The Evangelist
January 10, 2021

We are ready for you at St. John's!
*Please note, in-person worship at 8 o'clock and 10 o'clock Mass is
resuming as of Sunday, January 3. The High Mass at 10 will also still
be live-streamed.
Sunday: The First Sunday after the Epiphany
8:00 a.m.: Low Mass (in-person)
10:00 a.m.: Live-Streamed High Mass (in-person)
Watch on our Facebook page, our website at saintjohns-newport.org, or on our
new YouTube channel. Please note, video only plays when we are actually
streaming. While you're there, subscribe to the channel to get notifications when
future videos are live or uploaded! It's easy: just click on the "Subscribe" button.
If you have trouble watching the live stream on our website: Try reloading the
page or refreshing your browser, which should clear the cache. Was that sentence
Greek to you? Then check out the simple instructions
at https://www.downing.nz/simple-steps-to-refresh-your-website-brower-cache/. If
all else fails, be in touch with a Millennial or other "digital native."
Download the service booklet here.
Virtual Coffee Hour:
On Sunday, January 10, at 11:30 a.m., we hope to see you at Virtual Coffee Hour.
Join by clicking this link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89623388521?
pwd=NnY2b09mSkpvb3haeVR3VHNvQW9YZz09
Or enter this redirect link in your browser window:
https://tinyurl.com/SJEVirtualCoffeeHour
Meeting ID: 896 2338 8521
Password (required): Quire
How to reach Father Humphrey:
By phone: 401-500-0042
By email: rector@saintjohns-newport.org
By phone appointment: rector.youcanbook.me

A Letter from Father Humphrey

Dear People, Neighbors, and Friends of St. John's,
Every year on January 6, the church celebrates the feast of Epiphany at the
end of the twelve days of Christmastide; it is one of the principal Prayer
Book Holy Days and it is be observed with the greatest and most joyful
solemnity. The customs and rituals prescribed for this solemn undertaking
are provided in the rubrics of the Book of Common Prayer, and these rubrics
have the force of canon law.
Every four years on January 6, the nation observes a solemn ceremony in
which both houses of Congress meet to count and certify the results of the
Electoral College, and the President-Elect and Vice President-Elect are
finally and officially declared to have been elected. The customs and rituals
prescribed for this solemn undertaking are mandated by the United States
Constitution and specified in their particulars in the Code of Laws of the
United States of America, which is the official compilation and codification
of the general and permanent federal statutes of the United States.
An "Epiphany" is defined variously as "a church festival" or more generally,
"a usually sudden manifestation or perception of the essential nature or
meaning of something," or perhaps "an intuitive grasp of reality through
something (such as an event) usually simple and striking," or "an
illuminating discovery, realization, or disclosure," or even simply "a
revealing scene or moment."
What ordinarily happens when the results of the Electoral College are
certified by Congress is a good, albeit bland, example of an epiphany as "a
disclosure." Everyone is supposed to know the outcome before it's
announced, and everything is supposed to be carried out in the most orderly
way (what we liturgists would call a "customary" may be found inscribed in
the U.S. Code at this link: https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/3/15).
It's an epiphany of the mildest sort, routine and expected. There is solemnity,
but nothing earth-shaking is supposed to happen in this epiphany.
The other Epiphany, the one the Church celebrates, is meant to be earthshaking, as we can see from both scripture and history. The events

surrounding Jesus' birth as King of kings are dramatic: the threat it poses to
the status quo represented by Herod, his violent reaction in the massacre of
the children, the Holy Innocents, the Magi who return by a different route,
and the Holy Family, who flee into Egypt. But their drama reverberates
across the centuries as that King calls us to turn aside from the powers and
principalities of this present age and give all our allegiance to the true
Sovereign of the universe.
What happened on Wednesday at the U.S. Capitol was not, sadly, dramatic
in the salvific way that the manifestation of Christ to the Gentiles was and is
for those of us who recognize Jesus as King of kings and Lord of lords. But
it was an epiphany nonetheless. It was "a revealing scene or moment"
through which we might possibly gain "an intuitive grasp of reality
through...an event...simple and striking." It gave us a glimpse into "the
essential nature or meaning of something."
But what exactly did we see? I saw people exercising their Constitutionally
guaranteed right to assemble and protest erupt into chaos, as many people
crossed the line from peaceful protest into armed attack. Two people died: a
protester and a police officer. And all of this happened over a legal process
that is designed to yield a simple disclosure: the winner of the presidential
election.
Already the interpretation of the reality we witnessed on Wednesday is being
shaped by those who wish to use it for their own ends, on both the left and
the right. But lest we get caught up in the political wrangling of this present
moment, what strikes me most is the fear people felt that motivated some
to storm the temple of our democratic republic, and the fear of those
elected officials who were there to do their job, having solemnly sworn to
uphold the Constitution.
If an epiphany is supposed to lead to clarity about what is true, the main
truth I have seen is that we are a fearful people, and when we act from a
place of fear, we inspire fear in others, and nothing good comes of it.
That we are a nation of fearful people and fearmongers is not something
anyone wants to admit, unless it's to accuse others of being fearful or
trafficking in fear. And perhaps it's not really an epiphany, because deep
down inside, we already knew this. But Wednesday was an historic event,
an event that would not have happened had we truly been living in
freedom from fear.

In the midst of this epiphany, it is salutary to remember that Christ came to
cast away our fear, to illuminate our minds and bodies and souls, and to
allow us to see a better way, a way that leads to truth and life.
On Wednesday, my friend Fr. Robert Hendrickson, the rector of Saint
Philip's in the Hills in Tucson, Arizona once again put it better than I
possibly could when he wrote in his parish email, which I will close with,
noting I have lightly edited it and provided emphasis in places:
We are seeing truths about our country we never wanted to see.
Today, we mark the journey of the wise ones, the magi, who followed
the light of the star to adore the Prince of Peace.
If the light of the day reveals dark truths, it also reveals the light of
Christ which casts out hatred and fear. "Be not afraid," we hear over and
over in Scripture. Be not afraid.
We are not told to not fear because there is nothing to fear. We are told
to not be afraid because the God of love is standing with his people. We
are told to not be afraid because the Prince of Peace is the one whom we
worship and obey. We are told to not be afraid because a light shines in
the darkness and the darkness shall not overcome it.
What the magi found, after that long journey, was truth. They laid before
him their gifts and returned, left by another way, because all that they
had seen changed them. Seeing the truth there meant that they couldn't
safely go back to their old lives any longer. Seeing the truth there meant
that not only had they left gold, frankincense, and myrrh - they left who
they were to become who they were called to be.
Today we are encountering deep and hard truths about our nation. The
light of day reveals that which we wish we had not seen. Yet on this
Feast of the Epiphany - we are not afraid. Yet we do have a choice to
make. What will we leave behind? What gifts do we have to offer for a
more just and peaceful world? How will we return by another way,
following another path, now that we are seeing these truths?
What must we lay down that we might pick up the babe?

What hatred is darkening our sight? What anger is clouding our vision?
What fear of our neighbor is dimming the light of love in us? What
must we lay aside, now that we see more clearly the costs of the old
path?
Today, let us pray for the courage to follow the way of peace, the
strength to walk the long path toward the light, and the wisdom to see
by that light of love that we are all called to love one another as Christ
loves us.
May everyone who reads these words be blessed with an epiphany that will
allow you to find the love that casts out all fear.
Yours in Christ's service,

N.J.A. Humphrey+
XIV Rector
P.S. If you haven't set up online giving to St. John's for 2021, take a few
minutes to be in touch with your bank or with the parish office, where we
will be happy to connect you with a staff member who can walk you through
the simple process of doing so.
P.P.S. I would love to hear from you. You can be in touch by email
at rector@saintjohns-newport.org, or, to make an appointment,
please visit rector.youcanbook.me.

A New Year's Resolution

Concerning the Perpetual Availability of In-Person Worship
As of January 1, 2021, the Zabriskie Memorial Church of Saint John the
Evangelist is subject to the following policy, to remain in effect for as long

as the provisions of this policy remain in conformity with civil and canon
law, or until altered by legitimate civil and/or canonical authority.
1. On Sundays and other days as announced, the church will always be
unlocked prior to scheduled services, concerts, and events, unless the state
or federal government explicitly orders enforced emergency closure. In any
event, since St. John's will never suspend live-streaming of services at
the regularly-scheduled time insofar as that is within the church's
control, the west and south doors will always be unlocked when the
building is occupied for any reason, including live-streaming, in
compliance with the fire code. No person acting lawfully will be
prevented from entering the church or from participating in services.
2 . If the state legally mandates something, it must be complied with,
regardless of what anyone thinks or feels about it. This includes face
coverings, occupancy limits, checking in, social distancing, etc. If it is not
legally mandated, it is optional, unless mandated by the rector (or in the
absence of the rector, the vestry) as a precondition for using the facilities, in
which case this fact will be advertised in advance and via clear signage on
the premises.
3. If the diocese recommends the suspension of in-person worship, the
parish will advertise that this is the strong recommendation of the diocese
and direct that anyone who is inclined to disregard it should consider
consulting their physician first and take that advice seriously. As a general
rule, St. John's will only enforce what civil and/or canon law requires us
to enforce, or what is necessary to enforce to maintain the health and
safety of those who use the facilities insofar as that can be determined
given the circumstances at the time.
4. If the diocese insists, we will require legal waivers prior to attendance
or use of any facilities. The diocesan chancellor has already provided a
template, which will be made available if necessary when the time comes.
Any questions or concerns about this policy should be directed to the rector,
or in the rector's absence, the senior warden.

From the Profile Committee

Fellow Parishioners,
The St. John's Profile Committee has developed a survey that includes a
series of questions to help us complete our parish profile and assist the
Search Committee in understanding what qualities you would like to see in
our next priest and what elements of St. John's are most important to our
Community.
While participating in this survey is completely optional, we hope that you
will, so that our parish profile and search efforts fairly reflect who we are
today and what we aspire to be in our future.
Your responses will remain anonymous and all questions are completely
optional. If you don't feel comfortable answering a question, you can just
skip it.
You may fill out this survey in hard copy or online at the following link:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SJENewport (online is preferred).
If you or someone you know needs a hard copy of the survey please reach
out ASAP to parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org or call (401) 848-2561
to arrange a time to pick up a copy or to have a copy mailed out. Due to
COVID-19, we can not accommodate unannounced visitors to the office, so
be sure to call or email ahead if you would like to pick one up.
Alternatively, if you would prefer to have these questions read to you and
give your responses verbally, feel free to email jwarden@saintjohnsnewport.org or call (978) 380-4211, or ask any member of the Profile
Committee, or another person of your choosing.
We ask that you please complete the survey by January 14, 2021.
Sincerely,
The Profile Committee
Chris Schillaci
Ann Boyer
John Lord
Cynthia Lafferty
Ed Carnes

Robert Regalbuto

The First Sunday after the Epiphany
8:00 & 10:00 a.m.
The First Sunday after the Epiphany

*Please note, in-person worship at 8:00 a.m. Low Mass and 10:00 a.m. High
Mass is resuming as of Sunday, January 3. The 10 o'clock Mass will also

still be live-streamed.
To attend in person, please check in here.
You can download the program book here.
You can view the live stream at 10:00 a.m. on Facebook, at:
https://www.facebook.com/SaintJohnsNewport/

Please Check In
We ask all those who enter the building for any reason whatsoever to
provide their contact information via our website so that we may be in touch
with you about any COVID-related concerns, and so that you can be in
touch with us, should you or someone close to you fall ill or test positive for
the coronavirus.
And in case you missed it, the state of Rhode Island also released an app,
CRUSH COVID RI, that aims to to make contact tracing easier.

Strength, Joy, and Peace

Order the CD here now!
Preview online!
A Digital Recording, "Strength, Joy and Peace: A Choral Year from
St. John's, Newport," is available now as a CD and will soon be
available to download from iTunes and Amazon Music. Purchases and
digital downloads will be available at the "Preview" link above, when
available.
The first St. John's choral CD in recent memory is of live performances,
culled from our archives which have become so essential to our ability to
stream worship during the pandemic. Over the past eight months, sifting
through these archives has unearthed much treasure and given new
perspective to years of choral growth. Selecting just 20 pieces was its
own challenge, in order to represent a complete liturgical year. In it you

will find a healthy dose of Advent and Christmas (early in the disc),
including many things that make St. John's so special!
A fundraiser for the Martin Luther King, Jr. Community Center and
St. John's restoration of our historic 1894 Hook & Hastings organ ,
proceeds will be split equally between the two, and that half which goes
to the organ will be matched dollar for dollar. In what other universe can
you give away half your money and be right where you would have been
otherwise (in fact, richer)? In the universe of the amazing Kingdom of
God, of course, where God's agents scheme to make such things
wondrously possible.
For more information, please visit us here. Download the flyer here.
Hard copies of the CD cost $20 each or five for $90 and are now
available for pickup in the office (by appointment) or by mail (plus $3
shipping). To order, click here or above. Payment must be received
before CDs can be distributed.

Low Masses
Low Masses will take place after Evening Prayer at 5:30 p.m. Whenever
possible, Low Masses will be both in-person and live-streamed.

On Tuesday, January 19:
Low Mass for the
Confession of St. Peter.

Tuesday, January 26: Low Mass
for the Conversion of St. Paul,
above.
Friday, January 29: Low Mass
for the Eve of King Charles,
Martyr, right.

Candle Dedications & Flowers

The Sanctuary Lamp Candle above the High Altar is given to the greater
glory of God and in loving memory of Alma Mae King and Theodora
Ann Shaw. The Sanctuary Lamp Candle above the Altar at the Chapel of
the Blessed Sacrament is given to the greater of God and in loving
memory of Tenney K. Lehman.

To arrange to dedicate a candle on a particular date, please be in touch
with the Parish Office at parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org.

5th Sunday Food Drive

January is a 5th Sunday Food Drive month! Fifth Sunday food drives
take place in months in which there are 5 Sundays, with donations going
to the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Center. To contribute, please send gift
cards in any amount from grocery stores, such as Stop & Shop, Aldi's, or
Shaw's, The Dollar Tree, or pharmacies such as CVS, to the parish office
at 61 Poplar St., Newport, RI, and they will be delivered to the MLK
Center at the end of the month.

A Note on Pledging from Fr. Humphrey

The St. John's Stewardship Campaign for 2021 is still underway. It's
not too late to pledge for 2021, and it's not too late to make good on
any unpaid pledges for 2020! Look for your pledge information in the
mail, or make your pledge online today here.
From Fr. Humphrey:
This year's stewardship campaign is a referendum on your
confidence in a post-pandemic parish. To say I have high hopes for
us is an understatement: I am counting on us all to demonstrate
through our giving the love we have for St. John's as our chosen
center of Christ's mission work in this city, this diocese, and the
world at large.

As Jesus teaches us, where our treasure is, there our hearts
may be found also (Matthew 6:21)
Anne and I have chosen to put our hearts and our treasure into the
flourishing of St. John's in 2021 and have pledged to this parish as a
token of our love for St. John's and all of you. If you have not
already done so, I invite you to join us.

And if you have made a pledge, be assured of our heartfelt gratitude
for supporting this parish in what may very well be its greatest time
of need in over a century. Through your generosity, and in God's
good time, God will accomplish great things at the corner of
Washington & Willow in the Point!
Note: As a special gift to parishioners, St. John's sent a custom Ordo
calendar with pledge cards. If you have no need of it, please consider
returning it to us through the Poplar Street mail slot, and we'll find a
good home for it.

Service Details
Sunday, January 10
The First Sunday after the Epiphany
8:00 a.m.: In-Person Low Mass
10:00 a.m.: In-Person & Live-Streamed
High Mass
* Please note, all in-person services are resumed as of Sunday,
January 3. The High Mass is also still live-streamed. To view
the service virtually, please visit our Facebook page.

Preacher: Fr. Humphrey
Download the Service Booklet here.

Join us for Virtual Coffee Hour at 11:30 a.m. after Mass
Join the Zoom Meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89623388521?
pwd=NnY2b09mSkpvb3haeVR3VHNvQW9YZz09
Meeting ID: 896 2338 8521
Passcode: Quire
Have a telephone but not a computer? No problem!
Dial in by landline or mobile phone: 1-312-626-6799, and
when prompted, enter the Meeting ID.
Or via iPhone one-tap, dial +13126266799,84223052255#.
This week's intercessions

Support St. John's

You can support St. John's by donating today. No amount is too big or
too small. To donate, click here.

The Zabriskie Memorial Church of Saint John the Evangelist

The Choir School of Newport
County

