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We are ready for you at St. John's!

Tonight: Good Friday at 7:00 p.m.
https://www.facebook.com/SaintJohnsNewport/live
Tomorrow: The Great Vigil at 7:00 p.m.
https://www.facebook.com/SaintJohnsNewport/
This Sunday, April 12: Easter Sunday at 9:00 a.m.
https://www.facebook.com/SaintJohnsNewport/live
Watch on Facebook (you don't need an account),
or on our website at saintjohns-newport.org
Join us for (virtual) Coffee Hour after Easter!
We miss you, too, and look forward to seeing you!
On Zoom:
Sunday, April 12 at 11:00 a.m.
There's nothing to download and you don't have to sign in or sign up for anything.
Just click the link below:
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/229019525?
pwd=MXdRNjR6VENSWnkvMWhmMk1VNE5Ddz09Â
Meeting ID: 229 019 525
Password: 068523

How to reach Father Humphrey:
By phone: 401-500-0042
By email: rector@saintjohns-newport.org
By phone appointment: rector.youcanbook.me

BUILDING CLOSED; CHURCH DEPLOYED

The St. John's Church building is closed to the public until further notice,
as are all Episcopal churches in the Diocese of Rhode Island. We are sad
about this directive, but of course are doing our utmost for the health and
safety of all. As one priest said on a conference call with the bishop,
"The Church is not closed. The Church is deployed."
The office remains open, albeit remotely, and Fr. Humphrey will still
stream Sunday's Mass from the locked church via Facebook Live
(This Sunday: Easter Day at 9:00 a.m.). The Bishop has personally
directed Fr. Humphrey that he and his family are the only people now
allowed to be in the building when services are streamed. We will have
pre-recorded music from Chris Scott's archives, sliced and diced by
Peter Berton, however, so tune in and tune up!
Despite the building closure, virtual access also is being provided to
the shrines of St. John and St. Mary. For details, see the "Light a
Shrine Candle" announcement near the bottom of this long edition of the
Evangelist!

A Letter From Father Humphrey
Beloved People, Neighbors, and Friends of St. John's,
This has certainly been a Holy Week to remember, and we are only

halfway through it! St. John's is not known for its cutting-edge,
innovative worship, but we have certainly had to adapt a few things
while maintaining the essence of who we are. This applies not just to
liturgy and music but across the board. In fact, our Director of
Administration, Melanie Ventura (note the new title reflecting her
increased responsibilities) created an internal email list for the program
staff: pivot@...!
"Pivot" has been the watchword ever since the Vestry and Staff met via
Google Hangouts on Sunday, March 15, a day that will live in infamy for
the fact that we did not have Mass that Sunday, but we did have a Vestry
meeting! In the midst of our dislocation, Director of Sustainability &
Engagement Kristin MacMannis gave an amazing presentation on what
St. John's needed to do to "pivot" in response to the "new normal," for
however that abnormal normal should last. The following Tuesday at our
first Staff meeting, we laid the groundwork for our Way of Love
initiative, using Facebook and our website as our primary means of
communication, with tie-ins to our Friday Evangelist email, other emails,
and, as soon as we could pivot to it, an old-fashioned outreach effort via
telephone, a technology that is so old we are having to relearn how to use
it effectively for ministry! Kristin set the ambitious goal of calling every
member, neighbor, and friend in our database, which at last count was
313 individuals in 212 households! If you would like to join us in this
effort, please email volunteer@saintjohns-newport.org.
For just under a month now, I've been thinking and praying about how
what I've often referred to in my letters as "our common life" can be
lived in common in this uncommon time. And yet, is this time really that
uncommon? Is it really as abnormal as it feels? Within barely living
memory the history of the 1918 influenza pandemic now casts a longer
shadow over our civilization than we thought it did barely two years ago
when we formally commemorated the centenary of that plague.
History itself is littered with the victims of "plague, pestilence, and
famine," as our Great Litany refers to this unholy trinity of death and
destruction. And surely it is the height of American hubristic
exceptionalism to think that, aside perhaps from the "recent
unpleasantness" of the AIDS crisis, we have been spared from more
sweeping public health disasters such as Ebola or the Ethiopian famine,
both in far-off Africa. The only thing that is abnormal about this
situation is that it is happening to us. We are used to being the
dispensers of aid and mercy; to the aforementioned continent from which
we first abducted slaves to build our empire; to Haiti after an earthquake

led to an outbreak of typhus. But we are not used to being in need of aid
and mercy, unless of course we already found ourselves among "those
people" striken with AIDS in the 1980s before it became everyone's
concern.
On social media, my friend Adam Bond, who works (among many other
sidelines) in communications for Trinity Church, Princeton wrote,
I keep hearing this isn't normal.
This is actually very normal. It took me a little while to fully
realize that. It's the most normal thing in our long history on
this despoiled earth. Devastatingly routine. What is utterly
aberrant, completely abnormal, in fact, is the incredible security
we've enjoyed for as long as we have, such impressive
preservation from pestilence in a society that has forgotten
plague so well it has popular activist movements that reject the
sciences that made it so. Nothing is abnormal in this.
Adam's reflection had me asking myself, "If it is so that nothing is
abnormal in this except for our unwarranted sense of security, what
lessons might we draw from history, and, in Holy Week, from the
history of Christianity in particular?"
Because I have many other tasks to attend to today prior to our Good
Friday observance at seven o'clock this evening, I will not treat you to a
disquisition on this topic. (Try to contain your feelings of
disappointment; don't worry, my pontifications will resume in due
course.)
Instead, I will obliquely address this question of history by noting that
earlier today, a service of the "Veneration of the Crown of Thorns" was
broadcast from the ruins of Notre Dame Cathedral in Paris. Usually, this
ceremony is held in a packed cathedral with many clergy and prelates.
This morning, the entrance procession included the archbishop fully
vested, but in construction worker boots and a hardhat rather than a
mitre.
Thankfully, he was able to remove the hardhat for the liturgy itself, but
the soloist and violinist were in Hazmat suits. Even if you don't know
French (as my wife does, having lived there for a time), the video cannot
fail to impress.

Vénération de la Sainte Couronne d'épines à Notre-Dame de Paris

At first, I could only figure out how to turn on the French closed
captioning (which is helpful to me, as the French seem to pronounce
only about half of their letters on average, and knowing a bit of Latin
makes reading French somewhat easier than listening to their elegant
elisions). If you're not a Latinist or a fracophone and you're on a desktop
computer, float your mouse over the bottom of the video as it plays and
click the CC icon. French subtitles will appear. Then click on the gear
icon next to it and click on subtitles in the menu. You will get a list of
languages to choose from. Choose your favored lingua franca, and voilà!

Even aside from the words, these contemporary images cannot fail to
impress. But what makes them impressive to me is the fact that the
cathedral itself was built in, and then presided over, an age of routine
plagues, pestilences, and famines. Construction began in 1163 and was
completed in 1345, a mere three years before the Bubonic Plague
reached Paris in 1348, killing a third of the inhabitants . Imagine how
many stoneworkers who had labored over that edifice were laid to rest in
its shadow only a few years after its completion.
So the ultimate answer to the question of what St. John's should do to
pivot in light of the current health crisis is: Do what the people and
clergy of Notre Dame de Paris have always done. Worship and adore
God in Christ Jesus in the power of the Holy Spirit. Minister to the sick,
the friendless, and the needy in Jesus' name. Bury the dead, or at least
plan on doing so once the bishop allows funerals to take place again.

Proclaim the Word and pray for the day when we can again celebrate the
Sacraments and have more than four communicants who are all related to
each other!
But should we abandon the work that we began
together in 2013? Should we postpone until some
indefinite, more "secure" future the work it will take
to accomplish the vision that was articulated just
last year, when we celebrated the (merely) 125th
anniversary of the consecration of the Zabriskie
Memorial Church building? Did the clergy and
people of Notre Dame neglect their great
monument to the glory of God? Did they suddenly
realize that the admittedly urgent needs of the present moment should
dissuade them from looking to the future?
Last year, as we all know, the cathedral suffered a catastrophic fire the
day after Palm Sunday Three days before the Triduum, the people of
Paris and the world were deprived of one of the greatest jewels of
Christian art, architecture, and culture. But more than that. Notre Dame
was not simply a museum of the past but a living, breathing church of the
present, whose leadership since then has demonstrated that they will
indeed have a future. Of course, Notre Dame is fortunate to have many
friends throughout the world, while St. John's relies on a much smaller
base of support, albeit with an international flavor, as well. But though
we are comparatively puny and unimportant, we are here, both in the
Point neighborhood of Newport and online, and we intend to continue
what we have been doing in carrying out our mission and ministry, come
what may. So if we can help it, we will not let St. John's crumble. Not
because we value our buildings more than our people, but because it is
our physical presence in the heart of the Point that makes everything
we do for people possible in the first place!
So what does it mean to pivot at St. John's? It simply means learning
how to minister to each other's needs with the resources we have as
effectively as possible until we can gather again and rebuild our common
life just as communities of faith like Notre Dame have done for
centuries, today, tomorrow, and, eventually, for eternity.
Yours in Christ's way of love,
N.J.A. Humphrey+
XIV Rector

P.S. As always, I would love to hear from you. You can be in touch
by email at rector@saintjohns-newport.org, or, to make an
appointment, please visit rector.youcanbook.me.

Good Friday, The Great Vigil & Easter

We will stream Holy Week services on Facebook Live. Please note the
following dates and times:

Friday, April 10: Good Friday at 7:00 p.m.
Download the Program Book here.
On Facebook Live: facebook.com/SaintJohnsNewport/live
On our website: http://saintjohns-newport.org

Saturday, April 11: The Easter Vigil at 7:00 p.m.
On Saturday, April 11, at 7:00 p.m. on Facebook and on our

Website: The Great Vigil of Easter will consist of an archival
recording of a much-abridged version of last year's Easter Vigil with
a video slide show of images from our archives.
Fr. Humphrey will offer a brief meditation and the service will end in
darkness as we await the joy of Easter Day. This will allow those
who cannot join us at 7:00 p.m. to watch and meditate on this Vigil
liturgy at their convenience wherever they are in the world. If you
have a candle and it is safe to do so, you may wish to light it as you
watch the slide show and listen to the recording in a darkened room.
Download the Program Book here.
On Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/SaintJohnsNewport/
On our website: http://saintjohns-newport.org

Sunday, April 12: Easter Day at 9:00 a.m.
On Sunday, April 12, at 9:00 a.m. on Facebook Live and on our
Website: Easter Day will be live-streamed from the church. Join us
for a joyful celebration. If you have a bell, find it and ring it during
the Gloria in excelsis!
Download the Program Book here.
On Facebook Live: facebook.com/SaintJohnsNewport/live
On our website: http://saintjohns-newport.org

You don't need an account to watch!

Paschal Candle Dedication

The Paschal Candle is dedicated by Clint Dempsey in
loving memory of Alma Mae Dempsey and Theodora
Shaw.

Spreading Inspiration

Volunteers, St. John's staff, and clergy are reaching out to help those in
need and brighten the spirits of those in our community who may be
feeling isolated. This week, staff and several volunteers sent handwritten notes to some folks in our community through the St. John's
Marshall Initiative, which brings together volunteers and those in need.
You can sign up here: www.surveymonkey.com/r/GQZ7FS5, or send an
email to volunteer@saintjohns-newport.org.
Fr. Humphrey and the team are getting ready to roll out an initiative
to contact every active member, neighbor, and friend for whom we
have a phone number in our database. If you would like to volunteer
to join in this effort, please email volunteer@saintjohns-newport.org!
Have an idea? Drop a line to Director of Sustainability & Engagement
Kristin MacMannis at engagement@saintjohns-newport.org.
St. John's wants to let our People, Neighbors, Friends and wider

Community know, "We are here for you." This week, St. John's "spread
the Love" on social media with our "Way of Love" initiative, a series of
"Daily Practices of Love to Bring Light into Your Life."
Here are links to what we've been up to:

Yesterday, we asked for your recipes as part of a special surprise we're
cooking up:
https://bit.ly/3edUIw4
On Wednesday, Father Humphrey led prayer and meditation on "Truth,
Love, Abuse, Reconciliation, Enemies, Prayer, and Jesus' last words
from the cross" on Facebook Live, the video of which may be found on
the Facebook page or here: https://bit.ly/2UZGR1K
On Tuesday, we shared a stained glass and Scripture lesson (see below)
from Director of Adult Christian Formation John Lord, who can be
reached at formation@saintjohns-newport.org:

https://bit.ly/2JXt5K2
On Monday, we shared our letter writing campaign, at top and here:
https://bit.ly/39Yny08
On Sunday, we shared Worship:
https://bit.ly/3eeTDEc
And on Saturday, Director of Music Peter Stoltzfus Berton shared some
inspirational music:
https://bit.ly/3c9ZaKE
You can also catch the latest on Facebook at:
https://www.facebook.com/SaintJohnsNewport/
and on our website at:
www.saintjohns-newport.org, and
http://saintjohns-newport.org/way-of-love/
Do you "love" what we're doing? Or not so much? It's OK, we'd love to
hear from you either way. Please be in touch at parishoffice@saintjohnsnewport.org.

Choir School News

Rhode Island Chorister Festival

It seems like months ago that we were able to sing together, though it has
been just four weeks since we closed the school for on-site activities on
March 16. Our online learning keeps us going but it is no match for the
real thing!
This week we received these photos and a video of our annual chorister
festival, held this year at Grace Church, Providence, on March 7 with 50
singers from four choirs participating. There is a video of the end of the
anthem from Evensong (which we had planned to sing for our Matins on
Mother's Day this year - to be rescheduled of course), as well as some
fun photos of the day.
Happy Easter!

Have you seen the 2019-2020 Second Edition of the Program Book?
To check out our concert listings and to support our donors and
advertisers, you can pick up a copy at St. John's or download a copy
here.
Thank you for all your help in gathering and showing community
support for our programs!
Please note: Dates and times subject to change. Please check our event
listings in the Evangelist, on our website or Facebook page, or contact
the parish office at parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org or (401) 8482561 to double-check dates and times.

Light a Shrine Candle

Although the Church and Guild Hall are
closed to visitors because of the COVID
crisis, Fr. Humphrey invites you to light a
candle for a loved one.
To do so, text Father at (401) 500-0042 or
email Father at rector@saintjohns-newport.org
with a request to light a candle If texting, be
sure to include your name, as Fr. Humphrey
may not have your phone number in his
contacts.

Let Fr. Humphrey know whether to light a candle at the St. Mary's shrine
or the St. John's shrine (or both!).
Include any intention you are comfortable sharing and indicate whether it
is public or private. Public prayers will be added to our published weekly
list.
Fr. Humphrey is happy to send you a photograph or two of your candle
and the shrine, just be sure to let him know. You can then forward these
photos as you see fit and post them to social media, tagging
@SaintJohnsNewport.
This week, Fr. Humphrey lit candles in memory of Alma and for safety
for Ron. Last week, Kathy Woodruff, now of Berkley, Massachusetts,
asked Fr. H. to light a candle in memory of her aunt Connie O'Neill, who
was buried from this church last year. We all loved Connie, who came
every week with her niece, and miss Kathy and look forward to her
visiting us when that's possible again!

Candle Dedication

The Sanctuary Lamp Candle above the High Altar is

dedicated to the Glory of God and in prayer for John.
The Sanctuary Lamp Candle above the Altar in the
Chapel of the Blessed Sacrament is dedicated to the
Glory of God and in prayer for Stephanie.
To arrange to dedicate a candle on a particular date, please be in touch
with the Parish Office at parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org.
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Art is a form of storytelling. At St. John's, our most cherished forms of
art are the historic stained glass windows that shine in the light and bring
us hope.
Today, we reflect on the Last Supper of Jesus and his disciples, in hopes
that by reading and reflecting on Scripture, we draw near to God, and
God's word dwells in us.
You can read about this meal in all four Gospels: Matthew 26:17-30,
Mark 14:12-26, Luke 22:7-39, and John 13:1-30.
Our window illustrates the principle events: the bare feet of the disciples
and the jug of water speak to Jesus washing his disciples' feet, the figure
in the upper center leaving recalls the departure of Judas and his
betrayal, and Jesus holding the cup and extending his hand in blessing

recall our central act of worship, Holy Eucharist.
The grapes and wheat in the lower panels refer to the bread (this is my
Body) and wine (this is my Blood) of the Last Supper. The top panel
featuring the Crown of Thorns and the Nails of the Crucifixion foretell
the coming events of Good Friday.
Call to Action: Share a smile with the community and enjoy all the
smiles around us! Leave a photo of someone smiling in the comments
section on our Facebook page.
You can reach John Lord, director of Adult Christian Formation, at
formation@saintjohns-newport.org.

Service Details
Virtual Services on Facebook
Public worship is cancelled, but our service itself isn't!
Please visit us on Facebook Live at 7:00 p.m. at
Good Friday, April 10, at 7:00 p.m.:
https://www.facebook.com/SaintJohnsNewport/live
The Great Vigil, April 11, at 7:00 p.m.:
(Note: Not a Facebook "Live" stream, but a post on our
Facebook page)
https://www.facebook.com/SaintJohnsNewport
Easter Sunday, April 12 at 9:00 a.m.:
https://www.facebook.com/SaintJohnsNewport/live

Join us for Coffee Hour at 11 a.m. after Easter Mass!
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/229019525?
pwd=MXdRNjR6VENSWnkvMWhmMk1VNE5Ddz09
Meeting ID: 229 019 525
Password: 068523
Click Below to Download the Program Books:

This week's intercessions

Support St. John's
Stewardship is a year-round commitment, and we thank you for your
investment in our present and in our future, but above all, thank you
for simply showing up (when you're allowed to!) and being who you
are.

In this time in particular, the Diocese is encouraging parishes to
highlight to our supporters and parishioners how easy it is to set up
an automatic payment directly from your bank account to the
church. If you don't already give online, please consider contacting
your financial institution to arrange for automated repeating gifts.
Doing so will give everyone some measure of peace of mind in these
troubling times.
Thank you for supporting us in prayer when you are unable to be with
us, and for the love that you give in so many ways, of which St. John's is
merely one recipient and conduit among many.
If you would like to support St. John's with a donation, please click here.
To give by text message:

And always, thank you for your generous support!

The Zabriskie Memorial Church of Saint John the Evangelist

The Choir School of Newport
County

