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We are ready for you at St. John's!

Sunday: Pentecost Sunday Live-Streamed Sung Mass
9:00 a.m.
https://www.facebook.com/SaintJohnsNewport/live
Watch on Facebook (you don't need an account),
or on our website at saintjohns-newport.org
Download the program book here.
Join us for (virtual) Coffee Hour after the service!
We miss you, too, and look forward to seeing you!
On Zoom:
Sunday, May 31, at 10:30 a.m., hosted by Peter Berton
There's nothing to download and you don't have to sign in or sign up for anything.
Just click the link below:
Join by clicking this link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82699136588?
pwd=Y1ROaThlSGZtWU13NE91aVl1amYwQT09
Meeting ID: 826 9913 6588
Password (required): Red
How to reach Father Humphrey:
By phone: 401-500-0042
By email: rector@saintjohns-newport.org
By phone appointment: rector.youcanbook.me

A Letter from Father Humphrey
Dear People, Neighbors & Friends of St. John's,
I was very pleased with the response I received to my last Evangelist
letter, which only goes to show how desperate you all are for reading
material during this lockdown.
Among the biggest takeaways from what you reflected back to me was

that St. John's has a history of conflict between rectors and the Bishop,
and we don't want to do anything that would take us back there. I heartily
agree, and as a former vice president to the Bishop on Diocesan Council,
I'm committed to maintaining the positive relationship we've developed,
both personally and between the parish and the diocese. The Bishop has
heard from me on plenty of things where we might differ, but there is a
basic mutual respect and due deference to each other's sphere of
authority on contested matters.

I just got off the phone with the Bishop, and what I proposed to him fits
i n with what he personally would allow his vicars to do under similar
circumstances, so our minds were both put at ease that he is comfortable
with my intentions, which I'll get into in a little more detail below.
Another takeaway was the sense that St. John's didn't need to be a
trailblazer on anything. We don't need to be the first out the gate or at the
vanguard of anything. As long as people's sacramental and pastoral
needs are being met within public health guidelines, that's good enough
for now.
That said, I also heard from a significant number of you who expressed
a) a strong desire to see the public witness of this church embrace the

essential nature of corporate worship within the bounds of all reasonable
precautions and/or b) an urgent pastoral need for St. John's to be
available to those who wish to avail themselves of in-person worship.
Those who fell into the first category were widespread geographically
and some wouldn't be able to be here physically even were we fully open
to public worship. As you might imagine, those who fell into the second
category were a self-selecting group of local parishioners.
I was left was with a sense that St. John's should be wary of taking any
path that sets us apart from the one our Bishop has set for the wider
diocese, while still being pastorally flexible enough to meet the
expressed needs of our parishioners. Likewise, it is important for us as
Anglo-Catholics to present a public witness to the essential nature of the
church as a gathered body of human beings in one physical space.
While I believe it's certainly true that when two or three are gathered in
Jesus' name via Zoom or Facebook Live, he is truly in the midst of us,
the Greek word for church, ekklesia, literally means "gathering or
assembly." So it's clearly normative for Christians to heed the teaching
of Hebrews 10:23-25b, "Let us hold fast the confession of our hope
without wavering, for he who promised is faithful. And let us consider
how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to
meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another ..."

Of course, it would be irresponsible to meet together if it is impossible to
safeguard our own and each other's health insofar as is within our power,
which is why the Bishop has insisted that for more than simply liability
reasons we comply with all the regulations of the Rhode Island
Department of Health (RIDOH), and I am in full accord with him on
this. Using RIDOH as our standard, then, one can confidently answer the
question, "Is it possible at this time for two or three ... or more ...
unrelated people to gather in person in Jesus' name?" with a resounding
"Yes!"
Thus, the Bishop and I agree that the middle way, or via media between
resuming public in-person worship and continuing to keep the building
locked up tight is what I've come to think of as a small "live studio
audience" of self-selected parishioners who would be admitted to the
nave of the church on Sunday at nine in the morning, provided that St.
John's does indeed comply with all RIDOH regulations, and that the
parishioners for their part covenanted to observe applicable CDC
guidelines within reason.
And how many parishioners want to do so? Well, I can tell you that over
the past week I've heard from precisely ten people -- four individuals and
three couples --who are eager to do so. The Bishop, for his part, advises
parishes not to admit more than ten people at this time, and while we will
have four to six people in the chancel actually carrying out the liturgy, he
is satisfied that treating the chancel and nave as separate zones complies
with his wishes. To that end, I've devised a working document with
initial guidelines reviewed by the Bishop, which may be found here.
Other requirements will be added (or subtracted, I hope, in the case of
masks sooner rather than later) as circumstances merit.
Now if you're reading this letter and wishing you had volunteered, I'm
sorry to tell you that for Pentecost Sunday, at least, you're out of luck.
But don't despair. Take a look at those guidelines above and be in touch
with me about Trinity Sunday, May 7, when our friend, Fr. John
Alexander, the former rector of our sister parish, Saint Stephen's in
Providence, will be with us to preach and celebrate the Mass.
Last evening in the Bishop's weekly Clergy Town Hall meeting on
Zoom, a friend and colleague shared that her church is devising small
groups who would covenant with each other to function as "cells," so
that if there had to be a rotation due to capacity issues, there would be an

equitable way of determining whose "turn" it was to come to church.
I'll need to think through this and other ideas with the Vestry, Staff, and
other lay leadership. (And now that Deacon Close is back at St. John's, I
might humor him into thinking I value his opinion.) But I like the idea of
cells functioning not only as worshipers on Sunday, but during the week,
as well. Members of a small group might gather virtually or at a safe
distance for Bible Study. Hearty souls might go grocery shopping for the
more at-risk members. I'd even be willing to provide small group
members with a pyx containing the Reserved Sacrament on the Sundays
they are here, so that on those Sundays when they cannot be here in
person, they might watch our livestream and take communion at the same
time as those of us in the church.
Faithful to the tradition of which we are stewards, I'm sure we can come
up with creative and imaginative ways of doing not only liturgy, but
Christian formation and mutual pastoral care, as well. In all this, you will
be supported and encouraged by your clergy, who can join you virtually,
or outdoors, or in person when we get the green light from the civil
authorities, whom St. Paul teaches us to respect in Romans chapter 13,
and the religious authorities, under whose Scriptural warrants I have
taken a vow of obedience.
I pray for the day when I can write an Evangelist letter and not mention
this epidemic! But I am prepared for the long haul, and I am grateful to
all of you for being companions even from afar.
Yours in Christ's service,
N.J.A. Humphrey+
XIV Rector
P.S. I would love to hear from you. You can be in touch by email
at rector@saintjohns-newport.org, or, to make an appointment,
please visit rector.youcanbook.me.

Contact Tracing

A s we return to public worship, we will be asking those who attend
services or enter the building for any reason whatsoever to provide their
contact information, either with the assistance of the ushers, or directly
via our website so that we may be in touch with you about any COVIDrelated concerns, and so that you can be in touch with us, should you or
someone close to you fall ill or test positive for the coronavirus.
And in case you missed it, the state of Rhode Island also released an app,
CRUSH COVID RI, this week that aims to to make contact tracing
easier.

Progress

This past week, the scaffolding over the church's narthex came down and
the newly repointed stone was power-washed. It now looks appropriately
weathered after nearly 126 years of bay winds beating against its red
stone, but is now finally watertight and shipshape again!
But that's not all. The small team of men went right to work erecting
scaffolding along the south side of the church and putting protective
coverings over our precious stained glass windows. Repointing on that
side and of the church's tower will proceed as expeditiously as possible.

You may wonder: How many stones are the
workers re-pointing? Twenty-five percent?
Fifty percent? The answer is: all of them!
The total project will cost just under half a
million dollars, but it's money well spent to
secure the envelope of the church from
further water intrusion. For more
information about our Vision for St. John's,
visit:
saintjohns-newport.org/progress
or be in touch with Kristin MacMannis at:
engagement@saintjohns-newport.org.

Organ Console Project Blooming

While our new console is here, a final detail is still being finalized, the
rosette carving for the side of the console facing the nave. The project
has been a long one, but Fr. Humphrey found one consolation in the

console design process: the rector had the privilege of choosing the
design for the rosette! He chose the sunflower design, which is found
elsewhere in the chancel on the right side choir pew panel.
In addition to the rosette, Fr. Humphrey enjoyed suggesting that the back
of the console (the panel facing the choir) should look just like the backs
of the choir pews themselves, and was inspired by the misericords he
saw in the quire of Hereford Cathedral in England to suggest a
bench that could be attached to the back of the console such that when it
folded down could accommodate three choristers. For now, that bench is
a simple one, but perhaps someone will be inspired to have it carved as a
misericord or add other ornamentation to the organ! You'll have a chance
to see it all for yourself this Sunday at 4 p.m. via Facebook Live (see
Hereford Variations announcement, below).

5th Sunday Food Drive

Now more than ever, members of our community could use a helping
hand.
Fifth Sunday Food Drives are back, and May is a 5th Sunday Food Drive
month!
This month, however, we are asking that instead of food donations, gift
cards to Aldi's, Stop & Shop, Shaw's, CVS, Walgreens, or the Dollar
Tree, be sent in with your pledge envelopes, or slipped through the

Poplar St. mail slot.
Volunteers will deliver your git cards to the MLK Center at the end of
the month. Thank you for your generosity!

Pentecost Sunday

This Sunday at 9:00 a.m., we will live-stream Sung Mass for Pentecost
Sunday at facebook.com/SaintJohnsNewport/live and on our website
at http://saintjohns-newport.org/.
(Remember, you don't need a Facebook account to watch.)
You can download the booklet for the service here.
And join us after the service for Zoom Coffee Hour at 10:30 a.m. by
clicking here:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82699136588?
pwd=Y1ROaThlSGZtWU13NE91aVl1amYwQT09
Meeting ID: 826 9913 6588
Password (required): Red

Special Edition Hereford Variations

Tune in to Facebook Live at 4:00 p.m. for a special live-stream and
video presentation of composer Peter Stoltzfus Berton's Hereford
Variations, with a Zoom reception following.
The virtual event begins on the St. John's Facebook Live page with a
demonstration of the new console for our historic 1894 Hook & Hastings
organ, and an introduction to the music by Peter. Then, we invite the
audience to view a special pre-recorded Facebook video premiere of
Hereford Variations , including members of the St. John's Adult Choir
and Choristers from The Choir School of Newport County singing
movements recorded at St. John's and at Hereford Cathedral, England,

the stained glass windows of which Variations is named for.
The video also includes a "virtual choir" assembled for the finale.
In conjunction with the virtual concert, St. John's is thrilled to announce
a generous match challenge of up to $275,000 towards the restoration of
the iconic Hook & Hastings organ! Every dollar you give will be
matched up to this amount.
To donate to the matching challenge:
https://onrealm.org/StJohnEvangelist/-/give/organ.

Candle Dedication

The Sanctuary Lamp Candle above the High Altar is
given to the greater glory of God and in prayer for
Barbara Odegaard.

______________________________________
To arrange to dedicate a candle on a particular date, please be in touch
with the Parish Office at parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org.

Low Masses
Fr. Humphrey will live-stream the following Low Masses at 5:45 p.m. in
June at facebook.com/SaintJohnsNewport/live:

June 1:

Low

Mass

for

the

Visitation of the Blessed Virgin
Mary (above)
June 11: Low Mass for St.
Barnabas (right)

June 24: Low Mass for the
Nativity of St. John the Baptist
(above)
June 30: Low Mass for Sts. Peter
& Paul (right)

Choir School News

Have you seen the 2019-2020 Second Edition of the Program Book?
To check out our concert listings and to support our donors and
advertisers, you can pick up a copy at St. John's or download a copy
here.
Thank you for all your help in gathering and showing community
support for our programs!
Please note: Dates and times subject to change. Please check our event
listings in the Evangelist, on our website or Facebook page, or contact
the parish office at parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org or (401) 8482561 to double-check dates and times.
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St. John on Patmos
The Zabriskie Memorial Church of St. John the Evangelist is named for
the Apostle John, frequently referred to as the "Beloved Disciple." John
is mentioned a lot in the New Testament. Traditionally, he is credited
with writing the Gospel of John, the three Epistles (letters) of John, and
the Revelation of John. Let's leave it to scholars and theologians to
discuss and debate the accuracy of this tradition, since they have done so
for centuries and there is no reason to believe a definitive decision of the
books human authorship is imminent.

Instead, let's look at St. John's window. It is to the left of the high altar
and not readily seen from much of the church. Entitled, "St. John the
Divine on the island of Patmos," it shows an older man, cloaked in red
with a quill in his hand. He in in the process of writing on a scroll. John
tells us that he is on the island of Patmos and it is believed that he was
banished there by the Roman authorities. John is looking up at an angel.
"The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him ... he made it
known by sending his angel to his servant John ..." (Revelation 1:1.)
Looking up at the angel is a white eagle, which is the symbol of the
Gospel writer John. Each Gospel is associated with an image: Mark, a
lion; Matthew, a man; Luke, an ox; and John an eagle. (Ezekiel 1:10,
Rev. 4:7)
Flying above is a dove, the symbol of the Holy Spirit, with his beak
pointing at John. This beautiful window tells of the writing of
Revelation, but it also points to the role of the Bible/Scriptures in the
Episcopal Church. "Why do we call the Holy Scriptures the word of
God? - We call them the Word of God because God inspired their human
authors and because God still speaks to us through the Bible." (The
Catechism, Book of Common Prayer page 853)
You can reach St. John's Director
formation@saintjohns-newport.org

of

Formation

John

at

Service Details
Live-Streamed Services on Facebook
In accordance with state reopening guidelines and in consultation with
Bishop Knisely, we welcome the return of parishioners to in-person
worship at St. John's! Attendance is limited, however, and we will
continue to live-stream our services. Attendence to this Sunday's
Pentecost Sunday service is full, but to attend Trinity Sunday next

week, please see Father Humphrey's guidelines on returning to church,
here.

Sunday, May 31
Pentecost Sunday Live-Streamed Sung Mass
followed by
Coffee Hour hosted by Peter Berton
Download the Program Book here.

Join us for Coffee Hour at 10:30 a.m. after Mass!
Join Zoom Meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82699136588?
pwd=Y1ROaThlSGZtWU13NE91aVl1amYwQT09
Meeting ID: 826 9913 6588
Password (required): Red
This week's intercessions

Support St. John's
Stewardship is a year-round commitment, and we thank you for your
investment in our present and in our future, but above all, thank you
for simply showing up (when you're allowed to!) and being who you
are.

In this time in particular, the Diocese is encouraging parishes to
highlight to our supporters and parishioners how easy it is to set up
an automatic payment directly from your bank account to the
church. If you don't already give online, please consider contacting
your financial institution to arrange for automated repeating gifts.
Doing so will give everyone some measure of peace of mind in these
troubling times.
Thank you for supporting us in prayer when you are unable to be with
us, and for the love that you give in so many ways, of which St. John's is
merely one recipient and conduit among many.
If you would like to support St. John's with a donation, please click here.
To give by text message:

And always, thank you for your generous support!

The Zabriskie Memorial Church of Saint John the Evangelist

The Choir School of Newport
County

