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We are ready for you at St. John's!

Sunday: The Third Sunday of Easter
Live-Streamed Sung Mass
9:00 a.m.
https://www.facebook.com/SaintJohnsNewport/live
Watch on Facebook (you don't need an account),
or on our website at saintjohns-newport.org
Download the program book here.
Join us for (virtual) Coffee Hour after the service!
We miss you, too, and look forward to seeing you!
On Zoom:
Sunday, April 26, at 11:00 a.m., hosted by Peter Berton
There's nothing to download and you don't have to sign in or sign up for anything.
Just click the link below:
Join by clicking this link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84412637961?
pwd=VHhHNHRGOGtDbTR4NEFPbU45dFZJUT09
Meeting ID: 844 1263 7961
Password (required): Bread
How to reach Father Humphrey:
By phone: 401-500-0042
By email: rector@saintjohns-newport.org
By phone appointment: rector.youcanbook.me

A Letter from Father Humphrey
Dear People, Neighbors & Friends of St. John's,
Those of you who follow the St. John's Facebook page will have seen a
couple of posts on Earth Day this past Wednesday about the fact that my
father's only sibling, Clifford Humphrey, has the distinction of being an
environmental activist before environmental activism was a thing,
founding the group Ecology Action, which is still very much alive and
active today.

As a reporter for The New York Times Magazine put it in a March 29,
1970, article, "Ecology Action was started by Cliff Humphrey, a [UC
Berkeley] student of archaeology, and some friends [in 1968], long
before even the sophisticated denizens of Berkeley (which has been
called 'one big social laboratory') knew what 'ecology' meant."

Earth Day is 50 years old. Ecology Action is 52 years old! Hence, my
uncle has been honored as the "Grandfather of Recycling." It's amazing

to think that something we take for granted today started as a ragtag
bunch of activists evangelizing about the importance of paying attention
to how we were caring, or not caring, for the world around us. Thanks to
my uncle, every Sunday night I have to haul both a brown rubbish bin
and a blue recycling bin to the curb, and very likely, so do you. Well, you
have my Uncle Clifford (and many others!) to thank for that.
I spent a bit of time on Wednesday getting to know my uncle's amazing
work as an activist when I stumbled across a digital archive called "The
Berkeley Revolution."
While my uncle was in Northern California leading a visionary
movement amongst diehard progressives, his brother David, my dad, was
in Southern California going to seminary and planting a church in
Huntington Beach, in Orange County, a Republican stronghold. Two
opposite brothers one could never hope to meet. While my Uncle
Clifford found the Democratic Party too right-wing (he was a member of
the Peace and Freedom Party) and I, on the other hand, was raised in a
staunchly Republican family, I grew up largely ignorant of the important
work my uncle was undertaking, though I do have a distinct memory of
visiting him in Oakland and playing the board game he invented:
"Recycle: The Resource Conservation Game." First step: repurpose an
old Monopoly board!
Fast-forward four decades, and I find myself serving a parish that my
bishop refers to as one of the two most low-lying physical plants in the
diocese (the other being St. Paul's, Wickford). So when the Point
neighborhood was the focus of a conference called "Keeping History
Above Water " four years ago this month, I attended as much of it as I
could. I find it interesting that I have followed my father's footsteps into
the ministry, and in a pretty traditional context at that, while integrating
and appreciating my uncle's work on sustainability.
This past Wednesday on Facebook Live, I read a bit
f r o m "The Sacramental Sea" by Edmund Newell,
which views issues such as sea level rise through the
lens of the Anglican "three-legged stool" of Scripture,
Reason, and Tradition. It affirms for me something that
I've come to believe, that there are no conflicts
between the spiritual and the scientific, only between
those who cannot appreciate the many ways in which
they intersect. For this reason among others, I am glad to be in a diocese
where the Bishop is a member of the Society of Ordained Scientists (he's

a particle physicist).
In Eastertide, we celebrate the fact that what started as a ragtag group of
fishermen became a movement that turned the world upside down by
proclaiming the resurrection of their leader, Jesus of Nazareth. It's
amazing what a dedicated group of people can do to change the world
within their own lifetimes. Nowadays, you can find Republicans and
Democrats alike in church (whether that be online or in person), and you
can find Republicans and Democrats in this neighborhood hauling their
blue recycling bins down to the curb on Sunday evenings.
At St. John's, we are still rather ragtag ourselves. We are in the midst of a
renaissance that is years in the making, but our impact and reach is
growing each year, even while we are separated from each other. I don't
know that I'm as good a pastor as my father or as visionary as my uncle,
but I am inspired by them to engage in mission and ministry with you in
the knowledge that what we do here matters and is life-changing, if we
let it. More than that, we have the power to change the world for the
better, if we accept the grace of God to follow our Resurrected Lord.
I miss you all terribly. But I have a vision of a day when we will be
together in the flesh again, caring for each other and the world around us
in ways that are even more meaningful than they were a few short weeks
ago. I pray for you daily, and ask that you keep St. John's, The Choir
School, and all who serve here in your prayers.
Yours in Christ's service,
N.J.A. Humphrey+
XIV Rector
P.S. would love to hear from you. You can be in touch by email
at rector@saintjohns-newport.org, or, to make an appointment,
please visit rector.youcanbook.me.

In Case You Missed It

Thanks to the terrific success of last week's "Newport Together" bell
ringing, the Newport Historical Society will toll the bells at the Colony
House, and other Newport institutions, including St. John's, every Friday
at noon as a reminder that Newport "is in this together."
From our friends at the Newport Historical Society, "The citizens of
Newport are not strangers to adversity; together, we have faced extreme
hardships. We are also not strangers to ingenuity; together, we have
created an incredible place to live."
You can see video of last week's St. John's bell ringing below:

The Third Sunday of Easter Online

Join us at 9:00 a.m. this Sunday for our Live-Streamed Sung Mass of the
Third Sunday of Easter, followed by a Zoom Coffee Hour hosted by
Peter Berton.
Download the Program Book here.
On Facebook: www.facebook.com/SaintJohnsNewport/live
On our website: http://saintjohns-newport.org
Psst.: You don't need an account to watch!
Join the Zoom Coffee Hour at 11:00 a.m. here:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84412637961?
pwd=VHhHNHRGOGtDbTR4NEFPbU45dFZJUT09
Meeting ID: 844 1263 7961
Password (required): Bread

Paschal Candle Dedication

The Paschal Candle is dedicated by Clint Dempsey in
loving memory of Alma Mae Dempsey and Theodora
Shaw.

Low Masses
Fr. Humphrey will live-stream these Low Masses in May at 5:45 p.m.
a t https://www.facebook.com/SaintJohnsNewport/live on the following
dates:

Friday, May 1: St. Philip & St. John, Apostles

Wednesday, May 6: St. John
Before the Latin Gate

Thursday, May 21: Ascension
Day

Friday, May 29: Sidney Webster Memorial Requiem
(transferred from 5/30)

Choir School News

Have you seen the 2019-2020 Second Edition of the Program Book?
To check out our concert listings and to support our donors and
advertisers, you can pick up a copy at St. John's or download a copy
here.
Thank you for all your help in gathering and showing community
support for our programs!
Please note: Dates and times subject to change. Please check our event
listings in the Evangelist, on our website or Facebook page, or contact
the parish office at parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org or (401) 8482561 to double-check dates and times.

Light a Shrine Candle

Although the Church and Guild Hall are
closed to visitors because of the COVID
crisis, Fr. Humphrey invites you to light a
candle for a loved one.
To do so, text Father at (401) 500-0042 or
email Father at rector@saintjohns-newport.org
with a request to light a candle If texting, be
sure to include your name, as Fr. Humphrey
may not have your phone number in his
contacts.

Let Fr. Humphrey know whether to light a candle at the St. Mary's shrine
or the St. John's shrine (or both!).
Include any intention you are comfortable sharing and indicate whether it
is public or private. Public prayers will be added to our published weekly
list.
Fr. Humphrey is happy to send you a photograph or two of your candle
and the shrine, just be sure to let him know. You can then forward these
photos as you see fit and post them to social media, tagging
@SaintJohnsNewport.
This past week, candles were lit in prayer for someone in the hospital
and in thanksgiving for an anniversary.

Candle Dedication

The Sanctuary Lamp Candle above the High Altar is
dedicated to the Glory of God and in prayer for John,
and Stephanie. The Sanctuary Lamp Candle above the
Altar in the Chapel of the Blessed Sacrament is dedicated

to the Glory of God and in loving memory of Norman
Pyle, by Barbara Pyle.
To arrange to dedicate a candle on a particular date, please be in touch
with the Parish Office at parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org.
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Art is a form of storytelling. At St. John's, our most cherished forms of
art are the historic stained glass windows that shine in the light and bring
us hope.
On Tuesdays at St. John's, we share the Way of Love with the beauty of
Scripture as seen through our stained glass windows.
Today we talk about "Jesus on the Sea of Tiberias," or, "Picnic on the
Beach."
There are a number of accounts of Jesus appearing after the Resurrection
and before the Ascension. The St. John's window entitled "Jesus on the
Sea of Tiberias" (Galilee) is a stately, dignified glimpse of one of these
appearances of what in reality is a comical, bordering on slapstick,
encounter.
Read John 21:1-19 and imagine the scene: The "guys" (Peter, John,
James, Nathaniel, Thomas, and two others) decide to go fishing one
night. At least one of them is naked. They catch nothing, but a man
standing on the shore tells them to cast their nets on the other side of the
boat. As their nets become too full to haul onboard, one of the guys, "the
Beloved Disciple" realizes the man on the shore is Jesus.
Peter throws on some clothes and swims ashore while the others follow
in the boat. They find Jesus, a charcoal fire with fish on it, and bread.
They eat and then three times Jesus asks Peter, "Do you love me?" Peter
responds,"Yes," and is told to care and feed God's people. Is it an
instruction on how to "liveth and believeth in me ...," the words from St.
John's window depicting Christ's Resurrection?
The fish on the charcoal and the basket of bread on the bottom left
corner of the window speak of a simple seaside picnic. While the
disciples gaze in adoration, the Teacher is leading by word and example.
He is feeding and tending his people.
Call to Action: Share a smile with the community and enjoy all the
smiles around us! Leave a photo of someone smiling in the comments
section on our Facebook page.
Call to Action: Share a smile with the community and enjoy all the
smiles around us! Leave a photo of someone smiling in the comments
section on our Facebook page.
This lesson is from St. John's Director of Adult Formation John Lord.
You can be in touch with John via email at formation@saintjohnsnewport.org.

Service Details
Virtual Services on Facebook
Public worship is cancelled, but our service itself isn't!
Please visit us on Facebook this Sunday at 9:00 a.m.
The Third Sunday in Easter,
Live-Streamed Sung Mass
followed by
Coffee Hour hosted by Peter Berton
Download the Program Book here.

Join us for Coffee Hour at 11 a.m. after Easter Mass!
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84412637961?
pwd=VHhHNHRGOGtDbTR4NEFPbU45dFZJUT09
Meeting ID: 844 1263 7961

Password (required): Bread
This week's intercessions

Support St. John's
Stewardship is a year-round commitment, and we thank you for your

investment in our present and in our future, but above all, thank you
for simply showing up (when you're allowed to!) and being who you
are.
In this time in particular, the Diocese is encouraging parishes to
highlight to our supporters and parishioners how easy it is to set up
an automatic payment directly from your bank account to the
church. If you don't already give online, please consider contacting
your financial institution to arrange for automated repeating gifts.
Doing so will give everyone some measure of peace of mind in these
troubling times.
Thank you for supporting us in prayer when you are unable to be with
us, and for the love that you give in so many ways, of which St. John's is
merely one recipient and conduit among many.
If you would like to support St. John's with a donation, please click here.
To give by text message:

And always, thank you for your generous support!

The Zabriskie Memorial Church of Saint John the Evangelist

The Choir School of Newport
County

