The Evangelist
October 11, 2020

We are ready for you at St. John's!
Sunday: The Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost, Proper 23
8:00 a.m.: Low Mass
10:00 a.m.: High Mass (also live-streamed)
To attend in person, please register at both of the following locations:
1. tinyurl.com/SJEreservations
2. tinyurl.com/SJEcheck-in
Watch on our website at saintjohns-newport.org, or on our new YouTube
channel. Please note, video only plays when we are actually streaming. While
you're there, subscribe to the channel to get notifications when future videos are live or
uploaded! It's easy: just click on the "Subscribe" button.
If you have trouble watching the live stream on our website: Try reloading the
page or refreshing your browser, which should clear the cache. Was that sentence
Greek to you? Then check out the simple instructions
at https://www.downing.nz/simple-steps-to-refresh-your-website-brower-cache/. If
all else fails, be in touch with a Millennial or other "digital native."
Download the service booklet here.
Join us for (virtual) Coffee Hour after the service!
We miss you, too, and look forward to seeing you!
On Zoom:
On Sunday, Oct. 11, at 11:30 a.m., join us for a Zoom Coffee Hour.
Join by clicking this link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84223052255?
pwd=bGJXMVFJZ05OM3FDd1MydWZzb3ZJUT09
Or enter this redirect link in your browser window: tinyurl.com/SJEzoomcoffeehour
Meeting ID: 842 2305 2255
Password (required): Quire
How to reach Father Humphrey:
By phone: 401-500-0042
By email: rector@saintjohns-newport.org

By phone appointment: rector.youcanbook.me

A Letter from Father Humphrey
Dear People, Neighbors, and Friends of St. John's,
This past Wednesday, I participated in an online conference put on by
the Society of Catholic Priests on the topic, "Benedictine Spirituality in
Parish Life," something very near and dear to my heart because as a
nineteen year-old evangelical, I was introduced to the Benedictine way
through spending five weeks living with the monks of Mt. Saviour
Monastery near Elmira, New York. I've written before about this
transformative experience, which led to a deeper conversion to Christ
and set me on the road to discovering my priestly vocation.
I've also mentioned before that when I entered that "Monastic Experience
Program," I was given a copy of Seeking God: The Way of St.
Benedict by Esther de Waal, and I've written of the great joy I found
years later when I was able to welcome Esther de Waal as our scholar in
residence for a time at St. Paul's, K Street in Washington, DC. That book
has shaped not only my personal spirituality but my approach to ministry
in community as well.
One of the keynote speakers at the conference on Wednesday was
Archbishop Melissa Skelton, who grew up in Alabama and Georgia,
came to Christ through the Episcopal Church when she was in her
twenties, and after a career in management consulting was ordained and
called as rector of St. Paul's Episcopal Church in Seattle , where she
served for nine years. When she arrived at St. Paul's, the parish was
struggling to make ends meet, had experienced a significant decline in
attendance, and was on the brink of closure. (Sound familiar?)
Thanks in no small measure to her learnings at St. Paul's, she was
appointed Canon for Congregational Development and Leadership in the
Diocese of Olympia in Washington state. While in this position, she
developed a Congregational Development program that uses the
"GATHER-TRANSFORM-SEND" model as the core curriculum for the
College for Congregational Development in that diocese. She later

established a Canadian version of this initiative as the School for Parish
Development.
As it so happens, two and a half months after I arrived at St. John's, she
was elected the Bishop of the Diocese of New Westminster in British
Columbia in the Anglican Church of Canada. In 2018, she was invited to
be the Episcopal visitor of the Society of Catholic Priests in North
America, and the very next month she was elected Metropolitan of the
Ecclesiastical Province of British Columbia and Yukon, the first woman
in the Anglican Church of Canada to be elected an archbishop. Her
successor as Bishop of New Westminster was just elected last Saturday,
in fact, and he will serve alongside her until she retires at the end of this
coming February, having reached mandatory retirement age.
I was intrigued that she would be speaking, because shortly after I arrived
at St. John's in 2013, I scoured the internet for accessible summaries of
the Anglo-Catholic tradition. Most sources were very "insider" in their
language, or too focused on the movement's history, or emphasized one
aspect of the tradition to the exclusion of others. Finally, I came across a
summary on the website of St. Paul's, Seattle. Little did I know then that
its author would one day be a Canadian archbishop! Here's what may be
found in our seasonal Mass booklets and many special booklets, and is
often used as go-to "filler" when we have room in other publications:
St. John's is a congregation of the Episcopal Diocese of Rhode
Island, and from our very beginnings we had our roots in the AngloCatholic revival. The following summary, adapted and edited with
permission from the website of St. Paul's, Seattle, Washington, gives
a good sense of what this particular tradition within the Episcopal
Church values.
As Anglo-Catholics, our ultimate worship experience is one in which
we not only glimpse but enter into and taste something of the beauty
and mystery of God. The following are elements that exist in many
Anglo-Catholic parishes:
Sacramental: An emphasis on the sacraments of Baptism, Eucharist,
Holy Unction (anointing with oil for healing), and Reconciliation
(confession and absolution) as a part of the rhythm of a holy life.
Prayerful: Holiness of life is seen as a process in which we engage

in prayer on a daily basis, and which expresses itself in weekly and
yearly cycles of prayer within the church. Anglo-Catholics make use
of a variety of devotional practices that assist them in prayer.
Surrounded by a Great Cloud of Witnesses: Anglo-Catholics
believe in the reality of the Communion of Saints. We believe that
we have seen true sanctity in the lives of many women and men in
the history of the church, up to the present day. We especially honor
the Virgin Mary, the mother of Jesus, as one whose life witnessed to
God's grace.
Reverential, Expressed through Music, the Senses and the Body:
Anglo-Catholics emphasize sharing the divine life in a deeply
reverent style of worship. We are drawn to liturgy that emphasizes
adoration. We enter into this adoration through listening to and
singing beautiful music, chanting, the use of gesture and embodied
prayer (genuflection, bowing, crossing oneself) and the engagement
of the senses (incense, baptismal water, bells, beautiful vestments,
etc.). As Anglo-Catholics, our ultimate worship experience is one in
which we not only glimpse but enter into and taste something of the
beauty and mystery of God.
Committed to Beauty and Justice Together: Anglo-Catholics
emphasize social justice out of a tradition that makes a concrete
connection between worshiping God in beauty and holiness, and
working to manifest God's justice and mercy in the world. For
Anglo-Catholics, beautiful liturgy leads us into a divine life that
celebrates the dignity of human beings. Out of this experience, our
call is to work to create a world that acknowledges and advances the
dignity of all.
As the Canadians say, "Pretty good, eh?"
Imagine my joy when I heard that Archbishop Skelton would be giving a
presentation entitled, "A School for the Lord's Service: Parish
Development in the Spirit of St. Benedict." Not surprisingly, she held up
Esther de Waal's Seeking God and quoted from it several times.
In short, she and I have been working from the same playbook for many
years, namely the Rule of St. Benedict and the practical spiritual
traditions that have grown up around it over the centuries. I've told this

before, too, but it bears repeating: I met the future presiding bishop,
Frank Griswold, at that monastery that summer, and he's the one who
invited me to explore the Episcopal Church. When I was ordained, he
sent me a beautiful clothbound edition of the Rule. And as you may
recall, he preached the sermon here when I was instituted as your
fourteenth rector.
I'm still letting Archbishop Skelton's presentation percolate in me, but
you may hear more about its contents in this Sunday's sermon as it
relates to our epistle lesson of the day, Philippians 4:1-9.
You may also hear a quote or two from The Nearness of God: Parish
Ministry as Spiritual Practice by Julia Gatta. Mother Gatta is a professor
at the School of Theology at the University of the South (a.k.a.
Sewanee). Many of my clergy friends are big fans, and I own at least
three of her books, none of which I've ever spent much time with, I'm
sorry to say. (This same group of friends also gush about Fleming
Rutledge, whose book on Advent I used this past year. So that's my
excuse for not getting around to Julia Gatta until recently.) The day after
the SCP conference, I was sitting at my desk and looked up and noticed a
book on my shelf with a nice leather bookmark in it. I wondered what it
was. It turned out to be this as-yet unplumbed book. I decided to read
chapter four, "Shepherding the Flock: Pastoral Care in the
Congregation." And what would you know? There was a section in that
chapter entitled "Benedictine Models of Leadership."
So you are fated to hear more from these sources in the future, I'm
afraid, but I hope you will gain as much from them as I have. This letter
is merely a foreword to this Sunday's sermon and future letters, so I
won't get into the details today. But I will say that what I'm hearing from
these Benedictine sources is a much-needed reminder that both pastoral
care and administrative leadership begin with listening and
consultation. Your wardens will be leading you through a process of
listening and consultation as the parish leadership undertakes the process
of self-study leading to the production of a parish profile for my
successor. I hope over the next nine months to support that listening and
consultation through my own administration and pastoral care, so that as
many voices as possible are heard, and so that we all have an opportunity
to connect as deeply as possible with this beloved community and with
each other, as together we seek to be a school for the Lord's service.

Yours in Christ's service,
N.J.A. Humphrey+
XIV Rector
P.S. I would love to hear from you. You can be in touch by email
at rector@saintjohns-newport.org, or, to make an appointment,
please visit rector.youcanbook.me.

Check Out Our YouTube Channel

We're on YouTube!
You can now view our live-streamed services on our YouTube channel,
in addition to our website. (In case you missed it, changes in Facebook
policy that took effect Oct. 1 mean we may no longer be able to stream
our services on Facebook Live, though we will continue to do so while
that is still possible. It may be that churches are exempted. We are still

waiting to see.)
We are also building an archive of our services. To sign up for updates
and notifications, click the red "Subscribe" button in the upper right
corner:

Please note: On both our website and on YouTube, our streaming
technology does not show a video playing except while we're actually
streaming, so unlike Facebook, you cannot click on the video to watch it
replay, if you're "tuning in" at a time other than during the service. But
we will post an archive of the video as soon as we can after the live
stream, usually by that afternoon.

Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost

This Sunday we will celebrate Low Mass at 8:00 a.m., and High Mass at
10:00 a.m., for the Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost, Proper 23. The 10
o'clock service also will be live-streamed to our website at saintjohnsnewport.org.
In
order
to
attend
either
Mass,
please
register
at
tinyurl.com/SJEreservations and provide your contact information at
tinyurl.com/SJEcheck-in. Each one takes just a minute to complete.
You can download the booklet for the services here.
And please join us at 11:30 a.m. for Zoom Coffee Hour (details above).
You can find an archive of our services here and, for the time being, at least,
on Facebook in the Videos section of our page. These videos will eventually

be exported to YouTube, as well, so that there will be one repository of all
past services and streamed events.
*Please note: On both our website and on YouTube, our streaming
technology does not show a video playing except while we're actually
streaming, so you cannot click on the video to watch it replay, if you're
"tuning in" at a time other than during the service. But we will post an
archive of the video as soon as we can after the live stream.

Please Check In
As we return to public worship, we will be asking those who attend services
or enter the building for any reason whatsoever to provide their contact
information, either with the assistance of the ushers, or directly via our
website so that we may be in touch with you about any COVID-related
concerns, and so that you can be in touch with us, should you or someone
close to you fall ill or test positive for the coronavirus.
And in case you missed it, the state of Rhode Island also released an app,
CRUSH COVID RI, that aims to to make contact tracing easier.

Zoom Coffee Hour @ St. John's

We hope you can join us after service at 11:30 a.m. for a Virtual Coffee

Hour via Zoom.
Meeting ID: 842 2305 2255
Password (if prompted to provide one): Quire
There are several ways to join. From your web browser on any device,
join by clicking here:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84223052255?
pwd=bGJXMVFJZ05OM3FDd1MydWZzb3ZJUT09
Or enter tinyurl.com/SJEzoomcoffeehour directly into your web
browser, which automatically redirects to the long URL above!
Have a telephone but not a computer? No problem!
Dial in by landline or mobile phone: 1-312-626-6799, and when
prompted, enter the Meeting ID: 842 2305 2255.
Or via iPhone one-tap, dial +13126266799,84223052255#.
Hope to see and/or hear from you soon!

Low Masses
The following low Masses will take place after Evening Prayer at 5:30
p.m. Whenever possible, Low Masses will be both in-person and livestreamed. To attend in person, please check in here.

Thursday, Oct. 15: Low Mass for
the Feast of Our Lady of
Walsingham

Tuesday, Oct. 20: Low Mass for
the Feast of St. Luke

Friday, Oct. 23: Low Mass for the
Feast of St. James of Jerusalem,
left. Wednesday, Oct. 28: Low
Mass for the Feast of St. Simon &
St. Jude, above.

Candle Dedications

The Sanctuary Lamp Candle above the High Altar is
given
to the greater glory of God and in prayer for Diana.
______________________________________
To arrange to dedicate a candle on a particular date, please be in touch
with the Parish Office at parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org.

Choir School News

On Friday, October 2, The Choir School of Newport County held "Back
to School Night" on the lawn at the Church, including a boxed dinner
provided.
The evening began with a fitness warm-up and group game, followed by
a team-building session to focus on problem-solving, creative thinking,
communication and teamwork. After dinner, kids and adults gathered
around the "campfire" (a pair of portable fire pits, so everyone could be
safely distanced ) to share their reflections and enjoy s'mores.
A big thank you to Bob MacMannis, Athletic Director & Mathematics
teacher at The Pennfield School, who directed the event. Check out our
video of the event, top.

Neighbors in Need

Each year around this time, St. John's gets many calls inquiring as to
whether we have a coat drive, or a thrift store to which to donate warm
clothes for people in need. As most of you know, we don't typically
collect donations of this kind, instead giving to the Martin Luther King
Jr. Community Center's food pantry through our 5th Sunday Food
Drives, and helping those in need individually through the Rector's
discretionary fund, through which we've helped many find housing,
medical care and more.
We have in the past directed people toward the St. Paul's Methodist
Church's coat drive; this year, however, they are unable to conduct the
coat drive and instead have asked for donations of men's and women's
hats, scarves, gloves in good condition (or new) as part of a campaign
called "Keeping Our Neighbors Warm."
If you would like to donate, please drop off your items at St. Paul's, 12
Marlborough St., Newport, by Friday, November 13, or, if you prefer a
donation by check, please make it out to St. Paul's UMC and indicate on
memo line "Coat Day" or Keeping Neighbors Warm."
The donated funds will be used to buy warm winter gloves, which will
be brought to Turning Around Ministries and the Housing Hotline.

Thank you for your support.

Service Details
Sunday, Oct. 11
The Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost,
Proper 23
Low Mass at 8:00 a.m.
Live-Streamed High Mass at 10:00 a.m.
Preacher: Fr. Humphrey
Register for both services here:
1. https://reopen.church/r/2oOSjeMo
2. https://forms.gle/qrjPdMyDsTCG6KFg7
Download the Service Booklet here.

Join us for Coffee Hour at 11:30 a.m. after Mass!

Join Zoom Meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84223052255?
pwd=bGJXMVFJZ05OM3FDd1MydWZzb3ZJUT09
Meeting ID: 842 2305 2255
Password (required): Quire
Have a telephone but not a computer? No problem!
Dial in by landline or mobile phone: 1-312-626-6799, and
when prompted, enter the Meeting ID: 842 2305 2255.
Or via iPhone one-tap, dial +13126266799,84223052255#.
This week's intercessions

The Zabriskie Memorial Church of Saint John the Evangelist

The Choir School of Newport
County

