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We are ready for you at St. John's!
In-Person and Live-Streamed
April 2
Good Friday, 6:30 p.m.
Good Friday Booklet
April 3
The Great Vigil of Easter, 7:30 p.m.
Vigil Booklet
April 4
Easter Sunday, 10:00 a.m.
Easter Booklet
Please note: If you find that you cannot view the livestream on the
website or YouTube, the most reliable source is Facebook, for which
you do not need an account. Simply click on the link below.
You can view on our Facebook page, our website at saintjohns-newport.org, or on
our YouTube channel. Please note, video only plays when we are actually
streaming. While you're there, subscribe to the channel to get notifications when
future videos are live or uploaded! It's easy: just click on the "Subscribe" button.
If you have trouble watching the live stream on our website: Try reloading the
page or refreshing your browser, which should clear the cache. Was that sentence
Greek to you? Then check out the simple instructions
at https://www.downing.nz/simple-steps-to-refresh-your-website-brower-cache/. If
all else fails, be in touch with a Millennial or other "digital native."
Coffee Hour
We hope to see you after Easter only at 11:30 a.m. for a Virtual Coffee Hour via
Zoom. To join, go to tinyurl.com/SJEVirtualCoffeeHour,
which redirects automatically to the long URL below, or click on that link. Then
enter the password at bottom.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89623388521?
pwd=NnY2b09mSkpvb3haeVR3VHNvQW9YZz09
Meeting ID: 896 2338 8521
Passcode: Quire
How to reach Father Humphrey:

By phone: 401-500-0042
By email: rector@saintjohns-newport.org
By phone appointment: rector.youcanbook.me

A Letter from Father Humphrey
Dear People, Neighbors, and Friends of St. John's,
Palm Sunday and Maundy Thursday were much fuller observances this year
compared to the loneliness and isolation we all felt around this time last
year. I hope that by next Holy Week, St. John's will not have to worry about
seating capacity or masking requirements, though of course I expect that the
good habits of hygiene that we have all taken much more seriously over the
past year will persist.
Although the common cup has not yet been restored, on Maundy Thursday
we did have an opportunity to receive in both kinds. At Mass, I consecrated
a ciborium of bread covered by a pall and a cruet of wine that was open but
covered with an unfolded purificator. These will be reserved in the
tabernacle and used at High Mass.
The procedure for communicating in both kinds will be renewed at the Vigil
and on Easter Sunday. Those who wish to receive in both kinds will take a
small cup laid out for that purpose on a silver tray and at communion receive
the bread in one hand and then hold the cup over an empty chalice held by
the subdeacon. The subdeacon will pour a little wine from a cruet into the
cups and the communicants will reverently consume the elements once they
have returned via the side aisle to their pews. The communicants will then
return the cups following the service.
On the topic of cups, we live in hope for a restoration of Coffee Hour, but
for now I await guidance as to how and when we should proceed. For now,
we are still waiting to hear what the Newport social calendar will look like
this spring and summer. The faster the state is able to vaccinate its residents,
the quicker life will get back to something more resembling normal.
In the meantime, we are in the midst of Holy Week and Easter. Do come this
evening to our Good Friday service at 6:30 p.m. if you are able, whether in
person or virtually. And I especially urge you to participate, whether from

home or in person, in the Great Vigil of Easter on Saturday at 7:30 p.m. and
Easter Sunday at 10 o'clock.
Yours in Christ's service,

N.J.A. Humphrey+
XIV Rector
P.S. I would love to hear from you. You can be in touch by email
at rector@saintjohns-newport.org, or, to make an appointment,
please visit rector.youcanbook.me.
P.P.S. The Samaritans ministry is sending out cards to everyone on our
prayer list, but we don't have the mailing address for some people. If you
have a mailing address for Caroline Davis or Pamela Dolan, please be in
touch with Melanie in the office at parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org.

We're Ready for You at St. John's

We're ready for you at St. John's. We have not yet reached capacity at any of
our Holy Week services, but for the Great Vigil of Easter at 7:30 p.m. on
April 3 and Easter Sunday at 10 a.m. on April 4, the Guild Hall will be
set up as pictured to ensure we can accommodate more people than
expected. If you have been fully vaccinated, we encourage you to come to
church this Holy Week, especially for the Vigil and Easter Sunday.
A reminder that at both the Vigil and on Sunday, members of the
congregation are welcome to bring bells, securely wrapped, that will be
rung during the Gloria. We will even have some extras on hand that you
can borrow if you don't have your own!
Whether you are fully vaccinated or not, if you are comfortable being out in
public maintaining the usual precautions, we would be delighted to see you
at St. John's for a long-delayed Easter extravaganza.
Finally, while the "common cup" has not yet been restored, small plastic
cups will be available for those who wish to partake of the Eucharist in both
kinds, the wine having been consecrated in a cruet covered by a purificator
at the Mass of the Lord's Supper on Thursday night. Communion in one

kind only will be distributed from the reserved Sacrament on Friday night,
but from the Great Vigil of Easter onwards, both the bread and the wine of
the Body and Blood of Christ will be offered to all communicants who
desire it.

Happy Easter!
This Weekend
Services In-Person and on Facebook Live-Stream:
https://www.facebook.com/SaintJohnsNewport/
Good Friday, 6:30 p.m.
In-Person and Live-Streamed High Mass

High Mass for Good Friday at 6:30 p.m.: Live-streamed and in-person,
this service marking Jesus' death will include a veneration of the Cross
adapted to conform with pandemic protocols, as well as communion from
the Reserved Sacrament in one kind, Good Friday is a moving and
contemplative service.
Download the Good Friday program book to view online here.
______________________________________________________________

The Great Vigil of Easter, 7:30 p.m.
In-Person and Live-Streamed

Saturday, April 3, the Easter Vigil at 7:30 p.m.: Live-streamed and inperson, this indescribably powerful service of the Vigil moves from darkness
to light, from quiet waiting to joyful celebration. The Great Vigil of Easter is
the single most important service of the Christian Year, and amongst the
most ancient liturgies of the Church, documented as far back as the year 215
A.D., and believed to be apostolic in origins, that is, dating back to the

communities founded by the twelve apostles of Jesus.
The Easter Vigil consists of four parts: The Service of Light, at which the
Paschal Candle is lit from a great fire kindled in the rear of the church; The
Service of Lessons, during which Biblical accounts of central events in
salvation history are recounted in the darkened church; Christian Initiation,
held in candlelight, consisting of the renewal of baptismal vows; and the
Holy Eucharist, with the administration of Easter Communion in the context
of a bright and joyful Mass. The service is free and open to the public. All
participants are invited to bring hand bells, securely wrapped, which will be
rung with great joy and fanfare at the proclamation of Easter.
Download the Easter Vigil program book to view online here.
______________________________________________________________

Easter Sunday, 10:00 a.m.
In-Person and Live-Streamed High Mass

Sunday, April 4, Easter Sunday at 10:00 a.m.: This joyful celebration of
the Lord's Resurrection will include music of This joyful celebration of the
Lord's Resurrection will include music of Parker, Noyon, and Johnson, and
the premiere of the full version of Missa Zabriske by our Music Director
Peter Berton, with recordings of the Professional Choristers of The Choir
School of Newport County and the St. John's Adult Choir, with organ and
tympani.
Easter joy will be in full bloom in this service, bursting with "snap, crackle,
and pop"!
Please note that there is no Low Mass on Easter Day.
Download the Easter Sunday program book to view online here.

The Way of the Cross

Physically observing the stations of the cross, a symbolic journey with
Christ along the Via Dolorosa (the route to the Crucifixion), is something
many around the world have gone without for the past two Lents owing to
the pandemic. But now, you can expand your journey, with prayers at each
station observed by singing (or listening to) selected hymn stanzas. Framed
by an optional Prologue and Epilogue, and depending on the number of
stanzas sung at each place, the journey could be as short as twenty minutes
or as long as one wished.
A video realization of this new meditation, about 33 minutes long, is
available on our YouTube channel and can be part of your Holy Week at
any time; it will also remain there permanently after Easter.
Made with our organ and choir, the video shows the stations at St. John's,
including the the hallowed 12th station with the mysterious mark on the
wall below it. Graphics of the hymns will be on the screen to sing along at
home. For any who would like to sing without looking at a screen, or to
meditate on centuries of sublime poetry in advance, you can download a
booklet containing program notes and all the hymns in order here.

-- Peter Berton

A Note on In-Person Holy Week Attendance

We are very much looking forward to seeing as many people as
possible under the circumstances at the services of Holy Week and Easter,
especially Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and the Great Vigil of
Easter. The first two are at 6:30 p.m. and the Vigil is at 7:30 p.m.
Since everyone knows the drill by now, the two most important things are
maintaining mandatory six-foot social distancing and wearing a face
covering.
Entire households may take up a pew shoulder-to-shoulder if they
remain masked and seated six feet away from their nearest neighbors on
all sides.
It is wonderful that so many people are now fully vaccinated or well on their
way to that goal. Vaccinated parishioners and visitors are simply advised to
keep up to date on the latest guidance, available at
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fullyvaccinated.html.

There, you will find that "early data show that the vaccines may help keep
people from spreading COVID-19," but studies are still underway.
We trust that should anyone enter and see that we have reached capacity,
that is, if there is nowhere left to sit that is sufficiently spaced, that person
will either need to find a place to stand or sit in the side chapel or opposite it
that conforms with regulations, or will need to absent themselves. The
Guild Hall will remain unlocked and chairs will be available. If possible,
we will project the service live on the wall, though it will be available online,
so you can watch it on any internet-connected device. So if you want to
come to church, do so, knowing that the worst case scenario is that you will
have to be in the Guild Hall or perhaps in your car with your mobile device.
If you are following the service online anywhere nearby, you are
welcome to enter the church via the front doors to receive communion,
noting the six-foot spacing marked on the floor, and leaving via the side
door or tower door if others are coming in the West Doors at that time.
Simply follow the signage and markings on the floor.
If you are unable to access the church due to a disability or for any reason
whatsoever, please be in touch to make arrangements if you wish to
receive your Easter communion, either that day or soon during the week
following.

Easter Flowers

It's not too late to contribute! If you would like to give to the decoration of
the Church for Easter, you can give online here, choosing the "Flowers"
fund, or send your check to the office at St. John's Church, 61 Poplar St.,
Newport, RI 02840, Memo "Flowers."

Baptism, Confirmation, or Reception?
Mark your calendars for the 10 a.m. High Mass on Sunday, May 23, when
Bishop Knisely will be with us for Pentecost Sunday. At that time, Fr.
Humphrey will be the officiant at baptism, and Bp. Knisely will confirm and
receive into this Church any candidates who indicate their desire to be
presented to the Bishop.
Parents of children to be baptized, as well as adult candidates, should
make their desire known to Fr. Humphrey as soon as possible. Adult
candidates alternatively have the option of being baptized at the Great Vigil
of Easter at 7:30 p.m. on Saturday, April 3. Infants and children will be
baptized on Pentecost.
Young people ages thirteen or older who wish to make a mature affirmation
of their faith will be prepared for confirmation during Eastertide. Younger
candidates for confirmation must be in touch directly with Fr. Humphrey to
arrange for instruction in Eastertide.
Adults who have been previously confirmed in a Church that has maintained
apostolic succession (such as Roman Catholics, Eastern Orthodox, and
Swedish Lutherans) may be presented to the Bishop for reception into the
Episcopal Church.
Adult candidates for confirmation or reception are asked to participate in the
Lenten series if possible as preparation for confirmation or reception, or
arrange for preparation with Fr. Humphrey during Eastertide.
For more information, please be in touch with Fr. Humphrey at
rector@saintjohns-newport.org.

Please Check In
We ask all those who enter the building for any reason whatsoever to
provide their contact information via our website so that we may be in touch

with you about any COVID-related concerns, and so that you can be in
touch with us, should you or someone close to you fall ill or test positive for
the coronavirus.
And in case you missed it, the state of Rhode Island also released an app,
CRUSH COVID RI, that aims to to make contact tracing easier.

From the Samaritans

Many of you hear "the Samaritans" and you think ... 5th Sunday Food
Drives for the MLK Center. True, this is a major part of our work, which
would not be possible but for the kind and loving generosity of our
parishioners, but we wanted to share what else we have been doing.
This past holiday season, we were able to provide Thanksgiving meals -turkey and all the fixings -- to 9 of our parish families. At Christmas, we
reached out to a dozen parishioners with a hand-delivered gesture to let
them know we are thinking of them, and for New Year's we brought 4
large sandwich platters, chips and cookies to the McKinney shelter. All
of these gestures let the recipients know that we were keeping them all
in heart and prayers. We have grown confident in our ability to make an
impact for our St. John's community as well as our community of
Newport. Most often, the simplest actions bring the most joy when it is
needed the most.
One thing we have begun to do is hand-write notes to parishioners who
may be in the hospital, or recovering at a rehab facility, as well as just a
note to send thoughts and prayers. These simple gestures provide
powerful results at a time when a simple note can bring joy to someone's
day.
We would like to ask if you know of anyone who may enjoy receiving a

note, or well wishes for a speedy recovery. Kindly reach out to Mary
Berlinghof at 401-225-1217 or through email at marye3@cox.net or
Lynn Handleman at 508-414-7919 or email lahandleman@gmail.com
All of this being said, we would love to have anyone join us in this
engagement. Your commitment need not be long, and it can be
exceptionally flexible. We are grateful for the gift of anyone's time and
talent.
If you are interested in helping, or if we can be helpful in any way,
kindly feel free to reach out to Mary or Lynn.
Fondly,
The Samaritans

Resources for Prayer & Bible Study
For those of us who have taken on or are already in the habit of praying
one or more of the daily offices of Morning Prayer or Evening Prayer at
home, there are many resources, including a number of clergy and laity
who offer them via livestream. If you are simply interested in finding the
prayers and readings appointed for the day, you may find the following
resource helpful:
https://www.goodshepherdfw.org/blog/49061/praying-online-resources
Take a look around at what resources are out there. Maybe you will find
a tool that helps you stay centered in God and that will deepen your
knowledge and understanding of the Scriptures. May you have a holy
Lent.

Candle Dedications & Flowers

The Paschal Candle is given to the greater Glory of God
and in loving memory of Alma Mae Dempsey and
Theodora Ann Shaw, by Clinton R. Dempsey. May light
perpetual shine on them.
The Sanctuary Lamp Candle above the High Altar has
been given to the Glory of God and for the repose of the
soul of Elizabeth.

To arrange to dedicate a candle on a particular date, please be in touch

with
the Parish Office at parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org.

Service Details
In-Person & Live-Streamed
Good Friday: April 2, 6:30 p.m.
Good Friday Booklet

The Great Vigil of Easter, April 3, 7:30 p.m.
Great Vigil Booklet

Easter Sunday, April 4, 10:00 a.m.
Easter Booklet
Preacher: Fr. Humphrey
We hope to see you after the Easter service at 11:30 a.m. for a
Virtual Coffee Hour via Zoom.
To join, go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89623388521?
pwd=NnY2b09mSkpvb3haeVR3VHNvQW9YZz09
Meeting ID: 896 2338 8521
Passcode: Quire
This week's intercessions

Support St. John's

You can support St. John's by donating today. No amount is too big or
too small. To donate, click here.

The Zabriskie Memorial Church of Saint John the Evangelist

The Choir School of Newport
County

