The Evangelist
May 10

We are ready for you at St. John's!

Sunday: Choral Matins for Mother's Day with Service of Benediction
Mother's Day Video Presentation
9:00 a.m.
https://www.facebook.com/SaintJohnsNewport/
Watch on Facebook (you don't need an account),
or on our website at saintjohns-newport.org
Download the program book here.
Join us for (virtual) Coffee Hour after the service!
We miss you, too, and look forward to seeing you!
On Zoom:
Sunday, May 10, at 10:30 a.m., hosted by Peter Berton
There's nothing to download and you don't have to sign in or sign up for anything.
Just click the link below:
Join by clicking this link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81504118435?
pwd=WnVMYmlXdHRPUmlZa1gvYW1qN0ZsZz09
Meeting ID: 883 8325 7632
Password (required): Mom
How to reach Father Humphrey:
By phone: 401-500-0042
By email: rector@saintjohns-newport.org
By phone appointment: rector.youcanbook.me

A Letter from Father Humphrey
Dear People, Neighbors & Friends of St. John's,
Good news! As of tomorrow, Saturday, May 9, 2020, at 9 a.m., you
will see the "OPEN" sign on the church doors once again!
But with this good news comes some bad news: Because the Vestry and I
have yet to complete a COVID-19 Control Plan, entrance into the church

will follow strict protocols.
In short, the signs on the doors will be turned to "OPEN" but remain
locked, with instructions posted on how to be in touch with me so
that I can let you in, which I'm really looking forward to being able to
do!
There are lots of rules that go along with this first baby step in reopening, and instead of turning this letter into a bunch of bureaucratic
jargon, I'll send you a copy of the regulations to review before you come
to the church. The important things to know up front are that, for now, at
least, 1) you will have to wear a mask at all times while in the
building, 2) no more than five people will be admitted to the church
at any one time, and 3) all the usual social distancing rules will be in
effect.

Everything else will be explained to you in due course. For now, if you'd
like to drop by St. John's any time between 9 a.m. and 6 p.m.
tomorrow, email me at rector@saintjohns-newport.org or call or
text me at 401-500-0042. While I'm not going to require an appointment
well in advance, you shouldn't count on me just sitting around all day, so
you will need to call ahead. I will also be keeping a record of everyone
who enters the building in case the health department needs to use that
information for future contact tracing, but none of your personal data
will be shared with anyone without your consent, or unless we are
required by law to do so.

On Sundays, sadly, the church will remain closed to all except the
four other people who may be assisting me in the production of the
service. If you would like to volunteer to assist me either in front of
the camera as an acolyte or behind it as part of the production team,
please be in touch with me and we will talk about what's possible.
We will eventually resume regular weekday Morning Prayer and
Evening Prayer, I hope before the end of May, but not until after the
Vestry and I have a complete COVID-19 Control Plan in place. Our next
Vestry meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, May 19. In the meantime, I'm
happy to give you access to the church for private prayer or socially
distanced prayer with no more than five people following the standards
we are putting in place.
Once we enter into a new phase, we will begin to return to in-person
worship, and I pray that may be soon. It won't be soon enough for me,
but if there's one thing I've learned through all of this, I have to be
content to wait on the Lord...and the Bishop...and the Governor...!
For more information on the state's plans for phased re-opening, visit
https://www.reopeningri.com/.
You know, I had a page and a half of soul-searching musings on our
current predicament prepared before the bishop announced this good
news to the clergy yesterday, but I'm so happy right now I decided to
scrap it. Even a baby step is a step forward. Even so, life is full of risks,
and before any of us takes that step, we need to be clear about whether
it's a risk worth taking.
Yours in Christ's service,
N.J.A. Humphrey+
XIV Rector
P.S. would love to hear from you. You can be in touch by email
at rector@saintjohns-newport.org, or, to make an appointment,
please visit rector.youcanbook.me.

Happy Mother's Day

Father Humphrey's mother, Lois Amundson Humphrey
We wish all of our St. John's mothers, godmothers, and those who have
been like mothers to us a wonderful Mother's Day! Don't forget to look
for our Mother's Day tribute in our video presentation for this Sunday's
Choral Matins service. We will post the video at 9:00 a.m. Sunday on
Facebook at:
https://www.facebook.com/SaintJohnsNewport/
You don't need a Facebook account to watch! You can also see the video
Sunday at 9:00 a.m. on our website at http://saintjohns-newport.org/
You can download the booklet for the service here.
And join us after the service for Zoom Coffee Hour at 10:30 a.m. by
clicking here:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81504118435?
pwd=WnVMYmlXdHRPUmlZa1gvYW1qN0ZsZz09
Meeting ID: 883 8325 7632

Password (required): Mom

Our New Organ Console in Its New Home

Here is a first glimpse at an elegant and incredibly advanced and compact
musical machine, installed this past week. The circle of wood missing
from the end facing the congregation is being carved into a rosette
matching the 1894 choir stall carvings.

Bright lighting shows the match of It sits on a heavy oak platform. A
wood and finish to the stalls.

silently folding bench designed by

our Rector, for the choristers who
will sit directly in front of it,
eventually will be attached.

It is filled with carpet to dampen noises of an organist's feet on the
pedals.

Three professional piano movers,
left and above, unloaded the truck
that brought it from Michigan, after
moving the old console to the
Tower Room for storage until it is
sold.

The platform rolls forward to be able to install and maintain the
pedalboard.

Drawers hide pencils/clutter, and advanced computer features including a
mini iPad interface; lighted buttons are for more than spelling words.

So much for the glamorous side of the chancel! Chamber work continues
as of this writing. Replacement of the relay (which "talks" to the console
via a computer network) and relocation of hundreds of wires, carefully
prepared for what is needed once the organ is restored, has occupied two
people, 12 hours a day, for three days concluding today. Will it play by
Sunday? You'll have to watch our special Mother's Day prerecorded
service to find out!
The console will be formally introduced in a virtual performance of
Hereford Variations , tentatively scheduled for Pentecost Sunday, May
31, though as with everything, this date is subject to conditions at the
time -- so stay tuned! The new console will continue to be showcased
throughout the "Bach & Friends" recitals of the coming summer, which
is being developed in a new format with health regulations taken into
account.
We thank the many donors large and small, from challenge granters to
loose changers (in the Quarter Till pipe of course) over the past six
summers, who have made this project possible. This console project is
the first phase of a larger restoration of our historic and cherished 1894
Hook & Hastings instrument, which we regard as a tool for evangelism
through music, and of which we are stewards so that it may give glory to
God and inspire us for service in this generation and many more
generations to come. Having been bequeathed a gift of inestimable value
in the vision of the builders of the church and its musical furnishing,
through this restoration project, we have the privilege of handing it on to
those who will inherit it in even better condition than ever.

Particularly during this time of isolation and social distancing, the gift of
music, whether streamed into our living rooms or heard live in the
church, will act as a healing balm for the soul. When this pandemic is but
a memory, we know that many people will be left with scars both
physical and mental. We believe that through sacred music, our bodies,
minds, and souls will be renewed for service, and we will be able to
commemorate the dead, honor those who made a difference in our lives,
and give thanks for the future God has in store for us in a more
meaningful way with this pipe organ than without it. The music it
produces is personal protective equipment for the soul, boosting our
resilience to trauma and inoculating us against fear. Instead, we are
infected with something that is a joy to spread: faith, hope, and love,
communicated through the transcendent medium of music that gives
glory to God and builds up our immunity to the ravages of death. We are
so grateful to all of you who have made the medicine of music available
just when it's most needed. You have made it possible for St. John's to be
a source of healing, comfort, strength, and renewal in this crisis.
Thank you.

Our 'Best'-Kept Secret is Out!

The secret's out!
Our Quarter Till Organ Recitals have been named a Newport Life
Magazine "2020 Best of Newport County" award winner as "Best Kept
Secret: Entertainment"! You can read all about it and all the winners in
the latest issue of Newport Life Magazine, or online here:
https://tinyurl.com/NewportCounty2020Best
Back in February, we were informed via postcard that we had won
something, with the award winners and their categories planned for
unveiling at a soiree in April.
But as Newport Life Editor Fred Albert wrote in announcing the awards,
"While we could all use a good party right about now, that event is on
hold for the time being."
Mr. Albert went on to say that they even considered postponing the
awards because of COVID, "but in the end, we realized that these
awards could be a tremendous morale booster for the men and women
whose livelihoods have been so affected by COVID-19. In times of
crisis, it's always nice to have a reason to celebrate."

We couldn't agree more! Congratulations to our fellow award winners
and nominees, and other community business and nonprofit partners. We
look forward to celebrating with you soon!
Congratulations to our Director of Music, Peter Stoltzfus Berton, Quarter
Till maestro and organist, whose been holding the mini-concerts since
2014, raising thousands of dollars for the restoration of our historic 1894
Hook & Hastings organ, under way now.
Quarter Till organ recitals are 20-minute organ concerts with video
projection held on Sundays in the summer at St. John's at "quarter 'til"
the hour, for admission of "just a quarter!" We may have to do things
differently this year, but stay tuned for this year's Quarter Till concerts,
and spread the word!

In Case You Missed It

The Newport Historical Society will toll the bells at the Colony House,
and other Newport institutions, including St. John's, will toll their
bells every Friday at noon as a reminder that Newport "is in this
together."
From our friends at the Newport Historical Society, "The citizens of
Newport are not strangers to adversity; together, we have faced extreme
hardships. We are also not strangers to ingenuity; together, we have
created an incredible place to live."
You can see video of St. John's bell ringing below:

Paschal Candle Dedication

The Paschal Candle is dedicated by Clint Dempsey in
loving memory of Alma Mae Dempsey and Theodora

Shaw.

Low Masses
Fr. Humphrey will live-stream these Low Masses in May at 6:00 p.m.
a t https://www.facebook.com/SaintJohnsNewport/live on the following
dates:

Thursday, May 21: Ascension Day

Friday, May 29: Sidney Webster Memorial Requiem
(transferred from 5/30)

Choir School News

St. John's congratulates The Choir School of Newport County for
recently being awarded a grant from the Frederick Henry Prince
Memorial Fund. CSNC was selected as one of the few 2020 recipients
and awarded $5,000 to support the summer camp program at the
Incarnation Center in Essex, CT.
Given the number of applicants, many of whom have longstanding
relationships with the Foundation, this grant speaks volumes on the
impact CSNC is creating in the greater Newport community.

Support from this fund is particularly meaningful given the extensive and
deeply respected philanthropic legacy of the Prince Family. In 2010, a $3

million grant from the Frederick Henry Prince 1932 Trust was conferred
to Newport Hospital by Elizabeth Prince of Newport and her children,
Guillaume de Ramel, Diana Oehrli, and Regis de Ramel.
"Powered by Prince" grants support efforts to reach underserved, schoolage children across Newport County through programs that promote
active, healthy lifestyles, education, and fun for youth.
Congratulations!

Have you seen the 2019-2020 Second Edition of the Program Book?
To check out our concert listings and to support our donors and
advertisers, you can pick up a copy at St. John's or download a copy
here.
Thank you for all your help in gathering and showing community
support for our programs!
Please note: Dates and times subject to change. Please check our event
listings in the Evangelist, on our website or Facebook page, or contact
the parish office at parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org or (401) 8482561 to double-check dates and times.

Candle Dedication

The Sanctuary Lamp Candle above the High Altar is
dedicated to the Glory of God and in loving memory of
Capt. William E. Weisert, USN.
To arrange to dedicate a candle on a particular date, please be in touch
with the Parish Office at parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org.

On Tuesdays at St. John's, we find beauty and hope in everyday life,
starting with St. John's exquisite stained glass windows, seen here in a
photograph by Robert Fertitta.

St. John's Director of Adult Formation John Lord talks about the
Scripture depicted in the window:
In the Chapel of the Blessed Sacrament is the first of the windows
relating events in the life of Jesus. It portrays the Annunciation - the
announcement by the Angel Gabriel to Mary, that she would be the
Mother of Jesus.
The principle figures in this window are Mary, cloaked in blue, and
Gabriel in white with red wings. In his hand is a scepter, which is used
by royalty to show favor or disfavor.
Today, we may see a scepter, or verge, used in some Episcopal churches
to lead processions or direct speakers to a lectern or pulpit. Hanging
from his hand is a scroll with the words, "Hail, highly favored."
"And the angel came in unto her, and said, 'Hail, thou art highly favored,
the Lord is with thee: blessed art thou among women.' " (Luke 1:28 KJ)
In the background are angels playing instruments, a dove points down to
Mary, and there are many white lilies. The lily is a symbol for both Mary
and Gabriel, signifying purity, truth, humility, and devotion.
At the feet of Gabriel is a green bag with a golden book protruding.
Above, there is a small window with an angel holding a shield on which
there is a golden image of two angels looking down into a shaft of light.
Read Luke 1:26-33 to learn more about the Annunciation. Read Matthew
1: 18-25 to learn about an angel announcing the birth of Jesus to Joseph.
Gabriel is an important angel and figures prominently in Christianity,
Judaism, and Islam.
You can reach John Lord at formation@saintjohns-newport.org.
Call to Action: Share a smile with the community and enjoy all the
smiles around us! Leave a photo of someone smiling in the comments
section on our Facebook page.

5th Sunday Food Drive

Now more than ever, members of our community could use a helping
hand.
Fifth Sunday Food Drives are back, and May is a 5th Sunday Food Drive
month!
This month, however, we are asking that instead of food donations, gift
cards to Aldi's, Stop & Shop, Shaw's, CVS, Walgreens, or the Dollar
Tree, be sent in with your pledge envelopes, or slipped through the
Poplar St. mail slot.
Volunteers will deliver your git cards to the MLK Center at the end of
the month. Thank you for your generosity!

Service Details
Virtual Services on Facebook
Public worship is cancelled, but our service itself isn't!
Please visit us on Facebook this Sunday at 9:00 a.m.
Choral Matins for Mother's Day with Service of Benediction
Video Presentation

followed by
Coffee Hour hosted by Peter Berton
Download the Program Book here.

Join us for Coffee Hour at 10:30 a.m. after Mass!
Join Zoom Meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81504118435?
pwd=WnVMYmlXdHRPUmlZa1gvYW1qN0ZsZz09
Meeting ID: 883 8325 7632
Password (required): Mom
This week's intercessions

Support St. John's
Stewardship is a year-round commitment, and we thank you for your
investment in our present and in our future, but above all, thank you
for simply showing up (when you're allowed to!) and being who you
are.

In this time in particular, the Diocese is encouraging parishes to
highlight to our supporters and parishioners how easy it is to set up
an automatic payment directly from your bank account to the
church. If you don't already give online, please consider contacting
your financial institution to arrange for automated repeating gifts.
Doing so will give everyone some measure of peace of mind in these
troubling times.
Thank you for supporting us in prayer when you are unable to be with
us, and for the love that you give in so many ways, of which St. John's is
merely one recipient and conduit among many.
If you would like to support St. John's with a donation, please click here.
To give by text message:

And always, thank you for your generous support!

The Zabriskie Memorial Church of Saint John the Evangelist

The Choir School of Newport
County

