The Evangelist
December 6, 2020

We are ready for you at St. John's!
*Please note, in-person worship is temporarily suspended until
further notice, because of COVID-19 precautions amid the
pandemic surge.
Sunday: The Second Sunday of Advent
10:00 a.m.: Live-Streamed High Mass
Watch on our website at saintjohns-newport.org, or on our new YouTube
channel. Please note, video only plays when we are actually streaming. While
you're there, subscribe to the channel to get notifications when future videos are live or
uploaded! It's easy: just click on the "Subscribe" button.
If you have trouble watching the live stream on our website: Try reloading the
page or refreshing your browser, which should clear the cache. Was that sentence
Greek to you? Then check out the simple instructions
at https://www.downing.nz/simple-steps-to-refresh-your-website-brower-cache/. If
all else fails, be in touch with a Millennial or other "digital native."
Download the service booklet here.
Parish History Day Zoom Coffee Hour:
On Sunday, December 6, at 11:30 a.m., join us for a virtual Parish History Day
Zoom Coffee Hour. We changed accounts, so please note these new links and
meeting ID.
Join by clicking this link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89623388521?
pwd=NnY2b09mSkpvb3haeVR3VHNvQW9YZz09
Or enter this redirect link in your browser window:
https://tinyurl.com/SJEVirtualCoffeeHour
Meeting ID: 896 2338 8521
Password (required): Quire
How to reach Father Humphrey:
By phone: 401-500-0042
By email: rector@saintjohns-newport.org
By phone appointment: rector.youcanbook.me

A Letter from Father Humphrey

Dear People, Neighbors, and Friends of St. John's,
In the United States, those who claim no religious identity - "nones" as
pollsters call them - has risen from 5% around the year I was born (1973) to
26% in 2019. That's over a quarter of our population, and proportionately
larger in New England!
It gets worse. Among Millennials (anyone born between 1981 and 1996, that
is, anyone aged 23 to 38 in 2019), an incredible 40% are unaffiliated with a
church, synagogue, mosque, or any other community of faith. None.
So, how many nones of any age do you know? Since this newsletter goes out
to neighbors and friends who aren't members of St. John's, this might well
describe you, or your (grand)child, or your spouse, or all of the above!
I encountered these startling statistics the other day when I picked up The
Word on Fire Bible: The Gospels, one of many books published by Word
on Fire Catholic Ministries, headed by Roman Catholic bishop Robert
Barron. This study Bible, as it's marketed, made me a little suspicious when
I first heard about it from Episcopal clergy friends on Facebook, because as

a tool for Roman Catholic evangelization, I'm not crazy about the thought of
giving it to people I'd like to join my little church only to have them be
inspired through me to join (or return to) the Roman Catholic Church! I
mean, I'd rather have that outcome than the alternative of folks not having
any faith community to support them in their pilgrimage towards God, but
I've got to be honest: I have to watch out for the bottom line of my own
parish, not help swell the pews (and coffers) of St. Mary's RC Church up the
hill! (Admittedly, I suspect if Rome paid me a commission for every convert
or returnee I send their way, I might be less wary of such things as The
Word on Fire Bible.)
In the final analysis, though, I do believe that sharing the Good News of
Jesus Christ is even more important (gasp) than maintaining sectarian
sustainability. In fact, perhaps we should all eschew preoccupation with
church growth and decline in favor of simply preaching the Gospel. (A wild
and crazy idea, I know.) Maybe we should just sow the seeds and let them
fall where God wills.
Maybe.
Happily, all my misgivings about using a Romish study Bible as a way to
introduce people to Jesus evaporated on page 22, when in a brief
introductory essay entitled, "How to Approach the Bible," Bishop Barron
referred to William Placher, a Presybterian theologian who died in 2008.
Any Roman Catholic bishop who is willing to recognize the solid truths to
be found within other Christian traditions is all right by me ... mostly.
In that essay, Bishop Barron outlines five interpretive strategies for any
reader of the Bible, beginner or expert, ordained or lay, Christian or (as yet)
nonbeliever. I won't quote them in the same order the good bishop does, but
I think it would be helpful to recapitulate all five of them here, mostly in my
own words.
So let's start with the one from William Placher: Learn to distinguish
between what is in the Bible and what the Bible teaches. Just because we
find polygamy among God's righteous people doesn't mean the Bible teaches
that polygamy is morally justifiable, or even that it ever was appropriate. It's
simply describing the way things were. Same thing with slavery. The Bible
teaches slaves to obey their masters, but it doesn't teach that slavery is a
good thing or something Christians ought to perpetuate. What it teaches is
"if you are a slave, do your best to give glory to God through your

behavior." And one could further argue that the concept and practice of
slavery itself was different in Biblical times than it was in the Antebellum
South, especially as it was not specifically racialized in the Bible. Slavery in
the Bible is not about white supremacy.
Two further interrelated interpretive strategies are these: On the one hand,
Remember that the Bible is a Library of Books with many genres, each
with its own interpretive norms. But on the other hand, Learn to think of
the Bible as one book with one grand narrative arc.
As for the first of these two interpretive strategies, the whole argument about
whether the Bible should be taken literally or not is naïve at best and
deceptive at worst when we recognize the simple truth that history and
poetry are not interpreted the same way, that what is historical by modern
standards is not necessarily intended to be so by ancient standards, and that
"identifiable within the biblical corpus are legend, saga, tall tale, history,
poetry, song, prophecy, biography, epistolary literature, and apocalypse, and
each of these requires a particular kind of interpretive approach," as Barron
writes.
As for the other, counterbalancing, strategy, the Bible is "telling one great
story, or perhaps better, unfolding one great drama. This theo-dramatic
consciousness makes the interpreter attentive to the themes, patterns,
rhymes, and trajectories contained within the entire Bible." This interpretive
strategy is demonstrated particularly well, for instance, in the Bible Project's
series on every book in the Old Testament and New Testament, which can
be
found
by
pointing
your
browser
to
https://bibleproject.com/explore/#series and clicking on "Old Testament"
or "New Testament" under the filters on the left side of the screen. (Being a
Protestant Evangelical outfit, the Bible Project doesn't have videos on the
Intertestamental/Apocryphal/Deuterocanonical books that Roman Catholics,
Anglicans, and others regard as part of the canon, but maybe they'll get
around to those one day. A guy can hope.)
Related to the belief that the Bible is one great story with one grand
narrative arc is the notion that: One can (and should!) discern a "canon
within the canon." That is, there are certain teachings the Bible privileges
above all others. Think, for instance, of the Summary of the Law that we
normally hear every Sunday: "Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ saith. Thou
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with
all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like

unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two
commandments hang all the law and the prophets." By that phrase, "the law
and the prophets" Jesus was referring to the totality of the Old Testament,
and by extension, the New Testament. Thus, as Bishop Barron writes, "every
story, poem, doctrine, or saying in the Bible should be read as ultimately
designed to inculcate love of God and neighbor. If we turn the principle
around, we find that any interpretation of a biblical passage that militates
against the love of God and neighbor is necessarily a bad
interpretation." Another way of putting it, he writes, is that Jesus alone
truly explains the meaning of the Bible. He notes that because of this
Christocentric interpretive lens, many of the church fathers read the violent
parts of the Bible "as allegories of the spiritual struggle against evil," not as
justification for genocide, or warfare, or oppression of women, or anything
else of that sort.
The final interpretive strategy Bishop Barron proposes is what marks this
study Bible as distinctly Catholic in nature, though I think it's perfectly
consonant with an Anglican view of the Bible, which interprets "catholic" as
"universal" and not necessarily dogma commanded and controlled by the
Magisterium of the Church of Rome. In short, this strategy is, Always
remember the Bible is the Church's book, and the proper framework
interpreting it is ecclesial and evangelical. That is, it's the Church's book
because the Church itself was led to compile the canon of the Bible. As
Bishop Barron writes, "Though skeptics today hold that certain books, the
Gnostic Gospels for example, did not make it into the canon due to power
struggles within the ancient Church, a much more satisfying explanation is
that these texts were correctly judged not to be reliable witnesses to
Christian revelation." The books of the Bible were brought together over
time by the Church and for the Church, and the dual purpose for having a
Bible in the first place is a) so that we in the Church may use it to share the
Good News with others (currently) outside the Church, and b) so that all the
baptized may continue our formation as disciples and apostles of Jesus, as
we await his coming again in glory. In short, the Bible gives us an
evangelical commission, as Jesus puts it in the final verses of Matthew, to
"Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all
things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway,
even unto the end of the world. Amen."
So get The Word on Fire Bible: The Gospels as a Christmas present for the
nones in your life. It might well be for them the best Christmas present ever,

as it reveals why we celebrate Christmas in the first place.
Yours in Christ's service,

N.J.A. Humphrey+
P.S. I would love to hear from you. You can be in touch by email
at rector@saintjohns-newport.org, or, to make an appointment,
please visit rector.youcanbook.me.

Thank You!

Wow, you look amazing and your skin is glowing!
Happy "give a compliment to a friend" day!

It was so good to see everyone who joined us for Tuesday's Zoom event, St.
John's Virtual Offering: Promoting Community Mental Health through
Mind, Body, and Spirit!
Attached, please find a copy of the beautiful and brilliant Advent of
Kindness calendar, created by the amazing Dr. Jenn Berton (beloved St.
John's Sunday School teacher, and, as her day job, owner and principal of
The Rose Center for Learning.) You can download the Kindness calendar
here, while the link below will bring you to a replay of the Zoom. Feel free
to share both with friends and family! And thank you for your patience
while the video was edited!
https://www.dropbox.com/t/7bwgpZ3mIMkf7pGA
Once again, many thanks to Dr. Jenn and Heather Strout! Information about
how to support the MLK's Santa's Workshop can be found on the link
below.
https://www.mlkccenter.org/holiday-help
Whether through outreach, spiritual support, or beautiful music, St. John's
and the Choir School of Newport County also do so much to help members
of the community, especially those in need. These acts of kindness couldn't
be possible without support from individuals like you all! It means so much
every year, but especially during this unprecedented year!
Stay tuned for a special holiday production featuring the Choir School
students, adult choir, and Island Moving Company!
Happy holidays and cheers to 2021!
Best,
Kristin MacMannis
Director of Engagement

This Sunday

10:00 a.m.: The Second Sunday of Advent

*Please note, all in-person worship is temporarily suspended until further
notice because of COVID-19 precautions during the pandemic surge.
This Sunday, we will celebrate live-streamed High Mass at 10:00 a.m. for
the Second Sunday of Advent.
You can download the program book here.
You can view the live stream at 10:00 a.m. on our the St. John's
website at:
saintjohns-newport.org,
On our YouTube channel, at:
https://youtube.com/channel/UCwMEgnqXrBRRzgNP2JrXKKg
And on Facebook, at:
https://www.facebook.com/SaintJohnsNewport/
Because of a change in Facebook regulations that took effect Oct. 1, we're

not sure when or if Facebook may take our video down, so if the video is not
on Facebook, please check our website or YouTube.

11:30 a.m.: Parish History Day Coffee Hour

During the normally scheduled virtual coffee hour at 11:30 a.m. on
Sunday, December 6, the Vestry will host a Parish History Event and
transition process update with the the chairpersons of the Profile and
Search committees, the Wardens, and the Rev. Canon Dena CleaverBartholomew.
At Canon Dena's request, Fr. Humphrey will join us for this session until
we turn to recent parish history, at which time he will bow out so that
participants will feel free to speak frankly about his tenure.
The Parish History Event is intended to provide an opportunity for
members of the congregation to build a shared sense of history and a
timeline for St. John's. This is the first of multiple opportunities for
congregational input as we work to develop our parish profile that will
be posted on the National Office of Transition Ministry database for
review by potential applicants to the position of Priest-in-Charge of St.
John's.
We sincerely thank all of those who are praying for St. John's, and who

have volunteered to serve on the Profile and Search committees.
Yours in prayer,
Cheryl Abney,
Senior Warden
Chris Schillaci,
Junior Warden
Please join us for this special Virtual Coffee Hour after Mass at 11:30
a.m.
Meeting ID: 896 2338 8521
Password: Quire
There are several ways to join. From your web browser on any device,
join by clicking here, entering the Meeting ID and/or passcode from
above if requred:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89623388521?
pwd=NnY2b09mSkpvb3haeVR3VHNvQW9YZz09
Or enter tinyurl.com/SJEVirtualCoffeeHour directly into your web
browser, which automatically redirects to the long URL above!
Have a telephone but not a computer? No problem!
Dial in by landline or mobile phone: 1-312-626-6799, and when
prompted, enter the Meeting ID.
Or via iPhone one-tap, dial +13126266799,84223052255#.
Hope to see and/or hear from you soon!

5:00 p.m.: Advent Lessons & Carols

Advent Lessons & Carols, featuring special guest readers, including
R.I. Gov. Gina Raimondo; state Rep. Marvin Abney, chairman of the
State House's Finance Committee; and Crista Durant, president since
2014 of Newport Hospital, among others, will be recorded from various
places around Rhode Island and include archival recordings of the
Professional Choristers of The Choir School of Newport County and the
St. John's Adult Choir, in addition to to newly recorded material. The
readings and lessons will be assembled into a movie that will be made
available on St. John's website, saintjohns-newport.org, for viewing
anytime it is convenient, beginning at 5:00 p.m. on Sunday, Dec. 6,
through the evening of Dec. 16. The movie format provides the "printed
program"; texts and hymns will appear on the screen so you can sing
from home, along with still images from the church's stained glass
windows and artwork.

Please (Still) Check In
Even though in-person Sunday worship has been temporarily suspended, we

ask all those who enter the building for any reason whatsoever to provide
their contact information via our website so that we may be in touch with
you about any COVID-related concerns, and so that you can be in touch
with us, should you or someone close to you fall ill or test positive for the
coronavirus.
And in case you missed it, the state of Rhode Island also released an app,
CRUSH COVID RI, that aims to to make contact tracing easier.

Special Celebrations in Advent

"Home for the Holidays: A Newport Christmas from St. John's" : Our
presentation of the seventh annual "Christmas on the Point" concert will
take advantage of pre-recording to collaborate with the dancers of the
Island Moving Company, who will adapt a sequence from The

Nutcracker beginning at the historic creche and moving throughout the
building. The dancers, the St. John's Adult Choir, Professional Choristers
from The Choir School of Newport County, harpist Susan Knapp
Thomas, and Peter Berton on the 1894 Hook & Hasting pipe organ (and
its model railroad within) will serve up a Christmas feast with all the
trimmings! Special decorations and lighting will make this a memorable
event which you can enjoy from home free anytime from the evening of
Dec. 17 through the twelfth day of Christmas (January 6). Online
donations are welcome. A video preview of the concert will be on the St.
John's website, saintjohns-newport.org, beginning Dec. 10.
___________________________________________________________

A Digital Recording, "Strength, Joy and Peace: A Choral Year from
St. John's, Newport" will be available mid-December in both CD and
download formats; pre-ordering instructions will be on the St. John's
website on December 7. Featuring The St. John's Adult Choir and the

Professional Choristers from The Choir School of Newport County,
twenty hymns and anthems chart the course of a year from archival
service recordings, new recordings, and the choirs' tours to England and
Washington, D.C. The proceeds from the recording will be split equally
between the Martin Luther King Jr. Center and the restoration of the 1894
Hook & Hastings organ at St. John's.
FOR MORE ON THE CD, SEE BELOW.

Christmas Eve

Join us (In-Person or Virtually) on Christmas

Eve
4:00 p.m.: Gather outside the church with masks, mufflers, and mittens
for a Stationary Social-but-distanced Christmas Carol Service that will
last no longer than 30 minutes. We won't be moving from door to door,
but we will sing some very moving music. More details to follow next
week.
6:00 p.m. High Mass will be available to view at any time via our
website, YouTube channel, or Facebook beginning at 6:00 p.m. Sadly,
the Bishop has advised us to limit our in-person worship to outdoors
only on Christmas Eve, hence the caroling service above.

Strength, Joy, and Peace

As you can read in Fr. Humphrey's greeting in the packaging, the first St.
John's choral CD in recent memory is of live performances, culled from
our archives, which have become so essential to our ability to stream
worship during the pandemic.
Over the past eight months, sifting through these archives has unearthed
much treasure and given new perspective to years of choral growth.
Selecting just twenty pieces was its own challenge, in order to represent
a complete liturgical year.

In it, you will find a healthy dose of Advent and Christmas (early in the
disc), including many things that make St. John's so special! "Christmas
on the Point," our local favorite by former St. John's organist William
King Covell III with words by Edith Ballinger Price, can be previewed
here or below. Eventually (by December 18, if all goes to plan), you will
be able to preview all of the tracks on iTunes and Amazon music, and
purchase licensed downloads in the usual way; you can also get an oldschool real CD ( see flyer for details).
The packaging is already in production, and the audio nearly finished. In
the coming week, choir members are recording the last of many
"overdubs" that in some tracks have been added to "correct" (read:
swamp!) some of the spots that might be less than chorally "iTunesworthy" in the recordings.
However, we've left all the "human noises" moments intact ... partly as
there is no way to remove most of them without a second quiet take to
insert as a replacement, and partly as a reminder that (to quote Fr. H)
these are real shared moments, fostering "a deeper appreciation for life in
community."
A few of the tracks, just four, are entirely "fabricated" in our Guild Hall
studio, created for worship this past fall. Even these have the
imperfections of small noises reminding us of those who have worked
over months of recording sessions to put these moments together for
posterity.
It's a fundraiser for the Martin Luther King, Jr. Community Center and
the St. John's organ restoration; proceeds will be split equally between
the two, and that half which goes to the organ will be matched dollar for
dollar. In what other universe can you give away half your money and be
right where you would have been otherwise (in fact, richer)? In the
universe of the amazing Kingdom of God, of course, where God's agents

scheme to make such things wondrously possible.
This is certainly a year to remember, and this stocking stuffer will be
treasured for years to come. Perhaps some track or other will find some
measure of international digital fame out there, and a gazillion
downloads of it will pay for the organ. We can only hope, but meanwhile
we can listen to God whispering in our ears through our recent history,
sweetened by the miracles of modern technology. Enjoy!
-- Music Director Peter Stoltzfus Berton

Click here to preview "Christmas on the Point" audio!

Thank You from The Choir School
Please see below for a special thank you from The Choir School of
Newport County. Thank you for your support!

Low Masses
The following low Masses will take place after Evening Prayer at 5:30
p.m. Whenever possible, Low Masses will be both in-person and livestreamed. Please note, in-person worship has currently temporarily
been suspended because of COVID precautions amid the worldwide
pandemic, but Low Mass will be live-streamed, barring any
technical difficulties.

Tuesday, December 22: Low
Mass for the Feast of St. Thomas

Thursday, December 31: Low

(transferred from December 21)

Mass for the Eve for of Holy Name

Candle Dedications & Flowers

If you would like to dedicate the Advent wreath, its candles, or another
candle in honor or in memory of a loved one, please be in touch with the
Parish Office at parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org to make sure the
date is free. The suggested donation for a candle dedication is $25,
although a donation is any amount is welcome.

With many thanks to the talents and time of John Sawicki and his St.
John's elves, the greening of St. John's for Christmas is under way! (You
can see his beautiful work in the photo of the Advent wreath above.)
Please consider giving generously to the Christmas Flowers fund in
honor or memory of a loved one by check, Memo line "Christmas
Flowers," to:
St. John's Church,
61 Poplar St.,
Newport RI 02840
Or by donating online here:

Please email your memoriams to Melanie in the parish office at
parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org.

To arrange to dedicate a candle on a particular date, please be in touch
with the Parish Office at parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org.

Make Your Pledge to St. John's

The St. John's Stewardship Campaign for 2021 is under way. Look for
your pledge information in the mail, or make your pledge online today
here.
The Stewardship Campaign keeps St. John's serving you and the
community. Please make your pledge or donation. Thank you!

Service Details
Sunday, December 6
The Second Sunday of Advent
* Please note, all in-person services are temporarily
suspended until further notice, because of COVID-19
precautions amid the surging pandemic. To view the service

virtually, please visit our website, Facebook,
or YouTube channel.

Live-Streamed High Mass at 10:00 a.m.
Preacher: Fr. Humphrey
Download the Service Booklet here.

Join us for Parish History Day Virtual Coffee Hour
at 11:30 a.m. after Mass!
Join the Zoom Meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89623388521?
pwd=NnY2b09mSkpvb3haeVR3VHNvQW9YZz09

Meeting ID: 896 2338 8521
Password (required): Quire
Have a telephone but not a computer? No problem!
Dial in by landline or mobile phone: 1-312-626-6799, and
when prompted, enter the Meeting ID.
Or via iPhone one-tap, dial +13126266799,84223052255#.
This week's intercessions

Support St. John's

You can support St. John's by donating today. No amount is too big or
too small. To donate, click here.

The Zabriskie Memorial Church of Saint John the Evangelist

The Choir School of Newport
County

