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We are ready for you at St. John's!
The Fifth Sunday of Easter
Low Mass at 8:00 a.m.
(In-Person Only)
High Mass at 10:00 a.m.
(In-Person & Live-Streamed)
Download the booklet here.
To attend in person:
Please check in for contact tracing here.
You can view on our Facebook page or on our website at saintjohnsnewport.org. Please note, the video only plays when we are actually streaming. If
you find that you cannot view the livestream on the website, the most reliable source
is Facebook, for which you do not need an account. When the notice appears asking
you to log in, please click on the words in small print: "Not Now."
If you have trouble watching the live stream on our website: Try reloading the
page or refreshing your browser, which should clear the cache. Was that sentence
Greek to you? Then check out the simple instructions
at https://www.downing.nz/simple-steps-to-refresh-your-website-brower-cache/. If
all else fails, be in touch with a Millennial or other "digital native."
View our video archive on our YouTube channel. While on YouTube, subscribe to
the channel to get notifications when future videos are live or uploaded! It's easy: just
click on the "Subscribe" button.

Coffee Hour
Join us after the service at 11:30 a.m. for a Virtual Coffee Hour via Zoom. To
join, go to tinyurl.com/SJEVirtualCoffeeHour, which redirects automatically to
the long URL below, or click on that link. Then enter the password at bottom.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89623388521?
pwd=NnY2b09mSkpvb3haeVR3VHNvQW9YZz09
Meeting ID: 896 2338 8521
Passcode: Quire
How to reach Father Humphrey:
By phone: 401-500-0042
By email: rector@saintjohns-newport.org

By phone appointment: rector.youcanbook.me

A Letter from Father Humphrey
Dear People, Neighbors, and Friends of St. John's,
On Sunday, we will hear Jesus' famous words, " I am the vine, ye are the
branches." This is one of many "I AM" statements, found only in the gospel
of John, which intentionally echo the "I AM WHO I AM " reply that God
gives Moses at the Burning Bush, when Moses asks for God's name. After
all, from Moses' point of view as an Egyptian raised in Pharaoh's household,
there were many gods. Which god exactly was sending him on this mission
to tell Pharaoh, "Let my people go"? God's reply was basically, "I'm the only
God there is!" "I AM" is a declaration that God is self-sufficient and
sovereign, above all other "gods" and above all human beings, in short, the
real king of the universe, as opposed to Pharaoh's fatuous claims to divinity.
Likewise, when Jesus makes an "I am" statement, he is identifying himself
with God, a claim that demands our attention. As C.S. Lewis famously said,
we must decide for ourselves whether Jesus is a liar, lunatic, or Lord.
At Morning Prayer today, the first reading was from the Wisdom of
Solomon, which is one of the deuterocanonical books of the Bible, accepted
by Roman Catholics and the Eastern Orthodox as Scripture and honored by
the Anglican tradition. Low Church Anglicans tend to refer it as the
Apocrypha, assigning it a slightly lower position than Holy Writ when it
comes to its authoritative status, while High Church Anglicans tend to
ascribe to the Roman Catholic and Eastern Orthodox view. While you won't
find these books in the pew Bibles (once they get returned from storage,
having been removed, like everything else, due to the pandemic), they were,
in fact, translated as part of the King James Version. The King James is
known in England as the "Authorised Version," because "by his Majesty's
special command" this translation was specifically "appointed to be read in
churches." But later Protestants, objecting to their inclusion as Scripture,
dropped these books from their printed editions of the KJV. More's the pity.
Thankfully, our lectionary includes readings from several of them,
particularly Ecclesiasticus (not to be confused with Ecclesiastes) and
Wisdom.

In any event, this morning, in the middle of chapter six, I read (in the NRSV
translation), "The beginning of wisdom is the most sincere desire for
instruction, and concern for instruction is love of her, and love of her is the
keeping of her laws, and giving heed to her laws is assurance of immortality,
and immortality brings one near to God; so the desire for wisdom leads to
a kingdom. Therefore if you delight in thrones and scepters, O monarchs
over the peoples, honor wisdom, so that you may reign forever."
I was struck by how much these verses resonated with the youth
confirmation class I'm teaching via Zoom on Thursday afternoons using
videos from The Bible Project, which I've mentioned before in the
Evangelist. (We also posted a video every week from this website for a long
time, so I hope some of you are very familiar with it by now.) Instead of
trying to tackle any particular book of the Bible, we are focusing on those
themes that most relate to the sacrament of confirmation, which in my view
comes down to two questions: "Who is this Jesus guy?" and "What good
is the church?" Only if we can answer these two questions for ourselves
can we make a mature commitment to following Jesus as our Saviour and
Lord and to faithful participation in the Body of Christ that is the One, Holy,
Catholic, and Apostolic Church into which we have been baptized.
(To my mind, one is not really "confirmed as an Episcopalian," though an
understanding of the Anglican tradition is indeed a very good thing. As I try
to explain to adults considering reception into the Episcopal Church from
another tradition, such as the Roman Catholic Church, despite Roman
Catholic claims to the contrary, the Episcopal Church recognizes those who
are already confirmed in another church which has maintained apostolic
succession, because that is the most reliable marker in our tradition of what
it means to be connected fully to the One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic
Church of the Nicene Creed. In other words, if you've already been
confirmed in such a church, you don't need to be confirmed again. We
simply recognize that you have made a conscious decision to continue on
your pilgrimage of discipleship within this particular parish. But I digress.)
This past week, the youth and I watched a video about the Tree of Life in the
Garden of Eden and another video entitled, "Royal Priests of Eden. " The
first one made a completely new connection for me between Jesus'
saying, "I am the vine, ye are the branches," and the story of creation in
Genesis. The second video made a completely new connection for me
between our vocation as human beings and God's intentions for
humanity in a way that helped make sense of what "the desire for

wisdom leads to a kingdom" means. Together, they answer key aspects
of the questions, "Who is this Jesus guy?" and "What good is the
church?" in a whole new way.
I always learn something new when I teach, because "the beginning of
wisdom is the most sincere desire for instruction." A colleague in
Washington, D.C. once told me that when interviewing any candidate
for a position of responsibility, particularly clergy, but also musicians
and key lay leaders, whether paid or volunteer, his number one question
is, "Is this person teachable?" This question always leads to, "Am I still
teachable?" A "sincere desire for instruction," after all, demands a sort of
humility and curiosity that is open to learning new things, new ways of
doing things and new ways of thinking about things, from wherever or
whomever the source of new learning may be, because the true source of all
Wisdom is God, who wants to give us a kingdom through it. This is why St.
Benedict encourages us to listen to young people as well as to elders , and
why we who are leaders must always strive not only to impart
knowledge, but to be teachable ourselves, so that we may be united to the
Wisdom of God, who makes us Royal Priests through following Jesus in the
Church.
Yours in Christ's service,

N.J.A. Humphrey+
XIV Rector
P.S. Many of these videos come with study notes if you want to dig deeper.
(And who doesn't? Only those who lack a desire for instruction...) Check out
the study notes for the "Tree of Life" video and the study notes for the
"Royal Priests of Eden" video. They're pretty cool. If you like Wisdom, that
is ...
P.P.S. I would love to hear from you. You can be in touch by email
at rector@saintjohns-newport.org, or, to make an appointment,
please visit rector.youcanbook.me.

The Fifth Sunday of Easter

Art: The Good Shepherd, by Helen Zughaib, 2013. Reproduced by kind permission of the artist.

The Fifth Sunday of Easter
Low Mass at 8:00 a.m.
(In-Person)
High Mass at 10:00 a.m.
(In-Person and Live-Streamed)

To attend in person, please check in here.
To view online, click here.
Download the booklet
(Programs will be available at the Church, but if you would like to
download your own to print or for online worship, please click above.)

Upcoming

Clare Harrington and Peter Krasinski in their roles for Peter and the Pipes, with the St. John's Hook &
Hastings Organ. (Photo by St. John's Church)

Peter & the Pipes!
Monday, May 10, 5:30 & 6:30 p.m.
(a filmed event)
The Friends of the Organ Committee invites all to an immersive
performance of Peter and the Pipes, a parody of Sergei Prokofiev's classic

musical tale Peter and the Wolf, brought to life on St. John's historic 1894
Hook & Hastings Organ, on May 10 at 5:30 and 6:30 p.m.
In this fun and playful interactive
experience, the audience will get to "meet"
the fabled creatures of this famous tale,
through the sounds of the historic St. John's
Hook & Hastings Organ. The live
performance, to be recorded at the event,
features the "sublime" silent movie artist
Peter Krasinski on organ, narration by
Clare Gesualdo Harrington, and artistic
design by Peter Berton, with special
sponsors Edge Realty and X&O Boutique.
This event is free and open to the public and features two performances of
Peter and the Pipes that will be recorded for future promotional use.
Registration is required and COVID-19 safety guidelines, including wearing
face masks and social distancing, will be followed.
This event raises awareness for St. John's historic 1894 Hook & Hastings
organ, undergoing extensive restoration as part of St. John's Capital
Campaign. A roof leak and lack of funds for work beyond routine
maintenance and critical repairs over decades has taken its toll, but with
grants of $1.3 million in 2019 to restore the roof and exterior walls, we've
made progress toward the future and now are raising $550,000 toward
chamber repair, pipe cleaning, and mechanical restoration in 2021, in
addition to plaster and stone repair in the church. A new blower room in
2018 and a new console in 2020 have paved the way for the solid foundation
of the organ restoration to come.
To donate:
tinyurl.com/KeepthePipesSinging
To register:
Email St. John's Director of Engagement Kristin MacMannis at
engagement@saintjohns-newport.org
Information:
tinyurl.com/peterandthepipes

Low Mass
Appointed Low Masses are held in the Chapel of the Blessed Sacrament at
5:45 p.m. following Evening Prayer at 5:30 p.m. To attend in person, please
check in here, or, to view it streamed on Facebook, click here. (You don't
need an account). Low Masses this month are the following:

Friday, April 30: Low Mass for the Feast of St. Philip and St. James,
Apostles, Eve.

Baptism, Confirmation, or Reception?

Mark your calendars for the 10 a.m. High Mass on Sunday, May 23, when
Bishop Knisely will be with us for Pentecost Sunday. At that time, Fr.
Humphrey will be the officiant at baptism, and Bp. Knisely will confirm and
receive into this Church any candidates who indicate their desire to be
presented to the Bishop.
Fr. Humphrey recently sent out emails to the eight or so potential adult
candidates and five potential youth candidates and is looking forward to
meeting with the adults individually and the youth as a group as soon as
possible.
For more information, please be in touch with Fr. Humphrey at
rector@saintjohns-newport.org.

Please Check In
We ask all those who enter the building for any reason whatsoever to
provide their contact information via our website so that we may be in touch

with you about any COVID-related concerns, and so that you can be in
touch with us, should you or someone close to you fall ill or test positive for
the coronavirus.
And in case you missed it, the state of Rhode Island also released an app,
CRUSH COVID RI, that aims to to make contact tracing easier.

Candle Dedications & Flowers

The Paschal Candle is given to the greater Glory of God
and in loving memory of Alma Mae Dempsey and
Theodora Ann Shaw, by Clinton R. Dempsey. May light
perpetual shine upon them.

To arrange to dedicate a candle on a particular date, please be in touch
with
the Parish Office at parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org.

The Samaritans

Happy Spring to All!
May is a 5th Sunday Food Drive month, and the Samaritans are seeking
help from our parishioners to collect gift cards, personal care products
and/or nonperishables. This collection has been a tremendous support for the
MLK center. This is a major part of our work, which would not be possible
but for the kind and loving generosity of our parishioners. Please know that
no donation is too small. A can of soup provides a meal. The Samaritans are
humbly grateful for the continued support.
Donations can be left at the church during Sunday services, or on Tuesdays,
Wednesdays and Thursdays from 2:30-5:30 p.m.
Outreach Reminder
If you know of anyone who may enjoy receiving a note, or well wishes for a
speedy recovery kindly reach out to Mary Berlinghof at 401-225-1217 or
through email at marye3@cox.net, or Lynn Handleman at 508-414-7919 or
by email at lahandleman@gmail.com.

Families Wanted

Service Details
The Fifth Sunday of Easter
Low Mass at 8:00 a.m.
High Mass at 10:00 a.m.
Preacher: Fr. Humphrey

Download the booklet

Watch Online

We hope to see you after the Easter service at 11:30 a.m. for a
Virtual Coffee Hour via Zoom.
To join, go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89623388521?
pwd=NnY2b09mSkpvb3haeVR3VHNvQW9YZz09
Meeting ID: 896 2338 8521
Passcode: Quire
This week's intercessions

Support St. John's

You can support St. John's by donating today. No amount is too big or
too small. To donate, click here.
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