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Intentions of the Mass
The Holy Sacrifice of this Mass is offered to the greater glory of God and in thanksgiving for the
advent of our Savior Jesus Christ, in thanksgiving for all the blessings of this life, especially for the
birthdays this week of Margaret Bostrom (1/13); and for all those for whom we offer our
thanksgivings now, silently or aloud.
We remember those for whom our prayers have been asked, among them, Anthony, Elizabeth,
Laurie, Lorraine, Kelly, Michael, Stephanie, William Bachus, Joanne Barczynski,
Karl Berroth, Lily Berton, Bruno Bich, Warren Boyer, Ne’anci Brewer, John Brooks,
Kathleen Sullivan Buck, Elliot Carter, Anne Close, Jeff Coulter, Wendy Cressotti,
Roseanne Curry, Liz Davis, Caroline Davis, Clint Dempsey, Pamela Dolan, Patrick Feighan,
Richard Funk, Joan Garrison, Charles Gumkowski, David Humphrey, Ruth Kiker,
Doris Little, Christine Luciano, Trish Miller, Sherry Moe, Mary Naylor, Heather O’Connor,
Bill Passera, Gertrude Patenaude, Joseph Regalbuto, Rita Rogers, Rita Scott, John Silvia,
Emmett Shaw, Donald Smith, and Irene Weston; for the Sisters of the Holy Nativity: Abigail,
Claris, & Ellie; for all those affected by the coronavirus pandemic; and for all those for whom we
pray now, silently or aloud.
The Sanctuary Lamp Candle above the High Altar has been given to the glory of God and in loving
memory of Alma Mae King and Theodora Ann Shaw. The Sanctuary Lamp Candle at the Altar of
the Chapel of the Blessed Sacrament has been given to the glory of God and in loving memory of
Tenney K. Lehman.
And we pray for the repose of the souls of the recently departed, and for those whose year’s mind
falls this week, especially Tenney K. Lehman (1/7), William Amado (1/10), Peter Faerber (1/11),
James Howard and Samuel Rodman (1/14), R. Michael Tuck, priest (1/15), and May Regalbuto
(1/16); for the departed members of the Guild of All Souls; for the departed Sisters & Associates of
the Holy Nativity; for all those who have died in the coronavirus pandemic; and for all those we
remember now, silently or aloud. May their souls, and the souls of all the faithful departed, through
the mercies of God, rest in peace. Amen.

Virtual Zoom Coffee Hour
We hope to see you after this service at 11:30 a.m. for a Virtual Coffee Hour via Zoom.
To join, go to tinyurl.com/SJEVirtualCoffeeHour, which redirects automatically to the long URL
below, or click on that link. Then enter the password at bottom. Or, dial in and follow the voice
prompts to be connected: 1-312-626-6799. Finally, you could use this iPhone one-tap dial-in:
+13126266799,84223052255#
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89623388521?pwd=NnY2b09mSkpvb3haeVR3VHNvQW9YZz09
Meeting ID: 896 2338 8521
Passcode: Quire
You can save the information above for future weeks, as it will not change until further notice.

On the cover: The Nativity window in the South Aisle of the church; photo by Robert Ferttita.
This page: The Baptism of Christ, oil on canvas, by Jacopo Tintoretto, c. 1579
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Rite Song license. All other graphics are proprietary to St. John’s or are in the public domain.

Music Notes
The voluntaries are settings of a hymn specific to Christ’s baptism in the Jordan river. According to Albert
Schweitzer, “the pictorial representation of the play of the waves that is evident in the sixteenth-note runs
and the eighth-note figurations of Bach’s music has never been questioned.” In the case of the closing
voluntary, “it seems as if Bach wishes to present a pictorial description of great and small waves, their rise
and fall overwhelming each other.” Schweitzer goes on to insist that Bach uses these devices not merely
to describe moving water, but to “express the dogmatic idea of baptism through the floating sound-waves
of the mysticism in the hymn’s text, which symbolizes the red flood stained by Christ’s blood that is used
as the baptismal water in the ceremony: There did he consecrate a bath To wash away transgression, And quench the
bitterness of death By his own blood and passion.”
Herbert Sumsion was born in Gloucester, England in 1899 and studied under Sir Herbert Brewer, the
Cathedral Organist. After a stint as Professor of Harmony at the Curtis Institute of Music in Philadelphia,
upon the sudden death of Brewer, Sumsion took over as Cathedral Organist at Gloucester. He arrived just
in time to conduct the 1928 Three Choirs Festival, immediately justifying the confidence placed in him by
the high standard of his direction and musicianship. The appointment of one so young to such a major
post was a rarity at the time, and it was his performance at that Festival that prompted Elgar’s now famous
wordplay on Sumsion’s last name: “What at the beginning of the week was assumption has now become a
certainty.” He remained at Gloucester Cathedral for thirty-nine years, where his tuneful, brief setting of the
Communion Service in F is still heard regularly.
The beloved closing hymn is, like Greensleeves, one “captured” or transcribed from oral-tradition
sources in England and found in several variants. It first appeared in William Sandy’s Christmas
Carols, Ancient and Modern (London, 1833), the tune having been taken down by Sandys in Cornwall
in 1827. It was harmonized by Stainer in an 1871 publication which led to its popularity, and was
arranged by David Willcocks in the Carols for Choirs series while organist of King’s College,
Cambridge. (Note from an article in The Hymnal 1982 Companion by Alan Luff.)

Copyright and Recording Notices: The voluntaries, hymns, offertory anthem, and Lord’s Prayer,
were recorded in past services and provided by St. John’s choir member Christopher Scott. The Gloria,
Sanctus, and Gospel Acclamation were sung by the Professional Choristers of the Choir School of
Newport County and the St. John’s Adult Choir recorded at Hereford Cathedral during the choir’s
tour of England in summer 2018. The Creed was recorded on January 26, 2020 and by the adults of
St. John’s Choir in the Guild Hall in September 2020. Hymns reproduced from The Hymnal 1982 are
copyright The Church Pension Fund, reproduced by permission of the Rite Song License of the
Episcopal Diocese of Rhode Island. All rights reserved. Reproduced under One License, License
#734228-A. Sumsion’s Communion Service in F © Novello & Co. Ltd. Permission to podcast/stream
the music in this service obtained: One License, #734228-A.

The First Sunday after the Epiphany
At Low Mass, all music is omitted. Due to the pandemic, please take your booklet with you following the service.
It wll not be re-used at High Mass.
The Mass setting is Communion Service in F by Herbert Sumsion (1899-1995)
Voluntary

Our Lord Christ to Jordan came, BWV 684

Opening Hymn

Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)
Christ is the world’s true light
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Opening Acclamation

Collect for Purity
Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love
thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name, through Christ our Lord.
People

Summary of the Law
Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ saith. Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and
with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second
is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the
law and the prophets.
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Gloria
Glory be to God on high,
and on earth peace,
good will towards men.
We praise thee, we bless thee,
we worship thee, we glorify thee,
we give thanks to thee
for thy great glory,
O Lord God, heavenly King,
God the Father Almighty.
O Lord, the only-begotten Son,
Jesus Christ;
O Lord God, Lamb of God,
Son of the Father,
that takest away the sins of the world,
have mercy upon us.
Thou that takest away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer.
Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father,
have mercy upon us.
For thou only art holy;
thou only art the Lord;
thou only, O Christ,
with the Holy Ghost, art most high
in the  glory of God the Father. Amen.
Collect of the Day
Celebrant
The Lord be with you.
People
And with thy spirit.
Celebrant
Father in heaven, who at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan didst proclaim him thy
beloved Son and anoint him with the Holy Spirit: Grant that all who are baptized into his Name may
keep the covenant they have made, and boldly confess him as Lord and Savior; who with thee and the
same Holy Spirit liveth and reigneth, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.
Old Testament (At High Mass only)

Genesis 1:1-5

In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. And the earth was without form, and void;
and darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters.
And God said, Let there be light: and there was light. And God saw the light, that it was good: and
God divided the light from the darkness. And God called the light Day, and the darkness he called
Night. And the evening and the morning were the first day.
Reader
People

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Epistle

Acts 19:1-7

And it came to pass, that, while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul having passed through the upper coasts came
to Ephesus: and finding certain disciples, He said unto them, Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye
believed? And they said unto him, We have not so much as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost. And
he said unto them, Unto what then were ye baptized? And they said, Unto John’s baptism. Then said Paul,
John verily baptized with the baptism of repentance, saying unto the people, that they should believe on
him which should come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus. When they heard this, they were baptized in the
name of the Lord Jesus. And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came on them;
and they spake with tongues, and prophesied. And all the men were about twelve. Amen.

Gospel Acclamation
The choir introduces the Alleluia, which is then sung by all, and again following the verse.

Verse: Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening. You have the words of eternal life. Repeat Alleluia.
Gospel

Mark 1:4-11

Deacon

Deacon

People

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.

People

John did baptize in the wilderness, and preach the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins. And
there went out unto him all the land of Judaea, and they of Jerusalem, and were all baptized of him in the
river of Jordan, confessing their sins. And John was clothed with camel’s hair, and with a girdle of a skin
about his loins; and he did eat locusts and wild honey; And preached, saying, There cometh one mightier
than I after me, the latchet of whose shoes I am not worthy to stoop down and unloose. I indeed have
baptized you with water: but he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost. And it came to pass in those days,
that Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee, and was baptized of John in Jordan. And straightway coming
up out of the water, he saw the heavens opened, and the Spirit like a dove descending upon him: And
there came a voice from heaven, saying, Thou art my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.
Deacon
The Gospel of the Lord.
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People

Sermon

Father Nathan Humphrey

Renewal of the Baptismal Covenant
The People remain seated until invited to stand.
Address to the Congregation
The Celebrant or Deacon says
Dearly beloved, the Feast of the Baptism of Our Lord, along with the Great Vigil of
Easter, the Day of Pentecost, and All Saints Sunday, is one of the four principal days
on which the administration of the Sacrament of Holy Baptism is particularly suitable.
In those years in which no baptismal candidates are presented in this local church, we
are nonetheless invited to join in solidarity with those who are being baptized on this
most holy day throughout the world. Let us stand therefore with that throng of saints
not visible to us and renew our own Baptismal Covenant.
The Apostles’ Creed and Baptismal Covenant
The People stand.
Celebrant
People

Dost thou believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

Celebrant
People

Dost thou believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

Celebrant
People

Dost thou believe in God the Holy Ghost?
I believe in the Holy Ghost,
the holy Catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
 and the life everlasting.

Celebrant

Wilt thou continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread,
and in the prayers?
I will, with God’s help.

People
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Celebrant
People

Wilt thou persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever thou dost fall into sin, repent and
return to the Lord?
I will, with God’s help.

Celebrant
People

Wilt thou proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ?
I will, with God’s help.

Celebrant
People

Wilt thou seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving thy neighbor as thyself?
I will, with God’s help.

Celebrant

Wilt thou strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every
human being?
I will, with God’s help.

People

Prayers for the Candidates
Celebrant

Beloved in the Lord, let us now pray for those persons who are to receive the
Sacrament of new birth throughout the Church.

Minister
People

Deliver them, O Lord, from the way of sin and death.
Lord, hear our prayer.

Minister
People

Open their hearts to thy grace and truth.
Lord, hear our prayer.

Minister
People

Fill them with thy holy and life giving Spirit.
Lord, hear our prayer.

Minister
People

Keep them in the faith and communion of thy holy Church.
Lord, hear our prayer.

Minister
People

Teach them to love others in the power of the Spirit.
Lord, hear our prayer.

Minister
People

Send them into the world in witness to thy abounding love.
Lord, hear our prayer.

Minister
People

Bring them to the fullness of thy peace and glory.
Lord, hear our prayer.

Celebrant

Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of Jesus Christ thy Son may
live in the power of his resurrection and look for him to come again in glory; who
liveth and reigneth now and for ever. Amen.

The Peace

The People and Ministers may greet one another, maintaining physical distancing. To give online, please visit our website
at saintjohns-newport.org/sjegiving. Gifts by check are also welcome: 61 Poplar St. Newport, RI 02840.
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At the Offertory
Brightest and best of the stars of the morning, dawn on our darkness, and lend us thine aid;
Star of the East, the horizon adorning, guide where our infant Redeemer is laid.
Cold on His cradle the dew-drops are shining, low lies His head with the beasts of the stall;
Angels adore Him in slumber reclining, maker and Monarch and Saviour of all.
Say, shall we yield Him, in costly devotion, odors of Edom, and offerings divine?
Gems of the mountain, and pearls of the ocean, myrrh from the forest,
and gold from the mine?
Vainly we offer each ample oblation, vainly with gifts would his favor secure;
Richer by far is the heart’s adoration, dearer to God are the prayers of the poor.
Words: Reginald Heber (1783-1826), 1811; Music: Malcolm Archer (born 1952)
Presentation Hymn

Sing praise to our creator
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Intentions of the Mass
See the inside front cover of this booklet for the full list of Intentions, which the Celebrant summarizes, at the end of
which he says,
Celebrant
People
Celebrant

Pray, my brothers and sisters, that this, my sacrifice and yours, may be acceptable
to God the Father Almighty.
May the Lord receive this sacrifice at thy hands, to the praise and glory of
his Name, both for our benefit and that of all his holy Church.
Amen.

Sursum Corda

Facing the Altar, the Celebrant proceeds
It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in all places, give thanks
unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God. Because in Jesus Christ our Lord thou hast
received us as thy sons and daughters, made us citizens of thy kingdom, and given us the Holy Spirit
to guide us into all truth. Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven,
we laud and magnify thy glorious Name; evermore praising thee, and saying,
Sanctus and Benedictus
Holy, Holy, Holy,
Lord God of Hosts:
Heaven and earth are full of thy glory.
Glory be to thee, O Lord Most High.
 Blessed is he that cometh
in the Name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
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Canon of the Mass
The People kneel. The Celebrant continues
All glory be to thee, Almighty God, our heavenly Father, for that thou, of thy tender mercy, didst give
thine only Son Jesus Christ to suffer death upon the Cross for our redemption; who made there (by
his one oblation of himself once offered) a full, perfect, and sufficient sacrifice, oblation, and
satisfaction, for the sins of the whole world; and did institute, and in his holy Gospel command us to
continue, a perpetual memory of that his precious death and sacrifice, until his coming again:
For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took Bread; and when he had given thanks, he brake it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat, This is my body, which is given for you, do this in
remembrance of me.
Likewise, after supper, he took the Cup; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying,
“Drink ye all of this; for this is my Blood of the New Testament which is shed for you, and for many,
for the remission of sins; do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of me.”
Wherefore O Lord and heavenly Father, according to the institution of thy dearly beloved Son our
Saviour Jesus Christ, we, thy humble servants, do celebrate and make here before thy Divine Majesty,
with these thy holy gifts, which we now offer unto thee, the memorial thy Son hath commanded us
to make; having in remembrance his blessed passion and precious death, his mighty resurrection and
glorious ascension; rendering unto thee most hearty thanks for the innumerable benefits procured
unto us by the same.
And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us; and, of thy almighty goodness,
vouchsafe to bless and sanctify, with thy Word and Holy Spirit, these thy gifts and creatures of bread
and wine; that we, receiving them according to thy Son our Saviour Jesus Christ’s holy institution, in
remembrance of his death and passion, may be partakers of his most blessed Body and Blood.
And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness, mercifully to accept this, our sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving; most humbly beseeching thee to grant that, by the merits and death of thy Son Jesus
Christ, and through faith in his blood, we, and all thy whole Church, may obtain remission of our sins,
and all other benefits of his passion.
And here we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our souls and bodies, to be a reasonable,
holy, and living sacrifice unto thee; humbly beseeching thee, that we, and all others who shall be
partakers of this Holy Communion, may worthily receive the most precious Body and Blood of thy
Son Jesus Christ, be filled with thy grace and  heavenly benediction, and made one body with him,
that he may dwell in us, and we in him.
And although we are unworthy, through our manifold sins, to offer unto thee any sacrifice; yet we
beseech thee to accept this our bounden duty and service; not weighing our merits, but pardoning our
offences, through Jesus Christ our Lord; by whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the
Holy Ghost all honor and glory be unto thee, O Father Almighty, world without end.
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The Lord’s Prayer
And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say,
Cantors

People

The Breaking of the Bread
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.
The Choir sings the Refrain on the next page, which is then repeated by all.
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The Fraction
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept. Then is sung

Presentation & Spiritual Communion
For those who cannot receive Holy Communion, the Celebrant presents the Body and the Blood in blessing, similar in
devotional intent and meaning to Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament, since it is the Body and Blood of Christ that
blesses us in the Sacrament.
Celebrant
People

 The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ keep your body and soul unto
everlasting life.
Lord, I am not worthy that thou shouldest come under my roof, but speak
the word only, and my soul shall be healed.

The server rings the bell and the Celebrant communicates himself and any others in the Chancel.
Non-communicants may wish to add the following prayer silently during this time.
In union, O Lord with the faithful at every altar of thy Church where the Holy Eucharist is now being
celebrated, and in particular the altar of St. John’s, I offer thee praise and thanksgiving. I present to
thee my soul and body, with the earnest wish that I may always be united to thee. And since I cannot
now receive thee sacramentally, I beseech thee to come spiritually into my heart. I unite myself to
thee, and embrace thee with all the affections of my soul. Let nothing ever separate thee from me.
May I live and die in thy love. Amen.
Adapted from the Armed Forces Prayer Book, 1951
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Hymn at Communion

Let all mortal flesh keep silence
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Post-Communion Collect
The People kneel as able, or sit. The Celebrant begins
Let us pray. Almighty and everliving God,
The People continue
we most heartily thank thee, for that thou dost vouchsafe to feed us
who have duly received these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food
of the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son our Saviour Jesus Christ;
and dost assure us thereby of thy favour and goodness towards us;
and that we are very members incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son,
which is the blessed company of all faithful people;
and are also heirs, through hope, of thy everlasting kingdom,
by the merits of his most precious death and passion.
And we humbly beseech thee, O heavenly Father,
so to assist us with thy grace,
that we may continue in that holy fellowship,
and do all such good works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost,
be all honour and glory, world without end. Amen.
Blessing
May Christ, the Son of God, be manifest in you, that your lives may be a light to the world; and the
blessing of God Almighty,  the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain
with you always.

Dismissal
The Deacon or Celebrant dismisses the people, to which the People respond
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Closing Hymn

The first Nowell
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Voluntary

Our Lord Christ to Jordan came, BWV 685

Johann Sebastian Bach

Please maintain an atmosphere of reverent silence in the church during and after the voluntary.
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