The Evangelist
January 31, 2021

We are ready for you at St. John's!
*Please note, in-person worship at 8 o'clock and 10 o'clock Mass has
resumed for 2021. The High Mass at 10 will also still be livestreamed.
Sunday: The Feast of Candlemas
8:00 a.m.: Low Mass (in-person)
10:00 a.m.: Live-Streamed High Mass (in-person)
Watch on our Facebook page, our website at saintjohns-newport.org, or on our
new YouTube channel. Please note, video only plays when we are actually
streaming. While you're there, subscribe to the channel to get notifications when
future videos are live or uploaded! It's easy: just click on the "Subscribe" button.
If you have trouble watching the live stream on our website: Try reloading the
page or refreshing your browser, which should clear the cache. Was that sentence
Greek to you? Then check out the simple instructions
at https://www.downing.nz/simple-steps-to-refresh-your-website-brower-cache/. If
all else fails, be in touch with a Millennial or other "digital native."
Download the service booklet here.
Virtual Coffee Hour:
On Sunday, January 31, at 11:30 a.m., we hope to see you at Virtual Coffee Hour.
Join by clicking this link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89623388521?
pwd=NnY2b09mSkpvb3haeVR3VHNvQW9YZz09
Or enter this redirect link in your browser window:
https://tinyurl.com/SJEVirtualCoffeeHour
Meeting ID: 896 2338 8521
Password (required): Quire
How to reach Father Humphrey:
By phone: 401-500-0042
By email: rector@saintjohns-newport.org
By phone appointment: rector.youcanbook.me

A Letter from Father Humphrey
Dear People, Neighbors, and Friends of St. John's,
In the 1920s, the visionary rector of St. John's, Fr. Julian Delameter Hamlin,
under whose leadership both Dennis House and Grafton House were
acquired in 1922, cooperated with the other Episcopal parishes in Newport
in a rotating Lenten series. Lent lasts for five weeks, and conveniently, back
then, Newport boasted five Episcopal congregations. In addition to Trinity,
Emmanuel, and St. John's, were St. George's and Zion. (The congregation of
St. George's, whose former building is next door to Newport Hospital,
merged with St. Mary's, Portsmouth in 2007. I'm not quite sure when Zion
was closed, but its building lives on as the Jane Pickens Theater.)

When I arrived at St. John's in 2013, I remember leafing
through old copies of "Parish Tidings," the St. John's
newsletter, and admiring the inter-parish cooperation that
series represented. As the dean of the Aquidneck Deanery,
I consciously emulated Fr. Hamlin's collegial example by
hosting an deanery-wide Easter Vigil at the end of my first
Holy Week as your priest in 2014. The Newport parishes
also established other joint traditions such as Christmas

Day rotating amongst Trinity, Emmanuel, and St. John's; Christmas Lessons
& Carols at Trinity; and Ascension Day and Advent Lessons and Carols with
Emmanuel, the former across town and the latter right here in the Point. But
all of these were liturgical partnerships rather than join endeavors in
Christian formation.
This year, as you will see below, St.
John's will be joining forces with three
other historic Anglo-Catholic parishes to
offer a special Wednesdays in Lent series
starting on February 24, just under a
month from now. The other parishes are
St. Stephen's, Providence, St. Paul's,
Carroll Street, Brooklyn, NY, and St.
Thomas's, Huron Street, in Toronto. I am
grateful to the clergy of those three
parishes, as well as to our own John
Lord, who in years past was an active
member of St. Paul's in Brooklyn, for
serving as joint faculty for this series.
The Rhode Island connections are both
old and new. St. John's and St. Stephen's
have been in a formal sister parish relationship since 2013, and were
certainly in an informal one long before
that. As the two leading Anglo-Catholic
parishes in this diocese, we have
naturally gravitated toward one another,
offering each other mutual support and
encouragement. I am fortunate to count
St. Stephen's former clergy, Fr. John
Alexander and Fr. Blake Sawicky, as
personal friends, and have known St.
Stephen's current rector, Fr. Benjamin Straley, since he was an organist at
Washington National Cathedral, back when I served at St. Paul's, K Street in
D.C.
As for our Brooklyn friends, in addition to John Lord, we are presently
connected to St. Paul's, Carroll Street through their rector, Fr. William
Ogburn, who previously served as a curate in this diocese, during which time
he often celebrated Low Mass in the Chapel of the Blessed Sacrament on

Prayer Book Holy Days. An accomplished musician, Fr. Ogburn also went
on tour to England as a member of our choir in 2018.
St. Paul's, Carrroll Street has even older connections with Newport through a
former rector named Andrew Chalmers Wilson. Fr. Wilson was
independently wealthy, and served as rector of St. Paul's without pay from
1909 to 1926. His time in Brooklyn overlapped with Fr. Hamlin's time here
(1919-1929), and doubtless they knew each other. But that's not all.
According to a 2017 article entitled The American Rite in Brooklyn: The Life
and Liturgical Work of Andrew Chalmers Wilson by my friend, Richard J.
Mammana,
"In 1934 the Wilsons moved to Ayrault House in Newport, Rhode
Island, where he assisted for the remainder of his able life at the
Zabriskie Memorial Church of S. John the Evangelist nearby. Wilson
celebrated an early mass on many Sundays at S. John's, and was a
regular visitor in Newport hospitals. During the Second World War,
Wilson was chairman of the Newport Ration Board. Oral history has the
rector of S. John's visiting the Wilsons at Ayrault House when they
became too weak to make their way to the parish church. On his arrival,
the rector would be met by a housekeeper who allowed him inside the
entryway where Andrew and Mary were already kneeling on prie-dieux
to receive the Blessed Sacrament. The couple then retired alone for
breakfast. At death on May 28, 1952, Wilson was president of the
Redwood Library and Athenaeum in Newport as well as secretary of the
Newport Country Club. (Despite long residence on Cape Cod and in
Newport, he maintained New York memberships at the Metropolitan
Club and the Union Club.) Wilson was buried in St. Mary's churchyard,
Portsmouth, Rhode Island after a requiem at the Monastery of St. John
the Evangelist in Cambridge, Massachusetts."
This parish is in possession of a letter from Mrs. Wilson to Fr. Haylor, who
was rector in 1952, informing him that the day before Fr. Wilson died, he
visited Newport Hospital to administer the Sacrament to those St. John's
parishioners whom he knew were currently patients there.
Although I do not know for sure, Fr. Wilson was probably also familiar with
St. Thomas's, Toronto, for he was born in Ottawa in 1872 and came to the
United States in 1899 at the ripe old age of forty-two, evidently to study at
Nashotah House, the Anglo-Catholic seminary of the Episcopal Church.
Richard Mammana entertainingly relates,

"In a standard Declaration of Intention to become a naturalized citizen of
the United States, dated January 7, 1915, Wilson swears under oath: 'I
arrived at the port of Nashotah, [a geographical impossibility!] in the
State of Wisconsin, on or about the - day of September, anno Domini
1899; I am not an anarchist; I am not a polygamist nor a believer in the
practice of polygamy; and it is my intention in good faith to become a
citizen of the United States of America and to permanently reside
therein: So help me God.'"
If you want to read more of Mr. Mammana's paper, simply click here; he's
told me he's happy to share it.
The Canadian connection through Fr. Wilson and St. Paul's continues with
St. Thomas's and St. John's, in that as everyone knows by now, in July I will
take up a new post as their rector. Essentially, I am taking the opposite
journey: Fr. Wilson from Canada to the U.S., and my family from the U.S.
to Canada.
In the meantime, I am happy that St. Thomas's and St. John's, along with St.
Stephen's and St. Paul's, can make at least part of our Lenten pilgrimage
together.
Yours in Christ's service,

N.J.A. Humphrey+
XIV Rector
P.S. Update on the tower bells: Many thanks to the people who have come
forward with donations toward the repair of the bells. We have received
over $500 thus far. We have the parts on order and have filed an insurance
claim, but even if the claim is approved, there's a $1000 deductible, so the
kids' savings accounts aren't entirely safe from me, yet!
P.P.S. I would love to hear from you. You can be in touch by email
at rector@saintjohns-newport.org, or, to make an appointment,
please visit rector.youcanbook.me.

Save the Date
Multi-Parish Wednesdays in Lent Program
begins February 24
Four historic Anglo-Catholic parishes are joining forces to offer a special
Wednesdays in Lent series at 7:00 p.m. each week via Zoom . The
parishes leading this series are:
Saint John the Evangelist, Newport, RI
Fr. Nathan Humphrey, Rector &
Mr. John Lord, Director of Adult Christian Formation
Saint Paul's, Carroll St., Brooklyn, NY
Fr. William Ogburn, Rector
Saint Stephen's, Providence, RI
Fr. Benjamin Straley, Rector
Saint Thomas's, Huron St., Toronto, ON
Fr. Chris D'Angelo, Associate Priest
Other parishes are welcome to advertise this series. For more information,
please contact Fr. Humphrey at rector@saintjohns-newport.org.
"The Eucharist in a time of Pandemic: Sacramental Theology for when
you cannot receive the Sacrament," will begin on Wednesday, February
24 and run for five sessions through Wednesday, March 24:
Wednesday, 24 February
Foundations in Scripture with Fr. D'Angelo & John Lord
What are the Biblical roots of the Eucharist?
Wednesday, 3 March
Patristic Development with Fr. D'Angelo & Fr. Humphrey
How did the Church Fathers interpret the Biblical Witness?
Wednesday, 10 March

Medieval Unfolding with Fr. Straley & Fr. Ogburn
Amidst the Black Death, how was the Eucharist understood and practiced?
Wednesday, 17 March
Reformation Response with Fr. Ogburn & Fr. Humphrey
What lasting insights did the English Reformation impart?
Wednesday, 24 March
Anglo-Catholic Synthesis with Fr. Humphrey & Team Faculty
How does Anglo-Catholic theology and practice promise life in the midst of
death?
If you are already on the email list of one of the sponsoring parishes, you
will receive instructions on how to join the series.
You do not need to be associated in any way with a parish to participate, but
individuals outside the four sponsoring parishes who would like to get
involved should be in touch with Saint Stephen's, Providence
via office@sstephens.necoxmail.com to receive the Zoom link.

Low Mass Appeal

Attendance at Low Mass over the first four Sundays of 2021 (not counting
the celebrant) has been 0, 1, 2, and 0. Whenever two or three are gathered
together at eight o'clock on a Sunday morning at St. John's, Jesus will be in
the midst of them, and Fr. Humphrey is pleased to celebrate and preach for
those visibly present, as well as for the heavenly hosts of angels and
archangels and all the company of saints not normally visible to us. But he
should like to know whether Low Mass in winter is a viable in-person
service in 2021.
If you normally attend the Low Mass but have been absenting yourself due
to the pandemic or the weather or both, please let the office know if you plan
on attending the 8 o'clock this coming Sunday the 31st.
And a reminder: We will only have one Mass at 9 a.m. on February 7 for
Annual Meeting Sunday. Depending on the attendance at Low Mass on

January 31, Fr. Humphrey will announce at Annual Meeting whether the inperson Low Mass will take an eight week hiatus from February 14 until
April 11, the Sunday after Easter, or not.
In any event, the in-person and live-streamed ten o'clock service will
continue without abeyance.

Annual Meeting
The Rector hereby gives notice that the Annual Meeting of the Parish will be
held beginning at 11 a.m. on Sunday 7 February 2021 following a special
combined Mass at 9 a.m. that day.
Attendance will be via Zoom and/or by prior reservation in person in the
Guild Hall.
Nominations Welcome
The Vestry is composed of the Rector, four officers with one year terms, and
several regular members with staggered three year terms. The Clerk and/or the
Treasurer may concurrently serve as regular members, so the total number of
Vestry members may vary from year to year. This announcement is for 2021,
but looking ahead, it would also be good to get a sense of who might be willing
to serve in 2022 but not in 2021, as by 2022 a new priest should be in place,
and presumably sooner than that.
The Vestry currently has two vacancies amongst its regular members for a
term of three years each, and anyone willing to serve in one of those
positions and/or as Senior Warden or Junior Warden for 2021 (and/or 2022) is
invited to make that willingness known to the Rector at this time, including the
current wardens. Likewise, any parishioner interested in serving as a regular
member and/or Clerk or Treasurer for 2021 (and/or 2022) is invited to make
that willingness known to the Rector at this time, including the current office
holders.
In the event that no qualified and suitable candidates are nominated by the
Nominating Committee, the current Vestry and Officers will be proposed

for one-year term extensions.
To serve as a Vestry member or Officer, you must be a Communicant in
Good Standing. To be a Communicant, one must be a baptized member of the
congregation as recorded in the Parish Register. To be a Communicant one also
must have received Holy Communion in this church at least three times over
the course of 2020, unless dispensed by the Rector according to Canon.
Communicants in Good Standing are those Communicants, "who for the
previous year have been faithful in corporate worship, unless for good cause
prevented, and have been faithful in working, praying and giving for the spread
of the Kingdom of God," as determined by the Rector. If you are uncertain
whether you qualify to stand for Vestry, but are willing to do so if qualified,
please consult the Rector at rector@saintjohns-newport.org.
The Nominating Committee of the Vestry is composed of the Rector, the
current Officers, and Terry Chase, whose term expires on 7 February. All of the
members of the Nominating Committee are also eligible for an extension of
their terms or election or appointment to new terms.
Nominations for two Diocesan Convention delegates and two alternates are also
welcome at this time. Please inform the Rector of your willingness to serve or
to continue to serve in this capacity.
________________________________________________________________

Photographs Welcome
Do you have a high-resolution digital photograph of yourself, your family, or
anything related to St. John's from 2020 to share with the church office for our
archives or possible inclusion in the Annual Report? Perhaps there is an image
that comes to mind that represents the year past, either before the pandemic hit
us in middlemarch, or after. Please submit your photographs to Melanie
Ventura at parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org , and please include the
names and any other pertinent information for captions or photo crediting.
_______________________________________________________________

New address, phone number, email? Call 401-848-2561 or let us know at
parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org.

Jan. 31: The Feast of Candlemas
8:00 & 10:00 a.m.
The Feast of Candlemas

*Please note, in-person worship at 8:00 a.m. Low Mass and 10:00 a.m. High
Mass is resuming as of Sunday, January 3. The 10 o'clock Mass will also
still be live-streamed.

To attend in person, please check in here.
You can download the program book here.
You can view the live stream at 10:00 a.m. on Facebook, at:
https://www.facebook.com/SaintJohnsNewport/

Baptism, Confirmation, or Reception?
Mark your calendars for the 10 a.m. High Mass on Sunday, May 23, when
Bishop Knisely will be with us for Pentecost Sunday. At that time, Fr.
Humphrey will be the officiant at baptism, and Bp. Knisely will confirm and
receive into this Church any candidates who indicate their desire to be
presented to the Bishop.
Parents of children to be baptized, as well as adult candidates, should
make their desire known to Fr. Humphrey as soon as possible. Adult
candidates alternatively have the option of being baptized at the Great Vigil
of Easter at 7:30 p.m. on Saturday, April 3. Infants and children will be
baptized on Pentecost.
Young people ages thirteen or older who wish to make a mature affirmation
of their faith will be prepared for confirmation during Eastertide. Younger
candidates for confirmation must be in touch directly with Fr. Humphrey to
arrange for instruction in Eastertide.
Adults who have been previously confirmed in a Church that has maintained
apostolic succession (such as Roman Catholics, Eastern Orthodox, and
Swedish Lutherans) may be presented to the Bishop for reception into the
Episcopal Church.
Adult candidates for confirmation or reception are asked to participate in the
Lenten series if possible as preparation for confirmation or reception, or
arrange for preparation with Fr. Humphrey during Eastertide.
For more information, please be in touch with Fr. Humphrey at
rector@saintjohns-newport.org.

Please Check In
We ask all those who enter the building for any reason whatsoever to
provide their contact information via our website so that we may be in touch
with you about any COVID-related concerns, and so that you can be in
touch with us, should you or someone close to you fall ill or test positive for
the coronavirus.
And in case you missed it, the state of Rhode Island also released an app,
CRUSH COVID RI, that aims to to make contact tracing easier.

Strength, Joy, and Peace

Order the CD here now!
A Digital Recording, "Strength, Joy and Peace: A Choral Year from
St. John's, Newport," is available now as a CD and will soon be
available to download from iTunes and Amazon Music.
The first St. John's choral CD in recent memory is of live performances,
culled from our archives which have become so essential to our ability to
stream worship during the pandemic. Over the past eight months, sifting
through these archives has unearthed much treasure and given new
perspective to years of choral growth. Selecting just 20 pieces was its
own challenge, in order to represent a complete liturgical year. In it you
will find a healthy dose of Advent and Christmas (early in the disc),
including many things that make St. John's so special!
A fundraiser for the Martin Luther King, Jr. Community Center and

St. John's restoration of our historic 1894 Hook & Hastings organ ,
proceeds will be split equally between the two, and that half which goes
to the organ will be matched dollar for dollar. In what other universe can
you give away half your money and be right where you would have been
otherwise (in fact, richer)? In the universe of the amazing Kingdom of
God, of course, where God's agents scheme to make such things
wondrously possible.
For more information, please visit us here. Download the flyer here.
Hard copies of the CD cost $20 each or five for $90 and are now
available for pickup in the office (by appointment) or by mail (plus $3
shipping). To order, click here or above. Payment must be received
before CDs can be distributed.

Low Masses
Low Masses will take place after Evening Prayer at 5:30 p.m. Whenever
possible, Low Masses will be both in-person and live-streamed.

Friday, January 29: Low Mass
for The Eve of King Charles,
Martyr

Candle Dedications & Flowers

To arrange to dedicate a candle on a particular date, please be in touch
with
the Parish Office at parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org.

5th Sunday Food Drive

January is a 5th Sunday Food Drive month! Fifth Sunday food drives
take place in months in which there are 5 Sundays, with donations going
to the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Center. To contribute, please send gift
cards in any amount from grocery stores, such as Stop & Shop, Aldi's, or
Shaw's, The Dollar Tree, or pharmacies such as CVS, to the parish office
at 61 Poplar St., Newport, RI, and they will be delivered to the MLK
Center at the end of the month.

Service Details
Sunday, January 31
The Feast of Candlemas
8:00 a.m.: In-Person Low Mass
10:00 a.m.: In-Person & Live-Streamed
High Mass
* Please note, all in-person services are resumed as of Sunday,
January 3. The High Mass is also still live-streamed. To view

the service virtually, please visit our Facebook page.

Preacher: Fr. Humphrey
Download the Service Booklet here.

Join us for Virtual Coffee Hour at 11:30 a.m. after Mass
Join the Zoom Meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89623388521?
pwd=NnY2b09mSkpvb3haeVR3VHNvQW9YZz09
Meeting ID: 896 2338 8521
Passcode: Quire
Have a telephone but not a computer? No problem!
Dial in by landline or mobile phone: 1-312-626-6799, and
when prompted, enter the Meeting ID.

Or via iPhone one-tap, dial +13126266799,84223052255#.
This week's intercessions

Support St. John's

You can support St. John's by donating today. No amount is too big or
too small. To donate, click here.

The Zabriskie Memorial Church of Saint John the Evangelist

The Choir School of Newport
County

