Daylight Saving Time Ends

Daylight Saving Time ends on Sunday, November 1, so don't forget to
turn your clocks back 1 hour at 2:00 a.m. so we don't miss you at Mass
on Sunday!

The Evangelist
November 1, 2020

We are ready for you at St. John's!
Sunday: The Feast of All Saints
8:00 a.m.: Low Mass
10:00 a.m.: High Mass (also live-streamed)

To attend in person, please register at both of the following locations:
1. tinyurl.com/SJEreservations
2. tinyurl.com/SJEcheck-in
Watch on our website at saintjohns-newport.org, or on our new YouTube
channel. Please note, video only plays when we are actually streaming. While
you're there, subscribe to the channel to get notifications when future videos are live or
uploaded! It's easy: just click on the "Subscribe" button.
If you have trouble watching the live stream on our website: Try reloading the
page or refreshing your browser, which should clear the cache. Was that sentence
Greek to you? Then check out the simple instructions
at https://www.downing.nz/simple-steps-to-refresh-your-website-brower-cache/. If
all else fails, be in touch with a Millennial or other "digital native."
Download the service booklet here.
Join us for (virtual) Coffee Hour after the service!
We miss you, too, and look forward to seeing you!
On Zoom:
On Sunday, November 1, at 11:30 a.m., join us for a virtual Zoom Coffee Hour.
Join by clicking this link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84223052255?
pwd=bGJXMVFJZ05OM3FDd1MydWZzb3ZJUT09
Or enter this redirect link in your browser window: tinyurl.com/SJEzoomcoffeehour
Meeting ID: 842 2305 2255
Password (required): Quire
How to reach Father Humphrey:
By phone: 401-500-0042
By email: rector@saintjohns-newport.org
By phone appointment: rector.youcanbook.me

A Letter from Father Humphrey
Dear People, Neighbors, and Friends of St. John's,
I have some bad news and some good news to share.
The bad news is that as of today, because the infection rate is on the rise,
the governor has reinstated some restrictions on gatherings for the

next two weeks. The good news is that we are already doing much of
what the governor requested. The main changes were in emphasis:
Worship services are structured, and so may remain as they are, but
please beware of engaging in unstructured social activities before or after
the service, such as chatting or going out for brunch. Transmission of the
virus appears to be happening most when people let their guard down.
The governor also asked us to encourage everyone to avail themselves of
our online option for worship. But if you do choose to be with us, the
guidance she gave was pretty straightforward: "don't go if you feel sick"
and "show up, worship, go home." And of course, wear a mask.

That last item is particularly important right now, and I would ask that if
you are coming to in-person worship, you wear your mask at all
times, indoors and out. The governor is putting an "affirmative
obligation" on store owners to enforce the wearing of masks by shoppers,
and while she stopped short of extending that to religious leaders, I
suspect that her preference and that of many of the people who do attend
worship in person is that everyone comply with this basic rule of
pandemic etiquette.
For my part, I will recommit to wearing a mask in the Sacristy at all times
and during the distribution of communion. I will also consider whether it
is necessary for me to take further precautions during the service than I
am already taking, but since the governor had previously asked all clergy
in Rhode Island, as "high contact individuals," to get tested for the

coronavirus, I complied. At ten o'clock yesterday morning I pulled up to
the drive-through COVID testing station next to the gas pumps in the
Stop & Shop parking lot on Connell Highway. By 7:33 this morning, I
received an email informing me that my results were available. Just
before ten o'clock, right after my first Zoom meeting of the day, I logged
on to the portal, created my account, and held my breath as I clicked on
the link to get my results.
What I can tell you with certainty at this moment is that no trace of
SARS-CoV-2, the formal name for the virus that causes COVID-19,
could be detected in the sample I provided at ten o'clock yesterday
morning. How useful that fact is to anyone is debatable. Let's hope it
augurs well for Sunday. One thing we do know: It's not a positive result!
There's one sort of positive result we are all praying for, and that is for us
to return as much as possible to the way things used to be before the
pandemic. A lot of people are working to get us there, and I remain
optimistic that even as the infection rate increases, the research on how to
treat this dread disease will make rapid progress.
Since I'm not someone who can devise vaccines or therapeutic treatments,
what can I do? Well, as a priest, my number one priority is to ensure
that St. John's is as available to the community as possible, both
physically on the Point, and virtually through electronic media. I
have spent a lot of time on the latter over the past several months, and
thanks to the hard work of Peter Stoltzfus Berton, St. John's has made
great progress in making the services and special events of St. John's
available to anyone in the world who has internet access and a minimum
of technological proficiency.
But what I really miss, above everything else, is the daily routine of
having the church open throughout the day, every day, all year
round. Thus, it has been my singular goal over the past couple of months
to get to a place where the church may be safely and responsibly left
open to the public every day, circumstances permitting. We aren't
going to rush into anything, of course, and due to the governor's
cautionary guidance today we will refrain from launching anything
on a large scale for at least two weeks.
However, I'm happy to announce that following a meeting with the
Wardens this morning, we have reached the following consensus: If we

can have a combination of volunteers and a paid handyman/sexton
available whenever the church is open, as well as our existing team of
professional cleaners, we can leave the church open as we used to do
unless ordered by legitimate authorities to do otherwise.
We will proceed with all due caution, but the basic idea is that if we can
keep a person on duty in or around the church, with security
measures in place to alert that person when someone walks through
our doors, we can keep the doors unlocked and the sign turned to
"OPEN." We already have one generous volunteer who has agreed to be
present in the church on Sundays between 9:30 a.m. and 5:30 p.m., as
well as from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Thursdays and Fridays. We have
someone else in mind to ask to cover at least Tuesdays and Wednesdays,
and if we can get Mondays and Saturdays covered as well, we will have
met our goal.
So although we're not quite there yet, we are getting there. I have been
tasked with drawing up a job description for the handyman/sexton,
and for outlining expectations of volunteers. I know of one parihsioner
who has a system installed in his home that sends a signal to a walkietalkie sort of device whenever someone crosses a threshold, so that
wherever he is on his property he knows someone is there, and we will be
looking into this for St. John's, so that our volunteers and staff are able to
be out of sight of the front door but nearby enough to respond to anyone
who enters.
The people who will be helping us keep the church open will be
responsible for checking people in and walking visitors through any
health screening required by the state, ensuring that the proper personal
protective equipment (a mask at minimum) is available and worn at all
times in the building, and after anyone leaves, will clean any areas of
contact. During the week, most of the pews will be roped off to make
the cleaning responsibilities easier, but visitors will still have a place
to sit and pray or simply soak up the beauty of the church, and - if
feasible - protocols will be developed to make it possible, once again, for
the votive candle stands to be used.
So, once we are ready to launch this, we will see how this goes. If you
are interested in a paid position as our handy(wo)man or sexton, feel
free to be in touch with me at rector@saintjohns-newport.org. You
would need to be dependable, able both to work regular hours and be

flexible for when we have special services and events. The position
would be for no more than nineteen hours a week, at the rate of
$15.75/hour. Other nominal stipendiary or per diem positions may be
available for those willing to give of their time and who would take
on a set of duties for which they would be held accountable.
This is all very much still in development, but we hope to have
everything in place and approved by the Vestry by November 17,
assuming the two-week period set by the governor this afternoon is
not extended. I'm excited about it, because I think keeping the church
open is central to our mission as a church, and I believe the Wardens
and I have found a way to do so under the current circumstances that is
legal, ethical, safe, and hospitable. St. John's needs to be a refuge
during this time, and we can't do that very well if we keep our doors
locked during daylight hours more often than they are unlocked!
So if you care about health and safety, like to keep things orderly,
and can serve as a hospitable presence to those who cross our
threshold, I want to hear from you. It's not simply a matter of keeping
the doors open, because by helping us keep the doors open you will be
able through this ministry to connect people to our common life more
deeply, and in this way, help to ensure that we are carrying out our
mission faithfully, no matter the circumstances.
Yours in Christ's service,
N.J.A. Humphrey+
XIV Rector
P.S. I would love to hear from you. You can be in touch by email
at rector@saintjohns-newport.org, or, to make an appointment,
please visit rector.youcanbook.me.

The Feast of All Saints

This Sunday we will celebrate Low Mass at 8:00 a.m., and High Mass at
10:00 a.m., for the Feast of All Saints. The 10 o'clock service also will be
live-streamed to our website at saintjohns-newport.org and on our
YouTube channel.
In
order
to
attend
either
Mass,
please
register
at
tinyurl.com/SJEreservations and provide your contact information at
tinyurl.com/SJEcheck-in. Each one takes just a minute to complete.
Hard copies of the service booklet will be available in the church, but if
you'd like to preview the booklet, or are watching the service only online,
you can download the booklet for the services here.
And please join us at 11:30 a.m. for Zoom Coffee Hour (details above).
You can find an archive of our services here and, for the time being, at least,
on Facebook in the Videos section of our page. These videos will eventually
be exported to YouTube, as well, so that there will be one repository of all
past services and streamed events.
*Please note: On both our website and on YouTube, our streaming
technology does not show a video playing except while we're actually
streaming, so you cannot click on the video to watch it replay, if you're
"tuning in" at a time other than during the service. But we will post an

archive of the video as soon as we can after the live stream.

Please Check In
As we return to public worship, we will be asking those who attend services
or enter the building for any reason whatsoever to provide their contact
information, either with the assistance of the ushers, or directly via our
website so that we may be in touch with you about any COVID-related
concerns, and so that you can be in touch with us, should you or someone
close to you fall ill or test positive for the coronavirus.
And in case you missed it, the state of Rhode Island also released an app,
CRUSH COVID RI, that aims to to make contact tracing easier.

All Souls Requiem

On Sunday, November 8, A Solemn Mass of Requiem for All Souls,
including our founders and benefactors, will be offered. If you would
like to submit the names of your departed loved ones to be listed in
the service booklet and remembered in the Mass intentions, please
email parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org.
We often don't give ourselves the space to mourn and remember, and the
Requiem Mass, with its total focus on those who have died, is a powerful
and intimate way of doing so. At the liturgy, a catafalque symbolizing all
those who have passed on before us is placed at the front of the church,
and special prayers are said for the repose of their souls. Rich in ritual
and symbolism, the Requiem is a profound experience for those who
have never before encountered it, and a moving one no matter how many
Requiem Masses one has attended.
We invite all who wish to honor the departed, and all those who mourn,
to join us in for this special service of remembrance.

Zoom Coffee Hour @ St. John's

We hope you can join us after service at 11:30 a.m. for a Virtual Coffee
Hour via Zoom.
Meeting ID: 842 2305 2255
Password (if prompted to provide one): Quire
There are several ways to join. From your web browser on any device,
join by clicking here:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84223052255?
pwd=bGJXMVFJZ05OM3FDd1MydWZzb3ZJUT09
Or enter tinyurl.com/SJEzoomcoffeehour directly into your web
browser, which automatically redirects to the long URL above!
Have a telephone but not a computer? No problem!
Dial in by landline or mobile phone: 1-312-626-6799, and when
prompted, enter the Meeting ID: 842 2305 2255.
Or via iPhone one-tap, dial +13126266799,84223052255#.
Hope to see and/or hear from you soon!

Low Masses

There are no low Masses that will take place in the month of November
(after Evening Prayer at 5:30 p.m.). However, there will be a low Mass
transferred from November 30 that will be celebrated on Tuesday,
December 1, as well as other low Masses in December. Whenever
possible, Low Masses will be both in-person and live-streamed. To
attend in person, please check in here.

Transferred from November 30: Low Mass for the Feast
of St. Andrew, transferred to Tuesday, December 1.

Candle Dedications

The Sanctuary Lamp Candle above the High Altar is
given
to the greater glory of God and in prayer for Diana, in
loving memory of Dan Burns, and in loving memory of
Stephanie. The Sanctuary Lamp candle above the Altar of
the Chapel of the Blessed Sacrament is given to the
greater glory of God and in loving memory of
Claire Weaver.
______________________________________
To arrange to dedicate a candle on a particular date, please be in touch
with the Parish Office at parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org.

5th Sunday Food Drive

November is a 5th Sunday Food Drive month!
Fifth Sunday Food Drives benefit the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Community Center and take place every month in which there are five
Sundays. Donations of nonperishable goods and gift cards are accepted
at St. John's and delivered to the MLK Center. In addition, we have an
online fundraiser on our Facebook page, with donations going directly to
the MLK Center.
To donate nonperishable goods:
Pick up a reusable, recyclable bag from the St. John's Church Narthex,
fill it with goods, and return it to Church the following week. A shopping
list of needed items for the MLK Center food pantry are affixed to the
bags for your convenience.
To donate gift cards:
You can put gift cards to Aldi's, Stop & Shop, Shaw's, CVS, Walgreens,
or the Dollar Tree, in the offering plate on Sunday, or send them in to
the parish office by either dropping them through the mail slot at 61
Poplar Street, or mailing them to the office at:

St. John's Church
61 Poplar St.,
Newport, RI 02840
To donate on Facebook:
Visit our fundraiser at:
https://www.facebook.com/donate/831633364260606/
Thank you for your generosity!

A Path for Faithful Living

"Discerning my path for faithful living" is an innovative communal
process that invites participants into a time of deep listening, practice of
ancient and modern spiritual disciplines, and insights offered and

received regarding individual gifts and passions - all within a brave/safe
circle of trust.
In addition to monthly synchronous Zoom meetings in small groups of
six to eight with a trained facilitator, participants will engage classic and
current texts, videos and articles on discernment, spiritual practices, and
the ministry of the baptized. The course begins January 23, 2020.
This discernment process is meant to assist persons in finding their lay
vocational ministry; it is not intended as a step towards ordained
ministry.
There is a Zoom information session on November 18 at 7:00 p.m. For
more information, you can download the PDF here or sign up online
here.
The cost is $200; the Episcopal Diocese of Rhode Island offers to pay
$100 toward each tuition, and Fr. Humphrey will pay the other half from
his discretionary fund, or any portion thereof, to ensure that all who wish
to take advantage of this program may do so. Simply email him to
indicate your interest and the level of support you would like to request,
if any.

Service Details
Sunday, November 1
The Feast of All Saints
Low Mass at 8:00 a.m.
Live-Streamed High Mass at 10:00 a.m.

Preacher: Fr. Humphrey
Register for both services here:
1. https://reopen.church/r/2oOSjeMo
2. https://forms.gle/qrjPdMyDsTCG6KFg7
Download the Service Booklet here.

Join us for Coffee Hour at 11:30 a.m. after Mass!
Join Zoom Meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84223052255?
pwd=bGJXMVFJZ05OM3FDd1MydWZzb3ZJUT09
Meeting ID: 842 2305 2255
Password (required): Quire
Have a telephone but not a computer? No problem!
Dial in by landline or mobile phone: 1-312-626-6799, and
when prompted, enter the Meeting ID: 842 2305 2255.
Or via iPhone one-tap, dial +13126266799,84223052255#.

This week's intercessions

Support St. John's

You can support St. John's by donating today. No amount is too big or
too small. To donate, click here.

The Zabriskie Memorial Church of Saint John the Evangelist

The Choir School of Newport
County

