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We are ready for you at St. John's!
*Please note, in-person worship has resumed for 2021. The High
Mass will be live-streamed in addition.
Sunday:
The Fifth Sunday after Epiphany & (Online) Annual Meeting
No Low Mass at 8:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.:
In-Person & Live-Streamed High Mass,
followed by Annual Meeting
Watch on our Facebook page, our website at saintjohns-newport.org, or on our
new YouTube channel. Please note, video only plays when we are actually
streaming. While you're there, subscribe to the channel to get notifications when
future videos are live or uploaded! It's easy: just click on the "Subscribe" button.
If you have trouble watching the live stream on our website: Try reloading the
page or refreshing your browser, which should clear the cache. Was that sentence
Greek to you? Then check out the simple instructions
at https://www.downing.nz/simple-steps-to-refresh-your-website-brower-cache/. If
all else fails, be in touch with a Millennial or other "digital native."
Download the service booklet here.
Please note: There is no Coffee Hour on Sunday, as 9:00 a.m. Mass will be
followed by Zoom Annual Meeting at 11:00 a.m.
How to reach Father Humphrey:
By phone: 401-500-0042
By email: rector@saintjohns-newport.org
By phone appointment: rector.youcanbook.me

Zoom Annual Meeting
Sunday at 11:00 a.m.

Annual Meeting Link
Click Here
Meeting documents:
2021 Agenda
2020 Minutes
St. John's Bylaws
Proposed Bylaw Amendment
Although things look a little different this year, we're still hoping to see you
for Annual Meeting! To join the Zoom meeting using your computer (you
must have a camera on your computer in order to join a video meeting,
although you don't need to appear on video during the meeting), please click
on the link below:
Join Zoom Meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82478121167?
pwd=a3VicExxVjM2YW5sV3JMbVNsK09GUT09
Meeting ID: 824 7812 1167
Passcode: SJE2021

Or, to dial in using a home phone or mobile phone, please follow the
instructions here and the information below:
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201362663-Joining-a-meetingby-phone
One-tap mobile:
+13126266799,,82478121167#,,,,*8408373# US (Chicago)
+19294362866,,82478121167#,,,,*8408373# US (New York)
Dial by your location:
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
+1 929 436 2866 US (New York)
+1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC)
+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)
+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)
+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)
Meeting ID: 824 7812 1167
Passcode: 8408373
Find your local number:
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kxNIYhTGf

Annual Meeting is a great time to update your information!
New address, phone number, email? Call 401-848-2561 or let us know at
parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org.

A Letter from Father Humphrey

Dear People, Neighbors, and Friends of St. John's,
As those of us who live on the Point or were campus yesterday already
know, the bells began ringing again on Thursday. Our gratitude is due to
Jeff Macomber of Sakonnet Electric for installing the new parts from Verdin
Bells. Junior Warden Chris Schillaci oversaw this work in the midst of
putting the finishing touches on the Profile Committee's first major work

product, about which you will hear in detail if you attend our Zoom Annual
Meeting this Sunday following a special High Mass at 9 o'clock. (See
announcement below for details on how to join in.) Terry Chase took
action to file an insurance claim on our behalf, and while we do not yet
know if the repairs will be covered, I am very pleased to report that we have
raised more than we need to cover the deductible in the event that the
insurance company does approve the claim. In that event, the excess amount
we raised will be applied to the Capital Improvements Fund or re-designated
as the donors direct.
While the above paragraph is barely adequate to express our thanks to our
contractor and vendor, lay leadership, and generous donors amongst the
people, neighbors, and friends of St. John's, it fails entirely in conveying the
giddy joy that campus dwellers felt upon hearing that dulcet sound
emanating once again from the bell tower. One clergy spouse, who shall
remain nameless, couldn't restrain herself from texting the XIV Rector every
half hour with updates on the number of bells that she had heard moments
earlier.

The aforementioned cleric also encountered a tenant of Grafton House
(whose identity he likewise feels duty-bound to conceal) rejoicing not only
that she and her husband had finally received their first dose of something or
other (he won't say what out of respect for HIPAA privacy laws), but
positively exclaiming "Hallelujah!" at the ringing of the noonday Angelus.

I am sure other campus dwellers and neighbors were similarly jubilant
yesterday, though one resident dachshund I encountered (who appeared to
be wearing a sort of conical chorister's ruff around his neck) seemed
unusually grumpy, until it was explained to this cat lover that he had
recently lost the capacity to (ahem)...transmit his DNA to the female of the
species. So if you hear the funeral bell tolling, ask not for whom the bell
tolls: It tolls for his lost manhood.
Castrati aside, every heart was strangely warmed by such a simple thing as
the return of the bells. We had been yearning for its return, not simply
because we'd become accustomed to the rhythms of quotidian life being
marked in this way, but also because we had come to associate the sound of
the bell tower with the heartbeat of this church and the Point neighborhood
in the heart of which it sits.
After all, added to every other loss we have endured since last March, the
silencing of the bells was torturous in its palpable absence because it
reminded me, at least, of how much had been claimed by the pandemic. In
addition to its victims and those left behind to grieve them, the pandemic
also took away our ability to remain open each day to greet those who
wished to find shelter in this sacred refuge. Access to the building was for
too long denied, and even now it has not been satisfactorily restored. For
sadly, on Friday morning, as if to underscore that things were not yet
back to normal, the bells were silent again. It appears that there is more
troubleshooting to be done and likely more work to be undertaken, but
my gratitude to everyone involved thus far is undiminished.
Further, the parishioner who had volunteered to keep the church open
several afternoons a week and after Mass on Sundays has had an
improvement in his personal circumstances, which is cause for celebration
(if not yet uninterrupted bell ringing). However, what is decidedly good
news for him has unfortunately put the kibosh on his ability to be of service
to St. John's in this particular way, at least for now.
I thus find myself practically back at square one, asking myself, "When
shall we again be able to take for granted that when the bells of St.
John's once again ring, they will do so not simply to mark time, but
above all, to summon people to our open doors?"
The simple answer is that we shall continue to suffer this loss of access

to the church, which is central to our common life, until people decide
that they wish to dedicate some portion of their time, talent, and
treasure toward making it possible again.
And so my appeal as we move towards this Annual Meeting Sunday is:
Who is willing to heed the peel of these bells (once they are reliably
restored) and make St John's once again a place not only of open ears,
open minds, and open hearts, but open doors? Who among us will
finally make it possible to proclaim that we have committed ourselves to
d o whatever it takes to keep St. John's open once again to everyone,
every day, three hundred and sixty-five days a year? (Not to mention
three hundred and sixty-six days in leap years.)
I find that my deepest feelings of powerlessness are stirred up when I realize
that I alone do not have the power to accomplish the seemingly simple
objectives of keeping the bells ringing on time and keeping the doors
open every day. I am not like the prophetess Anna, who had the leisure of
pious widowhood that allowed her to remain in the Temple day and night. I
am rather, for the time being at least, like that other widow, of Zarepheth (cf.
I Kings chapter 17), who in the days of famine before the arrival of Elijah
could only look forward to baking and eating her final meal, and await
death. Where, O Lord, is my Elijah? Where is the one who will be the vessel
of your sustaining grace, so that "the barrel of meal shall not waste, neither
shall the cruse of oil fail," until this pestilence be past, the bells again ring
out with joy, and the doors again are flung open?
How I long for their ringing to proclaim that we are free at last! Free at last!
How I long for the Angelus once more to summon us morning, noon, and
night to come and worship every day in this Temple!
But until someone (or sometwo or somethree) can hear the bells ringing out
this summons to them, it will not happen.
In the meantime, "we wait for thy lovingkindness, O God, in the midst of thy
Temple" (Psalm 48:8).
Yours in Christ's service,

N.J.A. Humphrey+
XIV Rector
P.S. I would love to hear from you. You can be in touch by email
at rector@saintjohns-newport.org, or, to make an appointment,
please visit rector.youcanbook.me.

Save the Date
Multi-Parish Wednesdays in Lent Program
begins February 24
Four historic Anglo-Catholic parishes are joining forces to offer a special
Wednesdays in Lent series at 7:00 p.m. each week via Zoom . The
parishes leading this series are:
Saint John the Evangelist, Newport, RI
Fr. Nathan Humphrey, Rector &
Mr. John Lord, Director of Adult Christian Formation
Saint Paul's, Carroll St., Brooklyn, NY
Fr. William Ogburn, Rector
Saint Stephen's, Providence, RI
Fr. Benjamin Straley, Rector
Saint Thomas's, Huron St., Toronto, ON
Fr. Chris D'Angelo, Associate Priest
Other parishes are welcome to advertise this series. For more information,
please contact Fr. Humphrey at rector@saintjohns-newport.org.
"The Eucharist in a time of Pandemic: Sacramental Theology for when
you cannot receive the Sacrament," will begin on Wednesday, February
24 and run for five sessions through Wednesday, March 24:
Wednesday, 24 February
Foundations in Scripture with Fr. D'Angelo & John Lord

What are the Biblical roots of the Eucharist?
Wednesday, 3 March
Patristic Development with Fr. D'Angelo & Fr. Humphrey
How did the Church Fathers interpret the Biblical Witness?
Wednesday, 10 March
Medieval Unfolding with Fr. Straley & Fr. Ogburn
Amidst the Black Death, how was the Eucharist understood and practiced?
Wednesday, 17 March
Reformation Response with Fr. Ogburn & Fr. Humphrey
What lasting insights did the English Reformation impart?
Wednesday, 24 March
Anglo-Catholic Synthesis with Fr. Humphrey & Team Faculty
How does Anglo-Catholic theology and practice promise life in the midst of
death?
If you are already on the email list of one of the sponsoring parishes, you
will receive instructions on how to join the series.
You do not need to be associated in any way with a parish to participate, but
individuals outside the four sponsoring parishes who would like to get
involved should be in touch with Saint Stephen's, Providence
via office@sstephens.necoxmail.com to receive the Zoom link.

Sunday Low Mass on Hiatus
Due to low attendance because of health concerns in the pandemic, Low
Mass at 8 o'clcock is on hiatus until the Sunday after Easter, April 11.

The Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany

9:00 a.m. Mass only
The Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany

*Please note, in-person worship at 10 o'clock only will begin next Sunday,
February 14. It will also still be live-streamed. This week, there is one Mass
only, at 9:00 a.m., and Low Mass at 8 o'clock is on hiatus until the Sunday
after Easter, April 11.
To attend in person, please check in here.
You can download the program book here.
You can view the live stream at 9:00 a.m. on Facebook, at:
https://www.facebook.com/SaintJohnsNewport/

Ash Wednesday

On Wednesday, February 17, we will have Ash Wednesday Mass with the
Imposition of Ashes at Noon, and High Mass with the Imposition of Ashes
at 6:30 p.m., with distanced contact with a sterile swab.

Baptism, Confirmation, or Reception?
Mark your calendars for the 10 a.m. High Mass on Sunday, May 23, when
Bishop Knisely will be with us for Pentecost Sunday. At that time, Fr.
Humphrey will be the officiant at baptism, and Bp. Knisely will confirm and
receive into this Church any candidates who indicate their desire to be
presented to the Bishop.
Parents of children to be baptized, as well as adult candidates, should
make their desire known to Fr. Humphrey as soon as possible. Adult
candidates alternatively have the option of being baptized at the Great Vigil
of Easter at 7:30 p.m. on Saturday, April 3. Infants and children will be
baptized on Pentecost.
Young people ages thirteen or older who wish to make a mature affirmation
of their faith will be prepared for confirmation during Eastertide. Younger
candidates for confirmation must be in touch directly with Fr. Humphrey to
arrange for instruction in Eastertide.
Adults who have been previously confirmed in a Church that has maintained
apostolic succession (such as Roman Catholics, Eastern Orthodox, and

Swedish Lutherans) may be presented to the Bishop for reception into the
Episcopal Church.
Adult candidates for confirmation or reception are asked to participate in the
Lenten series if possible as preparation for confirmation or reception, or
arrange for preparation with Fr. Humphrey during Eastertide.
For more information, please be in touch with Fr. Humphrey at
rector@saintjohns-newport.org.

Please Check In
We ask all those who enter the building for any reason whatsoever to
provide their contact information via our website so that we may be in touch
with you about any COVID-related concerns, and so that you can be in
touch with us, should you or someone close to you fall ill or test positive for
the coronavirus.
And in case you missed it, the state of Rhode Island also released an app,
CRUSH COVID RI, that aims to to make contact tracing easier.

Strength, Joy, and Peace

Order the CD here now!

Please note: We have had technical difficulties with our
online link, but the previews are back up, here, and the CD
will be available for purchase soon on iTunes and Amazon
Music! Hard copies of the CD are still available for sale in
the parish office at the link above.

A Digital Recording, "Strength, Joy and Peace: A Choral Year from
St. John's, Newport," is available now as a CD and will soon be
available to download from iTunes and Amazon Music.
The first St. John's choral CD in recent memory is of live performances,
culled from our archives which have become so essential to our ability to
stream worship during the pandemic. Over the past eight months, sifting

through these archives has unearthed much treasure and given new
perspective to years of choral growth. Selecting just 20 pieces was its
own challenge, in order to represent a complete liturgical year. In it you
will find a healthy dose of Advent and Christmas (early in the disc),
including many things that make St. John's so special!
A fundraiser for the Martin Luther King, Jr. Community Center and
St. John's restoration of our historic 1894 Hook & Hastings organ ,
proceeds will be split equally between the two, and that half which goes
to the organ will be matched dollar for dollar. In what other universe can
you give away half your money and be right where you would have been
otherwise (in fact, richer)? In the universe of the amazing Kingdom of
God, of course, where God's agents scheme to make such things
wondrously possible.
For more information, please visit us here. Download the flyer here.
Hard copies of the CD cost $20 each or five for $90 and are now
available for pickup in the office (by appointment) or by mail (plus $3
shipping). To order, click here or above. Payment must be received
before CDs can be distributed.

Low Masses
Weekday Low Masses will take place after Evening Prayer at 5:30
p.m. Whenever possible, Low Masses will be both in-person and livestreamed.

On Tuesday, February 16 at 5:45 p.m., a Low Mass A Low Mass of
Requiem will be offered for the repose of the soul of Mrs. Sidney Webster
(Sarah Morris Fish Webster) in the Chapel of the Blessed Sacrament
immediately following Evening Prayer at 5:30. The Chapel of the Blessed
Sacrament is also known as the Webster Memorial Chapel, as Mrs. Webster
gave it in memory of her husband. Each year a requiem is offered in the
chapel on or near the anniversaries of their deaths. As a young woman,
Sarah Fish was painted in medieval garb (above, by Carl A. Weidner) which
may perhaps be interpreted as foreshadowing her later admirable and
generous support of the gothic architecture of the chapel, and the provision
she left in her will to support the Anglo-Catholic liturgy of this parish.

Wednesday, February 24: Low Mass for the Feast of St. Matthias

Candle Dedications & Flowers

To arrange to dedicate a candle on a particular date, please be in touch
with
the Parish Office at parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org.

Service Details
Sunday, February 7
The Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany
& Annual Meeting
(No Low Mass at 8:00 a.m.)
9:00 a.m.:

In-Person & Live-Streamed High Mass
* Please note, all in-person services are resumed as of Sunday,
January 3. The High Mass is also still live-streamed. To view
the service virtually, please visit our Facebook page.

Preacher: Fr. Humphrey
Download the Service Booklet here.
THIS SUNDAY ONLY:
There is no Coffee Hour after Mass
ANNUAL MEETING:
at 11:00 a.m. after 9 o'clock Mass
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82478121167?
pwd=a3VicExxVjM2YW5sV3JMbVNsK09GUT09
Meeting ID: 824 7812 1167
Passcode: SJE2021
To join by phone, see more detailed instructions at the top of
this newsletter.
This week's intercessions

Support St. John's

You can support St. John's by donating today. No amount is too big or
too small. To donate, click here.

The Zabriskie Memorial Church of Saint John the Evangelist

The Choir School of Newport
County

