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March 21, 2021

We are ready for you at St. John's!
Sunday, March 21:
The Fifth Sunday in Lent
In-Person and Live-Streamed at 10:00 a.m.
Watch on our Facebook page, our website at saintjohns-newport.org, or on our
new YouTube channel. Please note, video only plays when we are actually
streaming. While you're there, subscribe to the channel to get notifications when
future videos are live or uploaded! It's easy: just click on the "Subscribe" button.
If you have trouble watching the live stream on our website: Try reloading the
page or refreshing your browser, which should clear the cache. Was that sentence
Greek to you? Then check out the simple instructions
at https://www.downing.nz/simple-steps-to-refresh-your-website-brower-cache/. If
all else fails, be in touch with a Millennial or other "digital native."
Download the service booklet here.
We hope to see you after this service at 11:30 a.m. for a Virtual Coffee Hour via
Zoom. To join, go to tinyurl.com/SJEVirtualCoffeeHour , which redirects
automatically to the long URL below, or click on that link. Then enter the
password at bottom.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89623388521?
pwd=NnY2b09mSkpvb3haeVR3VHNvQW9YZz09
Meeting ID: 896 2338 8521
Passcode: Quire
How to reach Father Humphrey:
By phone: 401-500-0042
By email: rector@saintjohns-newport.org
By phone appointment: rector.youcanbook.me

A Letter from Father Humphrey
Editor's Note: The following is excerpted from Fr. Humphrey's
Rector's Address from the forthcoming St. John's Annual Report.

Dear People, Neighbors, and Friends of St. John's,
Hindsight is 20/20, as they say. This truism is particularly ironic given my
confident declaration at last year's annual meeting that, "To have 20/20
vision is ideal, and 2020 is the ideal year in which to live into our vision for
St. John's as a church, a choir school, and a community center." In hindsight,
of course, we know that this claim could not have been further from the
truth. The year of our Lord 2020 was full of promise that never materialized,
for obvious reasons. However, the pandemic made us "pivot" to a new way
of being church, much of which will endure past the pandemic itself, with
the potential of helping St. John's flourish as this parish grows into the
community of discipleship that God intends.
Before we delve into the vagaries of this past annus horribilis, I should like
to look back on the halcyon days of January through Middlemarch.
Although they seem so far away, they are a time capsule of the sort of parish
and choir school we were, that we were on the trajectory of becoming, and
that we will again be soon enough, with God's help, particularly once new
leadership has been called to this beloved parish.

They say a picture is worth a thousand words, so a video must be worth at
least a hundred thousand words. The video that Sky Sabin produced for the
Capital Campaign, clocking in at only one minute and nineteen seconds,
manages to pretty much say it all in terms of image and text. It may be
viewed online at https://vimeo.com/384565135. The voice of the narrator
may sound familiar-and it is! Jenn Berton did a beautiful job articulating the

essence of St. John's. And so did the scriptwriter, Anne Stone, who happens
to be the moving force behind much of the Capital Campaign statement,
Heart, Breath, Soul: A Vision for St. John's , found at:
https://saintjohns-newport.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/SJE-Case-forSupport-v.1.pdf. (Other materials may be found at https://saintjohnsnewport.org/progress/.)
Although that vision may seem a long way off, it is still true as of this
writing, and I believe that vision remains 20/20, even if 2020 itself was
not the ideal year in which to pursue it.
That vision was on full display, however, in another video, likewise
produced
by
Sky
Sabin,
which
may
be
found
at
https://vimeo.com/399953739. Clocking in at two minutes and forty-eight
seconds, it tells the story of the pre-pandemic choir school better than I
could. There is every reason to believe that the choir school, which provides
vital outreach to the community as well as gorgeous music, will likewise
thrive as it grows into its mission and broadens its impact.

"Impact," after all, is the name of the game when it comes to the mission of
both the church and the choir school. This parish has an explicit mission to
make an impact on the world by sharing in the whole Church's mission "to
restore all people to unity with God and each other in Christ," as the official
catechism of the Episcopal Church puts it. We continue to do so, in ways
both large and small, pandemic or not.

In fact, in a year in which every philanthropic organization in Newport made
a decisive pivot due to the pandemic, the Alletta Morris McBean Charitable
Trust demonstrated its confidence in our abiding mission and recognized
both our progress thus far and our potential to increase our impact by
investing $400,000 in us for our masonry project, so that we could
successfully complete Phase One of the Capital Campaign. Combined with
the $916,000 grant we received from the trust in 2019, the Alletta Morris
McBean Charitable Trust has entrusted us with over $1.3 million dollars.
Added to those two grants have been many gifts from the people, neighbors,
and friends of St. John's, in amounts ranging from six-figure gifts to singledigit gifts, several of the latter from our choristers, including a couple whose
families are not members of any Episcopal parish.
The grand total thus far of all gifts and grants is just shy of $2.5 million
dollars, and that's not counting the bequest in excess of $700,000 we
received in 2018 from the estate of Fr. Henry Turnbull. All of this was
hardly imaginable just eight years ago, but as our engagement with the
community through our mission as a church, a choir school, and a
community center has grown, so has the generosity of all those who are
moved to support and share in that engagement. Thus, I am confident that as
St. John's moves into the future God has in store for us, led by your Vestry,
your competent staff, and your next priest, you will find that the support we
have received over the past several years is not simply an historic anomaly,
but the beginning of a new era in the life of this parish.
Throughout 2020, our hearts, and those of many of our friends and
neighbors, have continued to respond to the evidence of God's active
grace by opening hearts and hands, and yes, thankfully, pocketbooks as
well, in support of a vision that remains 20/20, even as the year 2020
occasionally blurred our sight by the tears which the events of the past
year evoked.
In particular, we were moved to tears in 2020 when we saw the devastation
of the pandemic. And we were especially moved to tears in the late spring
and early summer of 2020 when we saw the ongoing violence against Black
people and other minorities. We prayed that God's justice would bring both a
reckoning for our sins as a nation but also reconciliation as human beings
created in the image of God and worthy of the dignity with which that image
endows us all. In the wake of George Floyd's death at the hands of those
whose duty it was to protect him and all of us from oppression and

degradation, I was invited to address a rally organized by the local chapter
of the NAACP at Liberty Square in Newport, just across the street from the
White Horse Tavern, on June 1. As both the representative of a parish
founded by a Black man and as a board member of the Providence-based
Center for Reconciliation, I said in part:
Yesterday, those of us who are churchgoers, even if that means going
to church online, celebrated the great feast of Pentecost, the day the
Holy Spirit descended upon the disciples as tongues of fire and a
mighty wind blew through the house where they were praying. With
the global pandemic, we now find ourselves wearing masks and afraid
to breathe on others, lest we be the unwitting instrument of sickness
and death. But we have no cause to fear the breath of the Spirit of
God! And as I've been praying for this country, for the repose of the
soul of George Floyd and countless others who are the victims of
racism, a disease more virulent than any virus, a killer we all must be
vigilant against, an old hymn came to me about the breath of the Holy
Spirit. I couldn't help but think about George Floyd's final words, "I
can't breathe!" as I sang this hymn alone earlier this evening ... maybe
you know the words:
Breathe on me, Breath of God,
Fill me with life anew,
That I may love what thou dost love,
And do what thou wouldst do.
Breathe on me, Breath of God,
Until my heart is pure,
Until with thee I will one will,
To do or to endure.
Breathe on me, Breath of God,
Till I am wholly thine,
Till all this earthly part of me
Glows with thy fire divine.
Nearer to home, new life was breathed into our Samaritans ministry thanks
to the leadership of Lynn Handleman and her companion Great Dane,
Yarrow, who teamed up so effectively with Mary Berlinghof and Melissa
Bostrom to provide Thanksgiving food baskets and to send cards to every
person on the intentions list of the parish. I know they undertook other

unheralded acts of service that included a significant investment of their
personal time and effort, and I was pleased to support them with the
resources of my discretionary fund and through follow-up phone calls,
whether to a parishioner mourning the death of her sister, or to a doctor's
office to settle a bill. Much of the pastoral care of this parish happens behind
the scenes, and the bulk of it is undertaken, as it should be, by you.
It has at times been difficult to hold back tears as I have contemplated my
impending departure from St. John's and Newport at Corpus Christi on
June 6. For aside from the pandemic, the other curve ball 2020 sent our way
was a call to begin a new chapter in ministry and family life in Canada, of
all places. As I wrote in my announcement letter, this was not something I
sought out, but which came for me.
Just as Bp. Knisely, in a unique combination of wisdom and folly,
recruited me to be your vicar in 2013, another bishop, this time in
Toronto, became convinced that I was the right person at the right time
for St. Thomas's, Huron Street. The problem was that at the time, I could
not have disagreed more vigorously. That parish expected a new rector to
arrive no later than September, 2020, but in the midst of this pandemic, with
the tail end of the first phase of the capital campaign to see through and our
children in a stable and happy school situation, it was, frankly, out of the
question. At least, it was until God pulled a fast one on us all and moved the
search committee to propose waiting for an entire year so that I could be
faithful to the commitments I had already made to this parish and to my
family, and could engage in an orderly transition.
At the outset, I know that the leadership both of this parish and the diocese
had doubts as to whether it was wise even to attempt to do what we have
done, which is, in essence, keep me in place as my own interim rector while
the parish got on with the challenging and exciting work of defining who St.
John's is apart from my own leadership.
I was mindful at the outset of three simple facts, however, that gave me
confidence: first, that we love one another and strive to do so as Christ
loves us; second, that God is living and active and wants to be living and
active at St. John's, with or without me; and third, that I am stubborn
enough to facilitate a good transition, whether you wanted it or not! For
another fact could not be ignored, that this parish has not had a good track
record since the 1950s in transitions between priests: Fr. Haylor died. Fr.
Maynard left suddenly and served for only two years in parish ministry

elsewhere before leaving active parochial service altogether. Fr. Turnbull left
after thirty years of decline, but so personally enriched himself while here
that when his bequest came to us, it felt to some people more like a
restitution than a gift. Fr. Ostman was deposed from the priesthood of the
Episcopal Church. Fr. Catir, while beloved, was intentionally a short-term
interim who came simply to clean up the mess. Fr. Tuck, likewise beloved,
died on the job. Fr. Fraser found a conflicted parish and was paid to leave.
And the interregnum consisted of long-term supply priests while the organist
ruled the roost. After that history, it's high time we started a new tradition
of good transitions! And so far, so good. God willing, we will cross the
finish line together with a celebratory Evensong on June 6 at 4 p.m.
with the Bishop. Mark your calendars now!
You will read elsewhere of the tremendous progress the Profile Committee
has made, and other developments in capital improvements. (The rectory
was painted over the summer and is a gorgeous shade of red, my favorite
color! Or, as the Canadians say, favourite colour.) The Vestry has made
great strides in its leadership.
As Anne wrote to the parish back in September, "even as we prepare to take
our leave next summer, our hearts will remain moored in an essential way to
this parish that has been our home for so long. You are part of our
spiritual lineage, this community now woven into the fabric of our souls.
And even after we have moved away, we will be praying for you from
afar, cheering you on, and watching to see what glorious things God has
in store for this place. Eight years is a lifetime and no time at all, but we are
grateful for the years we have shared thus far, and for the gift of this
extended season of transition, as we turn our eyes with hope toward what the
future will hold."
Yours in Christ's service,

N.J.A. Humphrey+
XIV Rector
P.S. I would love to hear from you. You can be in touch by email
at rector@saintjohns-newport.org, or, to make an appointment,
please visit rector.youcanbook.me.

A Message From the Search Committee

Greetings from the Search Committee!
As you are probably aware, the Profile Committee has completed its work
and our church profile is now posted by the Diocese so that candidates
interested in applying to become our new Priest in Charge can learn about
us. Posting our profile is the first of many steps moving us forward through
this transition process. The Search Committee has begun meeting weekly.
Much of what we do is necessarily confidential; but when there is news to
report, we will be as eager to share it as you will be to hear it. Please stay
tuned and be patient while we do our work.
In the meantime, we hope you will support our work in prayer. Here is the
prayer with which we are beginning each of our meetings. Join us in spirit
and in prayer as we seek God's direction in this important undertaking:

Almighty God, Who alone gives us the breath of life and alone
can keep alive in us the holy desires Thou dost impart, we
beseech Thee, for Thy compassion's sake, to sanctify all our

thoughts and endeavors, that we may neither begin an action
without a pure intention nor continue it without Thy blessing. And
grant that we, as Thy faithful servants, may have the eyes of our
minds opened to behold things invisible and unseen and our
hearts inspired by Thy wisdom. May the Light of Thy
countenance shine on our work together, Thine eye guide us, and
Thy Spirit sanctify all we do, to the benefit of our parish and to
Thy glory; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

The Fifth Sunday in Lent

10:00 a.m. High Mass
In-Person and Live-Streamed

On Sunday, March 21, at 10:00 a.m. we will celebrate High Mass for the
Fifth Sunday in Lent. To attend in person, please check in here.
You can download the program book here.
To view on Facebook, go to:
https://www.facebook.com/SaintJohnsNewport/

The Way of the Cross

Physically observing the stations of the cross, a symbolic journey with
Christ along the Via Dolorosa (the route to the Crucifixion), is something
many around the world have gone without for the past two Lents owing to
the pandemic. Last March, while quarantined in my basement which happens
to contain a digital organ, I began realizing an idea that I had sketched
several Lents earlier. Prayers at each station are observed by singing (or
listening to) selected hymn stanzas, although it would be possible to expand
the journey with spoken prayers, poetry, other readings, artwork or other
creative means. Framed by an optional Prologue and Epilogue, and
depending on the number of stanzas sung at each place, the journey could be
as short as twenty minutes or as long as one wished.

A video realization of this project will be posted on our YouTube channel at
4:00 p.m. on Palm Sunday. This features the sounds of our wonderful organ
and the same choir that recently assembled to record Missa Zabriskie (seen
below in further recording sessions, one for each half of the choir). The
video includes the images of the stations at St. John's, including the
hallowed 12th station with the mysterious mark on the wall below it, which
provided a fitting surround to the recording sessions. Graphics of the hymns
will be on the screen to sing along at home. For any who would like to
meditate on the texts of the hymns in advance, you can download the plan of
the meditation here.

-- Peter Berton

You can read more about Missa Zabriskie by Peter Stoltzfus Berton in last
week's Music Notes, here.

Holy Week & Easter

Sunday, March 28:
10:00 a.m.: Palm Sunday High Mass (no procession)
Thursday, April 1
6:30 p.m.: Maundy Thursday High Mass
Sign up for the Altar of Repose Watch List here.

Friday, April 2
6:30 p.m.: Good Friday High Mass
Sign up for the Altar of Repose Watch List here.
Saturday, April 3
7:30 p.m.: Holy Saturday: The Easter Vigil
Sunday, April 4
10:00 a.m.: Easter Sunday

Happy Easter!
Wednesdays in Lent
Multi-Parish Wednesdays in Lent Program
Four historic Anglo-Catholic parishes are joining forces to offer a special
Wednesdays in Lent series at 7:00 p.m. each week via Zoom . "The
Eucharist in a time of Pandemic: Sacramental Theology for when you
cannot receive the Sacrament," will continue for one more session, on
Wednesday, March 24:
To register for this free series, go to eventbrite at:
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-eucharist-in-a-time-of-pandemicmultiple-parish-lenten-study-tickets-141435997877
It is not necessary to have attended the previous sessions in order to join
the upcoming ones!
The parishes leading this series are:
Saint John the Evangelist, Newport, RI
Fr. Nathan Humphrey, Rector &
Mr. John Lord, Director of Adult Christian Formation
Saint Paul's, Carroll St., Brooklyn, NY
Fr. William Ogburn, Rector

Saint Stephen's, Providence, RI
Fr. Benjamin Straley, Rector
Saint Thomas's, Huron St., Toronto, ON
Fr. Chris D'Angelo, Associate Priest
The remaining topics of the series are:
Wednesday, 24 March
Anglo-Catholic Synthesis with Fr. Humphrey & Team Faculty
How does Anglo-Catholic theology and practice promise life in the midst of
death?

Touro Zoom Lecture Series

Touro Synagogue Foundation invites all to the first program of the 2021
Judah Touro Zoom Lecture Series on Thursday, April 1, at 7:00 p.m.
Special guest David Harris, CEO of the AJC - American Jewish Committee,
will present a talk entitled:
"The State of Antisemitism Today and AJC's Global Jewish Advocacy"
No fee, but reservations are required.
To reserve, click: https://tinyurl.com/28vuc6aj

For talk overview & speaker bio: https://tinyurl.com/budpwdjb
For more information, email: meryle@tourosynagogue.org

Easter Flowers

If you would like to give to the decoration of the Church for Easter, you can
give online here, choosing the "Flowers" fund, or send your check to the
office at St. John's Church, 61 Poplar St., Newport, RI 02840, Memo
"Flowers." If you are giving in loving memory or in honor of a loved one,
please indicate their name as you would like it to appear in print.

Baptism, Confirmation, or Reception?
Mark your calendars for the 10 a.m. High Mass on Sunday, May 23, when
Bishop Knisely will be with us for Pentecost Sunday. At that time, Fr.
Humphrey will be the officiant at baptism, and Bp. Knisely will confirm and
receive into this Church any candidates who indicate their desire to be
presented to the Bishop.
Parents of children to be baptized, as well as adult candidates, should
make their desire known to Fr. Humphrey as soon as possible. Adult
candidates alternatively have the option of being baptized at the Great Vigil
of Easter at 7:30 p.m. on Saturday, April 3. Infants and children will be
baptized on Pentecost.
Young people ages thirteen or older who wish to make a mature affirmation

of their faith will be prepared for confirmation during Eastertide. Younger
candidates for confirmation must be in touch directly with Fr. Humphrey to
arrange for instruction in Eastertide.
Adults who have been previously confirmed in a Church that has maintained
apostolic succession (such as Roman Catholics, Eastern Orthodox, and
Swedish Lutherans) may be presented to the Bishop for reception into the
Episcopal Church.
Adult candidates for confirmation or reception are asked to participate in the
Lenten series if possible as preparation for confirmation or reception, or
arrange for preparation with Fr. Humphrey during Eastertide.
For more information, please be in touch with Fr. Humphrey at
rector@saintjohns-newport.org.

Please Check In
We ask all those who enter the building for any reason whatsoever to
provide their contact information via our website so that we may be in touch
with you about any COVID-related concerns, and so that you can be in
touch with us, should you or someone close to you fall ill or test positive for
the coronavirus.
And in case you missed it, the state of Rhode Island also released an app,
CRUSH COVID RI, that aims to to make contact tracing easier.

Low Masses
Every Wednesday in Lent at 5:30:
Combined Evening Prayer & Low Mass
Live-Streamed, followed by a separate Zoom Lenten series.
See above for details on registering for the series.

From the Samaritans

Many of you hear "the Samaritans" and you think ... 5th Sunday Food
Drives for the MLK Center. True, this is a major part of our work, which
would not be possible but for the kind and loving generosity of our
parishioners, but we wanted to share what else we have been doing.
This past holiday season, we were able to provide Thanksgiving meals -turkey and all the fixings -- to 9 of our parish families. At Christmas, we
reached out to a dozen parishioners with a hand-delivered gesture to let
them know we are thinking of them, and for New Year's we brought 4
large sandwich platters, chips and cookies to the McKinney shelter. All
of these gestures let the recipients know that we were keeping them all
in heart and prayers. We have grown confident in our ability to make an
impact for our St. John's community as well as our community of
Newport. Most often, the simplest actions bring the most joy when it is
needed the most.
One thing we have begun to do is hand-write notes to parishioners who
may be in the hospital, or recovering at a rehab facility, as well as just a
note to send thoughts and prayers. These simple gestures provide
powerful results at a time when a simple note can bring joy to someone's
day.
We would like to ask if you know of anyone who may enjoy receiving a

note, or well wishes for a speedy recovery. Kindly reach out to Mary
Berlinghof at 401-225-1217 or through email at marye3@cox.net or
Lynn Handleman at 508-414-7919 or email lahandleman@gmail.com
All of this being said, we would love to have anyone join us in this
engagement. Your commitment need not be long, and it can be
exceptionally flexible. We are grateful for the gift of anyone's time and
talent.
If you are interested in helping, or if we can be helpful in any way,
kindly feel free to reach out to Mary or Lynn.
Fondly,
The Samaritans

Resources for Prayer & Bible Study
For those of us who have taken on or are already in the habit of praying
one or more of the daily offices of Morning Prayer or Evening Prayer at
home, there are many resources, including a number of clergy and laity
who offer them via livestream. If you are simply interested in finding the
prayers and readings appointed for the day, you may find the following
resource helpful:
https://www.goodshepherdfw.org/blog/49061/praying-online-resources
Take a look around at what resources are out there. Maybe you will find
a tool that helps you stay centered in God and that will deepen your
knowledge and understanding of the Scriptures. May you have a holy
Lent.

Candle Dedications & Flowers

The Sanctuary Lamp Candle above the Altar of the
Chapel of the Blessed Sacrament is given to the greater
Glory of God and in prayer for Maria Octaviano and
Martha Hunnewell.

To arrange to dedicate a candle on a particular date, please be in touch
with
the Parish Office at parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org.

Service Details
Sunday, March 21
The Fifth Sunday in Lent
10:00 a.m.
In-Person & Live-Streamed High Mass
To view the service virtually, please visit our Facebook page.

Preacher: Fr. Humphrey
Download the Service Booklet here.
We hope to see you after this service at 11:30 a.m. for a
Virtual Coffee Hour via Zoom.
To join, go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89623388521?
pwd=NnY2b09mSkpvb3haeVR3VHNvQW9YZz09
Meeting ID: 896 2338 8521
Passcode: Quire
This week's intercessions

Support St. John's

You can support St. John's by donating today. No amount is too big or
too small. To donate, click here.

The Zabriskie Memorial Church of Saint John the Evangelist

The Choir School of Newport
County

