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We are ready for you at St. John's!
In-Person and Live-Streamed:
High Mass celebrating the Second Sunday of Easter at 10:00 a.m.
Download the booklet here.
To attend in person: Please check in for contact tracing here.
This is mandated by the state, thank you.
You can view on our Facebook page or on our website at saintjohnsnewport.org. Please note, the video only plays when we are actually streaming. If
you find that you cannot view the livestream on the website, the most reliable source
is Facebook, for which you do not need an account.
If you have trouble watching the live stream on our website: Try reloading the
page or refreshing your browser, which should clear the cache. Was that sentence
Greek to you? Then check out the simple instructions
at https://www.downing.nz/simple-steps-to-refresh-your-website-brower-cache/. If
all else fails, be in touch with a Millennial or other "digital native."
View our video archive on our YouTube channel. While on YouTube, subscribe to
the channel to get notifications when future videos are live or uploaded! It's easy: just
click on the "Subscribe" button.

Coffee Hour
Join us after the service at 11:30 a.m. for a Virtual Coffee Hour via Zoom. To
join, go to tinyurl.com/SJEVirtualCoffeeHour, which redirects automatically to
the long URL below, or click on that link. Then enter the password at bottom.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89623388521?
pwd=NnY2b09mSkpvb3haeVR3VHNvQW9YZz09
Meeting ID: 896 2338 8521
Passcode: Quire
How to reach Father Humphrey:
By phone: 401-500-0042
By email: rector@saintjohns-newport.org
By phone appointment: rector.youcanbook.me

A Letter from Father Humphrey

Dear People, Neighbors, and Friends of St. John's,
It is Friday in Easter Week, and I awoke this morning to the news that His
Royal Highness, The Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh, has died. This may
not be news of much consequence to Americans who are not Anglophiles.
But headed off in a few months as I am to serve in a country whose head of
state is Her Majesty The Queen, the death of her husband matters a little bit
more to me now than it would have a year ago. For I remember a Canadian
bishop telling me very early on that I would be required to pray for the
Queen and members of the Royal Family, asking God to "endue them with
thy Holy Spirit; enrich them with thy heavenly grace; prosper them with all
happiness; and bring them to thine everlasting kingdom," among other
things. It occurred to me that for over seventy of Prince Philip's ninety-nine
years (he would have turned 100 this coming tenth of June), people in the
British Commonwealth and all over the world have been praying daily for
his eternal salvation. Like all of us, he needed all the prayers he could get!
It is a humbling thing to be prayed for by so many people. Although I'm not
prayed for by name by very many people every day, it is a humbling thing to
know that I am being prayed for; and whether you are prayed for by name
every day or not, do you know that in fact you, too, are prayed for every
day around the world? There's a collect at Morning Prayer and Evening
Prayer, for instance, that includes you, as we petition God to "send down
upon our Bishops, and other Clergy, and upon the Congregations committed
to their charge, the healthful Spirit of thy grace; and...pour upon them the
continual dew of thy blessing." And just in case you don't consider yourself a
member of any congregation, there's a prayer right below that, wherein we
pray for "all sorts and conditions" of men and women, particularly "all those
who are any ways afflicted, or distressed, in mind, body, or estate," that God
would "comfort and relieve them, according to their several necessities;
giving them patience under their sufferings, and a happy issue out of all their
afflictions." Now if that doesn't cover you, I don't know what prayer would!
This morning as I was praying in the Chapel of the Blessed Sacrament, I
was reflecting on the century that Prince Philip's life spanned. He was born
the year before St. John's acquired Dennis House as its rectory and Grafton
House next door. (The Zabriskie Memorial Church building itself had been
standing for a mere twenty-seven years.) His engagement to then-Princess
Elizabeth was announced on my mother's fourth birthday, in 1947. He
fought for the Royal Navy in World War II, while two of his brothers-in-law
fought for the Germans; one of them was a member of the Waffen-SS. On

the other hand, his mother hid a Jewish family from the Nazis in her Athens
home and founded a Greek Orthodox order of nuns. She was declared
"Righteous Among the Nations" by Yad Vashem, the Holocaust Museum in
Jerusalem. Prince Philip lived through many losses, including that of his
pregnant sister in a plane crash when she was only twenty-six years old. His
beloved uncle Dickie Mountbatten was assassinated by the Irish Republican
Army. A descendant of the Romanovs, he was asked in 1967 whether he
would like to visit the Soviet Union and famously replied, "I would like to
go to Russia very much, although the bastards murdered half my family." All
the tabloid hullabaloo over "Megxit" pales in comparison to what this man
lived through.
Unfortunately, as a notably outspoken member of the Royal Family, Prince
Philip will be remembered for his many gaffes, as well as the fact that he
presided over an incredibly messy family life. As can be gleaned from the
few details above, he came from an equally messy line of royals and
aristocrats. But I just happen to know the descendant of another, even
more ancient Royal house, whose family was even more dysfunctional
and scandalous than Prince Philip's. His lineage in Matthew's gospel
makes this point by mentioning five women: First, there's Tamar, who was a
prostitute (the details are even worse that that--she avoids being burned alive
by her father-in-law only when she reveals that he is the unwitting father of
her unborn twins; see Genesis 38:1-27). Then there's Rahab, another
prostitute and a Gentile (Joshua 2:1-24); Ruth, another Gentile who sneaks
her way into a rich man's affections (the book of Ruth). Matthew doesn't
even name "the wife of Uriah," that is, Bathsheba, who had an extramarital
affair with King David, leading to her husband's murder (2 Samuel 11:127); and finally, Mary, who got pregnant out of wedlock (under extenuating
circumstances, of course, but scandalous, nonetheless).
Jesus' own family tree underscores the fact that God works through both
the high and mighty and the lowly and powerless and that God is able to
redeem even the messiest of situations. Jesus' resurrection, which we
celebrate in this holiest season of Eastertide, demonstrates that nothing, not
even death, can conquer the undying love of God for us. And so we can pray
with the Queen for Philip and for everyone we carry with us in our hearts,
no matter how respectable or disreputable they may be, "Almighty God, we
entrust all who are dear to us to thy never-failing care and love, for this
life and the life to come, knowing that thou art doing for them better
things than we can desire or pray for; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen."

Yours in Christ's service,

N.J.A. Humphrey+
XIV Rector
P.S. I would love to hear from you. You can be in touch by email
at rector@saintjohns-newport.org, or, to make an appointment,
please visit rector.youcanbook.me.

New Eastertide Gifts to the Church

The Great Vigil of Easter and Easter Sunday featured for the first time a new
gold altar frontal and antependia from the Philadelphia studio of Davis
d'Ambly. These items coordinate very well with our existing gold vestments
(as illustrated by the hood of our gold cope above). They are presented with
the following dedications:
The Eastertide & Festival Gold altar frontal is given to the greater glory of
God and in thanksgiving for the People, Neighbors, and Friends of St. John's
and the Choir School of Newport County who have made the renaissance of

St. John's possible since 2013; and for the Staff, Vestry, & Capital
Campaign leadership who have supported and guided us, by Fr. Nathan
Humphrey & Deacon Buck Close.
The Eastertide & Festival Gold tabernacle veils are given to the greater
glory of God and in thanksgiving for the eight-year tenure of Fr. Humphrey,
who served as Vicar from 2013 to 2016 and as the fourteenth Rector of St.
John's from 2016 to 2021, and in thanksgiving for his wife, Anne Stone, by
Deacon Buck Close.
The Eastertide & Festival Gold pulpit fall is given to the greater glory of
God and in thanksgiving for the servant ministry of Deacon Buck Close and
the Samaritans ministry, by Fr. Nathan Humphrey.
The Eastertide & Festival Gold Bible markers are given to the greater glory
of God and in thanksgiving for the music ministry of Peter Stoltzfus Berton
since 2014 & the Sunday School ministry of Jenn Berton, by Fr. Nathan
Humphrey.
The Eastertide & Festival Gold ambo fall is given to the greater glory of
God and in thanksgiving for the Choir, Choristers, Acolyte Guild, and Altar
Guild, by Fr. Nathan Humphrey & Deacon Buck Close.
The existing white altar frontal and antependia that was last used on Maundy
Thursday may now be reserved for Christmastide and other Major Feasts,
such as the Transfiguration, as appointed.

The Second Sunday of Easter

The Second Sunday of Easter, 10:00 a.m.
In-Person and Live-Streamed High Mass
To attend in person, please check in here.
To view online, click here.
Download the booklet
(Programs will be available at the Church, but if you would like to
download your own to print or for online worship, please click

above.)

Low Mass

Low Mass for the Friday of Easter will be held in the Chapel at 5:45 p.m.
today following Evening Prayer at 5:30 p.m. To attend in person, please

check in here, or, to view it streamed on Facebook, click here. (You don't
need an account). Other Low Masses this month are the following:

Tuesday, April 27: Low Mass for
the Feast of St. Mark (left,
transferred from April 25).
Friday, April 30: Low Mass for the
Feast of St. Philip and St. James,
Apostles, Eve (above)

Easter Flowers

It's not too late to contribute! If you would like to give to the decoration of
the Church for Easter, you can give online here, choosing the "Flowers"
fund, or send your check to the office at St. John's Church, 61 Poplar St.,
Newport, RI 02840, Memo "Flowers."

Baptism, Confirmation, or Reception?
Mark your calendars for the 10 a.m. High Mass on Sunday, May 23, when
Bishop Knisely will be with us for Pentecost Sunday. At that time, Fr.
Humphrey will be the officiant at baptism, and Bp. Knisely will confirm and
receive into this Church any candidates who indicate their desire to be
presented to the Bishop.
Fr. Humphrey recently sent out emails to the eight or so potential adult
candidates and five potential youth candidates and is looking forward to
meeting with the adults individually and the youth as a group as soon as
possible. If you are interested in participating in the youth confirmation
preparation sessions, please respond to this poll:
https://doodle.com/poll/g2m6g7t568thd29z?
utm_source=poll&utm_medium=link
For more information, please be in touch with Fr. Humphrey at
rector@saintjohns-newport.org.

Please Check In

We ask all those who enter the building for any reason whatsoever to
provide their contact information via our website so that we may be in touch
with you about any COVID-related concerns, and so that you can be in
touch with us, should you or someone close to you fall ill or test positive for
the coronavirus.
And in case you missed it, the state of Rhode Island also released an app,
CRUSH COVID RI, that aims to to make contact tracing easier.

Candle Dedications & Flowers

The Paschal Candle is given to the greater Glory of God
and in loving memory of Alma Mae Dempsey and
Theodora Ann Shaw, by Clinton R. Dempsey. May light
perpetual shine upon them.
The Sanctuary Lamp Candle above the High Altar has
been given to the Glory of God and for the repose of the
soul of Elizabeth.

To arrange to dedicate a candle on a particular date, please be in touch
with
the Parish Office at parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org.

Service Details
In-Person & Live-Streamed
The Second Sunday of Easter
Preacher: Fr. Humphrey

Download the booklet

Watch Online
We hope to see you after the Easter service at 11:30 a.m. for a
Virtual Coffee Hour via Zoom.
To join, go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89623388521?
pwd=NnY2b09mSkpvb3haeVR3VHNvQW9YZz09
Meeting ID: 896 2338 8521
Passcode: Quire
This week's intercessions

Support St. John's

You can support St. John's by donating today. No amount is too big or
too small. To donate, click here.

The Zabriskie Memorial Church of Saint John the Evangelist

The Choir School of Newport
County

