00 a.m.
High Mass at 10:00 a.m.
Preacher: Fr. Humphrey

Download the booklet

Watch Online
We hope to see you after the Easter service at 11:30 a.m. for a
Virtual Coffee Hour via Zoom.
To join, go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89623388521?
pwd=NnY2b09mSkpvb3haeVR3VHNvQW9YZz09
Meeting ID: 896 2338 8521
Passcode: Quire
This week's intercessions

Support St. John's

You can support St. John's by donating today. No amount is too big or
too small. To donate, click here.
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