The Evangelist
September 27, 2020

We are ready for you at St. John's!
Sunday: The Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost, Proper 21
8:00 a.m.: Low Mass
10:00 a.m.: High Mass (also live-streamed)
4:00 p.m.: From the Archives (Audio Recording to be posted online):
Choral Evensong & Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament for the
Feast of Saint Michael and All Angels
To attend in person, please register at both of the following locations:
1. tinyurl.com/SJEreservations
2. tinyurl.com/SJEcheck-in
Watch on our website at saintjohns-newport.org
If you have trouble watching the live stream on our website: Try reloading the
page or refreshing your browser, which should clear the cache. Was that sentence
Greek to you? Then check out the simple instructions
at https://www.downing.nz/simple-steps-to-refresh-your-website-brower-cache/. If
all else fails, be in touch with a Millennial or other "digital native."
Download the service booklet here.
Join us for (virtual) Coffee Hour after the service!
We miss you, too, and look forward to seeing you!
On Zoom:
On Sunday, Sept. 27, at 11:30 a.m., join us for a Zoom Coffee Hour.
Join by clicking this link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84223052255?
pwd=bGJXMVFJZ05OM3FDd1MydWZzb3ZJUT09
Or enter this redirect link in your browser window: tinyurl.com/SJEzoomcoffeehour
Meeting ID: 842 2305 2255
Password (required): Quire
How to reach Father Humphrey:

By phone: 401-500-0042
By email: rector@saintjohns-newport.org
By phone appointment: rector.youcanbook.me

A Letter from Father Humphrey
Dear People, Neighbors, and Friends of St. John's,
Yesterday I spent some time with the bishop and clergy of the diocese on
a "Zoom Retreat," led by Jim Krisher, executive director of the Spiritual
Renewal Center in Syracuse, New York. Jim reminded us that "St. Paul
insists: 'In God we live and move and have our being.' (Acts 17:28) Yet
it's easy for us to slip into imagining God as detached and distant from
our day to day living and problems."

One of my favorite prayers from Morning Prayer, which I use on
Tuesdays and Thursdays, draws from this teaching of St. Paul: "O
heavenly Father, in whom we live and move and have our being: We
humbly pray thee so to guide and govern us by thy Holy Spirit, that in all
the cares and occupations of our life we may not forget thee, but may
remember that we are ever walking in thy sight; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen." Oftentimes, when I am asked to lead a group in
extemporaneous prayer, I will begin with, "Heavenly Father, in you we
live and move and have our being," and continue from there, because it is
such a centering phrase. It invites us into a deeper awareness of the
presence and reality of God.
As Jim reminded us yesterday, "God is, as St. Augustine says, 'closer to
us than we are to ourselves.'" Jim asked, "Would your life change if you
were able to live with a deeper awareness of this reality? Ask God for the
grace to do so."
It is indeed a great gift to be aware at moments that God is closer to us
that we are to ourselves. It is also terrifying. From a human perspective,
it's more than a little disorienting to let go of the illusion of control,
because "letting go and letting God" is more than a handy catchphrase.
It's a way of life that's easier said than done.
Last fall, I led a retreat for the clergy of the Episcopal Diocese of
Pittsburgh, and my basic point, drawn from St. Paul's dictum quoted
above, is that God is living and active and wants to be living and active
in your life and in mine. But when we allow God to be God, our lives
change. And while they always change for the better from a spiritual
perspective, they will not necessarily change for the better materially. In
fact, our lives may become, in practical terms, more difficult, as the lives
of the martyrs attest. And even if we don't have to lay down our lives for
God, we may find ourselves making sacrifices that, under ordinary
circumstances, we would never even have considered possible. And yet,
it is infinitely better for God to be living and active in our lives,
regardless of the cost, because when we do so, we become more fully
human, and more fully united with God.
At my best moments, I've been keenly aware that, in the words of James
1:17, "Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh
down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither
shadow of turning." While I first memorized this verse as a child in the

King James Version, I also like the contemporary New International
Version, which translates it as, "Every good and perfect gift is from
above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does
not change like shifting shadows." Everything in our lives changes like a
shifting shadow. Everything passes away and comes to an end. Yet, even
in the midst of his grief, the prophet Jeremiah could affirm that "the
steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, his mercies never come to an
end; they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness"
(Lamentations 3:22-23).
While the future is always uncertain, and now seems more uncertain than
ever, God's steadfast love is unceasing, and God's mercies are eternal.
God sends us every good gift that we need, not only gifts for our own
use, but the gifts we need to offer others, our neighbors, our friends, and
even our enemies. Every good gift comes down from heaven like manna,
and like the people of Israel who wandered in the wilderness, whatever
wilderness we find ourselves in, when God gives us manna, our duty is
simply to eat it.
The manna in the wilderness was new every morning. If the people tried
to store it overnight, it would rot and breed worms. It passed away
quickly. But God's steadfast love was demonstrated by the daily
provision of manna. So, too, God gives us this day our daily bread. And
Jesus tells us in the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 6:25-34, NRSV),
"Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or
what you will drink, or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life
more than food, and the body more than clothing? Look at the birds of
the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your
heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? And
can any of you by worrying add a single hour to your span of life? And
why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how
they grow; they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all
his glory was not clothed like one of these. But if God so clothes the
grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the
oven, will he not much more clothe you-you of little faith? Therefore do
not worry, saying, "What will we eat?" or "What will we drink?" or
"What will we wear?" For it is the Gentiles who strive for all these
things; and indeed your heavenly Father knows that you need all these
things. But strive first for the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and
all these things will be given to you as well. So do not worry about

tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring worries of its own. Today's trouble is
enough for today."
This past week I was wracked with worry about the future of this parish,
the choir school, my hardworking staff members, the members of this
congregation, and of course I was also worried about my family, and my
own ability to manage my worries in the midst of a pandemic and a
surprise transition. But then I realized that we are not working without a
net. God has provided, and will provide, what we need.
So if I manage to maintain this sense of God's provision and to appear
unruffled about the future, I hope you will forgive me. It is not that I do
not care about your future (or mine!). I care very deeply. But the future is
in God's hands, not yours, and not mine. Or, to put it another way, the
future will belong to God no matter what; but I personally believe it is
more likely to be the future we ourselves hope it will be if we truly
believe that God is living and active, and then live according to this basic
tenet of our faith.
I intend over the next several months to do what I love doing, which is
simply this: I love loving you. I'm more than a little introverted and
(despite being reared in Southern California) I come from a family of
Yankee reserve on my father's side and English stiff-upper lip on my
mother's side (with a heavy dose of Norwegian brooding for good
measure), so I'm not always the most demonstrative sort. Which is why
my heart comes out best in my better writing.
As a priest, my job is pretty simple: love the people I'm with and
demonstrate that love by proclaiming the Good News of the Gospel of
Jesus Christ, ministering his Sacraments, and being, with God's help, the
best pastor I can be under these circumstances. Nowhere in that job
description is there anything about stewardship or fundraising or capital
campaigns. That's because if, as the New Revised Standard Version
renders James 1:17, "Every generous act of giving, with every perfect
gift, is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom
there is no variation or shadow due to change," then our stewardship is
simply a response to the gift of God revealed in the face of Jesus Christ
our Lord, and the more effectively I am able to communicate that, the
more irresistible giving to this church and this choir school will be. And
if the pandemic or my announced departure puts something of a damper
on that, it won't be for the lack of my paying attention to keeping the

main thing the main thing.
I should add here, in closing, how grateful I am to Cheryl Abney, Chris
Schillaci, Ann Boyer, Christopher Moe, and Terry Chase for taking
ownership of the temporal affairs of this parish over the next several
months so that I can focus more on simply doing the work of a priest. I
hope that together we will discover anew that there is no need for us to
worry about the future, that God's mercies are new every morning and
that God's steadfast love for us will never come to an end. In the next
several months, I hope that we will discover that whatever else comes to
an end, our love for each other will remain steadfast to the extent that it
is grounded in God's steadfast love for us.
Yours in Christ's service,
N.J.A. Humphrey+
XIV Rector
P.S. I would love to hear from you. You can be in touch by email
at rector@saintjohns-newport.org, or, to make an appointment,
please visit rector.youcanbook.me.

Mass on the Grass Moves Indoors

With the return of colder weather, the 8 o'clock service will be

returning to the church for the first time since March. Attendees at
Low Mass are asked to make a reservation beforehand and to check in
on the day of, to continue to wear masks at all times, and to sanitize
hands before and after receiving communion.
In addition, after the service, attendees are asked to take a few moments
and use disinfecting wipes or sanitizer to wipe down their pews and any
other surfaces they may have touched, and to take their service
booklets with them rather than leave them behind, as they should not be
reused by others.
Attendees at the 10 o'clock High Mass are reminded that they are
expected to remain masked at all times and that singing out lustily,
as wonderful as that sounds and feels, is not advisable at this time.
At both Low Mass and High Mass, the celebrant is the only person who
will remain unmasked except when distributing communion, and it is
understood that attendance at either service constitutes acceptance of
this fact.
Many thanks for your cooperation and understanding. We are all
praying fervently for the day when these restrictions may be lifted!

A Special Message From the Wardens

Dear Friends,
As most of you know by now, Father Humphrey has accepted a call from
God to share the grace, love, and leadership he has brought to St. John's
over the past seven years, with a new parish family in Toronto, starting
next summer.
While it is difficult to say goodbye to a Rector and family we have come
to know, value, and love, as a Vestry, we give thanks for how God is at
work, calling his servants to new ministries where we are most needed.
We are proud and excited for Nathan and his family and their
commitment to answer God's call. We know the coming year will not be
without moments of uncertainty for the St. John's community. However,

we take comfort in the knowledge that our community is stronger than it
has ever been before.
As a community, we must turn now together to our hope-filled future; for
St. John's is not about one person, but about our faith in God and
community as a whole.
There may be a short time between Fr. Humphrey's departure and our
new Rector's arrival, during which an interim rector may be needed. We,
the wardens, will work closely with Bishop Knisely to make those
arrangements.
In the meantime, we will be forming two committees in the next several
weeks. One will be a Profile Committee, to put into words and pictures a
description of our church and what type of rector we are seeking, and the
other will be the Search Committee. The Search Committee will review
candidate materials, conduct interviews, and make recommendations to
the Vestry of their candidate of choice.
If you would like to serve or know of someone who might wish to serve
on either committee, please let one of us know. We will continue to
communicate well with the congregation throughout this process.
We and the Vestry ask for your continued support and prayers. God has
done great things for the community of St. John's in the past several
years and we remain optimistic that many more great things are in store
for our future.
Sincerely,
Cheryl Abney,
Senior Warden
swarden@saintjohns-newport.org
Christopher Schillaci,
Junior Warden
jwarden@saintjohns-newport.org

A Note From the Treasurer

As you can see from the graph above, we are a bit behind in pledge
revenues. This makes sense, given that most of us haven't seen an
offering plate in months.
The easiest way to fix this is to switch your giving from paper checks to
automatic withdrawals, which the church office can help you set up
pretty easily. Email parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org for help.
While we are behind in pledges, the overall picture looks promising:
provided most of us are able to fulfill our pledges, we should end the
year pretty much on target. We are forecasting a year-end operating
deficit below $5,000, but if people are more generous than we expect,
and you usually are, we might even end up with a modest surplus.

Zoom Coffee Hour @ St. John's

We hope you can join us after service at 11:30 a.m. for a Virtual Coffee
Hour via Zoom.
Meeting ID: 842 2305 2255
Password (if prompted to provide one): Quire
There are several ways to join. From your web browser on any device,
join by clicking here:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84223052255?
pwd=bGJXMVFJZ05OM3FDd1MydWZzb3ZJUT09
Or enter tinyurl.com/SJEzoomcoffeehour directly into your web
browser, which automatically redirects to the long URL above!
Have a telephone but not a computer? No problem!
Dial in by landline or mobile phone: 1-312-626-6799, and when
prompted, enter the Meeting ID: 842 2305 2255.
Or via iPhone one-tap, dial +13126266799,84223052255#.
Hope to see and/or hear from you soon!

Please Check In

A s we return to public worship, we will be asking those who attend
services or enter the building for any reason whatsoever to provide their
contact information, either with the assistance of the ushers, or directly
via our website so that we may be in touch with you about any COVIDrelated concerns, and so that you can be in touch with us, should you or
someone close to you fall ill or test positive for the coronavirus.
And in case you missed it, the state of Rhode Island also released an app,
CRUSH COVID RI, that aims to to make contact tracing easier.

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost

This Sunday we will celebrate Low Mass at 8:00 a.m., and High Mass at
10:00 a.m., for the Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost, Proper 21. The 10
o'clock service also will be live-streamed to our website at saintjohnsnewport.org.
In
order
to
attend
either
Mass,
please
register
at
tinyurl.com/SJEreservations and provide your contact information at
tinyurl.com/SJEcheck-in. Each one takes just a minute to complete.
You can download the booklet for the services here.
And please join us at 11:30 a.m. for Zoom Coffee Hour (details above).

Michaelmas

On Sunday, September 27, at 4 p.m., an audio recording of Choral
Evensong for the Feast of St. Michael and All Angels, or Michaelmas,
will be posted on Facebook and our website. This recording is from The
Choir School of Newport County's "Welcome Home" Evensong after
their return from their trip to England in 2018. Dr. Giles Brightwell, then
recently appointed at Trinity Church, Newport, was organist for this
service.
This special audio recording will be available on Facebook and on
our website. You can download the program book here or by clicking

below.

This contemplative service of music features the Professional Choristers
of The Choir School of Newport County and the St. John's Adult Choir,
with organ music. Evensong, an atmospheric and deeply personal form
of worship, appeals to persons of many faiths and has been adopted as
an American tradition in many parishes and cathedrals of the Episcopal
Church.

Low Masses
The following low Mass will take place after Evening Prayer at 5:30
p.m. Low Masses will be both in-person and live-streamed.

Tuesday, September 29: Low Mass for the
Feast of St. Michael and All Angels

Candle Dedications

The Sanctuary Lamp Candle above the High Altar is
given
to the greater glory of God and in prayer for Diana.
______________________________________
To arrange to dedicate a candle on a particular date, please be in touch
with the Parish Office at parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org.

Choir School News

WElCOME BACK to our Choir students, who returned to in-person
practice this week!
Following state and diocesan guidelines and a parent survey, rehearsals
and instruction will resume with personal protection, distancing
protocols and equipment upgrades, ensuring the safety of all.
Do you know a child who could benefit from a music education? Contact
office@thechoirschoolri.org to inquire about choir or piano lessons.

Have you seen the 2019-2020 Second Edition of the Program Book?
To check out our concert listings and to support our donors and
advertisers, you can pick up a copy at St. John's or download a copy
here.
Thank you for all your help in gathering and showing community
support for our programs!
Please note: Dates and times subject to change. Please check our event
listings in the Evangelist, on our website or Facebook page, or contact
the parish office at parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org or (401) 8482561 to double-check dates and times.

'This Is NOT Sunday School'

A new, free, Christian online learning resources aims to teach families
and people of all ages about God, at home.
Free sessions of "This is NOT Sunday School," an initiative by
ChurchNext and FORMA, feature video teaching by a professional from
the Christian formation network, FORMA, in addition to lessons and

readings that can be downloaded. You can sign up for the series here.
These lessons explore Forward Movement's Exploring the Bible
curriculum, including the Bible's more well-known stories. The lessons
are part of Forward Movement's Living Discipleship series for children,
youth, and adults, and is available in English and Spanish.
For more information, click here.

Service Details
Sunday, Sept. 20
The Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost,
Proper 21
Low Mass at 8:00 a.m.
Live-Streamed High Mass at 10:00 a.m.
Preacher: Fr. Humphrey
Register for both services here:
1. https://reopen.church/r/2oOSjeMo
2. https://forms.gle/qrjPdMyDsTCG6KFg7
Download the Service Booklet here.

Join us for Coffee Hour at 11:30 a.m. after Mass!
Join Zoom Meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84223052255?
pwd=bGJXMVFJZ05OM3FDd1MydWZzb3ZJUT09
Meeting ID: 842 2305 2255
Password (required): Quire
Have a telephone but not a computer? No problem!
Dial in by landline or mobile phone: 1-312-626-6799, and
when prompted, enter the Meeting ID: 842 2305 2255.
Or via iPhone one-tap, dial +13126266799,84223052255#.
This week's intercessions

Support St. John's with Amazon Smile

Did you know, you can donate to St. John's through every eligible
purchase you make on Amazon Smile?
When you shop at Amazon Smile and choose "St. John the Evangelist"
as your charitable organization, Amazon Smile will donate 0.5% of
eligible purchases to St. John's. Yes, it's that easy! And, Amazon Smile
has the same products and prices as Amazon.
You can shop Amazon Smile via the Amazon Shopping app on your
mobile phone by either downloading the app if you don't already have it,
via Android here, or iOS here, or, if you already have the app, by going
to the Settings menu on the upper left via the three bars (≡), scrolling
down, and choosing "Amazon Smile":

If you don't have or don't want to shop via the app, you can shop through
your browser on your mobile or your desktop by logging in to Amazon
Smile (at SmileAmazon.com) with your regular Amazon account
information here: tinyurl.com/SmileAmazonSignin, and choosing St.
John the Evangelist when prompted.
You can learn more about how to use Amazon Smile here. To learn
more about the Amazon Smile program, click here.

Stewardship at St. John's
Stewardship is a year-round commitment, and we thank you for your
investment in our present and in our future, but above all, thank you
for simply showing up (when you're allowed to!) and being who you
are.

In this time in particular, the Diocese is encouraging parishes to
highlight to our supporters and parishioners how easy it is to set up
an automatic payment directly from your bank account to the
church. If you don't already give online, please consider contacting
your financial institution to arrange for automated repeating gifts.
Doing so will give everyone some measure of peace of mind in these
troubling times.
Thank you for supporting us in prayer when you are unable to be with
us, and for the love that you give in so many ways, of which St. John's is
merely one recipient and conduit among many.
If you would like to support St. John's with a donation, please click here.
To give by text message:

And always, thank you for your generous support!

The Zabriskie Memorial Church of Saint John the Evangelist

The Choir School of Newport
County

