The Evangelist
October 4, 2020

We are ready for you at St. John's!
Sunday: The Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost, Proper 22
8:00 a.m.: Low Mass
10:00 a.m.: High Mass (also live-streamed)
To attend in person, please register at both of the following locations:
1. tinyurl.com/SJEreservations
2. tinyurl.com/SJEcheck-in
Watch on our website at saintjohns-newport.org
If you have trouble watching the live stream on our website: Try reloading the
page or refreshing your browser, which should clear the cache. Was that sentence
Greek to you? Then check out the simple instructions
at https://www.downing.nz/simple-steps-to-refresh-your-website-brower-cache/. If
all else fails, be in touch with a Millennial or other "digital native."
Download the service booklet here.
Join us for (virtual) Coffee Hour after the service!
We miss you, too, and look forward to seeing you!
On Zoom:
On Sunday, Oct. 4, at 11:30 a.m., join us for a Zoom Coffee Hour.
Join by clicking this link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84223052255?
pwd=bGJXMVFJZ05OM3FDd1MydWZzb3ZJUT09
Or enter this redirect link in your browser window: tinyurl.com/SJEzoomcoffeehour
Meeting ID: 842 2305 2255
Password (required): Quire
How to reach Father Humphrey:
By phone: 401-500-0042
By email: rector@saintjohns-newport.org
By phone appointment: rector.youcanbook.me

A Letter from Father Humphrey
Dear People, Neighbors, and Friends of St. John's,
This past week, I had an update from the 1696 Heritage Group on a
research project St. John's commissioned on the life and times of Peter
Quire. I am convinced that Peter Quire's story needs to be more widely
known in Newport, in the Diocese of Rhode Island, and throughout the
Episcopal Church. One day, I hope Peter Quire will be commemorated
on the Episcopal Church's official calendar, alongside other saints of the
church such as Absalom Jones, whose feast day is February 13.

Peter Quire is important to me personally because he was a layman who
took his baptismal ministry and personal stewardship seriously. He was
known in Newport as "the father of St. John's," a congregation that was
intentionally racially integrated from its very first service in his home in
1875, the first such Episcopal church in this state, to my knowledge. He
was of modest means, working as a cobbler, but he still managed to

leave $419 to the church when he died. By all accounts, Peter Qurie was
beloved by all who knew him.
Sadly, those of us who are the beneficiaries of his legacy don't know
enough about him, which is why generous donors agreed to underwrite
this research project. We already knew that he came to Newport from
Quaker Philadelphia, where he had worked with the Underground
Railroad as the driver for the head of the Pennsylvania Society for the
Abolition of Slavery, pursuing bounty hunters attempting to recover
runaway slaves. But we didn't know much else.
The 1696 Heritage Group has uncovered Peter's connection with the
African Episcopal Church of St. Thomas in Philadelphia, the first
Episcopal parish organized by and for black people, by the
aforementioned Absalom Jones. Peter was a faithful member there
before moving to Providence, and later, to Newport.
Before this past week, I did not know that Peter had been married in
Philadelphia to a woman named Sarah, who died in Providence. Two
years later, he married Harriet, and they moved to Newport. She died
soon after the Free Chapel of St. John the Evangelist (now our Guild
Hall) was built, but in our own day no one at St. John's knew where she
was buried. Peter Quire's grave is in God's Little Acre here in Newport.
(I visited it with a guest preacher back in 2018, who wrote about it here.
But I'd always wondered where Harriet's body was laid to rest. We now
know she was buried in Providence, though not why ... yet.
I am looking forward to the 1696 Heritage Group's presentation when it
is completed, because the more we learn about the life and times of Peter
Quire, the more inspired we will be, I believe, to be faithful in our own
lives and times. For as we piece together more of Peter Quire's story, so,
too, do we piece together more of our own. Peter's history is our history,
and his sanctity calls us to follow him as a follower of Jesus. He is an
inspiration, not simply to lay people, or black people, or Episcopalians,
but to all of us who through small things endeavor to be faithful to the
call of Jesus Christ through this particular Anglo-Catholic tradition and
in this particular parish.
As we stand on the brink of a new chapter in our history, let us keep our
founder in mind. What might we be called to do now that would gladden
Peter Quire's heart? How might we, in our own way and to the best of

our circumstances, even in adversity, give of ourselves for the life of the
world and in service to God? What does St. John's need in order to be an
effective witness in word and deed in the Point neighborhood, in
Newport, and indeed, throughout the world?
In Peter Quire, we have a goodly heritage. May we be inspired by the
legacy of holiness he has left us to be faithful stewards of what he
bequeathed, which is worth far more than $419. His legacy is one of
faith, hope, and love, a legacy we can hold onto as we look to the future
with eager expectation rather than fear and anxiety. May Peter Quire's
life and times then, and his legacy of holiness now, be a star in the sky to
guide our journey of faith, both now and for many, many years to come.
Blessed Peter Quire, pray for us.
Yours in Christ's service,
N.J.A. Humphrey+
XIV Rector
P.S. I would love to hear from you. You can be in touch by email
at rector@saintjohns-newport.org, or, to make an appointment,
please visit rector.youcanbook.me.

Zoom Coffee Hour @ St. John's

We hope you can join us after service at 11:30 a.m. for a Virtual Coffee
Hour via Zoom.
Meeting ID: 842 2305 2255
Password (if prompted to provide one): Quire
There are several ways to join. From your web browser on any device,
join by clicking here:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84223052255?
pwd=bGJXMVFJZ05OM3FDd1MydWZzb3ZJUT09
Or enter tinyurl.com/SJEzoomcoffeehour directly into your web
browser, which automatically redirects to the long URL above!
Have a telephone but not a computer? No problem!
Dial in by landline or mobile phone: 1-312-626-6799, and when
prompted, enter the Meeting ID: 842 2305 2255.
Or via iPhone one-tap, dial +13126266799,84223052255#.
Hope to see and/or hear from you soon!

Please Check In

A s we return to public worship, we will be asking those who attend
services or enter the building for any reason whatsoever to provide their
contact information, either with the assistance of the ushers, or directly
via our website so that we may be in touch with you about any COVIDrelated concerns, and so that you can be in touch with us, should you or
someone close to you fall ill or test positive for the coronavirus.
And in case you missed it, the state of Rhode Island also released an app,
CRUSH COVID RI, that aims to to make contact tracing easier.

Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost

This Sunday we will celebrate Low Mass at 8:00 a.m., and High Mass at
10:00 a.m., for the Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost, Proper 22. The 10
o'clock service also will be live-streamed to our website at saintjohnsnewport.org.
In
order
to
attend
either
Mass,
please
register
at
tinyurl.com/SJEreservations and provide your contact information at
tinyurl.com/SJEcheck-in. Each one takes just a minute to complete.
You can download the booklet for the services here.
And please join us at 11:30 a.m. for Zoom Coffee Hour (details above).
You can find an archive of our services here.

Blessing of the Beasts

This Sunday we will hold a Blessing of the Beasts at the 10 o'clock Mass,
and a virtual blessings for pet moms and dads who want to watch online.
If you are coming to the 10 o'clock Mass, please bring your leashed and
well-behaved best friend as well, for blessing during the Mass.
If you are following along online, please post a picture and name of your pet
on our Facebook page, and be sure to watch the service -- and blessing -live-streamed on our website.
We hope to see you there!

Low Masses

The following low Masses will take place after Evening Prayer at 5:30
p.m. Low Masses will be both in-person and live-streamed. To attend in
person, please check in here.

Thursday, Oct. 15: Low Mass for
the Feast of Our Lady of
Walsingham

Tuesday, Oct. 20: Low Mass for
the Feast of St. Luke

Friday, Oct. 23: Low Mass for the
Feast of St. James of Jerusalem,
left. Wednesday, Oct. 28: Low
Mass for the Feast of St. Simon &
St. Jude, above.

Candle Dedications

The Sanctuary Lamp Candle above the High Altar is
given
to the greater glory of God and in prayer for Diana. The
Sanctuary Lamp Candle above the Altar of the Chapel of
the Blessed Sacrament is given to the greater glory of
God and in loving memory of Norman Pyle for the first
anniversary of his death.
______________________________________
To arrange to dedicate a candle on a particular date, please be in touch
with the Parish Office at parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org.

Service Details
Sunday, Oct. 4
The Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost,
Proper 22
Low Mass at 8:00 a.m.
Live-Streamed High Mass at 10:00 a.m.
Preacher: Fr. Humphrey
Register for both services here:
1. https://reopen.church/r/2oOSjeMo
2. https://forms.gle/qrjPdMyDsTCG6KFg7
Download the Service Booklet here.

Join us for Coffee Hour at 11:30 a.m. after Mass!
Join Zoom Meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84223052255?

pwd=bGJXMVFJZ05OM3FDd1MydWZzb3ZJUT09
Meeting ID: 842 2305 2255
Password (required): Quire
Have a telephone but not a computer? No problem!
Dial in by landline or mobile phone: 1-312-626-6799, and
when prompted, enter the Meeting ID: 842 2305 2255.
Or via iPhone one-tap, dial +13126266799,84223052255#.
This week's intercessions

The Zabriskie Memorial Church of Saint John the Evangelist

The Choir School of Newport
County

