The Evangelist
November 8, 2020

We are ready for you at St. John's!
Sunday: Requiem for All Souls
8:00 a.m.: Low Mass
10:00 a.m.: High Mass (also live-streamed)
To attend in person, please register at both of the following locations:
1. tinyurl.com/SJEreservations
2. tinyurl.com/SJEcheck-in
Watch on our website at saintjohns-newport.org, or on our new YouTube
channel. Please note, video only plays when we are actually streaming. While
you're there, subscribe to the channel to get notifications when future videos are live or
uploaded! It's easy: just click on the "Subscribe" button.
If you have trouble watching the live stream on our website: Try reloading the
page or refreshing your browser, which should clear the cache. Was that sentence
Greek to you? Then check out the simple instructions
at https://www.downing.nz/simple-steps-to-refresh-your-website-brower-cache/. If
all else fails, be in touch with a Millennial or other "digital native."
Download the service booklet here.
Join us for (virtual) Coffee Hour after the service!
We miss you, too, and look forward to seeing you!
On Zoom:
On Sunday, November 8, at 11:30 a.m., join us for a virtual Zoom Coffee Hour.
Join by clicking this link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84223052255?
pwd=bGJXMVFJZ05OM3FDd1MydWZzb3ZJUT09
Or enter this redirect link in your browser window: tinyurl.com/SJEzoomcoffeehour
Meeting ID: 842 2305 2255
Password (required): Quire
How to reach Father Humphrey:
By phone: 401-500-0042
By email: rector@saintjohns-newport.org

By phone appointment: rector.youcanbook.me

A Letter from Father Humphrey
Dear People, Neighbors, and Friends of St. John's,
The morning after Election Day, I read a pastoral letter that my friend
and colleague, Fr. Robert Hendrickson, had emailed to his parish, St.
Philip's in the Hills in Tuscon, Arizona. I was sorry I'd read it, because
I'd intended on writing something along the same lines for today's
Evangelist, and now I'd seen something I doubted I could improve upon!
So I wrote Fr. Hendrickson and asked his permission to reprint the letter
in its entirety here, to which he graciously assented. It was either that or
plagiarize it.

I'd say Fr. Hendrickson's letter sums up my sentiments almost entirely,
except that his sixth point, on social justice, could be read by some to
imply a bias towards policy positions favored by Democrats. More
conservative Episcopalians tend to be a bit suspicious of the term "social
justice" because it often looks in practice like nothing more than the
enactment of the Democratic Party's official platform. Sadly, I know
plenty of Christians, both liberal and conservative, who believe their
chosen political party's platform is not just the best way to embody
Gospel values, but the only way.
Wherever one lands on matters of public policy, however, I think even
the most conservative Christians would agree with the most liberal
Christians that Jesus calls us to treat all human beings with dignity and
respect. The Republicans I know are all fiercely committed to the ideal
of equal justice under the law, while at the same time they freely admit
that this ideal is far less likely to be experienced as true for the poor,
those on the margins of society, and racial minorities. The differences
between the two parties, then, come not in identifying what are
challenges are as a society, but in how to meet those challenges through
just laws and their fair application to all. So I can endorse each and every
one of Fr. Hendrickson's assertions about our duties regarding justice
when understood in thoroughly nonpartisan, Gospel-grounded terms. As
Fr. Hendrickson writes below, "The Church's guiding principles have not
changed no matter who won the election."
With that one nuance, I commend to you Fr. Hendrickson's pastoral
letter, with some bracketed changes based on the current situation:

We've Voted: What's Next?

I'm writing this before I know the outcome of the election. I'm sure
some of you are elated and some are dejected. So what's next?
First, what's next is prayer. Morning prayer on Wednesday
November 4th begins in our chapel the way it always begins, "O
Lord, open thou our lips, and our mouth shall show forth thy praise."
Let's begin [every] day praising God for the gift of life and use that
life to be a blessing. Lord, open our lips, and let what we say be
something that blesses and builds up a divided nation. I encourage
you to pray for whomever [will be] elected - [and] to pray for the
nation as the vote counting continues and we wait.
Second, what's next is love. How can we show our love of our
neighbor today - especially the neighbor with whom we might have
been estranged because of the bitterness of this election? You may be
too raw to seek out folks with whom you disagree - that's just fine. If
your candidate [ends up winning] then I hope you will take a few
minutes to be genuine and kind to someone you know may be
hurting today. Elections have become so tense as a toxic mix of fear,
anger, and distrust bubbles over.
Third, what's next is serving others. Let's use this election as a
chance to recommit to serving the community and world around us,
especially the least, lost, and lonely. That's a Gospel commandment
above any vote or politicking we might do. Jesus gives us far more
direct commands about how we are to tend to the poor, the widow,
the orphan, and the prisoner than he does about what our voting
preferences should be. Think of a way to serve today and let's do it.
Fourth, what's next is generosity. What's a charity, cause, or nonprofit (yes, your church is a good choice) that could use your
support? Who is building up our community and how can we support
them? As our communities fracture and the bonds that tie us together
fray we need to support those institutions that are helping to re-knit
us back together and inspire us to deeper connection. Who is
creating, equipping, inspiring, teaching, healing, and more?
Fifth, what's next is hope. However things have evolved and no
matter where things are going, we are first a people of hope. That
Christ is on his throne is our hope. With that hope comes a
recommitment to following that King of Peace. Hope also means

believing, despite all evidence, that all things shall be well. Hope is
not the magical suspension of belief in the powers of this world hope is the belief that despite those powers we can and will, with
God's help, move ahead with faith, hope, and love.
Sixth, what's next is justice. Our work on behalf of those at the
margins must be unwavering no matter who [will win]. The Church's
treasure is the poor. The Church's guiding principles have not
changed no matter who [wins] the election. It is our work to ask why
people are hungry and not just feed them. It is our cause to not only
give shelter to the homeless but fight for permanent solutions. It is
our joy to lift up and protect LGBT folks whose dignity is always
being challenged. It is our task to welcome the refugee and the
stranger as we would welcome the Christ child. It is our duty to
strive for racial justice and to break down the hatred that divides us
and infects our hearts.
My friends, whether you rejoice, mourn, or are numb this morning,
let us hold fast to Psalm 37:8 "Cease from anger, and forsake wrath;
Do not fret-it only causes harm." Let us be quick to love today,
patient in adversity, and cautious in boasting. The winding course of
our nation's history has taken one more step forward. Let's take the
next and the next after that with faith, hope, and love.
Yours in Christ,
Fr. Robert
I hope you take Fr. Hendrickson's words to heart. I've re-read this letter
several times and will likely read it several more times as I pray over this
election, and for all of us and the nation in the days and weeks to come.
And as I wrote on Wednesday, I remain available to you, whether you
are a Democrat or a Republican, or anything in between, or even more
extreme than those labels in your political commitments! I do ask any
Anarchists who wish to meet with me to leave their Molotov cocktails at
home, however.
Yours in Christ's service,

N.J.A. Humphrey+
XIV Rector
P.S. I would love to hear from you. You can be in touch by email
at rector@saintjohns-newport.org, or, to make an appointment,
please visit rector.youcanbook.me.

Message from the Wardens

Hello St. John's Community,
We wanted to provide an update on the discernment process and share
details on an upcoming opportunity for community input on the selection of
our next priest.
To start, we want to share that after prayerful discernment and much
discussion, the Vestry voted in October to seek a Priest-in-Charge from a
pool that includes any ordained Episcopal clergy. The future Priest-in-

Charge of St. John's will serve for a period of three years. Prior to the
conclusion of the three-year period, St. John's may call him or her to serve as
Rector, or instead may choose to begin a search process to determine the
next Rector. This gives both St. John's and the Priest-in-Charge time to pray
together, work together, and serve together to discern if it is truly God's will
to become our next Rector.
We have also been hard at work on the formation and appointment of the
Profile and Search committees. Each of these committees serves vital roles
throughout the discernment process. The Profile Committee works with the
congregation and Vestry to prepare responses for twelve standard Office of
Transition Ministry (OTM) essay questions that serve as a profile of the
church. Following approval by the Vestry and the Bishop, the profile is
posted on the national OTM database for review by potential applicants to
the position of Priest-in-Charge of St. John's.
The Search Committee will be responsible for reviewing candidate
materials, interviewing candidates, hosting candidate visits, doing reference
checks, and recommending finalists to the Vestry. Finally, the Vestry, with
consent of the Bishop, extends a "call" to the priest we choose as the Priestin-Charge.
Additionally, the Vestry would like to invite any and all those who may feel
so inspired, to join others throughout our parish in prayer for our transition.
The Vestry is excited to announce that we have scheduled a special Vestry
meeting for next Wednesday, Nov. 11, to finalize committee membership,
with selections to be announced in the Friday Evangelist so their important
work can get under way.
SAVE THE DATE: During the normally scheduled virtual coffee hour at
11:30 a.m. on Sunday, Nov. 22, the Vestry will host a Parish History Event
and transition process update with the the chairpersons of the Profile and
Search committees, the Wardens, and the Rev. Canon Dena CleaverBartholomew. At Canon Dena's request, Fr. Humphrey will join us for this
session until we turn to recent parish history, at which time he will bow out
so that participants will feel free to speak frankly about his tenure.
The Parish History Event is intended to provide an opportunity for members
of the congregation to build a shared sense of history and a timeline for St.
John's. This is the first of multiple opportunities for congregational input as

we work to develop our parish profile that will be posted on the National
Office of Transition Ministry database for review by potential applicants to
the position of Priest-in-Charge of St. John's.
We sincerely thank all of those who are praying for St. John's, and who have
volunteered to serve on the Profile and Search committees.
Yours in prayer,
Cheryl Abney,
Senior Warden
Chris Schillaci,
Junior Warden

Requiem for All Souls

This Sunday we will celebrate Low Mass at 8:00 a.m., and High Mass at
10:00 a.m., for the Requiem for All Souls. The 10 o'clock service also will

be live-streamed to our website at saintjohns-newport.org and on our
YouTube channel.
We often don't give ourselves the space to mourn and remember, and the
Requiem Mass, with its total focus on those who have died, is a powerful
and intimate way of doing so. At the liturgy, a catafalque symbolizing all
those who have passed on before us is placed at the front of the church, and
special prayers are said for the repose of their souls. Rich in ritual and
symbolism, the Requiem is a profound experience for those who have never
before encountered it, and a moving one no matter how many Requiem
Masses one has attended.
We invite all who wish to honor the departed, and all those who mourn, to
join us in for this special service of remembrance.
In
order
to
attend
either
Mass,
please
register
a t tinyurl.com/SJEreservations and provide your contact information
at tinyurl.com/SJEcheck-in. Each one takes just a minute to complete.
Hard copies of the service booklet will be available in the church, but if
you'd like to preview the booklet, or are watching the service only online,
you can download the booklet for the services here.
And please join us at 11:30 a.m. for Zoom Coffee Hour (details above).
You can find an archive of our services here and, for the time being, at least,
on Facebook in the Videos section of our page. These videos will eventually
be exported to YouTube, as well, so that there will be one repository of all
past services and streamed events.
*Please note: On both our website and on YouTube, our streaming
technology does not show a video playing except while we're actually
streaming, so you cannot click on the video to watch it replay, if you're
"tuning in" at a time other than during the service. But we will post an
archive of the video as soon as we can after the live stream.

Please Check In
As we return to public worship, we will be asking those who attend services

or enter the building for any reason whatsoever to provide their contact
information, either with the assistance of the ushers, or directly via our
website so that we may be in touch with you about any COVID-related
concerns, and so that you can be in touch with us, should you or someone
close to you fall ill or test positive for the coronavirus.
And in case you missed it, the state of Rhode Island also released an app,
CRUSH COVID RI, that aims to to make contact tracing easier.

Concert of Remembrance

A recording of our third annual Candlelight Concert of Remembrance
consisting of archival audio from the live event on November 3, 2019,
with still photography, will be posted to this page free of charge to
viewers for a two week period beginning on Veterans Day, Wednesday,
November 11, 2020 and ending on November 25, the day before
Thanksgiving. Check back beginning on Veterans Day to enjoy this
contemplative community celebration, held annually for the past three
years at St. John's.
Download the program book insert containing texts, translations and
program notes here.
Download the 2019-2020 season program book containing information
about the performers here (the concert is on page 17).
A Virtual Reception enabling performers and listeners to join together
again as they did in person after the concert in 2019, will occur on Zoom
from 4:00 pm. to 5:00 p.m. on Sunday, November 22. Login information
for November 22:
Click to Join Zoom Meeting: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83356759604?

pwd=cDRrR3hyaTArb3Y4Mm1WWXlqSndxdz09
Meeting ID: 833 5675 9604

Passcode (required): remember

November 22 is the feast day of Saint Cecilia, the Patron Saint of Music,
a fitting day to celebrate the joy and solidarity of live music-making and
concert attending to which we will one day return.
The 2019 concert, celebrating the 75th Anniversary of D-Day ,
features For the Fallen by Douglas Guest, Requiem by Gabriel Fauré,
Lo, the Full, Final Sacrifice by Gerald Finzi, the Navy Hymn in a
special arrangement, and Mack Wilberg's Let peace then still the strife.
Ave Maria by Philippe Rombi, and an archival radio address by
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt, round out the moving testimony to
the bravery and sacrifice of American and Allied military in 1944. An
audience of over 200 people heard this event live, and you can enjoy
their appreciation of the circumstance conveyed through the recording.
Performers include the Professional Choristers of The Choir School of
Newport County, the St. John's Adult Choir, the Newport Navy
Choristers, members of Trinity Choir, Trinity Church, Newport,
chamber orchestra, and guests. The many singers and the musicians in
the chamber orchestra have donated their time and talent to enable this
archival performance to be available for a limited time, owing to
streaming and copyright requirements.
See the Newport Daily News coverage of the 2018 Candlelight Concert
of

Remembrance

at: newportri.com/photogallery/PJ/20181112/NEWS/111209999/PH/1

Zoom Coffee Hour @ St. John's

We look forward to seeing you after Mass at 11:30 a.m. for a Virtual
Coffee Hour via Zoom.
Meeting ID: 842 2305 2255
Password (if prompted to provide one): Quire
There are several ways to join. From your web browser on any device,
join by clicking here:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84223052255?
pwd=bGJXMVFJZ05OM3FDd1MydWZzb3ZJUT09
Or enter tinyurl.com/SJEzoomcoffeehour directly into your web
browser, which automatically redirects to the long URL above!
Have a telephone but not a computer? No problem!
Dial in by landline or mobile phone: 1-312-626-6799, and when
prompted, enter the Meeting ID: 842 2305 2255.
Or via iPhone one-tap, dial +13126266799,84223052255#.
Hope to see and/or hear from you soon!

Low Masses

There are no low Masses that will take place in the month of November
(after Evening Prayer at 5:30 p.m.). However, there will be a low Mass
transferred from November 30 that will be celebrated on Tuesday,
December 1, as well as other low Masses in December. Whenever
possible, Low Masses will be both in-person and live-streamed. To
attend in person, please check in here.

Transferred from November 30: Low Mass for the Feast
of St. Andrew, transferred to Tuesday, December 1.

Candle Dedications

The Sanctuary Lamp Candle above the High Altar is
given
to the greater glory of God and in loving memory of
Alexander Vincent, in prayer for Diana, in loving
memory of Dan Burns, and in loving memory of
Stephanie. The Sanctuary Lamp candle above the Altar of
the Chapel of the Blessed Sacrament is given to the
greater glory of God and in loving memory of
Claire Weaver.
______________________________________
To arrange to dedicate a candle on a particular date, please be in touch
with the Parish Office at parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org.

5th Sunday Food Drive

November is a 5th Sunday Food Drive month!
Fifth Sunday Food Drives benefit the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Community Center and take place every month in which there are five
Sundays. Donations of nonperishable goods and gift cards are accepted
at St. John's and delivered to the MLK Center. In addition, we have an
online fundraiser on our Facebook page, with donations going directly to
the MLK Center.
To donate nonperishable goods:
Pick up a reusable, recyclable bag from the St. John's Church Narthex,
fill it with goods, and return it to Church the following week. A shopping
list of needed items for the MLK Center food pantry are affixed to the
bags for your convenience.
To donate gift cards:
You can put gift cards to Aldi's, Stop & Shop, Shaw's, CVS, Walgreens,

or the Dollar Tree, in the offering plate on Sunday, or send them in to
the parish office by either dropping them through the mail slot at 61
Poplar Street, or mailing them to the office at:
St. John's Church
61 Poplar St.,
Newport, RI 02840
To donate on Facebook:
Visit our fundraiser at:
https://www.facebook.com/donate/831633364260606/
Thank you for your generosity!

A Path for Faithful Living

"Discerning my path for faithful living" is an innovative communal
process that invites participants into a time of deep listening, practice of
ancient and modern spiritual disciplines, and insights offered and
received regarding individual gifts and passions - all within a brave/safe
circle of trust.
In addition to monthly synchronous Zoom meetings in small groups of
six to eight with a trained facilitator, participants will engage classic and
current texts, videos and articles on discernment, spiritual practices, and
the ministry of the baptized. The course begins January 23, 2020.
This discernment process is meant to assist persons in finding their lay
vocational ministry; it is not intended as a step towards ordained
ministry.
There is a Zoom information session on November 18 at 7:00 p.m. For
more information, you can download the PDF here or sign up online
here.
The cost is $200; the Episcopal Diocese of Rhode Island offers to pay
$100 toward each tuition, and Fr. Humphrey will pay the other half from
his discretionary fund, or any portion thereof, to ensure that all who wish
to take advantage of this program may do so. Simply email him to
indicate your interest and the level of support you would like to request,
if any.

Service Details
Sunday, November 8
Requiem for All Souls

Low Mass at 8:00 a.m.
Live-Streamed High Mass at 10:00 a.m.
Preacher: Fr. Humphrey
Register for both services here:
1. https://reopen.church/r/2oOSjeMo
2. https://forms.gle/qrjPdMyDsTCG6KFg7
Download the Service Booklet here.

Join us for Coffee Hour at 11:30 a.m. after Mass!
Join Zoom Meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84223052255?
pwd=bGJXMVFJZ05OM3FDd1MydWZzb3ZJUT09
Meeting ID: 842 2305 2255
Password (required): Quire
Have a telephone but not a computer? No problem!
Dial in by landline or mobile phone: 1-312-626-6799, and

when prompted, enter the Meeting ID: 842 2305 2255.
Or via iPhone one-tap, dial +13126266799,84223052255#.
This week's intercessions

Support St. John's

You can support St. John's by donating today. No amount is too big or
too small. To donate, click here.

The Zabriskie Memorial Church of Saint John the Evangelist

The Choir School of Newport
County

