The Evangelist
October 25, 2020

We are ready for you at St. John's!
Sunday: The Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost, Proper 25
8:00 a.m.: Low Mass
10:00 a.m.: High Mass (also live-streamed)
To attend in person, please register at both of the following locations:
1. tinyurl.com/SJEreservations
2. tinyurl.com/SJEcheck-in
Watch on our website at saintjohns-newport.org, or on our new YouTube
channel. Please note, video only plays when we are actually streaming. While
you're there, subscribe to the channel to get notifications when future videos are live or
uploaded! It's easy: just click on the "Subscribe" button.
If you have trouble watching the live stream on our website: Try reloading the
page or refreshing your browser, which should clear the cache. Was that sentence
Greek to you? Then check out the simple instructions
at https://www.downing.nz/simple-steps-to-refresh-your-website-brower-cache/. If
all else fails, be in touch with a Millennial or other "digital native."
Download the service booklet here.
Join us for (virtual) Coffee Hour after the service!
We miss you, too, and look forward to seeing you!
On Zoom:
On Sunday, Oct. 25, at 11:30 a.m., join us for a Zoom Coffee Hour.
Join by clicking this link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84223052255?
pwd=bGJXMVFJZ05OM3FDd1MydWZzb3ZJUT09
Or enter this redirect link in your browser window: tinyurl.com/SJEzoomcoffeehour
Meeting ID: 842 2305 2255
Password (required): Quire
How to reach Father Humphrey:
By phone: 401-500-0042
By email: rector@saintjohns-newport.org

By phone appointment: rector.youcanbook.me

A Letter from Father Humphrey
Dear People, Neighbors, and Friends of St. John's,
Last Sunday, at the conclusion of my sermon, I had the temerity to
compare myself to Moses, and this parish to the people of Israel. I did
not intend thereby to glorify myself. I mean, I'm no Lawgiver, after all.
My face does not glow in the dark from beholding the glory of the Lord.
But I have been your leader on something that very much has resembled
at times a spiritual pilgrimage, an exodus of sorts. And so I referred to
myself as Moses (with Buck as my Aaron and Peter as my musical
Miriam), to point out that somewhere out there is a Joshua, a priest with
the gifts to lead you farther than I ever could.
I know that some of you are having a little difficulty believing that St.
John's will survive the double whammy of the pandemic and my
departure. Given this parish's past, I don't blame you. But this business
I'm in requires that I have faith that with God, all things are possible. We
are called to proclaim that truth as often as possible, hoping that perhaps
we can occasionally take rest in the promise it holds of new life and
growth.
As I wrote above, I'm no miracle-working Moses. But it's true that people
have given me a lot of credit for the wonderful things God has done in
this place over the past several years. (I've also received more than my
fair share of opprobrium, as all leaders do.) But if you think I did any of
this on my own, think again. So many people joined with me in doing
what we discerned together was God's will. And somehow, what we
needed in order to accomplish the work we were undertaking was always
provided, thanks to your generosity and the grace of God.

I think what evoked this wilderness
wandering image in the first place was
remembering a book I read shortly after my
arrival at St. John's, entitled, Back from the
Dead: The Book of Congregational Growth ,
by Gerald W. Keucher. Its most memorable
passage was entitled, "If manna fall from
Heaven, eat it." Keucher writes,
"The Bible makes it clear that manna is
something unexpected, something 'with
which neither you nor your ancestors were
acquainted.' It is both a sign of God's faithful
provision for a people wandering in the wilderness and an educational
tool to help them understand 'that one does not live by bread alone, but
by every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord' (Deut. 8:3). You
will remember that first, the people were suspicious of the manna when
it first appeared and second, that they grew tired of it. The point is that
we do not always recognize or approve of what God provides...If you are
in a turnaround situation, do not spurn on principle any possibilities that
present themselves. That's like longing for the leeks and garlic of Egypt
and refusing to eat the manna God has sent you from heaven...If it might
be manna, say thank you to the God who sent it your way, then pick it up
and eat it...Consider every person you meet, every idea anybody has, and
every proposal that comes your way a gift from a God who is trying to
help you. Don't reject anything out of hand or on principle. God always
chooses unexpected and even disreputable instruments to accomplish his
purposes. We need to hone our ability to recognize manna. And we need
to remember that manna was an acquired taste. Acquiring a taste for it
and helping the people of the parish acquire a taste for it is a big part of
the job."
This was a very important image for me because over the past several
years, whenever something good has happened or a surprise has come
along, I have often been able to recognize it for what it was: manna. I
could give you many examples, but I'm trying to keep my Friday letters
shorter, but at every turn, when we have been most in need, I have
prayed for just one thing: manna. And manna has always fallen from
heaven just when we have needed it.
The frustrating thing about manna, if you'll recall, is that it has a very

short shelf life. If the Hebrews left any manna in jars overnight, it
immediately bred worms and became foul. Manna was good for that day
only. It was their "daily bread." There was no saving it for a rainy day. It
was use it or lose it. So too, Gerald Keucher warned against worshipping
the golden calf of endowments and thinking that whenever a chunk of
change fell into our laps, the wisest thing was to invest it. (Sometimes, it
is, but not always.) For example, when we received the Turnbull
Bequest, the Vestry allocated a very small portion of it toward the hiring
of a very part-time development consultant. That consultant's top job
was to help me write a grant to get the roof fixed. Several months later,
we were awarded a $916,000 grant from the Aletta Morris McBean
Charitable Trust. It was all manna.
As I was searching for the passage on manna, my eye alighted on this
golden nugget:
You need to think ahead when filling positions, just as you do when
leasing a copier. You do not lease a new copier that can do only what
you're already doing. You want a machine that can allow you to do all
kinds of things you can't do now. [Likewise,] you want staff that will
take the job beyond the current duties. You want them to catch and share
the vision you have for the things that can be created. Even if you are
sorry to see the incumbent retire or resign, every opportunity to hire
is a precious gift in any situation, but particularly in a turnaround.
Prepare for these opportunities, and make the most of them when they
occur.
So, in short, what is this period of transition? It is a precious gift. Even in
the midst of a pandemic? Yes, in "any situation." And what do we call
such a precious gift? Manna in the wilderness.

Not that I want you to thank me for leaving
(though I'm sure a few of you are grateful I'm
doing so). But rather, I want you to see it for
the opportunity it truly is. I recommend you
read Back from the Dead, and his other book,
Humble and Strong , and while you're at it,
read the thirty-five pages of pure gold by Jim
Collins, Good to Great and the Social
Sectors. Along with the Bible, prayerbook,
and hymnal, these have been among my most
valuable go-to resources over the past seven
years.

This coming Sunday, I will be preaching on
what's come to be known in the liturgy as the
"Summary of the Law." It forms part of our
gospel lesson for the day: "Thou shalt love
the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with
all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the
first and great commandment. And the
second is like unto it: thou shalt love thy
neighbor as thyself. On these two
commandments hang all the Law and the
Prophets."

I am not Moses. I am no Lawgiver. But I do try to live by the
commandments God gave to us through him. And, like Moses, I hope
that while we are endeavoring to love God and our neighbor, we will
pray for manna, and when it falls from Heaven, eat it.
Yours in Christ's service,
N.J.A. Humphrey+
XIV Rector
P.S. I would love to hear from you. You can be in touch by email
at rector@saintjohns-newport.org, or, to make an appointment,
please visit rector.youcanbook.me.

Check Out Our YouTube Channel

We're on YouTube!
You can now view our live-streamed services on our YouTube channel,
in addition to our website. (In case you missed it, changes in Facebook
policy that took effect Oct. 1 mean we may no longer be able to stream
our services on Facebook Live, though we will continue to do so while
that is still possible. It may be that churches are exempted. We are still
waiting to see.)
We are also building an archive of our services. To sign up for updates
and notifications, click the red "Subscribe" button in the upper right
corner:

Please note: On both our website and on YouTube, our streaming
technology does not show a video playing except while we're actually
streaming, so unlike Facebook, you cannot click on the video to watch it
replay, if you're "tuning in" at a time other than during the service. But
we will post an archive of the video as soon as we can after the live
stream, usually by that afternoon.

Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost

This Sunday we will celebrate Low Mass at 8:00 a.m., and High Mass at
10:00 a.m., for the Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost, Proper 25. The 10
o'clock service also will be live-streamed to our website at saintjohnsnewport.org and on our YouTube channel.
In
order
to
attend
either
Mass,
please
register
at
tinyurl.com/SJEreservations and provide your contact information at
tinyurl.com/SJEcheck-in. Each one takes just a minute to complete.
Hard copies of the service booklet will be available in the church, but if
you'd like to preview the booklet, or are watching the service only online,
you can download the booklet for the services here.
And please join us at 11:30 a.m. for Zoom Coffee Hour (details above).

You can find an archive of our services here and, for the time being, at least,
on Facebook in the Videos section of our page. These videos will eventually
be exported to YouTube, as well, so that there will be one repository of all
past services and streamed events.
*Please note: On both our website and on YouTube, our streaming
technology does not show a video playing except while we're actually
streaming, so you cannot click on the video to watch it replay, if you're
"tuning in" at a time other than during the service. But we will post an
archive of the video as soon as we can after the live stream.

Please Check In
As we return to public worship, we will be asking those who attend services
or enter the building for any reason whatsoever to provide their contact
information, either with the assistance of the ushers, or directly via our
website so that we may be in touch with you about any COVID-related
concerns, and so that you can be in touch with us, should you or someone
close to you fall ill or test positive for the coronavirus.
And in case you missed it, the state of Rhode Island also released an app,
CRUSH COVID RI, that aims to to make contact tracing easier.

All Souls Requiem

On Sunday, November 8, A Solemn Mass of Requiem for All Souls,

including our founders and benefactors, will be offered. If you would
like to submit the names of your departed loved ones to be listed in
the service booklet and remembered in the Mass intentions, please
email parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org.
We often don't give ourselves the space to mourn and remember, and the
Requiem Mass, with its total focus on those who have died, is a powerful
and intimate way of doing so. At the liturgy, a catafalque symbolizing all
those who have passed on before us is placed at the front of the church,
and special prayers are said for the repose of their souls. Rich in ritual
and symbolism, the Requiem is a profound experience for those who
have never before encountered it, and a moving one no matter how many
Requiem Masses one has attended.
We invite all who wish to honor the departed, and all those who mourn,
to join us in for this special service of remembrance.

Zoom Coffee Hour @ St. John's

We hope you can join us after service at 11:30 a.m. for a Virtual Coffee
Hour via Zoom.
Meeting ID: 842 2305 2255
Password (if prompted to provide one): Quire

There are several ways to join. From your web browser on any device,
join by clicking here:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84223052255?
pwd=bGJXMVFJZ05OM3FDd1MydWZzb3ZJUT09
Or enter tinyurl.com/SJEzoomcoffeehour directly into your web
browser, which automatically redirects to the long URL above!
Have a telephone but not a computer? No problem!
Dial in by landline or mobile phone: 1-312-626-6799, and when
prompted, enter the Meeting ID: 842 2305 2255.
Or via iPhone one-tap, dial +13126266799,84223052255#.
Hope to see and/or hear from you soon!

Low Masses
The following low Masses will take place after Evening Prayer at 5:30
p.m. Whenever possible, Low Masses will be both in-person and livestreamed. To attend in person, please check in here.

Friday, Oct. 23: Low Mass for the
Feast of St. James of Jerusalem,

left.
Wednesday, Oct. 28: Low Mass
for the Feast of St. Simon & St.
Jude, above.

Candle Dedications

The Sanctuary Lamp Candle above the High Altar is
given
to the greater glory of God and in prayer for Diana, in
loving memory of Dan Burns, and in loving memory of
Stephanie. The Sanctuary Lamp candle above the Altar of
the Chapel of the Blessed Sacrament is given to the
greater glory of God and in loving memory of
Claire Weaver .
______________________________________
To arrange to dedicate a candle on a particular date, please be in touch
with the Parish Office at parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org.

Peter Berton in Concert

Peter Stoltzfus Berton will perform a half-hour organ recital at Grace
Church, Providence, at noon on Thursday, October 29.
In-person attendance is possible, and the concert is being recorded for
future distribution online. The program of music by Louis Vierne and
Jean Langlais is entitled "Halloween in Paris." An archive of virtual

concerts from Grace, and information about registration for in-person
attendance can be found here.

Choir School News

On Friday, October 2, The Choir School of Newport County held "Back
to School Night" on the lawn at the Church, including a boxed dinner
provided.
The evening began with a fitness warm-up and group game, followed by
a team-building session to focus on problem-solving, creative thinking,
communication and teamwork. After dinner, kids and adults gathered
around the "campfire" (a pair of portable fire pits, so everyone could be
safely distanced ) to share their reflections and enjoy s'mores.
A big thank you to Bob MacMannis, Athletic Director & Mathematics
teacher at The Pennfield School, who directed the event. Check out our
video of the event, top.

Neighbors in Need

Each year around this time, St. John's gets many calls inquiring as to
whether we have a coat drive, or a thrift store to which to donate warm
clothes for people in need. As most of you know, we don't typically
collect donations of this kind, instead giving to the Martin Luther King
Jr. Community Center's food pantry through our 5th Sunday Food
Drives, and helping those in need individually through the Rector's
discretionary fund, through which we've helped many find housing,
medical care and more.
We have in the past directed people toward the St. Paul's Methodist
Church's coat drive; this year, however, they are unable to conduct the
coat drive and instead have asked for donations of men's and women's
hats, scarves, gloves in good condition (or new) as part of a campaign
called "Keeping Our Neighbors Warm."
If you would like to donate, please drop off your items at St. Paul's, 12
Marlborough St., Newport, by Friday, November 13, or, if you prefer a
donation by check, please make it out to St. Paul's UMC and indicate on
memo line "Coat Day" or Keeping Neighbors Warm."
The donated funds will be used to buy warm winter gloves, which will
be brought to Turning Around Ministries and the Housing Hotline.

Thank you for your support.

A Path for Faithful Living

"Discerning my path for faithful living" is an innovative communal
process that invites participants into a time of deep listening, practice of
ancient and modern spiritual disciplines, and insights offered and
received regarding individual gifts and passions - all within a brave/safe
circle of trust.
In addition to monthly synchronous Zoom meetings in small groups of
six to eight with a trained facilitator, participants will engage classic and
current texts, videos and articles on discernment, spiritual practices, and
the ministry of the baptized. The course begins January 23, 2020.

This discernment process is meant to assist persons in finding their lay
vocational ministry; it is not intended as a step towards ordained
ministry.
There is a Zoom information session on November 18 at 7:00 p.m. For
more information, you can download the PDF here or sign up online
here.
The cost is $200; the Episcopal Diocese of Rhode Island offers to pay
$100 toward each tuition.

Service Details
Sunday, Oct. 25
The Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost,
Proper 25
Low Mass at 8:00 a.m.
Live-Streamed High Mass at 10:00 a.m.
Preacher: Fr. Humphrey
Register for both services here:
1. https://reopen.church/r/2oOSjeMo
2. https://forms.gle/qrjPdMyDsTCG6KFg7
Download the Service Booklet here.

Join us for Coffee Hour at 11:30 a.m. after Mass!
Join Zoom Meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84223052255?
pwd=bGJXMVFJZ05OM3FDd1MydWZzb3ZJUT09
Meeting ID: 842 2305 2255
Password (required): Quire
Have a telephone but not a computer? No problem!
Dial in by landline or mobile phone: 1-312-626-6799, and
when prompted, enter the Meeting ID: 842 2305 2255.
Or via iPhone one-tap, dial +13126266799,84223052255#.
This week's intercessions

Support St. John's

You can support St. John's by donating today. No amount is too big or
too small. To donate, click here.

The Zabriskie Memorial Church of Saint John the Evangelist

The Choir School of Newport
County

