The Evangelist
January 24, 2021

We are ready for you at St. John's!
*Please note, in-person worship at 8 o'clock and 10 o'clock Mass has
resumed for 2021. The High Mass at 10 will also still be livestreamed.
Sunday: The Third Sunday after the Epiphany
8:00 a.m.: Low Mass (in-person)
10:00 a.m.: Live-Streamed High Mass (in-person)
Watch on our Facebook page, our website at saintjohns-newport.org, or on our
new YouTube channel. Please note, video only plays when we are actually
streaming. While you're there, subscribe to the channel to get notifications when
future videos are live or uploaded! It's easy: just click on the "Subscribe" button.
If you have trouble watching the live stream on our website: Try reloading the
page or refreshing your browser, which should clear the cache. Was that sentence
Greek to you? Then check out the simple instructions
at https://www.downing.nz/simple-steps-to-refresh-your-website-brower-cache/. If
all else fails, be in touch with a Millennial or other "digital native."
Download the service booklet here.
Virtual Coffee Hour:
On Sunday, January 24, at 11:30 a.m., we hope to see you at Virtual Coffee Hour.
Join by clicking this link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89623388521?
pwd=NnY2b09mSkpvb3haeVR3VHNvQW9YZz09
Or enter this redirect link in your browser window:
https://tinyurl.com/SJEVirtualCoffeeHour
Meeting ID: 896 2338 8521
Password (required): Quire
How to reach Father Humphrey:
By phone: 401-500-0042
By email: rector@saintjohns-newport.org
By phone appointment: rector.youcanbook.me

A Letter from Father Humphrey
Dear People, Neighbors, and Friends of St. John's,
Mario Cuomo famously said that politicians campaign in poetry, but they
govern in prose. This past Wednesday, I sat down to watch the
Inauguration with Anne, and although I am no poet, I could appreciate
the sort of poetry-as-sermon that constituted the Inaugural Address. The
Politico text even lays it out sort of like a poem:
https://www.politico.com/news/2021/01/20/joe-biden-inauguration-speechtranscript-full-text-460813. I should note for the record, however, that the
speech as actually delivered, word for word, can be found here:
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/interactive/2021/01/20/bideninauguration-speech/.
If you are a political cynic of either party or no party at all, I would not
expect your heart to be strangely warmed by this speech. But the heart
of it, for me, came here:
To all those who supported our campaign I am humbled by the
faith you have placed in us. To all those who did not support us,
let me say this: Hear me out as we move forward. Take a
measure of me and my heart. And if you still disagree, so be
it. That's democracy. That's America. The right to dissent
peaceably, within the guardrails of our Republic, is perhaps our
nation's greatest strength. Yet hear me clearly: Disagreement
must not lead to disunion. And I pledge this to you: I will be a
President for all Americans. I will fight as hard for those who did
not support me as for those who did.
Opponents of the president are unlikely to take his pledge seriously, though I
have no reason to doubt his sincerity. But whether you roll your eyes at these
sentiments and call them platitudes or are moved to tears by their heartfelt
honesty, the key moment in that paragraph comes when he asserts that
"Disagreement must not lead to disunion." The last time the nation faced a
large-scale schism of the sort that is rending this nation at present was, of
course, the Civil War. Many men were willing to die to assert that if being

right led to division, then so be it. The Union victory seemed to cement the
notion that whatever our disagreements in the future, the indivisibility of the
nation was a given, a non-negotiable. But for the past several years, if not
decades, that "one nation, under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for
all" hasn't even seemed all that aspirational, because much of the time it
seems to me that we really only want a nation with people who are
ideologically like us, and we only count it liberty and justice when we get
what we think we deserve, while our enemies are left with nothing.
President Biden continues,
Many centuries ago, Saint Augustine, a saint of my church,
wrote that a people was a multitude defined by the common
objects of their love. What are the common objects we love
that define us as Americans? I think I know. Opportunity.
Security. Liberty. Dignity. Respect. Honor. And, yes, the
truth.
Recent weeks and months have taught us a painful lesson. There
is truth and there are lies, lies told for power and for profit.
And each of us has a duty and responsibility, as citizens, as
Americans, and especially as leaders, leaders who have pledged
to honor our Constitution and protect our nation, to defend the
truth and defeat the lies.
We must end this uncivil war that pits red against blue, rural
vs. urban, conservative vs. liberal. We can do this if we open
our souls instead of hardening our hearts. If we show a little
tolerance and humility, and if we're willing to stand in the
other person's shoes, as my mom would say, just for a
moment, stand in their shoes. Because here's the thing about
life: There's no accounting for what fate will deal you. Some
days when you need a hand. There are other days when we're
called to lend a hand. That's how it has to be. That's what we do
for one another. And if we are this way, our country will be
stronger, more prosperous, more ready for the future. And we
can still disagree.
My ears pricked up when President Biden quoted St. Augustine of Hippo,
because Augustine is my confirmation name, and his writing had a profound
impact on my faith as a young college student, and played a central role in

setting me on the path I am still following today. I appreciated very much
what President Biden had to say in those sentences quoted above.
But on Thursday night, I was listening to a news analysis of this address, and
referring to the passage above, the obviously left-leaning commentator asked
if Biden really intended people to stand in the shoes of "those people" who
stormed the Capitol. It was clear that "those people" didn't deserve such
consideration, because they were so self-evidently beyond the pale.
Now let me be clear that what I saw happening at the Capitol was indeed
beyond the pale. But does that absolve me of the obligation to understand
the deeper motivations of those who were responsible for it? Can I ever
truly know the truth of any situation without at least attempting
empathy? Any time I hear someone talking about "those people," I get the
sense that the speaker doesn't really have any idea at all what it is like to be
one of "those people," and doesn't want to understand. And in taking that
stance, such a person exists in a state of willful ignorance concerning the
underlying causes and motivations that might lead anyone to do what they
did, whether on Capitol Hill or anywhere else on earth.
It feels so much safer to look down from the heights of smug selfrighteousness than to do the emotional and mental work demanded if true
understanding is ever to take root. We must want to know "those people,"
whoever "those people" are to us, because we are "those people" to
them!
The same is true when we observe conservative reactions to race riots. Who
among us ever tries to stand in the shoes of "those people?" Who among the
establishment elite of either party would even begin to know how to stand in
the shoes of someone who has lived all her life in a country that doesn't live
up to its rhetoric when it comes to racial equity and equal opportunity? All I
know is that as long as I'm one of "those people" who despises "those
people," my hard heart won't change this country, no matter who I vote
for or what values I espouse.
I have no idea how successful President Biden will be on the level of policy,
or governance, or in this grand vision of fostering unity in the midst of
estrangement. The odds are against him, as they've been against every single
human being since the fall of Adam and Eve. The Inaugural Address was
a rousing pep talk for those of us who can forget our own frailty and
delude ourselves into trusting in our own strength. But if this nation is

to experience any healing at all, it will not come from us alone. It will be
a gift from God, who takes our hearts of stone and gives us hearts of
flesh.
I think President Biden, as a Roman Catholic, would likely agree that the
grace of God is the secret sauce that makes any good thing possible.
"Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down
from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of
turning" (James 1:17). But I guess in a political speech, he needed to pretend
that it was more within our own power to do good than it actually is. I'm not
being a defeatist here: I do think God wants to give us the grace to heal as a
nation. But true humility begins with the conviction that "we have no
power of ourselves to help ourselves," as the prayer book collect puts it.
I am reminded of the Twelve Steps of Alcoholics Anonymous. I think some
sort of Twelve Step program for this power-drunk nation is needed,
without which any calls to dry out, while sobering, will only be
temporary at best.
If you're not familiar with the Twelve Steps, they are (in slightly adapted
form):
In the first step below, just fill in the blank. Is it the pandemic, our anger, our
fear, ourselves? Is there something in your life over which you are
powerless? What made your life unmanageable? If you can identify and
admit that, then you're ready to proceed to the other steps:
1. We admitted we were powerless over _______ -- that our lives had
become unmanageable.
2. We came to believe that a Power greater than ourselves could restore us
to sanity.
3. We made a decision to turn our will and our lives over to the care of
God.
4. We made a searching and fearless moral inventory of ourselves.
5. We admitted to God, to ourselves, and to another human being the
exact nature of our wrongs.
6. We were entirely ready to have God remove all these defects of
character.
7. We humbly asked God to remove our shortcomings.
8. We made a list of all persons we had harmed, and became willing to
make amends to them all.

9. We made direct amends to such people wherever possible, except when
to do so would injure them or others.
10. We continued to take personal inventory and when we were wrong
promptly admitted it.
11. We sought through prayer and meditation to improve our conscious
contact with God, praying only for knowledge of God's will for us and
the power to carry that out.
12. Having had a spiritual awakening as the result of these Steps, we tried
to carry this message to [other human beings], and to practice these
principles in all our affairs.
As you can see, this isn't simply a roadmap to recovery, it's a program for
conversion (and, in the twelfth step, evangelism). Reading these steps again,
I find I'm more interested in the Twelve Steps than I am in any political
or legislative agenda, and I'm bracing for the power politics to resume
as those of us who get caught up in the debauchery of demagoguery of
either or any party roll merrily into the saloon, only to come out
swinging at each other and inflicting enormous damage to anything or
anyone unlucky enough to get in the way.
So while I applaud the overall tone of the Inaugural Address, I am fighting a
cynical attitude that what I'm seeing is only temporary, or worse: illusory.
We don't have enough in common anymore.
But wait: Trump and Biden do have one thing in common. They are both
teetotalers. I just wonder whether the country that elected each one of these
men president can ultimately outdo its successive Commanders-in-Chief
when it comes to the kind of sobriety this nation desperately needs.
I certainly believe it's possible. With God's help, that is.
Yours in Christ's service,

N.J.A. Humphrey+
XIV Rector
P.S. Update on the tower bells: Many thanks to the people who have come
forward with donations toward the repair of the bells. We have received

over $500 thus far. We have the parts on order and have filed an insurance
claim, but even if the claim is approved, there's a $1000 deductible, so the
kids' savings accounts aren't entirely safe from me, yet!

P.P.S. I would love to hear from you. You can be in touch by email
at rector@saintjohns-newport.org, or, to make an appointment,
please visit rector.youcanbook.me.

A New Year's Resolution

Concerning the Perpetual Availability of In-Person Worship
As of January 1, 2021, the Zabriskie Memorial Church of Saint John the
Evangelist is subject to the following policy, to remain in effect for as long
as the provisions of this policy remain in conformity with civil and canon
law, or until altered by legitimate civil and/or canonical authority.
1. On Sundays and other days as announced, the church will always be
unlocked prior to scheduled services, concerts, and events, unless the state
or federal government explicitly orders enforced emergency closure. In any
event, since St. John's will never suspend live-streaming of services at
the regularly-scheduled time insofar as that is within the church's
control, the west and south doors will always be unlocked when the
building is occupied for any reason, including live-streaming, in
compliance with the fire code. No person acting lawfully will be
prevented from entering the church or from participating in services.
2 . If the state legally mandates something, it must be complied with,
regardless of what anyone thinks or feels about it. This includes face
coverings, occupancy limits, checking in, social distancing, etc. If it is not
legally mandated, it is optional, unless mandated by the rector (or in the
absence of the rector, the vestry) as a precondition for using the facilities, in
which case this fact will be advertised in advance and via clear signage on
the premises.
3. If the diocese recommends the suspension of in-person worship, the

parish will advertise that this is the strong recommendation of the diocese
and direct that anyone who is inclined to disregard it should consider
consulting their physician first and take that advice seriously. As a general
rule, St. John's will only enforce what civil and/or canon law requires us
to enforce, or what is necessary to enforce to maintain the health and
safety of those who use the facilities insofar as that can be determined
given the circumstances at the time.
4. If the diocese insists, we will require legal waivers prior to attendance
or use of any facilities. The diocesan chancellor has already provided a
template, which will be made available if necessary when the time comes.
Any questions or concerns about this policy should be directed to the rector,
or in the rector's absence, the senior warden.

Annual Meeting
The Rector hereby gives notice that, pending the approval of the Bishop and
Standing Committee to an amendment to our Bylaws on Tuesday, January
19, 2021, the Annual Meeting of the Parish will be held beginning at 11
a.m. on Sunday 7 February 2021 following a special combined Mass at 9
a.m. that day.
Attendance will be via Zoom and/or by prior reservation in person in
the Guild Hall. Should the amendment fail, the Rector hereby gives notice
that a Special Meeting of the Parish will be held on the same day, time, and
via the same means and place as specified above. Attendance in person in the
Guild Hall is contingent upon the prevailing public health conditions at that
time and may be cancelled as the laws of the state direct. Should all go as
planned, a limited number of socially-distanced seats will be available and
parishioners will take whatever precautions are directed that day.
To indicate your desire for a seat in the Guild Hall for the meeting,
please email Director of Administration Melanie Ventura at
parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org. Depending on the number of
requests, a lottery or other selection method will be determined by the

Rector for allocating the available number of in person seats, and all
those assigned a seat will be notified no later than Sunday, January 31,
2021.
Nominations Welcome
The Vestry is composed of the Rector, four officers with one year terms, and
several regular members with staggered three year terms. The Clerk and/or
the Treasurer may concurrently serve as regular members, so the total
number of Vestry members may vary from year to year. This announcement
is for 2021, but looking ahead, it would also be good to get a sense of who
might be willing to serve in 2022 but not in 2021, as by 2022 a new priest
should be in place, and presumably sooner than that.
The Vestry currently has two vacancies amongst its regular members
for a term of three years each, and anyone willing to serve in one of those
positions and/or as Senior Warden or Junior Warden for 2021 (and/or 2022)
is invited to make that willingness known to the Rector at this time, including
the current wardens. Likewise, any parishioner interested in serving as a
regular member and/or Clerk or Treasurer for 2021 (and/or 2022) is invited
to make that willingness known to the Rector at this time, including the
current office holders.
In the event that no qualified and suitable candidates are nominated by
the Nominating Committee, the current Vestry and Officers will be
proposed for one-year term extensions.
To serve as a Vestry member or Officer, you must be a Communicant in
Good Standing. To be a Communicant, one must be a baptized member of
the congregation as recorded in the Parish Register. To be a Communicant
one also must have received Holy Communion in this church at least three
times over the course of 2020, unless dispensed by the Rector according to
Canon. Communicants in Good Standing are those Communicants, "who for
the previous year have been faithful in corporate worship, unless for good
cause prevented, and have been faithful in working, praying and giving for
the spread of the Kingdom of God," as determined by the Rector. If you are
uncertain whether you qualify to stand for Vestry, but are willing to do so if
qualified, please consult the Rector at rector@saintjohns-newport.org.
The Nominating Committee of the Vestry is composed of the Rector, the
current Officers, and Terry Chase, whose term expires on 7 February. All of

the members of the Nominating Committee are also eligible for an extension
of their terms or election or appointment to new terms.
Nominations for two Diocesan Convention delegates and two alternates are
also welcome at this time. Please inform the Rector of your willingness to
serve or to continue to serve in this capacity.
______________________________________________________________

Photographs Welcome
Do you have a high-resolution digital photograph of yourself, your family, or
anything related to St. John's from 2020 to share with the church office for our

archives or possible inclusion in the Annual Report? Perhaps there is an image
that comes to mind that represents the year past, either before the pandemic hit
us in middlemarch, or after. Please submit your photographs to Melanie
Ventura at parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org , and please include the
names and any other pertinent information for captions or photo crediting.
_______________________________________________________________

New address, phone number, email? Call 401-848-2561 or let us know at
parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org.

The Third Sunday after the Epiphany
8:00 & 10:00 a.m.
The Third Sunday after the Epiphany

*Please note, in-person worship at 8:00 a.m. Low Mass and 10:00 a.m. High
Mass is resuming as of Sunday, January 3. The 10 o'clock Mass will also
still be live-streamed.
To attend in person, please check in here.
You can download the program book here.
You can view the live stream at 10:00 a.m. on Facebook, at:
https://www.facebook.com/SaintJohnsNewport/

Please Check In
We ask all those who enter the building for any reason whatsoever to
provide their contact information via our website so that we may be in touch
with you about any COVID-related concerns, and so that you can be in
touch with us, should you or someone close to you fall ill or test positive for
the coronavirus.
And in case you missed it, the state of Rhode Island also released an app,
CRUSH COVID RI, that aims to to make contact tracing easier.

Strength, Joy, and Peace

Order the CD here now!
A Digital Recording, "Strength, Joy and Peace: A Choral Year from
St. John's, Newport," is available now as a CD and will soon be
available to download from iTunes and Amazon Music.
The first St. John's choral CD in recent memory is of live performances,
culled from our archives which have become so essential to our ability to
stream worship during the pandemic. Over the past eight months, sifting
through these archives has unearthed much treasure and given new
perspective to years of choral growth. Selecting just 20 pieces was its
own challenge, in order to represent a complete liturgical year. In it you
will find a healthy dose of Advent and Christmas (early in the disc),
including many things that make St. John's so special!
A fundraiser for the Martin Luther King, Jr. Community Center and

St. John's restoration of our historic 1894 Hook & Hastings organ ,
proceeds will be split equally between the two, and that half which goes
to the organ will be matched dollar for dollar. In what other universe can
you give away half your money and be right where you would have been
otherwise (in fact, richer)? In the universe of the amazing Kingdom of
God, of course, where God's agents scheme to make such things
wondrously possible.
For more information, please visit us here. Download the flyer here.
Hard copies of the CD cost $20 each or five for $90 and are now
available for pickup in the office (by appointment) or by mail (plus $3
shipping). To order, click here or above. Payment must be received
before CDs can be distributed.

Low Masses
Low Masses will take place after Evening Prayer at 5:30 p.m. Whenever
possible, Low Masses will be both in-person and live-streamed.

Tuesday, January 26: Low Mass
for the Conversion of St. Paul,
above.
Friday, January 29: Low Mass
for the Eve of King Charles,

Martyr, right.

Candle Dedications & Flowers

The Sanctuary Lamp Candle above the High Altar is given to the greater
glory of God and in loving memory of Alma Mae King and Theodora
Ann Shaw.

To arrange to dedicate a candle on a particular date, please be in touch
with
the Parish Office at parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org.

5th Sunday Food Drive

January is a 5th Sunday Food Drive month! Fifth Sunday food drives
take place in months in which there are 5 Sundays, with donations going
to the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Center. To contribute, please send gift
cards in any amount from grocery stores, such as Stop & Shop, Aldi's, or
Shaw's, The Dollar Tree, or pharmacies such as CVS, to the parish office
at 61 Poplar St., Newport, RI, and they will be delivered to the MLK
Center at the end of the month.

A Note on Pledging from Fr. Humphrey

The St. John's Stewardship Campaign for 2021 is underway. It's not
too late to pledge for 2021. You can make your pledge online today
here.
From Fr. Humphrey:
This year's stewardship campaign is a referendum on your
confidence in a post-pandemic parish. To say I have high hopes for
us is an understatement: I am counting on us all to demonstrate
through our giving the love we have for St. John's as our chosen
center of Christ's mission work in this city, this diocese, and the
world at large.

As Jesus teaches us, where our treasure is, there our hearts
may be found also (Matthew 6:21)
Anne and I have chosen to put our hearts and our treasure into the
flourishing of St. John's in 2021 and have pledged to this parish as a
token of our love for St. John's and all of you. If you have not
already done so, I invite you to join us.
And if you have made a pledge, be assured of our heartfelt gratitude

for supporting this parish in what may very well be its greatest time
of need in over a century. Through your generosity, and in God's
good time, God will accomplish great things at the corner of
Washington & Willow in the Point!

Service Details
Sunday, January 24
The Third Sunday after the Epiphany
8:00 a.m.: In-Person Low Mass
10:00 a.m.: In-Person & Live-Streamed
High Mass
* Please note, all in-person services are resumed as of Sunday,
January 3. The High Mass is also still live-streamed. To view
the service virtually, please visit our Facebook page.

Preacher: Fr. Humphrey
Download the Service Booklet here.

Join us for Virtual Coffee Hour at 11:30 a.m. after Mass
Join the Zoom Meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89623388521?
pwd=NnY2b09mSkpvb3haeVR3VHNvQW9YZz09
Meeting ID: 896 2338 8521
Passcode: Quire
Have a telephone but not a computer? No problem!
Dial in by landline or mobile phone: 1-312-626-6799, and
when prompted, enter the Meeting ID.
Or via iPhone one-tap, dial +13126266799,84223052255#.
This week's intercessions

Support St. John's

You can support St. John's by donating today. No amount is too big or
too small. To donate, click here.

The Zabriskie Memorial Church of Saint John the Evangelist

The Choir School of Newport
County

