The Evangelist
December 13, 2020

We are ready for you at St. John's!
*Please note, in-person worship is temporarily suspended until
further notice, because of COVID-19 precautions amid the
pandemic surge.
Sunday: The Third Sunday of Advent
10:00 a.m.: Live-Streamed High Mass
Watch on our website at saintjohns-newport.org, or on our new YouTube
channel. Please note, video only plays when we are actually streaming. While
you're there, subscribe to the channel to get notifications when future videos are live or
uploaded! It's easy: just click on the "Subscribe" button.
If you have trouble watching the live stream on our website: Try reloading the
page or refreshing your browser, which should clear the cache. Was that sentence
Greek to you? Then check out the simple instructions
at https://www.downing.nz/simple-steps-to-refresh-your-website-brower-cache/. If
all else fails, be in touch with a Millennial or other "digital native."
Download the service booklet here.
Virtual Coffee Hour:
On Sunday, December 13, at 11:30 a.m., we hope to see you at Virtual Coffee Hour.
Join by clicking this link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89623388521?
pwd=NnY2b09mSkpvb3haeVR3VHNvQW9YZz09
Or enter this redirect link in your browser window:
https://tinyurl.com/SJEVirtualCoffeeHour
Meeting ID: 896 2338 8521
Password (required): Quire
How to reach Father Humphrey:
By phone: 401-500-0042
By email: rector@saintjohns-newport.org
By phone appointment: rector.youcanbook.me

A Letter from Father Humphrey

Dear People, Neighbors, and Friends of St. John's,
A colleague and friend of mine posted this morning on social media, "There
is nothing wrong with being annoyed that we can't have the same kind of
Christmas this year. There's nothing wrong with being annoyed that we have
to wear masks all the time. There is nothing wrong with being annoyed with
all of this. And shaming people into not being annoyed is not helpful. On
most days, I am a 'keep calm and carry-on' kind of person, but cracks in all
of our emotional walls are showing right now. It's OK."
In Advents past, we could look forward to a pretty standard observance on
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day: on the former, Family Mass at 5 p.m.
and "Midnight" Mass at 10 p.m. (I learned the hard way that churchgoing
Newporters don't tend to stay up past 11 p.m. on Christmas Eve, hence the
quotation marks and earlier time.) In Advents past, the only people I could
count on to spread shame on social media were the self-appointed "Advent
Police," who believe that the church should-indeed must-strictly keep this
sober season of preparation with a Spartan sanctuary: no decorations, aside
(grudgingly) from the Advent Wreath. No flowers on the altar except
(reluctantly) evergreen branches. Altars in Violet (though there's a
subspecies known as the Sarum Advent Police, who advocate Blue altars,
instead). Most importantly, the church should give no quarter to secularists
who persist in celebrating Christmas before Christmas Eve! The church must
not countenance Christmas concerts in Advent, and certainly never sponsor
them. The most extreme enforcers of Advent believe that to decorate the
church before the morning of December 24th is downright scandalous.
I used to belong to that constabulary, but no longer. I'm not interested any
more in policing what others do when it comes to decorations, because it's
enough to enforce the minimum regulations imposed upon us (for our own
good, of course) by the state. Business proprietors (and by implication,
clergy in charge of churches) now have a "positive obligation" to enforce
mask wearing indoors. (It's only by implication because of this thing called
the First Amendment, but still...) I've never really had an "enforcer's
personality." I prefer playing good cop to playing bad cop. Yet, I recognize
that when it comes to my responsibility to ensure to the best of my ability
the safety and wellbeing of those who use our facilities, it's necessary to

insist on basic things like mask wearing indoors. Even if I am hypocritical in
one regard: whatever else happens, I believe it's important for the celebrant
at Mass to be unmasked except when not conducting the liturgy or
distributing communion. When I watch services online and see masked
celebrants and preachers, I just want to turn the service off. It's too
demoralizing.
But at some point, we have to choose what level of risk to accept for
ourselves, which always affects what risks we impose on others. So if others
can't accept the same level of risk we can tolerate, we must allow others to
remove themselves from situations where they believe they are exposing
themselves to unacceptable risk, and negotiate mutual obligations based on
reasonable interpretations of what is and is not acceptable. But shaming
others for having different approaches doesn't help anyone, and it doesn't
persuade anyone. The best we can do is set boundaries where it is our
responsibility to do so, enforce those boundaries in a healthy and respectful
way, and trust that we are all doing the best we can under the circumstances.
Because it's complicated, and there are no obvious answers. Most of the
time, if we think something's obvious, we are obviously not paying
attention!
The other day, for instance, I instigated a debate on social media about
preferences in church music performance. As I expected, almost everyone
had a strong opinion one way or another, and even the nuanced ones
proceeded from contested assumptions. Some of the responses to my post
started off with some rhetorical device along the lines of, "this is not a matter
for debate." But have you ever noticed that those who assert such things
always do so about things that are endlessly debatable?

Adiaphora:
Matters not considered
essential to faith

It's like the perpetual debate over what constitutes adiaphora and what
constitutes essential dogma. Which brings me back to what might best be
described as Advent Puritanism, the essential dogma held by the Advent
Police. While I used to be an Advent Puritan, I now allow Christmas
concerts in Advent. I allow the church to be decorated for those concerts
(within limits). I'd like to insist that any concert decorations come down and
not be put back up until the 24th, but seeing as we do not have an army of
volunteers and a flourishing Flower Guild, that's just unreasonable. It's also
downright ungrateful to the dedicated few who do pour their hearts into the
project of beautifying the church in time for Christmas Eve. When you have
a small crew, and are often alone in the church decorating, the work simply
takes longer. So I stopped being an Advent Puritan when I started to try to
meet people halfway: After the Second Sunday of Advent, I tolerate the
gradually increasing Christmassy beauty. I put up with the anticipatory joy.
It's my cross to bear.

So you might accuse me of being Advent Latidudinarian. But this year, with
the pandemic, I haven't imposed any limits beyond the bare minimum

necessary to affirm that it is, indeed, still Advent. The altar is violet and the
liturgy and vestments will have to be enough to remind us not to get too
spiritually excited until it is proper to do so.
Now, some purists in this parish are consoling themselves with the
knowledge that next Advent I will not be here to sully the season. Though of
course they know full well my successor may be even worse! Some of my
future parishioners who may be reading this will be horrified by my
latitudinarianism, no doubt, and question why the Bishop of Toronto called a
madman. They will write letters of protest, perhaps even withhold their
pledges.
But hostility towards those who fail to enforce a strict division between the
seasons of Advent and Christmastide has never, I am quite certain, ever
produced a more loving disciple of Jesus. You can't be both an Advent
Puritan and an evangelist.
So while I used to be and Advent Puritan, silently (and sometimes not so
silently) tsk-tsking when I saw a Nativity set in front of a church in Advent
that already had the baby Jesus lying in the manger, I hope the pandemic has
taught us by now that there are more important things to worry about.
Though as my colleague noted above, the self-appointed Pandemic Police
don't really help anyone's morale either. The pandemic is not to be taken
lightly, particularly when the infection rate in Rhode Island continues to
outpace every other state per capita in the country. So again, there are no
easy answers. In the meantime, we act as faithfully as we can, and we wait.
I guess my biggest objection to Advent Puritanism is that it fails to be
sufficiently proleptic in its outlook. The sense of the proleptic is the notion
that in God, everything is already/not-yet. It's an eschatological concept that
is expressed liturgically in the Church's calendar: it's always Easter, even on
Good Friday. It's always Advent, even on Christmas Day, because Christ is
coming again. We will be saved and we are already saved and we are always
in need of salvation. Any notion of liturgical time that is too synchronized
with the present, as if time is only linear or strictly circular, whereas it's
more like a Möbius strip.
When thinking about a post-pandemic parish, the Möbius strip is an apt
image: Will there ever be an end to it? Will we have to go through this again
and again? The answer to both questions is likely yes. So too with Christmas
in Advent: if on Sunday you tune in to our live stream, don't be shocked that

it's already beginning to look a lot like Christmas even earlier than it did last
year. Conversely, don't rush ahead to "Joy to the world" and "Silent night"
just yet; the altar is still Violet (and this Sunday we will get Rose, as well!)
It's not up to us to be the Advent Police or the Pandemic Police, though we
do have to take seriously the fact that we are still in Advent and still in the
midst of a Pandemic. Keep calm and carry on being annoyed at the already
and the too-soon. And await with as much patience and grace the not-yet and
the can't-happen-soon-enough. Soon and very soon, we are going to see the
King.

Yours in Christ's service,

N.J.A. Humphrey+
P.S. I hope you enjoy this offering above from Andraé Crouch. When I was
a child, we had an intercom system in our house that my father wired to the
record player. He would play an album as we fell asleep. Andraé Crouch
was one of our favorites.
P.P.S. If you're looking for gift ideas, the "Word on Fire" Bible series Fr.
Humphrey mentioned last week is on sale through tomorrow for 20% off
and free U.S. shipping. And a beautiful C.S. Lewis "bible" is available here.
And don't forget our "Strength, Peace, and Joy" CD, here.

P.P.P.S. I would love to hear from you. You can be in touch by email
at rector@saintjohns-newport.org, or, to make an appointment,
please visit rector.youcanbook.me.

An Artful Reunion

Several weeks ago, a man living near Providence called Fr. Humphrey and
informed him that he had a painting he would like to donate to the church.
"Oh great," he thought, "Just what I need. Someone unloading his cheap
religious art on us." What the man said next caught Fr. Humphrey by
surprise, "It's by a guy named John Sawicki."
On Thursday, the painting finally arrived. Fr. Humphrey had not mentioned
the impending donation to John, but as it so happened, John was at the
church decorating the interior for Christmas.
Father Humphrey recounts, "I came in holding this large frame and John
could only see the back of it. He said very considerately, 'Let me take that

for you, Father. What do we have here?' The look on his face when he
turned the canvas around was priceless. He teared up. 'Where in the world
did you get this! I painted this!' he exclaimed."
The painting of the church was made sometime between 1978 and 1981. It
turns out that the Providence man was an old friend of John's and owner of a
few John Sawicki originals, and, knowing the provenance of this particular
painting, thought we might appreciate having it.
"I was living in Willow's Edge and this was my view," said John, who was
not a member of St. John's then; in fact, he only became an active member a
few years ago and now faithfully serves at the altar all year round and takes
charge of the Christmas and Easter decor.
Willow's Edge is the house on the corner of Willow and Second Street; the
back of the house overlooks the parking lot and the east wall of the church.
"I only rented that house for a few years, so this is a really early painting of
mine. I'm still an Impressionist, but I'd like to think I have a lighter touch
nowadays."
Michael Payton, who was present to help John, suggested Fr. Humphrey take
a photo to memorialize the moment, and John gamely obliged, momentarily
removing his mask for the photo op.
The painting is full of color and life. The Vestry will decide what to do with
it or where to hang it, with John's advice, of course. "It was a wonderful
surprise reunion, and I'm glad I could facilitate it," Fr. Humphrey said,
smiling broadly underneath his mask.

Advent Calendar of Kindness

Calendar courtesy of The Rose Center for Learning.)
You can download the Kindness calendar here

This Sunday
10:00 a.m.: The Third Sunday of Advent

*Please note, all in-person worship is temporarily suspended until further
notice because of COVID-19 precautions during the pandemic surge.
This Sunday, we will celebrate live-streamed High Mass at 10:00 a.m. for
the Third Sunday of Advent.
You can download the program book here.
You can view the live stream at 10:00 a.m. on the St. John's website at:
saintjohns-newport.org,
On our YouTube channel, at:
https://youtube.com/channel/UCwMEgnqXrBRRzgNP2JrXKKg
And on Facebook, at:
https://www.facebook.com/SaintJohnsNewport/
Because of a change in Facebook regulations that took effect Oct. 1, we're
not sure when or if Facebook may take our video down, so if the video is not
on Facebook, please check our website or YouTube.

Please (Still) Check In
Even though in-person Sunday worship has been temporarily suspended, we
ask all those who enter the building for any reason whatsoever to provide
their contact information via our website so that we may be in touch with
you about any COVID-related concerns, and so that you can be in touch
with us, should you or someone close to you fall ill or test positive for the
coronavirus.
And in case you missed it, the state of Rhode Island also released an app,
CRUSH COVID RI, that aims to to make contact tracing easier.

Special Celebrations in Advent

Preview: Home for the Holidays: A Newport Christmas from St. John's

"Home for the Holidays: A Newport Christmas from St. John's" : Our
presentation of the seventh annual "Christmas on the Point" concert is a
pre-recorded collaboration with the dancers of the Island Moving
Company, who will adapt a sequence from The Nutcracker beginning at
the historic creche and moving throughout the building.
The dancers, the St. John's Adult Choir, Professional Choristers from The
Choir School of Newport County, harpist Susan Knapp Thomas, and
Peter Berton on the historic 1894 Hook & Hastings pipe organ (and its
model railroad within) will serve up a Christmas feast with all the
trimmings! Special decorations and lighting will make this a memorable
event which you can enjoy from home free anytime online from the
evening of Dec. 17 through the twelfth day of Christmas (January 6).
Proceeds benefit The Choir School of Newport County and Friends of
Music at St. John's. Online donations are gratefully accepted here.
___________________________________________________________

Pre-Order Here
A Digital Recording, "Strength, Joy and Peace: A Choral Year from
St. John's, Newport," will be available mid-December in both CD and
download formats on iTunes and Amazon Music.
The first St. John's choral CD in recent memory is of live performances,
culled from our archives which have become so essential to our ability to
stream worship during the pandemic. Over the past eight months, sifting
through these archives has unearthed much treasure and given new
perspective to years of choral growth. Selecting just 20 pieces was its
own challenge, in order to represent a complete liturgical year. In it you
will find a healthy dose of Advent and Christmas (early in the disc),
including many things that make St. John's so special!
A fundraiser for the Martin Luther King, Jr. Community Center and

St. John's restoration of our historic 1894 Hook & Hastings organ ,
proceeds will be split equally between the two, and that half which goes
to the organ will be matched dollar for dollar. In what other universe can
you give away half your money and be right where you would have been
otherwise (in fact, richer)? In the universe of the amazing Kingdom of
God, of course, where God's agents scheme to make such things
wondrously possible.
For more information, please visit us here. Download the flyer here.
Hard copies of the CD cost $20 each or five for $90 and are available for
pickup in the office (by appointment) or by mail (plus $3 shipping) after
Monday, Dec. 14. To order, click here or above. Payment must be
received before CDs can be distributed.
Preview "Christmas on the Point," our local favorite by former
St. John's organist William King Covell III, with words by Edith
Ballinger Price, below

Advent Lessons & Carols

Advent Lessons & Carols features special guest readers recorded from
various places around Rhode Island and includes archival recordings of
the Professional Choristers of The Choir School of Newport County ,
t h e St. John's Adult Choir, and the Choir of Emmanuel Church,
Newport, in addition to newly recorded material.
The video is available here and on Vimeo here.
The video will stay posted through the evening of Wednesday, Dec. 16.
The service is free, but donations are gratefully accepted online here.
Gifts by check are also welcome via mail to:
St. John's Church
61 Poplar St.
Newport, RI 02840
Gifts also may be dropped off through the Poplar Street mail slot.

Christmas Eve

Join us (In-Person or Virtually) on Christmas
Eve
4:00 p.m.: Gather outside the church with masks, mufflers, and mittens
for a Stationary Social-but-distanced Christmas Carol Service that will
last no longer than 30 minutes. We won't be moving from door to door,
but we will sing some very moving music. Be sure to bring a flashlight,
or at least make sure your smartphone is charged sufficiently.

6:00 p.m.: High Mass will be available to view at any time via our
website, YouTube channel, or Facebook beginning at 6:00 p.m. Sadly,
the Bishop has advised us to limit our in-person worship to outdoors only
on Christmas Eve, hence the caroling service above.
___________________________________________________________
The Diocese is offering a virtual Blue Christmas service at 7:00 p.m.
Monday, December 21, from the Cathedral of St. John, Providence. For
links to the service, click here.

Thank You from The Choir School
Please see below for a special thank you from The Choir School of
Newport County. Thank you for your support!

Low Masses

The following low Masses will take place after Evening Prayer at 5:30
p.m. Whenever possible, Low Masses will be both in-person and livestreamed. Please note, in-person worship has currently temporarily
been suspended because of COVID precautions amid the worldwide
pandemic, but Low Mass will be live-streamed, barring any
technical difficulties.

Tuesday, December 22: Low
Mass for the Feast of St. Thomas

Thursday, December 31: Low

(transferred from December 21)

Mass for the Eve for of Holy Name

Candle Dedications & Flowers

If you would like to dedicate the Advent wreath, its candles, or another
candle in honor or in memory of a loved one, please be in touch with the
Parish Office at parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org to make sure the
date is free. The suggested donation for a candle dedication is $25,
although a donation is any amount is welcome.

With many thanks to the talents and time of John Sawicki and his St.
John's elves, the greening of St. John's for Christmas is under way! (You
can see his beautiful work in the photo of the Advent wreath above.)
Please consider giving generously to the Christmas Flowers fund in
honor or memory of a loved one by check, Memo line "Christmas
Flowers," to:
St. John's Church,
61 Poplar St.,
Newport RI 02840
Or by donating online here:

Please email your memoriams to Melanie in the parish office at
parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org.

To arrange to dedicate a candle on a particular date, please be in touch
with the Parish Office at parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org.

A Note on Pledging from Fr. Humphrey

The St. John's Stewardship Campaign for 2021 is under way. Look
for your pledge information in the mail, or make your pledge online
today here.
From Fr. Humphrey:
This year's stewardship campaign is a referendum on your
confidence in a post-pandemic parish. To say I have high hopes for
us is an understatement: I am counting on us all to demonstrate
through our giving the love we have for St. John's as our chosen
center of Christ's mission work in this city, this diocese, and the
world at large.

As Jesus teaches us, where our treasure is, there our hearts
may be found also (Matthew 6:21)
Anne and I have chosen to put our hearts and our treasure into the
flourishing of St. John's in 2021 and have pledged to this parish as a
token of our love for St. John's and all of you. If you have not
already done so, I invite you to join us.
And if you have made a pledge, be assured of our heartfelt gratitude

for supporting this parish in what may very well be its greatest time
of need in over a century. Through your generosity, and in God's
good time, God will accomplish great things at the corner of
Washington & Willow in the Point!
Note: As a special gift to parishioners, St. John's sent a custom Ordo
calendar with pledge cards. If you have no need of it, please consider
returning it to us through the Poplar Street mail slot, and we'll find a
good home for it.

5th Sunday Food Drive

November's 5th Sunday Food Drive raised $510 for the MLK Center's
Food Pantry. Thank you to all who donated! We are planning more
outreach for the beginning of the year.
Fifth Sunday Food Drives benefit the MLK Center and take place every
month in which there are five Sundays. The fundraiser consists of gift
cards that are collected and distributed to the Center, and a Facebook
fundraiser.

Thank you!

Service Details
Sunday, December 13
The Third Sunday of Advent
* Please note, all in-person services are temporarily
suspended until further notice, because of COVID-19
precautions amid the surging pandemic. To view the service
virtually, please visit our website, Facebook,
or YouTube channel.

Live-Streamed High Mass at 10:00 a.m.
Preacher: Fr. Humphrey
Download the Service Booklet here.

Join us for Virtual Coffee Hour at 11:30 a.m. after Mass
Join the Zoom Meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89623388521?
pwd=NnY2b09mSkpvb3haeVR3VHNvQW9YZz09
Meeting ID: 896 2338 8521
Passcode: Quire
Have a telephone but not a computer? No problem!
Dial in by landline or mobile phone: 1-312-626-6799, and
when prompted, enter the Meeting ID.
Or via iPhone one-tap, dial +13126266799,84223052255#.
This week's intercessions

Support St. John's

You can support St. John's by donating today. No amount is too big or
too small. To donate, click here.

The Zabriskie Memorial Church of Saint John the Evangelist

The Choir School of Newport
County

