An Announcement from Fr. Humphrey
Dear People, Neighbors, and Friends of St. John's,
It's Friday the Thirteenth, and with this inauspicious date comes
unfortunate news.
Yesterday, Bp. Knisely wrote the clergy with some urgent counsel. The
following excerpts are directly applicable to our own context:
As I write this, in the [past] 24 hours, I have learned that we have
three clergy and two congregations that have been exposed to an
asymptomatic person during worship or in their community. I expect
this number to grow. Rhode Island is experiencing uncontrolled
community spread of the COVID-19 virus today, and the number of
infections [is] growing at an exponential rate...Even if we are
extraordinarily careful in worship settings, the attendant risks of
exposure prior to and following the service are high enough to make
us hesitate...
There is a danger that the hospital system in Rhode Island will be
overwhelmed before the end of this month. Anything we can do to
decrease the number of new cases will help our neighbors have
access to good care should they become ill. In a moment like this,
layers of prevention and protection need to work in a cumulative
way. Moving back to virtual worship as a primary choice for a few
months will buy us all time and preserve the state's limited resources.
We can do our part to help the larger effort this way.
We managed during this past spring. When the rate of infection
dropped, and the weather changed, many returned to in-person
outdoor worship. There's every reason to expect we will do so again.
And in the spring, we expect that we'll have an effective vaccine
available and can plan on a full return in the early summer. That's six
or seven months away - and if we hold fast now, more of us will be
able to celebrate together on that happy day. If we don't hold fast,

more people will become ill, and some will die.
I join with the other Episcopal Bishops of New England in urging
you to return to virtual worship. I wish it wasn't necessary, but for
the moment, it is.
Faithfully,
The Right Rev. W. Nicholas Knisely, SOSc
Bishop, The Episcopal Diocese of Rhode Island
Accordingly, and with the concurrence of the Wardens, I must announce
that effective this Sunday, November 15, Low Mass will be cancelled
temporarily out of an abundance of caution, and High Mass will be
limited to ten pre-selected people consisting of a "Stable Worship
Pod" responsible for offering online services only. Other than those
ten people, in-person attendance at High Mass is suspended until
further notice.
The Stable Worship Pod will consist of the celebrant, organist, audiovisual techs, cantors, acolytes, and lectors necessary for producing and
streaming the High Mass. I want to thank those who will serve on this
team for their dedication to St. John's and commitment to making
worship as accessible to as many people as possible during this time.
I wish I could set a date by which this directive will expire, but for now
will simply review it on a week-by-week basis and communicate any
changes via the Evangelist. Whether this suspension of in-person
worship will extend through Christmas or not at this point is entirely
contingent upon the Bishop's advice and/or the Governor's directives.
If infection rates increase dramatically and/or the capacity of hospitals to
accommodate patients decreases dramatically, with the exception of
Peter and one other person, the pod will be limited to myself and my
family, as was our practice at the beginning of the pandemic, which is
about as cautious as we can be under the circumstances.
In the meantime, please join us online on Sunday mornings at ten
o'clock. The stream begins at 9:50 and may be found on our homepage,
Facebook page, or YouTube channel. Virtual Coffee Hour will continue
as scheduled via Zoom, Meeting ID: 842 2305 2255; password: Quire

If you have any questions, comments, or concerns, don't hesitate to be in
touch with me at rector@saintjohns-newport.org, or (401) 500-0042.
Yours in Christ's service,

N.J.A. Humphrey+
XIV Rector

The Evangelist
November 15, 2020

We are ready for you at St. John's!
*Please note, via the Rector's Announcement above, that in-person
worship is temporarily suspended until further notice, because of
COVID-19 precautions amid a surge in the pandemic.
Sunday: The Feast of Dedication
10:00 a.m.: Live-Streamed High Mass
Watch on our website at saintjohns-newport.org, or on our new YouTube
channel. Please note, video only plays when we are actually streaming. While
you're there, subscribe to the channel to get notifications when future videos are live or
uploaded! It's easy: just click on the "Subscribe" button.
If you have trouble watching the live stream on our website: Try reloading the
page or refreshing your browser, which should clear the cache. Was that sentence
Greek to you? Then check out the simple instructions
at https://www.downing.nz/simple-steps-to-refresh-your-website-brower-cache/. If
all else fails, be in touch with a Millennial or other "digital native."
Download the service booklet here.
Join us for (virtual) Coffee Hour after the service!
We miss you, too, and look forward to seeing you!
On Zoom:
On Sunday, November 15, at 11:30 a.m., join us for a virtual Zoom Coffee Hour.
Join by clicking this link:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84223052255?
pwd=bGJXMVFJZ05OM3FDd1MydWZzb3ZJUT09
Or enter this redirect link in your browser window: tinyurl.com/SJEzoomcoffeehour
Meeting ID: 842 2305 2255
Password (required): Quire
How to reach Father Humphrey:
By phone: 401-500-0042
By email: rector@saintjohns-newport.org
By phone appointment: rector.youcanbook.me

A Letter from Father Humphrey
Dear People, Neighbors, and Friends of St. John's,
Last week the Wardens announced a momentous decision, and just in
case anyone was wondering what I think about it, I want to let you all
know that I am very pleased that the Vestry has decided to search for a
Priest-in-Charge (PIC for short) rather than a Rector. To the folks in the
pew, this may seem like a distinction without a difference, and indeed,
once your next parish priest arrives, you won't be violating some
unwritten rule of Episcopal etiquette if you happen to refer to the Priestin-Charge as "our new Rector." For the most part, it doesn't matter what
you call your parish priest -- as long as you refrain from using
expletives. That unwritten rule certainly applies to your current parish
priest!

I like to tell people that calling a Priest-in-Charge is the "rent to own"
option. Emmanuel Church recently did the same thing, calling the Rev.
Della Wager Wells as PIC, and then after a period of mutual
discernment, Emmanuel's Vestry elected her as their Rector. This is very
similar to how the Bishop called me as the Vicar of St. John's in 2013. I
served in that capacity until the Vestry elected me the fourteenth Rector
in 2016.
The only substantive difference between a Priest-in-Charge and a Rector
is that a Rector has tenure as soon as that person is instituted, while a
Priest-in-Charge does not. This is a good thing for parishes that are still
in transition not merely in clergy leadership, but in some other way, such
as how St. John's has been pivoting during the pandemic. It makes sense
that the Vestry would want to experience for themselves how the PIC
handles post-pandemic ministry, and the PIC will want to undertake
further discernment to decide whether St. John's is really the kind of
parish the priest was signing up for! In other words, it provides room for
ongoing discernment and a reality check on both sides, particularly when
the life of a parish is in flux, as we currently are.
In sum, from my perspective, it's a good thing the Vestry has decided to
charge the Search Committee to seek a Priest-in-Charge because it is
realistic about where we currently are as a parish on a number of

different levels, and it signals that the leadership of the parish is open to
sharing honestly with any candidates our hopes and fears for the future,
the challenges we anticipate facing, and the opportunities we see on the
horizon. And it allows the Vestry and your next priest to work together
in a healthy partnership marked by mutual respect, just as I've
endeavored to do over the past several years, and will continue to do
until my final day arrives and we bid each other a fond farewell. So I
wish to congratulate the Vestry for making a wise decision, which only
serves to reaffirm my total confidence in the extraordinary lay leadership
we are blessed to have at this time in our common life.
Yours in Christ's service,

N.J.A. Humphrey+
XIV Rector
P.S. I would love to hear from you. You can be in touch by email
at rector@saintjohns-newport.org, or, to make an appointment,
please visit rector.youcanbook.me.

Message from the Wardens

Hello St. John's Community,
We wanted to provide an update on the discernment process and remind you
of the upcoming opportunity for community input on the selection of our
next priest.
At our special meeting on 11/11, the Vestry finalized appointments for the
Search and Profile committees. Committees will have both Vestry Members
and members from the congregation. All committee members were approved
unanimously by the Vestry and with our most sincere thanks for their
willingness to serve the church though this very important process.
As a reminder, the Profile Committee will work with the congregation and
Vestry to prepare responses for twelve standard Office of Transition
Ministry (OTM) essay questions that serve as a profile of the church. The
Search Committee will be responsible for reviewing candidate materials,
interviewing candidates, hosting candidate visits if regulations permit, doing
reference checks, and recommending the finalist to the Vestry. It is the
Vestry, with consent of the Bishop, that extends a "call" to the priest we
choose to serve as Priest-in-Charge.
Vestry members on the Profile committee include: Chris Schillaci, Junior
Warden, who will serve as committee chairman, Ann Boyer, Clerk of the
Vestry, who will serve as committee vice chairwoman, and our newest

Vestry member, John Lord. Members from the congregation include Cynthia
Lafferty, Robert Regalbuto, and Ed Carnes.
Vestry members serving on the Search Committee include Terry Chase, who
will serve as vice chairman, and Chris Moe, Treasurer. Members of the
congregation include: Marvin Abney, who will serve as committee
chairman, Melissa Bostrom, John Garagliano, Pierre Merle, and Kathy
Merrill.
Senior Warden Chery Abney, will serve to oversee and support both
committees.
We sincerely thank all of those who are praying for St. John's, and who have
volunteered to serve on the Profile and Search committees.
Finally, we want to remind folks of the upcoming Parish History Day that
will occur during the normally scheduled virtual Coffee Hour at 11:30 a.m.
on Sunday, Nov. 22.
The Parish History Event is intended to provide an opportunity for members
of the congregation to build a shared sense of history and a timeline for St.
John's. This is the first of multiple opportunities for congregational input as
we work to develop our parish profile that will be posted on the National
Office of Transition Ministry database for review by potential applicants to
the position of Priest-in-Charge of St. John's.
Yours in prayer,
Cheryl Abney,
Senior Warden
Chris Schillaci,
Junior Warden

Feast of Dedication

*Please note via the Rector's Announcement at the top of this newsletter, that
all in-person worship is temporarily suspended until further notice because
of COVID-19 precautions.
This Sunday, we will celebrate live-streamed High Mass at 10:00 a.m. for
the Feast of Dedication.
You can view the live stream at 10 a.m. on our website at saintjohnsnewport.org, on our YouTube channel, and on Facebook, although with a
change in Facebook regulations that took effect Oct. 1, we're not sure when
or if Facebook may take our video down, so please do check out our website
or YouTube if the video is not on Facebook.

Please Check In
A s we return to public worship, we will be asking those who enter the
building for any reason whatsoever to provide their contact information,
either with the assistance of the ushers, or directly via our website so that we
may be in touch with you about any COVID-related concerns, and so that
you can be in touch with us, should you or someone close to you fall ill or
test positive for the coronavirus.
And in case you missed it, the state of Rhode Island also released an app,

CRUSH COVID RI, that aims to to make contact tracing easier.

Concert of Remembrance

Candlelight Concert of Remembrance : 2020 movie
In honor of our veterans, a recording of our third annual Candlelight
Concert of Remembrance consisting of archival audio from the live
event on November 3, 2019, with still photography, is available free of
charge to viewers until November 25, the day before Thanksgiving.
You can view the video above. To find out more about the service,
visit this page.
Download the program book insert containing texts, translations and
program notes here.
Download the 2019-2020 season program book containing information
about the performers here (the concert is on page 17).
A Virtual Reception enabling performers and listeners to join together
again as they did in person after the concert in 2019, will occur on Zoom
from 4:00 pm. to 5:00 p.m. on Sunday, November 22. Login information
for November 22:
Click to Join Zoom Meeting: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83356759604?
pwd=cDRrR3hyaTArb3Y4Mm1WWXlqSndxdz09

Meeting ID: 833 5675 9604

Passcode (required): remember

November 22 is the feast day of Saint Cecilia, the Patron Saint of Music,
a fitting day to celebrate the joy and solidarity of live music-making and
concert attending to which we will one day return.
The 2019 concert, celebrating the 75th Anniversary of D-Day ,
features For the Fallen by Douglas Guest, Requiem by Gabriel Fauré,
Lo, the Full, Final Sacrifice by Gerald Finzi, the Navy Hymn in a
special arrangement, and Mack Wilberg's Let peace then still the strife.
Ave Maria by Philippe Rombi, and an archival radio address by
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt, round out the moving testimony to
the bravery and sacrifice of American and Allied military in 1944. An
audience of over 200 people heard this event live, and you can enjoy
their appreciation of the circumstance conveyed through the recording.
Performers include the Professional Choristers of The Choir School of
Newport County, the St. John's Adult Choir, the Newport Navy
Choristers, members of Trinity Choir, Trinity Church, Newport,
chamber orchestra, and guests. The many singers and the musicians in
the chamber orchestra have donated their time and talent to enable this
archival performance to be available for a limited time, owing to
streaming and copyright requirements.
See the Newport Daily News coverage of the 2018 Candlelight Concert
of

Remembrance

at: newportri.com/photogallery/PJ/20181112/NEWS/111209999/PH/1

Zoom Coffee Hour @ St. John's

We look forward to seeing you after Mass at 11:30 a.m. for a Virtual
Coffee Hour via Zoom.
Meeting ID: 842 2305 2255
Password (if prompted to provide one): Quire
There are several ways to join. From your web browser on any device,
join by clicking here:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84223052255?
pwd=bGJXMVFJZ05OM3FDd1MydWZzb3ZJUT09
Or enter tinyurl.com/SJEzoomcoffeehour directly into your web
browser, which automatically redirects to the long URL above!
Have a telephone but not a computer? No problem!
Dial in by landline or mobile phone: 1-312-626-6799, and when
prompted, enter the Meeting ID: 842 2305 2255.
Or via iPhone one-tap, dial +13126266799,84223052255#.
Hope to see and/or hear from you soon!

Low Masses
There are no low Masses that will take place in the month of November
(after Evening Prayer at 5:30 p.m.). However, there will be a low Mass
transferred from November 30 that will be celebrated on Tuesday,
December 1, as well as other low Masses in December. Whenever
possible, Low Masses will be both in-person and live-streamed. To
attend in person, please check in here.

Transferred from November 30: Low Mass for the Feast
of St. Andrew, transferred to Tuesday, December 1.

Candle Dedications

The Sanctuary Lamp Candle above the High Altar is
given
to the greater glory of God and in prayer for Diana, in
loving memory of Dan Burns, and in loving memory of
Stephanie. The Sanctuary Lamp candle above the Altar of
the Chapel of the Blessed Sacrament is given to the
greater glory of God and in loving memory of
Claire Weaver.
______________________________________
To arrange to dedicate a candle on a particular date, please be in touch
with the Parish Office at parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org.

If you would like to dedicate the Advent wreath, its candles, or another
candle in honor or in memory of a loved one, please be in touch with the
Parish Office at parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org to make sure the
date is free. The suggested donation for a candle dedication is $25,
although a donation is any amount is welcome.

5th Sunday Food Drive

November is a 5th Sunday Food Drive month!
Fifth Sunday Food Drives benefit the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Community Center and take place every month in which there are five
Sundays. Donations of nonperishable goods and gift cards are accepted
at St. John's and delivered to the MLK Center. In addition, we have an
online fundraiser on our Facebook page, with donations going directly to
the MLK Center.
To donate nonperishable goods:
Pick up a reusable, recyclable bag from the St. John's Church Narthex,
fill it with goods, and return it to Church the following week. A shopping
list of needed items for the MLK Center food pantry are affixed to the
bags for your convenience.
To donate gift cards:
You can put gift cards to Aldi's, Stop & Shop, Shaw's, CVS, Walgreens,
or the Dollar Tree, in the offering plate on Sunday, or send them in to
the parish office by either dropping them through the mail slot at 61
Poplar Street, or mailing them to the office at:
St. John's Church

61 Poplar St.,
Newport, RI 02840
To donate on Facebook:
Visit our fundraiser at:
https://www.facebook.com/donate/831633364260606/
Thank you for your generosity!

Service Details
Sunday, November 15
The Feast of Dedication
* Please note via the Rector's Announcement at the top of this
newletter that all in-person services are temporarily
suspended until further notice, because of COVID-19
precautions. To view the service virtually, please visit our
website, Facebook, or YouTube channel.

Live-Streamed High Mass at 10:00 a.m.
Preacher: Fr. Humphrey
Download the Service Booklet here.

Join us for Coffee Hour at 11:30 a.m. after Mass!
Join Zoom Meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84223052255?
pwd=bGJXMVFJZ05OM3FDd1MydWZzb3ZJUT09
Meeting ID: 842 2305 2255
Password (required): Quire
Have a telephone but not a computer? No problem!
Dial in by landline or mobile phone: 1-312-626-6799, and
when prompted, enter the Meeting ID: 842 2305 2255.
Or via iPhone one-tap, dial +13126266799,84223052255#.
This week's intercessions

Support St. John's

You can support St. John's by donating today. No amount is too big or
too small. To donate, click here.

The Zabriskie Memorial Church of Saint John the Evangelist

The Choir School of Newport
County

