The Evangelist
April 5

We are ready for you at St. John's!
Virtual Worship: Sunday mornings on Facebook Live:
https://www.facebook.com/SaintJohnsNewport/Live
This Sunday, April 5: Palm Sunday at 9:00 a.m.
Watch on Facebook (you don't need an account),
or on our website at saintjohns-newport.org
Join us for (virtual) Coffee Hour after the service! We miss you, too, and look
forward to seeing you!
On Zoom:
Sunday, April 5, at 11:00 a.m.
There's nothing to download and you don't have to sign in or sign up for anything. Just
click the link below:
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/360380207
Meeting ID: 360 380 207
How to reach Father Humphrey:
By phone: 401-500-0042
By email: rector@saintjohns-newport.org
By phone appointment: rector.youcanbook.me

WE MISS YOU, TOO

Vestry member Bill Martin shared this prayer with us, from Michael
Spenser, Episcopal priest at St Paul's School and St John's, Fishers
Island.
Prayer for a Pandemic
May we who are merely inconvenienced
remember those whose lives are at stake.
May we who have no risk factors

remember those most vulnerable.
May we who have the luxury of working from home
remember those who must choose between preserving their
health or making their rent.
May we who have the flexibility to care for our children
when their schools close
remember those who have no options.
May we who have to cancel our trips
remember those who have no safe place to go.
May we who settle in for a quarantine at home
remember those who have no home.
As fear grips our country, let us choose love.
During this time when we cannot physically wrap our arms
around each other, let us find ways to be the loving embrace of
God to our neighbors.
Amen.

IMPORTANT MESSAGE

We regret to announce that as a general COVID-19 safety precaution

(though, thankfully, nothing specific to St. John's itself), the St. John's
Church building is closed to the public until further notice, as are all
Episcopal churches in the Diocese of Rhode Island. We are sad about
this directive, but of course are doing our utmost for the health and safety
of all.
The office remains open, albeit remotely, and Fr. Humphrey will still
stream Sunday's Mass from the locked church via Facebook Live
(This Sunday: Palm Sunday at 9:00 a.m.). The Bishop has personally
directed Fr. Humphrey that he and his family are the only people now
allowed to be in the building when services are streamed. We will have
pre-recorded music provided remotely by Peter Berton, however, so
tune in and tune up!
Despite the building closure, virtual access also is being provided to
the shrines of St. John and St. Mary. For details, see the "Light a
Shrine Candle" announcement near the bottom of this long edition of the
Evangelist!

A Letter From Father Humphrey
Beloved People, Neighbors, and Friends of St. John's,
This past week, I have been thinking of the tradition of the "memento
mori" in art and culture. While some people might think it overly
morbid, in a time of pandemic I think it's rather salutary. I posted this on
my personal Facebook page yesterday:

The first comment on the post, with which I heartily agreed, was, "Or be
responsible for someone else being six feet under," posted by my friend
Matthew Gunter, the current Bishop of Fond du Lac. Charles Chapman
Grafton, after whom our Grafton House is named, was the second bishop
of that diocese.

My friend Bishop Gunter isn't quite as grand as Bishop Grafton. But he
isn't dead, either. Here's Bishop Grafton's tomb in the cathedral of Fond
du Lac:

Holy Week itself might be said to be one long memento mori, but with a
twist. The week begins on Palm Sunday with this prayer:
Assist us mercifully with thy help, O Lord God of our salvation, that
we may enter with joy upon the contemplation of those mighty acts,
whereby thou hast given us life and immortality; through Jesus Christ
our Lord.
I usually say that prayer in Storer Park, bless palms, and then we have a
joyful procession up Washington Street and into the church. That's not
going to happen this year. But we are still going to "enter with joy upon
the contemplation of those mighty acts, whereby thou hast given us life
and immortality."
That's the first of three collects in our traditional entrance rite. Although
the Bishop has discouraged the distribution of palms this year because he
doesn't want to give anyone an excuse to engage in unnecessarily risky
behavior, I am going to pray that first collect from the Narthex of the
church on Sunday because Holy Week, in my mind, isn't Holy Week
until we've asked God to assist us in its proper observance.
The second collect, which comes after the solemn entrance into the
church, is also appointed on Fridays at Morning Prayer throughout the
year:
Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he
suffered pain, and entered not into glory before he was crucified:
Mercifully grant that we, walking in the way of the cross, may find it
none other than the way of life and peace; through the same thy Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord.
That a way of suffering should become for us "the way of life and peace"
is at the heart of the mystery of the crucifixion, and at such a time as this,
we are challenged to grasp its meaning more deeply. Perhaps I will have
a few more words to say on that score on Palm Sunday itself.
The third collect is the Collect of the Day:
Almighty and everliving God, who, of thy tender love towards
mankind, hast sent thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ to take upon him
our flesh, and to suffer death upon the cross, that all mankind should
follow the example of his great humility: Mercifully grant that we
may both follow the example of his patience, and also be made

partakers of his resurrection; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord,
who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for
ever and ever.
This petition, "mercifully grant that we may both follow the example of
his patience, and also be made partakers of his resurrection" hits home
for me, because I am not a particularly patient person. Every day, I
ask, with the Psalmist, "How long, O Lord? Will you forget me for ever?
How long will you hide your face from me? How long shall I have
perplexity in my mind, and grief in my heart, day after day?" (Psalm
13:1-2a, BCP 1979, p. 598) This Holy Week, and likely this coming
Eastertide, will test our patience in new ways. But my prayer is that
as we are given the grace to follow the example of Jesus' patience, so
too may we by that same amazing grace be made partakers of his
resurrection.
For the past three weeks, Bishop Knisely has held a virtual town hall
meeting with the clergy of the diocese via Zoom. These have been very
helpful in sharing accurate information and resources. On Thursday, we
got into a rather memento mori conversation that had at its heart, I
believe, the canonical duty of all priests that is summed up in the
following rubric on page 445 of the most recent Book of Common
Prayer, which though not in our pew racks, lays down the law, so to
speak, for those of us who are ordained:
The Minister of the Congregation is directed to instruct the
people, from time to time, about the duty of Christian parents to
make prudent provision for the well-being of their families, and
of all persons to make wills, while they are in health, arranging
for the disposal of their temporal goods, not neglecting, if they are
able, to leave bequests for religious and charitable uses.
As a resource in complying with the above rubric, I'm grateful to the
Reverends Mitch & Eileen Lindeman, for telling us about Five Wishes.
According to its website,
Five Wishes was created by the national non-profit organization,
Aging with Dignity, a leading advocate for the needs of elders and
those who care for them. Aging with Dignity founder Jim Towey
created Five Wishes with doctors, nurses, lawyers and other experts
in end-of-life care to help people of all ages get the treatment they
want if they become seriously ill. Jim is an attorney who served as

legal counsel to Mother Teresa of Calcutta for 12 years until her
death. He was a full-time live-in volunteer at her home for AIDS
patients in Washington, DC. He learned that people are most
concerned about maintaining their comfort and dignity when
they are very sick. This is why Five Wishes addresses the personal,
emotional, and spiritual needs of a person, not just the medical ones.
A Wikipedia article nicely sums up the five wishes themselves:
Wish 1: The Person I Want to Make Care Decisions for Me When
I Can't
This section is an assignment of a health care agent (also called
proxy, surrogate, representative, or health care power of attorney).
This person makes medical decisions on your behalf if you are unable
to speak for yourself.
Wish 2: The Kind of Medical Treatment I Want or Don't Want
This section is a living will -- a definition of what life support
treatment means to you, and when you would and would not want it.
Wish 3: How Comfortable I Want to Be
This section addresses matters of comfort care -- what type of pain
management you would like, personal grooming and bathing
instructions, and whether you would like to know about options for
hospice care, among others.
Wish 4: How I Want People to Treat Me
This section speaks to personal matters, such as whether you would
like to be at home and whether you would like someone to pray at
your bedside.
Wish 5: What I Want My Loved Ones to Know
This section deals with matters of forgiveness, how you wish to be
remembered, and final wishes regarding funeral or memorial plans.
The Lindemans also mentioned that a similar approach to end-of-life
issues is taken by the Stanford Letter Project out of the Stanford
University School of Medicine, which I also comment. But I was
impressed by how Five Wishes focuses on facilitating five conversations
that convey these messages:
* There's been something on my mind and now is a good time to
bring it up

* You matter to me and I care about you.
* You can count on me to be there for you.
* I want to do the right things for you when you need them the
most.
* I don't know your wishes so please tell me them so I can honor
them whether I agree with them or not.
These five messages are ones that I hope you will hear in this letter,
and that you will convey to your own loved ones.
That last bit about "so I can honor them whether I agree with them or
not," is often easier said than done, but it's so important. It was difficult
for me to accept the fact that my brother, Paul, who died at the age of
thirty-nine from malignant melanoma, didn't want a service of any kind.
Paul was a renowned rock climber in Northern California whose claim to
fame was a number of sea cliff climbing routes that he'd established.
Climbing fanatics from all over the world raved about them. One
morning, a climber from Germany showed up at his doorstep holding a
map of California with Paul's town circled in sharpie. "Find Paul
Humphrey" was scrawled underneath.

As a lover of the great outdoors, Paul wanted to be cremated and his
ashes mixed in with climber's chalk, to be distributed in bags known
colloquially as "balls." He wanted them to be called, "Paul's balls."
His balls would then be distributed to his friends, who would use
them on their climbing routes.

Paul died in 2011, so by now I imagine little bits of him have been
ground into rock faces all over the world. I would have much preferred
to give him a Solemn Requiem and laid his body to rest in consecrated
ground, but that would have been my wish, not his. People's last wishes,
I've come to believe, should be honored unless objective harm would
result. So I pray for the repose of his soul, and hope that his friends are
enjoying their climbing adventures with the aid of his earthly remains.
For each of you, I hope you will choose a less creative way for the
disposition of your body, when it comes time for that! I hope that time
does not come any time soon. But whether it comes today, tomorrow, or
decades from now, and whether the cause is COVID-19 or anything else,
I hope you will have done what you need to do to prepare for that
inevitability, because doing so is one of the most practical ways that
we can show our loved ones and the institutions that we support how
much we care.
I hope this letter finds you well. Nevertheless, memento mori.
Yours in Christ's way of love,
N.J.A. Humphrey+
XIV Rector
P.S. As always, I would love to hear from you. You can be in touch
by email at rector@saintjohns-newport.org, or, to make an
appointment, please visit rector.youcanbook.me.

Congratulations!

Welcome to Matthias Panayiotis Cook, born in Saginaw, Michigan on
Friday, March 27, 2020!
Matthias is the grandson of Bill & Duenna Karner, son of their daughter,
Catherine. Look at those smiles! Congratulations!

This Sunday: Palm Sunday Online

St. John's will be live-streaming Palm Sunday at 9:00 a.m. this Sunday
morning (note the earlier time), followed by a virtual Coffee Hour at
11:00 a.m. Don't worry! We don't expect the service to last for two hours
(it will be shorter than the in-person service, in fact), but we figured
you'd appreciate a little break in between. You can watch Sunday
morning's service live at:
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/SaintJohnsNewport/live
Remember -- You don't need a Facebook account to watch!
Website: http://saintjohns-newport.org/
After the live video has ended, it will be saved to our Facebook page and
website as well. To view all of our recent live-streams, click here.
To "connect" at virtual Coffee Hour after the service, join us at 11:00
a.m. on Zoom. There's nothing to download and you don't need a
Zoom account or to sign up or register for anything. Simply click the
link below!
On Zoom:
Sunday, April 5, at 11:00 a.m.
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/360380207

Meeting ID: 360 380 207
That's it! We hope to "see" you this Sunday!

Holy Week Online

We will stream Holy Week services on Facebook Live. Please note the
following dates and times:
Thursday, April 9: Maundy Thursday at 7:00 p.m.
Friday, April 10: Good Friday at 7:00 p.m.
Saturday, April 11: The Easter Vigil at 7:00 p.m.

Sunday, April 12: Easter Day at 9:00 a.m.
Join us live on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/SaintJohnsNewport/live
Or on our website:
https://www.saintjohns-newport.org
You don't need an account to watch!

Spreading Inspiration

Volunteers, St. John's staff, and clergy are reaching out to help those in
need and brighten the spirits of those in our community who may be

feeling isolated. This week, staff and several volunteers sent hand-written
notes to some folks in our community through the St. John's Marshall
Initiative, which brings together volunteers and those in need. You can
sign up here: www.surveymonkey.com/r/GQZ7FS5, or send an email to
volunteer@saintjohns-newport.org.
Fr. Humphrey and the team are getting ready to roll out an initiative
to contact every active member, neighbor, and friend for whom we
have a phone number in our database. If you would like to volunteer
to join in this effort, please email volunteer@saintjohns-newport.org!
Have an idea? Drop a line to Director of Sustainability & Engagement
Kristin MacMannis at engagement@saintjohns-newport.org.
St. John's wants to let our People, Neighbors, Friends and wider
Community know, "We are here for you." This week, St. John's "spread
the Love" on social media with our "Way of Love" initiative, a series of
"Daily Practices of Love to Bring Light into Your Life."
Here are links to what we've been up to:
Yesterday, we encouraged folks to sign up for our Marshall Initiative:
https://bit.ly/349KwjI
On Wednesday Father Humphrey led prayer and meditation, inspired by
Abraham Joshua Heschel on Facebook Live, the video of which may be
found on the Facebook page or here: https://bit.ly/34aJiVb
On Tuesday, we shared a stained glass and Scripture lesson (see below)
from Director of Adult Christian Formation John Lord, who can be
reached at formation@saintjohns-newport.org:
https://bit.ly/2V5Y6Rc
On Monday, we shared the inspiring "Clap Because We Care" campaign,
when all of New York's five boroughs cheered on the health workers and
all of those who are putting themselves on the line in the coronavirus
crisis:
https://bit.ly/2xPk6HH
On Sunday, we shared Worship:
https://www.facebook.com/383594518322331/videos/672824930152093/

And on Saturday, Director of Music Peter Stoltzfus Berton shared some
inspirational music:
https://bit.ly/2Xb5BJ1
You can also catch the latest on our website at:
www.saintjohns-newport.org, and
http://saintjohns-newport.org/way-of-love/
Do you "love" what we're doing? Or not so much? It's OK, we'd love to
hear from you either way. Please be in touch at parishoffice@saintjohnsnewport.org.

Choir School News

Recently, some Choir and Piano families got a special delivery from Ray
O'Loughlin of Ray O'Loughlin Landscaping, and his teen daughter, who
brought lunches and breakfast bars to dozens of families across the City
of Newport!
Piano Program Coordinator Nikki Vazquez and Ray coordinated the
effort, as some of our families are having difficulty getting around, with
maxed-out resources, and this gesture crosses off at least one worry from
their long list of worries.
Ray said he wants to give back to the town he grew up in, and teach his
daughter the value of thoughtfulness.
Thank you, Ray!

The 2019-2020 Second Edition of the Program Book is here!
To check out our concert listings and to support our donors and
advertisers, you can pick up a copy at St. John's or download a copy
here.
Thank you for all your help in gathering and showing community
support for our programs!
Please note: Dates and times subject to change. Please check our event
listings in the Evangelist, on our website or Facebook page, or contact
the parish office at parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org or (401) 8482561 to double-check dates and times.

Light a Shrine Candle

Although the Church and Guild Hall are
closed to visitors because of the COVID
crisis, Fr. Humphrey invites you to light a
candle for a loved one.
To do so, text Father at (401) 500-0042 or
email Father at rector@saintjohns-newport.org
with a request to light a candle If texting, be
sure to include your name, as Fr. Humphrey
may not have your phone number in his
contacts.

Let Fr. Humphrey know whether to light a candle at the St. Mary's shrine
or the St. John's shrine (or both!).
Include any intention you are comfortable sharing and indicate whether it
is public or private. Public prayers will be added to our published weekly
list.
Fr. Humphrey is happy to send you a photograph or two of your candle
and the shrine, just be sure to let him know. You can then forward these
photos as you see fit and post them to social media, tagging
@SaintJohnsNewport.
This past week, we had our first taker: Kathy Woodruff, now of Berkley,
Massachusetts, asked Fr. H. to light a candle in memory of her aunt
Connie O'Neill, who was buried from this church last year. We all loved
Connie, who came every week with her niece, and miss Kathy and look
forward to her visiting us when that's possible again!

Candle Dedication

The Sanctuary Lamp Candle above the High Altar is
dedicated to the Glory of God and in prayer for John.

The Sanctuary Lamp Candle above the Altar in the
Chapel of the Blessed Sacrament is dedicated to the
Glory of God and in prayer for Stephanie.
To arrange to dedicate a candle on a particular date, please be in touch
with the Parish Office at parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org.
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Art is a form of storytelling. At St. John's, our most cherished forms of
art are the historic stained glass windows that shine in the light and bring
us hope.
Today, we reflect on The Call of James & John, in hopes that by reading
and reflecting on Scripture, we draw near to God, and God's word dwells
in us.
This is the large window above the entrance to St. John's on Washington
Street. It is referred to as the Calling of James and John. James and John
are in the boat on the Sea of Galilee with their father, Zebedee, mending
nets, when Jesus walked by and called them. They left their father and

followed Jesus. Standing behind Jesus are Simon (Peter) and his brother
Andrew.
This story is told in the Gospels of Matthew 4:18-22, Mark 1:16-20, and
Luke 5:4-11. Each story has a different take on the details of this event,
but all agree on the fact that Jesus invited them to join him. They left
what they were doing and followed.
In Mark 3:17 we learn that Jesus referred to James and John as the "Sons
of Thunder," there is no explanation for this nickname.
You can reach John Lord, director of Adult Christian Formation, at
formation@saintjohns-newport.org.

Service Details
Sunday, April 5
Palm Sunday
Virtual Service on Facebook Live
Public worship is cancelled, but our service itself isn't!
Please visit us on Facebook Live at
https://www.facebook.com/SaintJohnsNewport/live
at 9:00 a.m. Sunday for a (shorter) Mass,
with pre-recorded organ and choral music streamed
as a part of the service.
PLEASE NOTE THE EARLIER HOUR OF 9 A.M.!
You can download the program book here or click the
image below.

This week's intercessions are included in the booklet and are
here as well. (Please note that the most up-to-date prayer
requests are listed in the booklet):

Support St. John's
Stewardship is a year-round commitment, and we thank you for your
investment in our present and in our future, but above all, thank you
for simply showing up (when you're allowed to!) and being who you
are.

In this time in particular, the Diocese is encouraging parishes to
highlight to our supporters and parishioners how easy it is to set up
an automatic payment directly from your bank account to the
church. If you don't already give online, please consider contacting
your financial institution to arrange for automated repeating gifts.
Doing so will give everyone some measure of peace of mind in these
troubling times.
Thank you for supporting us in prayer when you are unable to be with
us, and for the love that you give in so many ways, of which St. John's is
merely one recipient and conduit among many.
If you would like to support St. John's with a donation, please click here.
To give by text message:

And always, thank you for your generous support!

The Zabriskie Memorial Church of Saint John the Evangelist

The Choir School of Newport
County

