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April 19

We are ready for you at St. John's!

Sunday: The Second Sunday of Easter
Pre-Recorded Virtual Service
9:00 a.m.
https://www.facebook.com/SaintJohnsNewport/
Watch on Facebook (you don't need an account),
or on our website at saintjohns-newport.org
Join us for (virtual) Coffee Hour after the service!
We miss you, too, and look forward to seeing you!
On Zoom:
Sunday, April 19 at 11:00 a.m.
There's nothing to download and you don't have to sign in or sign up for anything.
Just click the link below:
Join us after this service at 11 a.m. for a Virtual Coffee Hour via Zoom, hosted by
Jenn Berton. Jenn is providing the connection, but you will have to provide your own
food and drink, for what we hope are obvious reasons.
Join by clicking this link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83580140886?
pwd=VFJoSWNjNThEcDcrS1huc0ttRS9KUT09
Meeting ID: 835 8014 0886
Password (required): Low

How to reach Father Humphrey:
By phone: 401-500-0042
By email: rector@saintjohns-newport.org
By phone appointment: rector.youcanbook.me

A Letter From New Orleans
Editor's note: Fr. Humphrey is on a well-deserved break this week and
will be back with his lengthy -- and relevant! -- missives next week.
Dear People, Neighbors and Friends of St. John's,

Well ... you know Fr. Humphrey must have been desperate for some rest
if he allowed me to write the Friday letter for The Evangelist. I generally
use these rare opportunities to take cheap shots at him, for which he is
prone to punish me later. In light of the inevitability of such punishment,
I am going to try to be good and not talk about his tyranny over me.
As you all know, New Orleans is one of the hot spots of the COVID 19
pandemic. On a per capita basis, our death rate is among the worst in the
country. Furthermore, our economy stands on two legs - tourism, and the
oil and gas industry. Both will be a long time returning to normal. Our
mayor today recommended cancelling all scheduled festivals through the
end of the year! That was a shock to the system of a city that has about
one festival per week and depends on those to bring in the tourists who
fill the restaurants and hotels (which now lie empty).
One would think that the city would be one swamp of depression, but it
doesn't seem that that is the case. My window on the local situation is
through the parish - St. Anna's- and the neighborhood in which I live.
Here is what I see. The people of St. Anna's have eagerly adopted virtual
worship. During our Easter Mass on Facebook Live, we had an average
of 95 persons watching throughout the Mass. There were only 7 of us in
the church itself, and we scrupulously kept our social distances. Many
parishioners commented on the liturgy and seemed to accept virtual
worship as the next best thing to live worship. Everyone is eager to get
back together as soon as possible. People are yearning to be back
amongst their parish family.
In our neighborhood, what is happening is that everyone is forced to
change their habits and make the best of things. I see and talk to people
who I never met before as I sit on the front steps and read. People are
hungry for social interaction and have become very much more
"neighborly" than pre-Pandemic. And that is saying something, since this
is the Deep South, and being neighborly is the rule not the exception.
Everywhere you walk on these warm nights, you see small groups sitting
on front lawns, appropriately spaced, having a cocktail or two. It seems
natural to wave and chat as you walk by. Of course, pre-Pandemic, those
groups would have been inside the house out of view to passers-by.
This week I have had two opportunities to begin reintegrating myself to
St. John's.
On Tuesday, I recorded a sermon to be part of the Facebook Sunday
Mass webcast for the Second Sunday of Easter. On Wednesday, I joined

some 7 or 8 parishioners to have a chat about how we might sustain and
nurture our spiritual lives in the absence of public worship. Our ideas ran
from the rather orthodox (mine) to the rather free-spirited (several
people). I think we all agreed that being thoughtful about how we set
aside some time to be available to God was vital.
It seems to me that we are discovering, of necessity, various ways to be
together without being physically present alongside each other. No one
would be foolish enough to think of this a substitute for gathering in the
flesh. However, could it not be a useful tool to add to our toolbox of
being the church?
In talking to my friend Richard Funk on his 72nd birthday this week, I
got him to admit that learning to operate a laptop or tablet might be a
good idea for someone living in a nursing facility. We have been having
this discussion for years. Richard is a technophobe. But having no
visitors for months had made him consider all his options for connecting
to people outside his room on the second floor. A small silver lining
amidst all those dark clouds?
Looking very much forward to seeing you all next month,
Your deacon,
Buck

In Case You Missed It

On Fridays, we pause to think about our blessings. Today, we recognize
the blessing of having terrific institutional partners in the Newport
community!
St. John's joined our friends at the Newport Historical Society for a
special "Newport Together" Bell Ringing at noon, when bells rang out
from Bellevue Avenue to the Point, as a reminder that we are all in this
together!
You can see video of the St. John's bell ringing effort from today at this
Sunday's virtual service on Facebook at 9:00 a.m. (Details below)!
We thank the Newport Historical Society for including St. John's in
today's bell ringing, and also, for reminding us of the following:
The citizens of Newport are not strangers to adversity; together, we have
faced extreme hardships. We are also not strangers to ingenuity;

together, we have created an incredible place to live.
The 17th-century town founders, escaping death and persecution, banded
together to begin a lively experiment that persists today. The citizens of
18th-century Newport saw disease, two occupying armies, famine, and
mass population exodus - and survived. The citizens of 19th-century
Newport faced political conflict and economic depression and picked
themselves up to begin anew. Twentieth-century Newporters have
experienced growth and decline as main economic drivers abandoned the
city, and still, we moved forward.
Through conflict, moral growth and moral failings, economic highpoints,
and depressed depths, in diversity, and in spite of prejudice, inequities,
differences, and disputes, we are all here together.

The Second Sunday of Easter Online

Join us at 9:00 a.m. this Sunday for a Pre-Recorded Virtual Service of
the Second Sunday of Easter with a sermon by Deacon Buck Close,
followed by a Zoom Coffee Hour hosted by Jenn Berton.

Download the Program Book here.
On Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/SaintJohnsNewport/
On our website: http://saintjohns-newport.org
Psst.: You don't need an account to watch!
Join the Zoom Coffee Hour here:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83580140886?
pwd=VFJoSWNjNThEcDcrS1huc0ttRS9KUT09
Meeting ID: 835 8014 0886
Password (required): Low

Paschal Candle Dedication

The Paschal Candle is dedicated by Clint Dempsey in
loving memory of Alma Mae Dempsey and Theodora

Shaw.

Welcome Back (Almost), Deacon Buck!

We were so excited to welcome back Deacon Buck Close -- at least,
virtually -- who returned to St. John's this week to share in the Way of
Love, joining parishioners and others on Facebook for our Wednesday
live chat.
If you missed Buck on Wednesday, you can still watch the chat here:
https://www.facebook.com/SaintJohnsNewport/videos/152656359513080/
Throughout the week, we also shared a moving piece about finding sacred
space in your own backyard:
https://bit.ly/3biXrTf
and about making Quarantine bear-able:
https://bit.ly/3ahUwsD

For more on what we've been up to, visit our Facebook page at:
https://www.facebook.com/SaintJohnsNewport/
Have an idea? Drop a line to Director of Sustainability & Engagement
Kristin MacMannis at engagement@saintjohns-newport.org.
Do you "love" what we're doing? Or not so much? It's OK, we'd love to
hear from you either way. Please be in touch at parishoffice@saintjohnsnewport.org.

Choir School News

Rhode Island Chorister Festival

It seems like months ago that we were able to sing together, though it has
been just four weeks since we closed the school for on-site activities on
March 16. Our online learning keeps us going but it is no match for the
real thing!

We recently received these photos and a video of our annual chorister
festival, held this year at Grace Church, Providence, on March 7, with 50
singers from four choirs participating. There is a video of the end of the
anthem from Evensong (which we had planned to sing for our Matins on
Mother's Day this year - to be rescheduled of course), as well as some
fun photos of the day.
Happy Eastertide!

Have you seen the 2019-2020 Second Edition of the Program Book?
To check out our concert listings and to support our donors and
advertisers, you can pick up a copy at St. John's or download a copy
here.
Thank you for all your help in gathering and showing community
support for our programs!
Please note: Dates and times subject to change. Please check our event
listings in the Evangelist, on our website or Facebook page, or contact
the parish office at parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org or (401) 8482561 to double-check dates and times.

Light a Shrine Candle

Although the Church and Guild Hall are
closed to visitors because of the COVID
crisis, Fr. Humphrey invites you to light a
candle for a loved one.
To do so, text Father at (401) 500-0042 or
email Father at rector@saintjohns-newport.org
with a request to light a candle If texting, be
sure to include your name, as Fr. Humphrey
may not have your phone number in his
contacts.

Let Fr. Humphrey know whether to light a candle at the St. Mary's shrine
or the St. John's shrine (or both!).
Include any intention you are comfortable sharing and indicate whether it
is public or private. Public prayers will be added to our published weekly
list.
Fr. Humphrey is happy to send you a photograph or two of your candle
and the shrine, just be sure to let him know. You can then forward these
photos as you see fit and post them to social media, tagging
@SaintJohnsNewport.
This week, Fr. Humphrey lit a candle in prayer for Ron Fleming given
by Mary Joan Hoene.

Candle Dedication

The Sanctuary Lamp Candle above the High Altar is
dedicated to the Glory of God and in prayer for John.
The Sanctuary Lamp Candle above the Altar in the
Chapel of the Blessed Sacrament is dedicated to the

Glory of God and in prayer for Stephanie.
To arrange to dedicate a candle on a particular date, please be in touch
with the Parish Office at parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org.
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Art is a form of storytelling. At St. John's, our most cherished forms of
art are the historic stained glass windows that shine in the light and bring
us hope.
This wee on Easter Tuesday, we talked about St. John's Resurrection
Window.
All four Gospels (Matthew 28:1-10, Mark 16:1-8, Luke 24: 1-10)
proclaim the Resurrection of our Lord, but St. John's window is based on
the Gospel of John (20:1-18). It is a very stylized window of somber
colors highlighted by reds symbolizing passion.

Mary appears kneeling with a pot of oil and Jesus stands, the nail wound
visible on his foot, holding a staff with a white banner and red cross.
Two angels who asked Mary why she was weeping sit on the sepulcher.
It is a solemn scene that reinforces the fear and confusion Christ's friends
felt in the days after his crucifixion.
Interestingly, the artist who designed this window added three more
angels who point us to the eternal truth of the Resurrection. High above
kneels an angel holding the question, "Why weepest thou?" And below
two angels strum their instruments under the words, "Whosoever liveth
and believeth in me shall never die."
Call to Action: Share a smile with the community and enjoy all the
smiles around us! Leave a photo of someone smiling in the comments
section on our Facebook page.
This lesson is from St. John's Director of Adult Formation John Lord.
You can be in touch with John via email at formation@saintjohnsnewport.org.

Service Details
Virtual Services on Facebook
Public worship is cancelled, but our service itself isn't!
Please visit us on Facebook this Sunday at 9:00 a.m.
The Second Sunday in Easter,
with recording by Deacon Buck Close
& Coffee Hour with Jenn Berton
Download the Program Book here.

Join us for Coffee Hour at 11 a.m. after Easter Mass!
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83580140886?
pwd=VFJoSWNjNThEcDcrS1huc0ttRS9KUT09
Meeting ID: 835 8014 0886
Password: Low
This week's intercessions

Support St. John's
Stewardship is a year-round commitment, and we thank you for your
investment in our present and in our future, but above all, thank you
for simply showing up (when you're allowed to!) and being who you
are.

In this time in particular, the Diocese is encouraging parishes to
highlight to our supporters and parishioners how easy it is to set up
an automatic payment directly from your bank account to the
church. If you don't already give online, please consider contacting
your financial institution to arrange for automated repeating gifts.
Doing so will give everyone some measure of peace of mind in these
troubling times.
Thank you for supporting us in prayer when you are unable to be with
us, and for the love that you give in so many ways, of which St. John's is
merely one recipient and conduit among many.
If you would like to support St. John's with a donation, please click here.
To give by text message:

And always, thank you for your generous support!

The Zabriskie Memorial Church of Saint John the Evangelist

The Choir School of Newport
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