The Evangelist
September 20, 2020

We are ready for you at St. John's!
Sunday: The Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost, Proper 20
8:00 a.m.: Mass on the Grass (Low Mass)
10:00 a.m.: Live-Streamed High Mass*
*Followed by a special Zoom Coffee Hour at 11:30 a.m. with Canon
Dena Cleaver-Bartholomew, Diocesan transition minister
To attend in person, please register at both of the following locations:
1. tinyurl.com/SJEreservations
2. tinyurl.com/SJEcheck-in
Watch on Facebook (you don't need an account):
https://www.facebook.com/SaintJohnsNewport/
or on our website at saintjohns-newport.org
Download the service booklet here.
Join us for (virtual) Coffee Hour after the service!
We miss you, too, and look forward to seeing you!
On Zoom:
On Sunday, Sept. 20, at 11:30 a.m., join us for a special Zoom meeting with Canon
Dena Cleaver-Bartholomew.
Join by clicking this link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84223052255?
pwd=bGJXMVFJZ05OM3FDd1MydWZzb3ZJUT09
Or enter this redirect link in your browser window: tinyurl.com/SJEzoomcoffeehour
Meeting ID: 842 2305 2255
Password (required): Quire
How to reach Father Humphrey:
By phone: 401-500-0042
By email: rector@saintjohns-newport.org
By phone appointment: rector.youcanbook.me

A Letter from Father Humphrey
Dear People, Neighbors, and Friends of St. John's,
I know the news of my eventual departure for Canada has come as quite
a shock to many. So much so, that I wondered whether people had
absorbed the important detail that I'm not going anywhere for another
nine months. That's the length of a pregnancy, which is both a long time
and no time at all. I hope this comes as good news and something of a
consolation, though I've been afraid people would feel quite the opposite!
While I've been bracing for a deluge of hate mail, Anne and I have
instead received numerous well-wishes. I've begun to feel like that
villager in the famous Monty Python comedy sketch about the Black
Death, who says, "I'm not dead, yet!" So don't worry. We will have
plenty of time to say what we need to say and do what we need to do
before the fateful day arrives this coming summer.
After the shock has subsided somewhat, the next question on pretty much
everybody's mind is, "What happened?" Was it because I wanted to
leave St. John's that I sought a new call? No, I can truthfully say it was
not -- I wasn't seeking anything. Was it because St. Thomas's, Toronto,
was irresistible? No, I can truthfully say it was not. (Don't get me wrong;
it is an attractive parish, but it was clear to me that whomever they chose
would probably need to work even harder than I've had to work here.)
Some of you might be wondering, was it because this iceberg of a
pandemic is sinking the U.S.S. St. John's and I decided I needed to
abandon ship? As you will see from the note from the treasurer below,
we will be just fine, provided we fulfill our pledges before the end of the
year as faithfully as we usually do. (And, in case you were wondering,
Anne and I will be honoring our full pledges to both annual giving and
the multi-year capital campaign even after we've moved to Canada.) No,
had I felt there were any major problems with St. John's, I would have
felt duty-bound to stay here. The captain always goes down with his
ship, after all. But because St. John's is shipshape even in these uncertain
waters, I am confident you will sail on, only you will eventually do so
with a new captain.

So, what happened? In short, I made the mistake of letting God get
involved in my life. Again.
I'm serious about that. Throughout my life, I have found that following
God's call is very inconvenient. God is the original Inconvenient Truth.
Consider this: In college, I dreamed of going to Yale Law School; God
called me to Yale Divinity School instead. Following seminary, I
planned on becoming a professor; God called me to a school chaplaincy
instead. I wanted to continue serving that school in D.C.; God (in the
form of my ordaining bishop) called me to a parish in Maryland instead.
I planned on trying a monastic vocation; I ended up a married father of
two instead. I wanted to earn a doctorate; I ended up a parish priest at St.
Paul's, K Street, instead. In 2013, I wanted a thriving parish with a
minimum average Sunday attendance (ASA) of 250; God gave me St.
John's with an ASA of 25 instead.
At each fork in the road, rather than getting what I'd hoped for, I was
given an opportunity to mature and to grow, and with that growth, an
opportunity to help others flourish as they found their own way in the
church and in the world. At each step of my pilgrimage of discernment, I
have realized the wisdom of allowing myself to respond to the
oftentimes inconvenient nudges -- or outright shoves -- from others to
listen to God, and not simply my own ambitions.
Anne would not have been on board with this crazy undertaking if she
thought it was simply a way of feeding my already overfed ego. But we
are convinced that this fits the pattern of my life: I was just settling down
at St. John's, looking forward to presiding over this parish's 150th
anniversary in 2025, eagerly anticipating living in an eventually postpandemic world, and then God intervened. It's as simple, and complex,
as that.
But for those of you who are hungry for every detail, click here.
Yours in Christ's service,
N.J.A. Humphrey+
XIV Rector
P.S. I would love to hear from you. You can be in touch by email
at rector@saintjohns-newport.org, or, to make an appointment,
please visit rector.youcanbook.me.

A Special Message From the Wardens

Dear Friends,
As most of you know by now, Father Humphrey has accepted a call from
God to share the grace, love, and leadership he has brought to St. John's
over the past seven years, with a new parish family in Toronto.
While it is difficult to say goodbye to a Rector and family we have come
to know, value, and love, as a Vestry, we give thanks for how God is at
work, calling his servants to new ministries where we are most needed.
We are proud and excited for Nathan and his family and their
commitment to answer God's call. We know the coming year will not be
without moments of uncertainty for the St. John's community. However,
we take comfort in the knowledge that our community is stronger than it
has ever been before.
As a community, we must turn now together to our hope-filled future; for
St. John's is not about one person, but about our faith in God and

community as a whole. Our next chapter begins this Sunday, September
20, at 11:30 a.m. during our regularly scheduled Zoom coffee hour,
where we (the Wardens) will be joined by Canon Dena CleaverBartholomew, the Diocesan transition minister, to discuss the transition
process ahead of us.
The meeting is accessible via tinyurl.com/SJEzoomcoffeehour
(Password: Quire). You can also join by phone: 1-312-626-6799. When
prompted, enter the Meeting ID: 842 2305 2255, then press the # key.
There may be a short time between Fr. Humphrey's departure and our
new Rector's arrival, during which an interim rector may be needed. We,
the wardens, will work closely with Bishop Knisely to make those
arrangements.
In the meantime, we will be forming two committees in the next several
weeks. One will be a Profile Committee, to put into words and pictures a
description of our church and what type of rector we are seeking, and the
other will be the Search Committee. The Search Committee will review
candidate materials, conduct interviews, and make recommendations to
the Vestry of their candidate of choice.
If you would like to serve or know of someone who might wish to serve
on either committee, please let one of us know. We will continue to
communicate well with the congregation throughout this process.
We and the Vestry ask for your continued support and prayers. God has
done great things for the community of St. John's in the past several
years and we remain optimistic that many more great things are in store
for our future.
Sincerely,
Cheryl Abney,
Senior Warden
swarden@saintjohns-newport.org
Christopher Schillaci,
Junior Warden
jwarden@saintjohns-newport.org

A Note From the Treasurer

As you can see from the graph above, we are a bit behind in pledge
revenues. This makes sense, given that most of us haven't seen an
offering plate in months.
The easiest way to fix this is to switch your giving from paper checks to
automatic withdrawals, which the church office can help you set up
pretty easily.
While we are behind in pledges, the overall picture looks promising:
provided most of us are able to fulfill our pledges, we should end the
year pretty much on target. We are forecasting a year-end operating
deficit below $5,000, but if people are more generous than we expect,
and you usually are, we might even end up with a modest surplus.

Zoom Coffee Hour @ St. John's

Join us after service at 11:30 a.m. for a Virtual Coffee Hour via
Zoom. This Sunday, Canon Dena Cleaver-Bartholomew, Diocesan
transition minister, will be on hand to discuss St. John's, as Fr.
Humphrey has accepted a calling to a new parish, planned for August
2021.
Meeting ID: 842 2305 2255
Password (if prompted to provide one): Quire
There are several ways to join. From your web browser on any device,
join by clicking here:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84223052255?
pwd=bGJXMVFJZ05OM3FDd1MydWZzb3ZJUT09
Or enter tinyurl.com/SJEzoomcoffeehour directly into your web
browser, which automatically redirects to the long URL above!
Have a telephone but not a computer? No problem!
Dial in by landline or mobile phone: 1-312-626-6799, and when
prompted, enter the Meeting ID: 842 2305 2255.
Or via iPhone one-tap, dial +13126266799,84223052255#.
Hope to see and/or hear from you soon!

Please Check In

A s we return to public worship, we will be asking those who attend
services or enter the building for any reason whatsoever to provide their
contact information, either with the assistance of the ushers, or directly
via our website so that we may be in touch with you about any COVIDrelated concerns, and so that you can be in touch with us, should you or
someone close to you fall ill or test positive for the coronavirus.
And in case you missed it, the state of Rhode Island also released an app,
CRUSH COVID RI, that aims to to make contact tracing easier.

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost

This Sunday at 10:00 a.m., we will live-stream High Mass for the Sixteenth
Sunday after Pentecost, Proper 20, at facebook.com/SaintJohnsNewport/
and on our website at http://saintjohns-newport.org/.
We will also hold "Mass on the Grass," a Low Mass on the lawn, at 8:00
a.m.
In
order
to
attend
either
Mass,
please
register
at
tinyurl.com/SJEreservations and provide your contact information at
tinyurl.com/SJEcheck-in. Each one takes just a minute to complete.
You can download the booklet for the services here.
And please join us after the service for a special Zoom Coffee Hour with
Canon Dena Cleaver-Bartholomew, Diocesan transition minister, at 11:30

a.m. (Details above.)

Don't Forget Your Woolies!
Dress warmly this Sunday at both 8:00 & 10:00 a.m.!
Low Mass on the grass at 8 will continue as usual this Sunday, but it's
going to be chilly, so dress warmly! We will talk on Sunday about what
to do once the weather is too cold to tolerate.
Dress warmly for High Mass in the church at 10, as well, since our
furnace, while operational, needs to be serviced for safety reasons before
being put into extended use, and we were unable to secure an
appointment this past week. Please pray that it is up and running by next
Sunday, and in the meantime, don't forget your woolies!

Mass on the Grass

Welcome to Mass on the Grass! In case you missed it, you can read all
about it in The Newport Daily News, here.
This Sunday, Sept. 20, at 8:00 a.m., we will hold Low Mass celebrating
the Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost, Proper 20. (At 10:00 a.m., we will
live-stream High Mass in the church.)

In
order
to
attend
either
Mass,
please
register
at
tinyurl.com/SJEreservations and provide your contact information at
tinyurl.com/SJEcheck-in. Each one takes just a minute to complete.
All you need is a chair or blanket (we'll take care of the spacing), hat or
umbrella if desired, good cheer and a smile, even if it's covered at all
times by a face mask as required by the Diocese at all services, both
indoors and out.
Participants will gather on the lawn around the steps in front of the front
entrance of the church at 61 Washington St.
Being able to gather again this way is certainly a breath of fresh air, and
we can't wait! Thank you for following state and diocesan guidelines to
protect all of our loved ones during the global pandemic.
See you Sunday!
If you would like to volunteer to help with setup or breakdown, please
let Kristin MacMannis know at engagement@saintjohns-newport.org.

Michaelmas

On Sunday, September 27, at 4 p.m., an audio recording of Choral
Evensong for the Feast of St. Michael and All Angels, or Michaelmas,
will be posted on Facebook and our website. This recording is from The
Choir School of Newport County's "Welcome Home" Evensong after
their return from their trip to England in 2018. Dr. Giles Brightwell, then
recently appointed at Trinity Church, Newport, was organist for this
service.
This special audio recording will be available on Facebook and on
our website.

This contemplative service of music features the Professional Choristers
of The Choir School of Newport County and the St. John's Adult Choir,
with organ music. Evensong, an atmospheric and deeply personal form
of worship, appeals to persons of many faiths and has been adopted as
an American tradition in many parishes and cathedrals of the Episcopal
Church.

Low Masses
The following low Masses will take place in September following
Evening Prayer at 5:30 p.m. Low Masses will be both in-person and
live-streamed.

Tuesday, September 22: Low
Mass for the Feast of St. Matthew
(transferred from September 21)

Tuesday, September 29: Low
Mass fo the Feast of St. Michael
and All Angels

Candle Dedications

The Sanctuary Lamp Candle above the High Altar is
given
to the greater glory of God and in prayer for Diana. The
Sanctuary Lamp candle above the Altar of the Chapel of
the Blessed Sacrament is given to the greater glory of
God and in memory of Lucille Amado on the anniversary
of her birthday, September 12.
______________________________________
To arrange to dedicate a candle on a particular date, please be in touch
with the Parish Office at parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org.

Choir School News

WElCOME BACK to our Choir students, who will be returning to inperson practice this week!
Following state and diocesan guidelines and a parent survey, rehearsals
and instruction will resume with personal protection, distancing
protocols and equipment upgrades, ensuring the safety of all.
Do you know a child who could benefit from a music education? Contact
office@thechoirschoolri.org to inquire about choir or piano lessons.

Have you seen the 2019-2020 Second Edition of the Program Book?
To check out our concert listings and to support our donors and
advertisers, you can pick up a copy at St. John's or download a copy
here.
Thank you for all your help in gathering and showing community
support for our programs!
Please note: Dates and times subject to change. Please check our event
listings in the Evangelist, on our website or Facebook page, or contact
the parish office at parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org or (401) 8482561 to double-check dates and times.

'This Is NOT Sunday School'

A new, free, Christian online learning resources aims to teach families
and people of all ages about God, at home.
Free sessions of "This is NOT Sunday School," an initiative by
ChurchNext and FORMA, feature video teaching by a professional from
the Christian formation network, FORMA, in addition to lessons and

readings that can be downloaded. You can sign up for the series here.
These lessons explore Forward Movement's Exploring the Bible
curriculum, including the Bible's more well-known stories. The lessons
are part of Forward Movement's Living Discipleship series for children,
youth, and adults, and is available in English and Spanish.
For more information, click here.

Service Details
Live-Streamed Services on Facebook
In accordance with state reopening guidelines and in consultation
with Bishop Knisely, we welcome the return of parishioners to inperson worship at St. John's! Attendance is limited, however, and we
will continue to live-stream our services. If you wish to be added to a
small group, please see Father Humphrey's guidelines on
returning to church, here.

Sunday, Sept. 20
The Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost,
Proper 20
Mass on the Grass at 8:00 a.m.
Live-Streamed High Mass at 10:00 a.m.
(followed by Zoom Coffee Hour with Canon Dena CleaverBartholomew, Diocesan transition minister, at 11:30 a.m.)
Preacher: Fr. Humphrey
Register for both services here:

1. https://reopen.church/r/2oOSjeMo
2. https://forms.gle/qrjPdMyDsTCG6KFg7
Download the Service Booklet here.

Join us for Coffee Hour at 11:30 a.m. after Mass!
Join Zoom Meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84223052255?
pwd=bGJXMVFJZ05OM3FDd1MydWZzb3ZJUT09
Meeting ID: 842 2305 2255
Password (required): Quire
Have a telephone but not a computer? No problem!
Dial in by landline or mobile phone: 1-312-626-6799, and
when prompted, enter the Meeting ID: 842 2305 2255.
Or via iPhone one-tap, dial +13126266799,84223052255#.
This week's intercessions

Support St. John's with Amazon Smile

Did you know, you can donate to St. John's through every eligible
purchase you make on Amazon Smile?
When you shop at Amazon Smile and choose "St. John the Evangelist"
as your charitable organization, Amazon Smile will donate 0.5% of
eligible purchases to St. John's. Yes, it's that easy! And, Amazon Smile
has the same products and prices as Amazon.
You can shop Amazon Smile via the Amazon Shopping app on your
mobile phone by either downloading the app if you don't already have it,
via Android here, or iOS here, or, if you already have the app, by going
to the Settings menu on the upper left via the three bars (≡), scrolling
down, and choosing "Amazon Smile":

If you don't have or don't want to shop via the app, you can shop through
your browser on your mobile or your desktop by logging in to Amazon
Smile (at SmileAmazon.com) with your regular Amazon account
information here: tinyurl.com/SmileAmazonSignin, and choosing St.
John the Evangelist when prompted.
You can learn more about how to use Amazon Smile here. To learn
more about the Amazon Smile program, click here.

Stewardship at St. John's
Stewardship is a year-round commitment, and we thank you for your
investment in our present and in our future, but above all, thank you
for simply showing up (when you're allowed to!) and being who you
are.

In this time in particular, the Diocese is encouraging parishes to
highlight to our supporters and parishioners how easy it is to set up
an automatic payment directly from your bank account to the
church. If you don't already give online, please consider contacting
your financial institution to arrange for automated repeating gifts.
Doing so will give everyone some measure of peace of mind in these
troubling times.
Thank you for supporting us in prayer when you are unable to be with
us, and for the love that you give in so many ways, of which St. John's is
merely one recipient and conduit among many.
If you would like to support St. John's with a donation, please click here.
To give by text message:

And always, thank you for your generous support!

The Zabriskie Memorial Church of Saint John the Evangelist

The Choir School of Newport
County

