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We are ready for you at St. John's!

Sunday: Seventh Sunday of Easter Live-Streamed Sung Mass
9:00 a.m.
https://www.facebook.com/SaintJohnsNewport/live
Watch on Facebook (you don't need an account),
or on our website at saintjohns-newport.org
Download the program book here.
Join us for (virtual) Coffee Hour after the service!
We miss you, too, and look forward to seeing you!
On Zoom:
Sunday, May 24, at 10:30 a.m., hosted by Peter Berton
There's nothing to download and you don't have to sign in or sign up for anything.
Just click the link below:
Join by clicking this link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86224848453?
pwd=Sm5mSFJqN1ZZU09GTWphZGpBak9JUT09
Meeting ID: 862 2484 8453
Password (required): Up
How to reach Father Humphrey:
By phone: 401-500-0042
By email: rector@saintjohns-newport.org
By phone appointment: rector.youcanbook.me

A Letter from Father Humphrey
Dear People, Neighbors & Friends of St. John's,
As you may already know, on Wednesday, Governor Gina Raimondo
announced that houses of worship will be allowed to re-open for inperson worship as of Saturday, May 30, at 25% of seating capacity. Our
building is rated at 365 people, so that means no more than 91 people

would be allowed in the church for any particular service.
For their part, the Roman Catholic Diocese of Providence released
guidelines for re-opening and are looking forward to a festive Pentecost.
This afternoon, however, the Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of
Rhode Island made the decision not to endorse this re-opening date.
Bp. Knisely, whom I love and respect, has recommended to his clergy
that we not resume public worship until at least the first weekend in July,
which is the weekend of the 4th of July. He believes we are not ready.
I agree with him that we might not be ready by Pentecost to re-open. But
then again, we might be. Since as Rector the ultimate decision about
what St. John's does is my canonical responsibility, even if every
other parish in the diocese were to comply with the Bishop's
recommendation, we are, in fact, free not to be so accommodating.
There's a funny tension between the lines of authority that Bishops and
Rectors have, and Bp. Knisely knows full well the limits of his own. But
his moral suasion, not to mention peer pressure from my colleagues, is a
powerful deterrent.
After many hours of prayer and deliberation, I have decided that we
must enter into a period of solemn discernment between now and
next Friday, May 29 whether to re-open in solidarity with our
Roman Catholic brothers and sisters or not. To do this, we must not
only pray about but act on the assumption that we will indeed reopen on Pentecost.
But I will not announce whether we are doing so until next Friday.
Between now and then I want to hear from you, from my Vestry, my
family, my Bishop, and my colleagues before making the final decision.
Here's my perspective. If you're a skimmer, just read what's in bold

and pay attention to the last paragraph.
Anglicanism is known for its attempt to straddle ideological divides,
originally between Calvinist and Lutheran reformers and Roman
Catholic conformists. Throughout our history, this founding ethos has
shaped our self-understanding as a church, and Anglicanism is often
described as a perpetual search for the "via media," the middle
way. I'm tempted to call this the quest for the "happy medium," but as
anyone who has ever sought compromise and consensus knows, usually
one can only tell that you've reached that middle ground if everyone
ends up at least a little unhappy, both with the solution or settlement
proposed and with the leaders who propose it. I had a mentor who
was of the opinion that he wasn't doing a good job as rector
unless everyone with an agenda was at least a little grumpy with him for
not letting them have their way all the time. I've very much taken that
principle to heart in this crisis. Indeed, I have not been disappointed by
those brave enough to let me know they are disgruntled with me, either
because I'm complying too meekly with the demands of the diocese, or
because I'm not as rigorous as I could be in complying with those same
demands.
Given recent developments, I have decided that now is the time to
articulate the principles by which I intend to guide this community in the
near future, in consultation with the Vestry, with all due respect for the
Bishop, and in compliance with all legitimate civil authorities.
In laying down these principles here, I hope to enter into an ongoing
dialogue with the people, neighbors, and friends of St. John's on how
best to implement the principles articulated below. Just because I
have some strong opinions on these matters doesn't mean I'm correct,
after all, and I am relying on this community to help us all remain
informed with the most reliable facts on which to base our policies
and actions as we move into an uncertain future.

In working out how St. John's will move forward as we re-open the
church to public worship while still maintaining vigilance against this
pandemic, I've been guided by the following five guiding principles,
and I invite your reflections on them. They are:
Due Diligence: We will comply with the law, any requirements our
insurance carriers put in place to guarantee ongoing liability protection,
and we will do whatever is required by the diocese in order to remain a
parish (with a rector) in good standing. While re-opening on Pentecost
would be counter to diocesan recommendations, it would not in and of
itself change our good standing. (Though my good name might no longer
be good.)
Reasonable Precautions: We recognize that faith alone is no
prophylactic against a deadly virus. Thus, we will be guided by public
health authorities and take all reasonable precautions not only to protect
ourselves, but to endeavor as much as is humanly possible to protect
others without giving in to the temptation to control them.
Sober Realism: We will do our best to seek the truth and to accept
established facts, living as faithful people who recognize that reality is
something we have little to no control over. We will pray for the grace to
overcome the temptation to escape into denial or wishful thinking, and
instead we will prayerfully and scientifically assess the risk to ourselves,
our neighbors, and this church community with honesty, asking God to
help us set aside our biases and agendas so that we can see and
understand our current context not as we want to see it, nor as we are
afraid that it might be, but as it truly is.
Responsible Freedom: We will seek to act responsibly, knowing that
what we do as individuals affects others, both known to us and unknown,
as this pandemic has made abundantly clear. So before we take any
action, we will do our best to be as aware as possible of what
responsibilities our freedoms entail.

Fearless Faith: We will seek to hold each other in healthy relationships
of mutual accountability while practicing the discipline of letting go of
any desire to control others. We will pray for the grace to act grounded
in faith, hope, and love, living without fear as followers of the
resurrected Christ who gives us his Spirit to lead us into all truth.
Together, I hope these five guiding principles will help us discern God's
will for St. John's over the next week.
If we discern over the next week that we are, in fact, called to chart
our own course, as of 8 a.m. on Sunday, May 31, 2020, the Day of
Pentecost, you will be free to enter the church. Keep in mind,
however, that if we are unable to comply with the Rhode Island
Department of Health's standards in preparing the building by then,
we will simply live-stream the service. We aren't going to do anything
without due diligence, after all.
Whatever we decide, I hope you will wear red that day! In any event,
we will keep our current custom of having one Mass at 9 a.m. for the
time being, which will continue to be live-streamed so that those of
you who stay home can participate as fully as possible under the
circumstances, just as you have been doing these past three months.
I tend to think that, as sinful and errant as we all are, after three months
apart, each of us will have had enough time to think through the
basic question of whether it's a good idea for us to return to inperson worship on May 31 or not. If you can't decide, feel free to be
in touch with me, or your healthcare provider, or a trusted friend,
or all of us, to help you in your own discernment.
Regardless of whether we have public in-person worship on
Pentecost or not, I intend to be more flexible than the Bishop is
currently recommending. It seems to me that if I can't honor the

freedom of others to make choices and assess their own risks, I am not
honoring their dignity. If I am convinced that both the church and any
individual or group has done their due diligence; if we are willing to take
all reasonable precautions; if we are facing facts with sober realism; and
if we are committed to responsible freedom, we have no excuse not to
practice what we claim is a fearless faith, remembering of course that
faith is not a vaccine for us or anyone else. Whether we do that in the
church building or not is a matter for discernment.
Where I'm leaning right now is allowing those who express their
desire to be in the church to be in the church under the conditions
set down by the Rhode Island Department of Health, and continuing
to live-stream as we have been doing. I suspect very few people will
express this desire. But if I'm wrong, I want to know. Let us follow the
example of the disciples and others who, with Mary, persevered in
prayer between Ascension Day and Pentecost, so that when that day does
come (and it will come whether we are at home or away), we may
receive anew the gift of the Holy Spirit. As we move forward, let us live
in fearless faith, following these guiding principles as together the light
of Christ shines in the darkness while we await the outpouring of the
Holy Spirit on our journey to the Father.
Yours in Christ's service,
N.J.A. Humphrey+
XIV Rector
P.S. I would love to hear from you. You can be in touch by email
at rector@saintjohns-newport.org, or, to make an appointment,
please visit rector.youcanbook.me.

Contact Tracing

As Rhode Island, including churches, prepares for phased reopening in
light of the COVID-19 quarantine, we still want to be -- and are required
to be -- responsible amid the health care crisis.
To that end, when we return to public worship, we will be asking those
who attend services or enter the building for any reason whatsoever to
provide their contact information, either with the assistance of the
ushers, or directly via our website so that we may be in touch with you
about any COVID-related concerns, and so that you can be in touch with
us, should you or someone close to you fall ill or test positive for the
coronavirus.
And in case you missed it, the state of Rhode Island also released an app,
CRUSH COVID RI, this week that aims to to make contact tracing
easier.

5th Sunday Food Drive

Now more than ever, members of our community could use a helping
hand.
Fifth Sunday Food Drives are back, and May is a 5th Sunday Food Drive
month!
This month, however, we are asking that instead of food donations, gift
cards to Aldi's, Stop & Shop, Shaw's, CVS, Walgreens, or the Dollar
Tree, be sent in with your pledge envelopes, or slipped through the
Poplar St. mail slot.
Volunteers will deliver your git cards to the MLK Center at the end of
the month. Thank you for your generosity!

If You Like Us and You Know It ...

We've discovered that a lot of people who use Facebook will scroll
through and read things that they like or are impressed by, but not
interact with the post. It's important to share what you think about our
posts because that's how we know we are sharing things that make a
difference to you.
If you see a post and it makes you laugh, use the laugh react. If you like
what it has to say, like it. If you are impressed with it, share it.
Otherwise, from our perspective, it's like sending things into outer space
and never knowing what happened to them. It's like sending a letter or an
email and never getting a reply. It's like making a phone call that rings
and rings and rings but never even goes to voicemail.
We are constantly surprised to hear how much people appreciate our
posts and talk about them with their friends, but don't do anything with
them on Facebook. But we need to know what impact we are having on
you, if any, because if we can't tell, we'll stop what we're doing.
That's the way social media works. If all we can hear is crickets, we will
assume nobody is paying attention, or if they are, that they don't care and
their day isn't made any better or worse for the encounter.
As with all human relationships, even those mediated through
newfangled technologies like Facebook, interaction = relationship.
And the bottom is: We wouldn't be wasting our own time with social
media if we didn't want to have a meaningful relationship with you. So
share yourself with us, and share us with your Facebook friends!

Virtual Seventh Sunday of Easter

This Sunday at 9:00 a.m., we will live-stream Sung Mass for the Seventh
Sunday of Easter at facebook.com/SaintJohnsNewport/live and on our
website at http://saintjohns-newport.org/.
(Remember, you don't need a Facebook account to watch.)
You can download the booklet for the service here.
And join us after the service for Zoom Coffee Hour at 10:30 a.m. by
clicking here:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86224848453?
pwd=Sm5mSFJqN1ZZU09GTWphZGpBak9JUT09
Meeting ID: 862 2484 8453
Password (required): Up

Facebook Live: Fr. Humphrey & Deacon Buck

Catch Father Humphrey for conversation on the "Devotional Art &
Architecture of St. John's" at 10:00 a.m. Wednesdays on Facebook
Live. You won't want to miss this, as Fr. Humphrey is full of fun facts
and Serious Fun®!

On Fridays, join Deacon Buck on Facebook Live at 10:00 a.m. as he
takes on the topics of the day, including how we can be of service during
these unprecedented times, and "Weird Christians," as discussed in The
New York Times.

Paschal Candle Dedication

The Paschal Candle is dedicated by Clint Dempsey in
loving memory of Alma Mae Dempsey and Theodora
Shaw.
_____________________________________

It was also our great privilege to light a candle at the Shrine of Our Lady
for Helen at a loved one's request. Please keep her in your prayers.
If you would like us to light a candle for you and send you a photo of it,
please let us know at parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org.
And if you're local and would like some time in the church, grab your
mask and be in touch with the rector at rector@saintjohns-newport.org.

Low Masses
Fr. Humphrey will live-stream a Sidney Webster Memorial Requiem on
Friday, May 29, at 6:00 p.m. at facebook.com/SaintJohnsNewport/live.
Sarah Morris Fish Webster, painted below by Carl A. Weidner (18651906), gave the Chapel of the Blessed Sacrament in memory of her

beloved husband, Sidney Webster. He was an expert on constitutional
law, and the sometime private secretary to President Franklin Pierce.

Friday, May 29: Sidney Webster Memorial Requiem
(transferred from 5/30)

Choir School News

Have you seen the 2019-2020 Second Edition of the Program Book?
To check out our concert listings and to support our donors and
advertisers, you can pick up a copy at St. John's or download a copy
here.
Thank you for all your help in gathering and showing community
support for our programs!
Please note: Dates and times subject to change. Please check our event
listings in the Evangelist, on our website or Facebook page, or contact
the parish office at parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org or (401) 8482561 to double-check dates and times.

Candle Dedications

To arrange to dedicate a candle on a particular date, please be in touch
with the Parish Office at parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org.
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Ascension Day, which marks the ascension of Jesus into heaven, is
celebrated 40 days after Christ's Resurrection on Easter and is a principal
feast of the Episcopal Church. The creeds say "he ascended into heaven
and is seated on the right hand of the Father." We can read about the
event in Luke 24:50-53, Mark 16:19, and Acts 1:1-11. St. John's
Ascension window is by far the brightest, largest, and most prominent of
the church's windows.
Positioned above the high altar, it looks out upon the congregation at
every liturgy. High above is Jesus robed in glory, surrounded by
heavenly figures. His hands are extended in blessing as he is lifted up
into heaven. Below are 11 men, the remaining disciples. Some are
looking up at the rising of the Lord and others appear to be praying or in
deep contemplation. One is pointing down to a kneeling woman in the
center dressed in blue, the color associated with Mary. A woman is on
either side of her with their eyes focused on Mary. Mary is gazing out, at
the world. Her hands are held out as if in prayer or welcome.
Opposite this window, above the entrance to the sanctuary, is the secondlargest window of St. John's, Jesus Calling the Disciples. Entering St.

John's, Jesus calls us to follow him, the windows along the walls of the
church speak about life in Christ, and Mary beckons us to ascend with
the Lord to eternal life with the Father in heaven.
You can reach Director of Adult Formation John Lord at
formation@saintjohns-newport.org.

Service Details
Virtual Services on Facebook
Public worship is cancelled, but our service itself isn't!
Please visit us on Facebook this Sunday at 9:00 a.m.
Sunday, May 24
Seventh Sunday of Easter Live-Streamed Sung Mass
followed by
Coffee Hour hosted by Peter Berton
Download the Program Book here.

Join us for Coffee Hour at 10:30 a.m. after Mass!
Join Zoom Meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86224848453?
pwd=Sm5mSFJqN1ZZU09GTWphZGpBak9JUT09
Meeting ID: 862 2484 8453
Password (required): Up
This week's intercessions

Support St. John's
Stewardship is a year-round commitment, and we thank you for your
investment in our present and in our future, but above all, thank you
for simply showing up (when you're allowed to!) and being who you
are.

In this time in particular, the Diocese is encouraging parishes to
highlight to our supporters and parishioners how easy it is to set up
an automatic payment directly from your bank account to the
church. If you don't already give online, please consider contacting
your financial institution to arrange for automated repeating gifts.
Doing so will give everyone some measure of peace of mind in these
troubling times.
Thank you for supporting us in prayer when you are unable to be with
us, and for the love that you give in so many ways, of which St. John's is
merely one recipient and conduit among many.
If you would like to support St. John's with a donation, please click here.
To give by text message:

And always, thank you for your generous support!

The Zabriskie Memorial Church of Saint John the Evangelist

The Choir School of Newport
County

