The Evangelist
January 17, 2021

We are ready for you at St. John's!
*Please note, in-person worship at 8 o'clock and 10 o'clock Mass is
resuming as of Sunday, January 3. The High Mass at 10 will also still
be live-streamed.
Sunday: The Second Sunday after the Epiphany
8:00 a.m.: Low Mass (in-person)
10:00 a.m.: Live-Streamed High Mass (in-person)
Watch on our Facebook page, our website at saintjohns-newport.org, or on our
new YouTube channel. Please note, video only plays when we are actually
streaming. While you're there, subscribe to the channel to get notifications when
future videos are live or uploaded! It's easy: just click on the "Subscribe" button.
If you have trouble watching the live stream on our website: Try reloading the
page or refreshing your browser, which should clear the cache. Was that sentence
Greek to you? Then check out the simple instructions
at https://www.downing.nz/simple-steps-to-refresh-your-website-brower-cache/. If
all else fails, be in touch with a Millennial or other "digital native."
Download the service booklet here.
Virtual Coffee Hour:
On Sunday, January 17, at 11:30 a.m., we hope to see you at Virtual Coffee Hour.
Join by clicking this link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89623388521?
pwd=NnY2b09mSkpvb3haeVR3VHNvQW9YZz09
Or enter this redirect link in your browser window:
https://tinyurl.com/SJEVirtualCoffeeHour
Meeting ID: 896 2338 8521
Password (required): Quire
How to reach Father Humphrey:
By phone: 401-500-0042
By email: rector@saintjohns-newport.org
By phone appointment: rector.youcanbook.me

A Letter from Father Humphrey

Dear People, Neighbors, and Friends of St. John's,
Ask not for whom the bell tolls.
It's not tolling for anyone right now, in fact.

If you live in the neighborhood or have been on the campus of St. John's at
any time over the past several weeks, you may have noticed that the bells in
the church tower are silent. At first, that was intentional: We had workers up
there on the scaffolding restoring the exterior masonry, and the foreman
asked if we might kindly silence the bells during working hours so that none
of his crew would be startled and crack their skulls open. I thought that was
a more or less reasonable request, particularly since I wanted the work
finished before the end of 2020 if at all possible, and bell-induced accidents
would simply lead to needless delays.
And, as you read a couple of weeks ago, the work was indeed completed in
time for Christmas! At present, the workers are taking down the scaffolding;
I can hear the clanking of the metal poles from where I sit in the Rector's
Study.
For a while, I simply left the bells off all the time. But I missed them, and I
know others did, too. So eventually, I took the time to reprogram the bells to
ring only from six o'clock to ten o'clock Monday through Friday on top of
their usual weekend schedule.
But then the bells stopped working altogether. At first I thought it probably
had something to do with my reprogramming, but several investigations
ruled that out. The bells just weren't ringing. Not even the remote control
that the acolyte uses at Mass was working, so I knew something serious was
wrong.
It turns out the bell striker's solenoids shorted out due to a water leak in the
metal cone that sits atop the tower. The cone and the entire tower are now
watertight, but the magnets need to be replaced.
Our hardworking Junior Warden, Chris Schillaci, is coordinating the efforts
of Jeff Macomber of Sakonnet Electric, who is in the process of ordering the
parts. The repair will likely end up costing the church somewhere
between $2,000 and $5,000, depending on how many hours of labor are
involved, but from my perspective, the bells are a necessity as well as a
community amenity, so we will do what it takes to get them fixed, even
though we have many pressing priorities, such as renovating the rectory in
advance of the arrival of the next priest.
Anne reported to me that when one of our children learned that the bells
needed to be repaired, that child replied with, "I will donate all of my

savings from my choir stipends to fix them." It touched our hearts.
However, since it's a well-established fact that I will gladly accept a freely
offered gift to support St. John's or the Choir School from anyone, I'm
willing to drain this child's savings account unless other donors come
forward to make that unnecessary.
Thus, you might imagine that Anne is now taking after Helen Lovejoy, the
pastor's wife on The Simpsons, and asking, "Won't somebody please think of
the children?" (She isn't. But it's fun to imagine that she might be.)

While this plea is, of course, tongue-in-cheek, I did seriously wonder the
other day whether the bells would be available for ringing if we should
happen to have a national day of thanksgiving or a national day of
mourning soon. We could have either, or we could have both.
After all, the tension in the air is palpable. It's as if we are all expecting the
Apocalypse:

Of course, The Simpsons also reminds us that this isn't exactly news:

And even though I'm trying to take a "Keep Calm & Carry On" attitude,
John Donne's famous poem is worth contemplating, because it expresses the
viewpoint of someone trying to remind us that we need each other:

No man is an island,
Entire of itself.
Each is a piece of the continent,
A part of the main.
If a clod be washed away by the sea,
Europe is the less.
As well as if a promontory were.
As well as if a manor of thine own
Or of thine friend's were.
Each man's death diminishes me,
For I am involved in mankind.
Therefore, send not to know
For whom the bell tolls,
It tolls for thee.
Our own bell may not be tolling right now, but a metaphorical bell is
tolling for all of us. Too many citizens of the United States seem to have
forgotten that we are Americans first, Democrats and Republicans second.
Or at least this ought to be the case. The death of the Capitol Police officer
and the death of the protester who took part in the terrible events of January
sixth both diminish us. Every person's death diminishes us, because being
human is not something that can be done in isolation.
Is it any wonder that the isolation of the pandemic, the injustice of
racism, and the insanity of the election should have a centrifugal effect
on us as individuals and as a nation, pulling us apart from each other
and flinging all of us to the margins? What is the countervailing
centripetal force that will push us toward the center, toward stability
and peace?

These are questions John Donne himself lived
with all his life. Born during the reign of
Elizabeth I in 1572, Donne is best known, of
course, as an English poet of the "Metaphysical"
school. He was born into a Roman Catholic
family when it was technically illegal in England
to be Roman Catholic. But even though his
Roman Catholicism disqualified him from
receiving any university degrees, he ended up
studying at both Oxford and Cambridge.
As a young man, Donne earned a reputation as a
playboy and a spendthrift, but after he fell in love
and married Anne More (against her father's wishes), he became a devoted
family man and the father of a dozen children. Their married life didn't start
off very smoothly, though: Donne's father-in-law was Lieutenant of the
Tower of London, and upon learning that his daughter had married this wellknown ne'er-do-well, he had Donne locked up in Fleet Prison, along with the
Anglican priest who officiated at the wedding, and Donne's best man!
Eventually all was well, but Donne struggled most of his life to support his
parents. Poets aren't generally very well paid, I suspect.
Donne's poetry wrestles with questions of politics and religion in part
because he endured constant prejudice and harassment due to his Roman
Catholic background. But after much uncertainty, Donne ultimately joined
the Church of England.
Now, I don't know where his head and his heart were in this conversion;
some interpret it cynically as arising from a calculated, "if you can't beat 'em,
join 'em" attitude. But others do not doubt the sincerity with which he
struggled to come to reconcile the warring factions of English politics and
religion within himself. Eventually, King James urged him to accept holy
orders, and he was ordained a priest of the Church of England. In a surprise
twist, Donne ended up aa very prominent churchman when he was appointed
dean of St. Paul's Cathedral in London. He died in 1631 in a vastly different
England from the one in which he was born. Just over a decade later, his
beloved conflicted England would be plunged into civil war over
unresolved issues of politics and religion, and King James' son, Charles,
whose feast we will celebrate on Friday, January 29, would be martyred
trying to preserve the Church of England.

Read against the turbulent backdrop of English history, "Ask not for whom
the bell tolls" asks some pointed questions of us: Do we care only for
ourselves? Are we capable of living with and even loving those with
whom we disagree, whom we may even view as dangerous or dishonest,
or both? And why would we bother to love our enemies in the first
place?
Of course, we all know that Jesus commands us to do so. But what could
possibly make us both want to do so and then act in accordance with that
command? I have yet to figure any of this out for myself. Or at least, I have
yet to put any of this consistently into practice.
In the meantime, I'm just trying to get the bells in the tower fixed
without raiding my kid's savings account.
I hope that's one cause we can all rally around.
Yours in Christ's service,

N.J.A. Humphrey+
XIV Rector
P.S. If you haven't set up online giving to St. John's for 2021, take a few
minutes to be in touch with your bank or with the parish office, where we
will be happy to connect you with a staff member who can walk you through
the simple process of doing so.
P.P.S. I would love to hear from you. You can be in touch by email
at rector@saintjohns-newport.org, or, to make an appointment,
please visit rector.youcanbook.me.

A New Year's Resolution

Concerning the Perpetual Availability of In-Person Worship
As of January 1, 2021, the Zabriskie Memorial Church of Saint John the
Evangelist is subject to the following policy, to remain in effect for as long
as the provisions of this policy remain in conformity with civil and canon
law, or until altered by legitimate civil and/or canonical authority.
1. On Sundays and other days as announced, the church will always be
unlocked prior to scheduled services, concerts, and events, unless the state
or federal government explicitly orders enforced emergency closure. In any
event, since St. John's will never suspend live-streaming of services at
the regularly-scheduled time insofar as that is within the church's
control, the west and south doors will always be unlocked when the
building is occupied for any reason, including live-streaming, in
compliance with the fire code. No person acting lawfully will be
prevented from entering the church or from participating in services.
2 . If the state legally mandates something, it must be complied with,
regardless of what anyone thinks or feels about it. This includes face
coverings, occupancy limits, checking in, social distancing, etc. If it is not
legally mandated, it is optional, unless mandated by the rector (or in the
absence of the rector, the vestry) as a precondition for using the facilities, in
which case this fact will be advertised in advance and via clear signage on
the premises.
3. If the diocese recommends the suspension of in-person worship, the
parish will advertise that this is the strong recommendation of the diocese
and direct that anyone who is inclined to disregard it should consider
consulting their physician first and take that advice seriously. As a general
rule, St. John's will only enforce what civil and/or canon law requires us
to enforce, or what is necessary to enforce to maintain the health and
safety of those who use the facilities insofar as that can be determined
given the circumstances at the time.
4. If the diocese insists, we will require legal waivers prior to attendance
or use of any facilities. The diocesan chancellor has already provided a
template, which will be made available if necessary when the time comes.
Any questions or concerns about this policy should be directed to the rector,
or in the rector's absence, the senior warden.

Annual Meeting
The Rector hereby gives notice that, pending the approval of the Bishop and
Standing Committee to an amendment to our Bylaws on Tuesday, January
19, 2021, the Annual Meeting of the Parish will be held beginning at 11
a.m. on Sunday 7 February 2021 following a special combined Mass at 9
a.m. that day.
Attendance will be via Zoom and/or by prior reservation in person in
the Guild Hall. Should the amendment fail, the Rector hereby gives notice
that a Special Meeting of the Parish will be held on the same day, time, and
via the same means and place as specified above. Attendance in person in the
Guild Hall is contingent upon the prevailing public health conditions at that
time and may be cancelled as the laws of the state direct. Should all go as
planned, a limited number of socially-distanced seats will be available and
parishioners will take whatever precautions are directed that day.
To indicate your desire for a seat in the Guild Hall for the meeting,
please email Director of Administration Melanie Ventura at
parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org. Depending on the number of
requests, a lottery or other selection method will be determined by the
Rector for allocating the available number of in person seats, and all
those assigned a seat will be notified no later than Sunday, January 31,
2021.
Nominations Welcome
The Vestry is composed of the Rector, four officers with one year terms, and
several regular members with staggered three year terms. The Clerk and/or
the Treasurer may concurrently serve as regular members, so the total
number of Vestry members may vary from year to year. This announcement
is for 2021, but looking ahead, it would also be good to get a sense of who
might be willing to serve in 2022 but not in 2021, as by 2022 a new priest
should be in place, and presumably sooner than that.
The Vestry currently has two vacancies amongst its regular members

for a term of three years each, and anyone willing to serve in one of those
positions and/or as Senior Warden or Junior Warden for 2021 (and/or 2022)
is invited to make that willingness known to the Rector at this time, including
the current wardens. Likewise, any parishioner interested in serving as a
regular member and/or Clerk or Treasurer for 2021 (and/or 2022) is invited
to make that willingness known to the Rector at this time, including the
current office holders.
In the event that no qualified and suitable candidates are nominated by
the Nominating Committee, the current Vestry and Officers will be
proposed for one-year term extensions.
To serve as a Vestry member or Officer, you must be a Communicant in
Good Standing. To be a Communicant, one must be a baptized member of
the congregation as recorded in the Parish Register. To be a Communicant
one also must have received Holy Communion in this church at least three
times over the course of 2020, unless dispensed by the Rector according to
Canon. Communicants in Good Standing are those Communicants, "who for
the previous year have been faithful in corporate worship, unless for good
cause prevented, and have been faithful in working, praying and giving for
the spread of the Kingdom of God," as determined by the Rector. If you are
uncertain whether you qualify to stand for Vestry, but are willing to do so if
qualified, please consult the Rector at rector@saintjohns-newport.org.
The Nominating Committee of the Vestry is composed of the Rector, the
current Officers, and Terry Chase, whose term expires on 7 February. All of
the members of the Nominating Committee are also eligible for an extension
of their terms or election or appointment to new terms.
Nominations for two Diocesan Convention delegates and two alternates are
also welcome at this time. Please inform the Rector of your willingness to
serve or to continue to serve in this capacity.
______________________________________________________________

Photographs Welcome
Do you have a high-resolution digital photograph of yourself, your family,
or anything related to St. John's from 2020 to share with the church office

for our archives or possible inclusion in the Annual Report? Perhaps there is
an image that comes to mind that represents the year past, either before the
pandemic hit us in middlemarch, or after. Please submit your photographs to
Melanie Ventura at parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org , and please
include the names and any other pertinent information for captions or photo
crediting.

The Second Sunday after the Epiphany
8:00 & 10:00 a.m.
The Second Sunday after the Epiphany

*Please note, in-person worship at 8:00 a.m. Low Mass and 10:00 a.m. High
Mass is resuming as of Sunday, January 3. The 10 o'clock Mass will also
still be live-streamed.
To attend in person, please check in here.
You can download the program book here.

You can view the live stream at 10:00 a.m. on Facebook, at:
https://www.facebook.com/SaintJohnsNewport/

Please Check In
We ask all those who enter the building for any reason whatsoever to
provide their contact information via our website so that we may be in touch
with you about any COVID-related concerns, and so that you can be in
touch with us, should you or someone close to you fall ill or test positive for
the coronavirus.
And in case you missed it, the state of Rhode Island also released an app,
CRUSH COVID RI, that aims to to make contact tracing easier.

Strength, Joy, and Peace

Order the CD here now!
Preview online!
A Digital Recording, "Strength, Joy and Peace: A Choral Year from
St. John's, Newport," is available now as a CD and will soon be
available to download from iTunes and Amazon Music. Purchases and
digital downloads will be available at the "Preview" link above, when
available.
The first St. John's choral CD in recent memory is of live performances,
culled from our archives which have become so essential to our ability to
stream worship during the pandemic. Over the past eight months, sifting
through these archives has unearthed much treasure and given new

perspective to years of choral growth. Selecting just 20 pieces was its
own challenge, in order to represent a complete liturgical year. In it you
will find a healthy dose of Advent and Christmas (early in the disc),
including many things that make St. John's so special!
A fundraiser for the Martin Luther King, Jr. Community Center and
St. John's restoration of our historic 1894 Hook & Hastings organ ,
proceeds will be split equally between the two, and that half which goes
to the organ will be matched dollar for dollar. In what other universe can
you give away half your money and be right where you would have been
otherwise (in fact, richer)? In the universe of the amazing Kingdom of
God, of course, where God's agents scheme to make such things
wondrously possible.
For more information, please visit us here. Download the flyer here.
Hard copies of the CD cost $20 each or five for $90 and are now
available for pickup in the office (by appointment) or by mail (plus $3
shipping). To order, click here or above. Payment must be received
before CDs can be distributed.

Low Masses
Low Masses will take place after Evening Prayer at 5:30 p.m. Whenever
possible, Low Masses will be both in-person and live-streamed.

On Tuesday, January 19:
Low Mass for the
Confession of St. Peter.

Tuesday, January 26: Low Mass
for the Conversion of St. Paul,
above.
Friday, January 29: Low Mass
for the Eve of King Charles,
Martyr, right.

Candle Dedications & Flowers

The Sanctuary Lamp Candle above the High Altar is given to the greater
glory of God and in loving memory of Alma Mae King and Theodora
Ann Shaw. The Sanctuary Lamp Candle above the Altar at the Chapel of
the Blessed Sacrament is given to the greater of God and in loving
memory of Tenney K. Lehman.

To arrange to dedicate a candle on a particular date, please be in touch
with the Parish Office at parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org.

5th Sunday Food Drive

January is a 5th Sunday Food Drive month! Fifth Sunday food drives
take place in months in which there are 5 Sundays, with donations going
to the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Center. To contribute, please send gift
cards in any amount from grocery stores, such as Stop & Shop, Aldi's, or
Shaw's, The Dollar Tree, or pharmacies such as CVS, to the parish office
at 61 Poplar St., Newport, RI, and they will be delivered to the MLK
Center at the end of the month.

A Note on Pledging from Fr. Humphrey

The St. John's Stewardship Campaign for 2021 is still underway. It's
not too late to pledge for 2021, and it's not too late to make good on
any unpaid pledges for 2020! Look for your pledge information in the
mail, or make your pledge online today here.
From Fr. Humphrey:
This year's stewardship campaign is a referendum on your
confidence in a post-pandemic parish. To say I have high hopes for
us is an understatement: I am counting on us all to demonstrate
through our giving the love we have for St. John's as our chosen
center of Christ's mission work in this city, this diocese, and the
world at large.

As Jesus teaches us, where our treasure is, there our hearts
may be found also (Matthew 6:21)
Anne and I have chosen to put our hearts and our treasure into the
flourishing of St. John's in 2021 and have pledged to this parish as a
token of our love for St. John's and all of you. If you have not
already done so, I invite you to join us.

And if you have made a pledge, be assured of our heartfelt gratitude
for supporting this parish in what may very well be its greatest time
of need in over a century. Through your generosity, and in God's
good time, God will accomplish great things at the corner of
Washington & Willow in the Point!
Note: As a special gift to parishioners, St. John's sent a custom Ordo
calendar with pledge cards. If you have no need of it, please consider
returning it to us through the Poplar Street mail slot, and we'll find a
good home for it.

Service Details
Sunday, January 17
The Second Sunday after the Epiphany
8:00 a.m.: In-Person Low Mass
10:00 a.m.: In-Person & Live-Streamed
High Mass
* Please note, all in-person services are resumed as of Sunday,
January 3. The High Mass is also still live-streamed. To view
the service virtually, please visit our Facebook page.

Preacher: Fr. Humphrey
Download the Service Booklet here.

Join us for Virtual Coffee Hour at 11:30 a.m. after Mass
Join the Zoom Meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89623388521?
pwd=NnY2b09mSkpvb3haeVR3VHNvQW9YZz09
Meeting ID: 896 2338 8521
Passcode: Quire
Have a telephone but not a computer? No problem!
Dial in by landline or mobile phone: 1-312-626-6799, and
when prompted, enter the Meeting ID.
Or via iPhone one-tap, dial +13126266799,84223052255#.
This week's intercessions

Support St. John's

You can support St. John's by donating today. No amount is too big or
too small. To donate, click here.

The Zabriskie Memorial Church of Saint John the Evangelist

The Choir School of Newport
County

