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May 3

We are ready for you at St. John's!

Sunday: The Fourth Sunday of Easter
Live-Streamed Sung Mass
9:00 a.m.
https://www.facebook.com/SaintJohnsNewport/live
Watch on Facebook (you don't need an account),
or on our website at saintjohns-newport.org
Download the program book here.
Join us for (virtual) Coffee Hour after the service!
We miss you, too, and look forward to seeing you!
On Zoom:
Sunday, May 3, at 10:30 a.m., hosted by Peter Berton
There's nothing to download and you don't have to sign in or sign up for anything.
Just click the link below:
Join by clicking this link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81504118435?
pwd=WnVMYmlXdHRPUmlZa1gvYW1qN0ZsZz09
Meeting ID: 815 0411 8435
Password (required): Sheep
How to reach Father Humphrey:
By phone: 401-500-0042
By email: rector@saintjohns-newport.org
By phone appointment: rector.youcanbook.me

A Letter from Father Humphrey
Dear People, Neighbors & Friends of St. John's,
Care for the most vulnerable in society is at the heart of the prophetic
witness of the Old Testament. Jesus' teaching in the New Testament
distills this witness to its essence, "love thy neighbor as thyself." The
words of Jesus in the Upper Room the night before his own passion and
death raises the bar considerably: "love one another as I have loved you."

Concern for the intrinsic value of human life is woven into the very
fabric not only of the Church, but of secular western society, which even
in its most humanistic manifestations reflects the context out of which it
grew, as Tom Holland argues in Dominion: The Making of the Western
Mind (published in the United States as Dominion: How the Christian
Revolution Remade the World). If you don't have the leisure to tackle
this 624-page tome whilst sheltering in place, a helpful review of its
main points may be found here. As the author of that review, Melanie
McDonagh, notes, "The people who recognised the radical nature of
Christianity championing the weak against the strong were its enemies Nietzsche, the Marquis de Sade, Thomas Huxley, Goebbels - and they
despised it on that account."
Care for the weak has been the ethical rationale for all the measures
public health officials have recommended over the past few months in
response to the coronavirus pandemic. Over against the individual's
rights to "life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness," as Thomas
Jefferson, put it, is the community's duty to safeguard the life of others,
even if it constrains our own liberty and pursuit of happiness. In a world
where we can kill each other merely by breathing, how else are we to
embody our care for one another than to refrain from breathing on
anyone?
This is the dilemma at the heart of our current situation, which upon
reflection is as age-old as civilization itself: how to balance our
community-centered values with what it means to live freely as human
beings whose inherent dignity demands that we respect each other's
agency, that is, the right to determine for ourselves, within reasonable
bounds, what to think, where to live, where to go, and what to do. As a
democratic society we make no distinction between those who act on the
dictates of their faith, their conscience, their ideology (science-based or
otherwise), or simply their whims, as long as the unwritten contract of
"do no harm - at least not intentionally" remains intact.
Recognizing that none of us is endowed with perfect judgment, how do
we submit to competent authorities without altogether ceding our rightful
liberties? How we answer that question has a lot to do with how we
define "competent" and whom we recognize as having real (and thus
sometimes compulsory) authority in our lives.
It would be easy to answer that in the present crisis, we will know when
to go back to "normal" once it is as safe as it used to be before the

coronavirus made its world-changing debut. But how safe was that? All
of life is a risk, and many of our actions are undertaken only having
undertaken a conscious, or most often, unconscious risk assessment. Life
is one risk management dilemma after another.
It would be easy to answer that it's all well and good to insist on our own
liberties as long as they don't have potentially lethal effects on those
around us, or at least not of the catastrophic possibility we have been
facing. And I agree that if my sheltering in place has saved one life, it
will have been more than worth it. But I yearn for the day when we can
step outside of our own homes without a mask on and not feel like
potential murderers.
Many articles online have quoted a CDC study that concludes that up to
80% of children are likely already asymptomatic carriers of the
coronavirus. Does this mean that my children should never hug their
grandparents again, or at least not until a 100% effective vaccine is
available? I have no idea.
Sooner or later, we will all have to engage in a calculus that is not
intended to put other people in harm's way, but which does have as its
goal a way of living that is not only economically sustainable over the
long term but desirable by all, even those who are willing to take a risk
in order to enjoy a life worth living, and are willing to allow others to
take that risk, as well.
If the likelihood of my killing someone in an automobile accident was
demonstrably 100%, I would stop driving. Even if I knew it was 50%, the
odds would be too high. According to a 2015 article I found online (so
take it for what it's worth), in Rhode Island, my "probability of being
involved in a fatal car crash" is one out of 9,144 and my "probability of
dying in a car crash" is one in 16,177. Those are pretty good odds, until
they aren't.
Until we have a reasonable sense that the probability of living like we
used to is only about as dangerous as it used to be, I'm willing to
continue to participate in this social experiment. But that's easy for me to
write. I'm a highly privileged person with a steady income and secure
housing. I have access to all the resources I need. In short, though I don't
like it, I can afford it.
Of course, as Christians we are called to love one another as Christ has

loved us whether we can afford it or not. That's why I don't despise those
who, out of frustration and anger at the prospect of being jobless and
homeless, decide to pick up their guns and take to the streets. I don't
think it's a particularly constructive way to engage in social discourse,
but that's easy for me to write because I have a graduate degree from
Yale and access to people who influence public policy both locally and
nationally (perhaps even internationally). I have options. People spend
time reading my opinions, though sometimes I wonder whether that's the
best investment of their time.
As I'm wont to do, I could go on and on, but I'm facing a deadline. I
wanted to address the tension between duty to others and liberty for
ourselves in a way that would challenge us all to question our
assumptions and to live more loving lives, because asking for God's
grace to learn how to be a more loving human being is better than
bingeing on Netflix. I also wanted to write about the dangers of contempt
for those who differ from us, but I'll save it for next time, perhaps. I
already have over a page and a half on that topic that I've excised from
this letter!
I don't know whether anything I've written resonates with where you are
right now, partly because we've been apart for so long. If I'm just
blathering on, feel free to let me know. I'll try not to feel hurt and I'll try
to take it as the constructive criticism it doubtless will be. Or you could
try to stump me with the questions that have been pecking away at you
so that I, too, can stay awake at night wondering the same things that
keep you up at night. It will be an act of solidarity!
Whether reading this letter was an epiphany or a waste of your time (or
something in between), thank you for being one of the people, neighbors,
and/or friends who is connected to this community of faith, and know
that if I know your name, you are in my prayers. I really do miss you so
much.
Yours in Christ's service,
N.J.A. Humphrey+
XIV Rector
P.S. would love to hear from you. You can be in touch by email
at rector@saintjohns-newport.org, or, to make an appointment,
please visit rector.youcanbook.me.

Struggling with Facebook?

We get it! New technology can be tough!
If you're trying to follow us on Facebook
(at https://www.facebook.com/SaintJohnsNewport/), and don't quite
know how it all works, check out these guides:

Facebook guide for beginners 2018
If you prefer to read a tutorial:
https://blog.hubspot.com/marketing/how-to-use-facebook

In Case You Missed It

The Newport Historical Society will toll the bells at the Colony House,
and other Newport institutions, including St. John's, will toll their
bells every Friday at noon as a reminder that Newport "is in this
together."
From our friends at the Newport Historical Society, "The citizens of
Newport are not strangers to adversity; together, we have faced extreme
hardships. We are also not strangers to ingenuity; together, we have
created an incredible place to live."
You can see video of St. John's bell ringing below:

The Fourth Sunday of Easter Online

Join us at 9:00 a.m. this Sunday for our Live-Streamed Sung Mass of the
Fourth Sunday of Easter, followed by a Zoom Coffee Hour hosted by
Peter Berton.
Download the Program Book here.
On Facebook: www.facebook.com/SaintJohnsNewport/live
On our website: http://saintjohns-newport.org
Psst.: You don't need an account to watch!
Join the Zoom Coffee Hour at 10:30 a.m. here:
*Note new time!
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81504118435?
pwd=WnVMYmlXdHRPUmlZa1gvYW1qN0ZsZz09

Meeting ID: 815 0411 8435
Password (required): Sheep

Paschal Candle Dedication

The Paschal Candle is dedicated by Clint Dempsey in
loving memory of Alma Mae Dempsey and Theodora
Shaw.

Low Masses
Fr. Humphrey will live-stream these Low Masses in May at 6:00 p.m.
a t https://www.facebook.com/SaintJohnsNewport/live on the following

dates:

Friday, May 1: St. Philip & St. James, Apostles

Wednesday, May 6: St. John
Before the Latin Gate

Thursday, May 21: Ascension
Day

Friday, May 29: Sidney Webster Memorial Requiem
(transferred from 5/30)

Episcopal Charities

The Dr. Martin Luther King Community Center recently received one of
the first Charities NOW Grants, from Episcopal Charities. Episcopal
Charities continues to raise funds to support those who are seeing an
increase in need with special emphasis on agencies who count on support
from our churches for their front-line work with the most vulnerable
during the pandemic.

To donate to Episcopal Charities, parishioners can send a check to
Episcopal Charities with NOW in the memo line or can use the link
here:
https://www.episcopalri.org/charities-now/
For more on how to help the MLK Center, see our "5th Sunday Food
Drive" listing, below.

Choir School News

A message from Marvin Abney, Board Chair:
Dear Friends,
Despite the situation we find ourselves in today, we should all find hope
in the human instinct to band together and lift one another up during
times of uncertainty. I am thrilled to report that The Choir School,
including its Piano Program, is banding together, even as we are
physically apart, by continuing to meet by way of video practice. These
virtual gatherings allow students not just to work on their music, but
most importantly, connect with their CSNC family and friends during a
time that is potentially confusing and difficult for the children.

The Choir School Newport County
We hope you enjoy our new video, made just weeks
before social distancing went into effect.
any of our students, COVID-19 is not the first crisis they have faced
during their young lives. The CSNC is proud to have played a role in
helping our families and students overcome obstacles in the past and we
are committed to doing so again today and in the future.
For many of our students, CSNC is their family, their emotional support
system and in some cases, the source of their consistant meals. The
economic challenges that accompany this health crisis have everyone
rethinking their philanthropic outlook. However, now more than ever,
the CSNC needs your support so that we can continue to reach students
in need.
Please click here to make your donation. Every dollar counts.
Yours in community service,
Marvin L. Abney
Chair of the Board

Have you seen the 2019-2020 Second Edition of the Program Book?

To check out our concert listings and to support our donors and
advertisers, you can pick up a copy at St. John's or download a copy
here.
Thank you for all your help in gathering and showing community
support for our programs!
Please note: Dates and times subject to change. Please check our event
listings in the Evangelist, on our website or Facebook page, or contact
the parish office at parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org or (401) 8482561 to double-check dates and times.

Light a Shrine Candle

Although the Church and Guild Hall are
closed to visitors because of the COVID
crisis, Fr. Humphrey invites you to light a
candle for a loved one.
To do so, text Father at (401) 500-0042 or
email Father at rector@saintjohns-newport.org
with a request to light a candle If texting, be
sure to include your name, as Fr. Humphrey
may not have your phone number in his
contacts.

Let Fr. Humphrey know whether to light a candle at the St. Mary's shrine
or the St. John's shrine (or both!).
Include any intention you are comfortable sharing and indicate whether it
is public or private. Public prayers will be added to our published weekly
list.
Fr. Humphrey is happy to send you a photograph or two of your candle
and the shrine, just be sure to let him know. You can then forward these
photos as you see fit and post them to social media, tagging
@SaintJohnsNewport.
This past week, candles were lit in prayer for someone in the hospital
and in thanksgiving for an anniversary.

Candle Dedication

The Sanctuary Lamp Candle above the High Altar is
dedicated to the Glory of God and in prayer for John,
and Stephanie. The Sanctuary Lamp Candle above the
Altar in the Chapel of the Blessed Sacrament is dedicated

to the Glory of God and in loving memory of Norman
Pyle, by Barbara Pyle.
To arrange to dedicate a candle on a particular date, please be in touch
with the Parish Office at parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org.

5th Sunday Food Drive

Now more than ever, members of our community could use a helping
hand.
Fifth Sunday Food Drives are back, and May is a 5th Sunday Food Drive
month!
This month, however, we are asking that instead of food donations, gift
cards to Aldi's, Stop & Shop, Shaw's, CVS, Walgreens, or the Dollar
Tree, be sent in with your pledge envelopes, or slipped through the
Poplar St. mail slot.
Volunteers will deliver your git cards to the MLK Center at the end of
the month. Thank you for your generosity!

Service Details

Virtual Services on Facebook
Public worship is cancelled, but our service itself isn't!
Please visit us on Facebook this Sunday at 9:00 a.m.
The Fourth Sunday of Easter,
Live-Streamed Sung Mass
followed by
Coffee Hour hosted by Peter Berton
Download the Program Book here.

Join us for Coffee Hour at 10:30 a.m. after Mass!
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81504118435?
pwd=WnVMYmlXdHRPUmlZa1gvYW1qN0ZsZz09
Meeting ID: 815 0411 8435

Password (required): Sheep
This week's intercessions

Support St. John's
Stewardship is a year-round commitment, and we thank you for your

investment in our present and in our future, but above all, thank you
for simply showing up (when you're allowed to!) and being who you
are.
In this time in particular, the Diocese is encouraging parishes to
highlight to our supporters and parishioners how easy it is to set up
an automatic payment directly from your bank account to the
church. If you don't already give online, please consider contacting
your financial institution to arrange for automated repeating gifts.
Doing so will give everyone some measure of peace of mind in these
troubling times.
Thank you for supporting us in prayer when you are unable to be with
us, and for the love that you give in so many ways, of which St. John's is
merely one recipient and conduit among many.
If you would like to support St. John's with a donation, please click here.
To give by text message:

And always, thank you for your generous support!

The Zabriskie Memorial Church of Saint John the Evangelist

The Choir School of Newport
County

