The Evangelist
March 15, 2020

We are ready for you at St. John's!
Monday through Friday: Morning Prayer at 8:30 a.m. & Evening Prayer at 5:30 p.m.
Feast Days & Special Services as announced.
Confessions by appointment.

The St. John's Adult Choir sings the Mass today; the Boy and Girl
Choristers next sing three times in Holy Week: Palm Sunday, Maundy
Thursday and Easter Day. The Mass Setting is "Mass for Four
Voices" by William Byrd (c. 1539-1623).

A Letter From Father Humphrey
Dear People, Neighbors, and Friends of St. John's,
I'm pretty sure you and I would both prefer it if my Friday letter were not
about COVID-19 and the coronavirus pandemic, or "Coronavirageddon,"
as our Parish Administrator, Melanie Ventura, has taken to calling it. (I
commend her neologism for its edifying apocalyptic associations.) But
since one doesn't get to minister in a time of plague just any day,
some deeper reflection is called for on this subject as we approach
the Third Sunday in Lent.
If, like me, you have spent the past week up to your mucus membranes
in emails, news reports, and social media on this subject, you will not
need me to repeat what has been put more plainly and eloquently so
often elsewhere. On the off chance that you have been self-quarantining
in a cave somewhere and are behind on the latest public health updates
as they relate to Rhode Island, I do hope you will take some time to
become au courant by visiting the Rhode Island State Department of
Health webpage devoted to all things Coronavirageddon at:
https://health.ri.gov/diseases/ncov2019/.

Lest you think by my characteristically light tone that I am not
taking this public health crisis seriously enough, allow me to assure
you all that I am well-aware that sound leadership is required at a
time like this. And I intend, to the best of my ability, to provide that
leadership in consultation with your lay leaders and my colleagues
on the staff.
Truth is, I have spent quite a lot of time in prayer, study, and
consultation, and have come to several provisional principles and
policies that are subject to change as the situation on the ground
changes. Many of them were informed by a conference call that the
clergy of this diocese had on Thursday night with Bishop Nicholas
Knisely, whose pastoral letter you will find below. Many of you know
that in addition to being a person of deep faith, Bishop Knisely is also a
man of hard science, though as a physicist by training he does not claim
any advanced knowledge in epidemiology. However, as a bishop who is
also a scientist (or a scientist who is also a bishop), he impressed upon us
the need to pay attention to "facts, not fear." He quoted his colleague in
the New England Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, Bishop
Hazelwood, who said his motto is "Facts, not fear. Clean hands, open
hearts." I couldn't agree more.
Bishop Knisely also made the important point that clergy must take
care to ensure that we do not deprive the laity of "agency" in this
time of crisis. That is, we should trust you to think for yourselves
and make the right decisions based on your own unique
circumstances, rather than try to decide everything on your behalf.
In like manner, the bishop is modeling this by communicating that in our
local contexts he trusts the judgment of his clergy, in consultation
with their vestries and other lay leadership, to decide upon weighty
matters such as whether to cancel public worship, and if so, for how
long. (The answer for us, as you will see below, is that we do not
believe closing is warranted at this time.) In this our bishop was
demonstrating what theologians call subsidiarity, a concept that has its
origins in Roman Catholic social teaching and which has influenced
political science, ecclesiology, and ecumenical dialogue.
According to the omniscient Wikipedia, "Subsidiarity is an organizing
principle that matters ought to be handled by the smallest, lowest or
least centralized competent authority. Political decisions should be
taken at a local level if possible, rather than by a central authority. The
Oxford English Dictionary defines subsidiarity as the idea that

a "central authority should have a subsidiary function, performing
only those tasks which cannot be performed effectively at a more
immediate or local level."
We have seen this principle at work in the way that the World Health
Organization, various sovereign nations, the Centers for Disease Control,
and state and local heath departments have responded to this crisis. And
while sometimes we think it might be better if we simply had a topdown, one-size-fits-all "solution" imposed upon us from above, such
as the Chinese government was able to do once it realized the magnitude
of the problem facing Wuhan Province, most of the time such
measures fail to take into account the specific needs of communities
and particular individuals within those communities. Certainly, we
should all follow common-sense norms, policies, and procedures, what
in public health parlance is often called "universal precautions," as well
as comply with any additional directives the authorities deem necessary.
But we must beware of implementing sweeping policies that, while
well-intended, mainly have the emotional impact of spreading fear
and panic faster than any strain of influenza itself could possibly
travel. Anxiety is more contagious in times like these than the actual
illness that leads to the anxiety.
And so local leaders and the communities they serve must be willing to
wrestle with many of these questions for themselves, and we at St. John's
must do likewise. Otherwise we communicate the toxic notion that our
churches, schools, and local governments are incompetent to address
these challenges. Certainly, in some ways, the local level is ill-equipped
to face certain complications that can only be handled by higher
authorities. But we should always hesitate to remove the freedom to
think and act based upon some notion that other people know better.
They might, or they might not. In any event, we cannot absolve
ourselves from the duty to take responsibility for our own actions by
relying on others to do the thinking for us.
Reflecting on these and other ideas that were sparked by our conference
call with the Bishop, the image of a hurricane came to mind. St. John's
sits right across the street from the Narragansett Bay, after all, and many
of us remember Superstorm Sandy. A few hearty souls, mostly eight
o'clockers, still remember the 1938 Hurricane, back before Hurricanes
were given Christian names by the World Meteorological Organization.
When there is a hurricane or a blizzard or a even a simple rainstorm or

snowfall, depending on the severity the national, state, or local
authorities will step in and issue guidance and directives within their
sphere of authority. But until they do so, we are always counselled to
take necessary precautions. The magnitude of these precautionary
measures may differ for each person or community. For instance, you
might be fit enough to tramp through high winds, pelting snow, or
driving rain to get somewhere like church, and then again, you might not
be. It might be wise for you to drive at night in a rainstorm. Then again,
it might not be. The responsibility of leaders is to discern which
measures we should counsel, which measures we should implement,
and which measures we should mandate.
The difference in discerning what to do when a storm threatens to
strengthen into a hurricane versus when an influenza outbreak has turned
into a pandemic is that we can't simply look out the window to judge
the local conditions. All the more reason to rely on facts reliably
gathered and synthesized, and then offered up to God in prayer.
So now that I've given some sense of the underpinnings of my
thinking and my praying, here's where I've ended up, for the time
being, at least:
1. We will continue to keep our regular public worship
schedule unless higher authorities dictate otherwise.

2. We will scrupulously abide by all the directives and godly
counsel of the Bishop of Rhode Island.

3. We will not neglect the needs of the poor, the sick, the
hungry, the homebound, and the vulnerable -- and we will
simply keep in touch with each other, whether we are well or
ill.
As to the first and second points:
If you are sick, belong to a vulnerable category, or are a caretaker
for the sick or vulnerable, please stay home and engage in the study
of Scripture and prayer, and do all you can to keep a holy Lent with
those around you. The Bishop has referred us to the diocesan website
a t https://www.episcopalri.org/worship-at-home/ for some resources for
those of us who choose to or who must remain at home. Know that

those of us who do feel capable of gathering will keep you in our
prayers as we maintain our normal round of worship for as long as it
is advisable to do so. But be assured: If anyone among your clergy,
altar servers, musicians, choir members, ushers, lectors, or others we
rely on to help us in our worship feels sick or counts himself or
herself in any way vulnerable, I expect that person not to soldier on,
but to take a much-needed rest. And that will apply to me, as well,
though so far I remain in good health (knock on wood). In years past it
has not been unusual for me to get a Holy Week cold, for instance, and if
I do come down with one this year, I will put a Plan B into place so that
our community life is not disrupted if possible, but also not exposed to
my cooties.
As most everyone knows by now, "social distancing" of at least six
feet has been recommended. As I noted last week: Our church is large
enough and our average congregation at each service is small enough
that you can claim plenty of space for yourself and your loved ones
in the church if you do decide to come! I also tend to think that the
more Anglo-Catholic you are, the more social distancing comes naturally
to you. So live into that inner "Spike" (as the Brits call Anglo-Catholics)
and feel free to be as undemonstrative as you like at the Peace . I'm
even considering putting the Pax at the fraction, where it used to be for
all Masses under the old Roman Rite, just as we still do at a Requiem.
The Celebrant, facing East, breaks the consecrated Host, and rather than
chanting or saying, "Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us,"
imparts the Peace without turning around, to which the people give the
customary reply, and then we all immediately launch into the Prayer for
Humble Access. No muss, no fuss. Heaven for introverts. This Sunday,
we will keep the Peace in its normal position, but I will be watching
those of you who will take the risk of coming to church on Sunday at
the Peace, and if you are too warm and friendly, I will really have to
get liturgically Old School on you starting on Rose Sunday.
Per the Bishop, we will no longer pass the peace, the plate, or the
common cup. Communion will be distributed in one kind only, the
wafer, so if you have any theological questions about this, read up on the
doctrine of concomitance. Offering plates will be available on stands, so
please do continue to bring (or mail in) your filthy lucre, which we
still desperately need. And when it comes time for communion, we will
have a standing station rather than kneel at the altar rail as usual.
(For those of us who prefer the rail, the standing station will be an
especially appropriate Lenten discipline!) I will station myself at the top
of the chancel steps and face the altar to communicate (in the hands) any

choir and servers who wish to partake before descending to the base of
the chancel steps and face the nave to distribute the bread to the people.
It will all be quite brisk, hygienic, and efficient, I'm sure.
Sacramental grace will be dispensed at lightning speed. I pray it will
even go viral as you go out into the world to love and serve the Lord
and each other.
We will continue to fast from Coffee Hour until further notice, but we
will also continue to encourage fellowship in the church after the
organ voluntary at the end of the service.
As to the third point:
We do not have a well-developed system for checking in on each
other, so now is as good a time as any to devise one. John Lord has
volunteered to take this on with anyone else who might have some
good ideas for doing so. If you would like to help John in this corporal
work of mercy, please be in touch with him at jglord@hotmail.com.
Until something formal is up and running, I encourage those of you
who would normally go to church but have elected to stay home for
any reason whatsoever simply to check in with me by email:
rector@saintjohns-newport.org, or call or text me at 401-500-0042. It
doesn't have to be a long epistle like this one, though you should feel free
to share what's going on with you and yours in depth. Otherwise, a
simple "I'm OK" or "I'm not feeling well today" will suffice. The
important thing is to keep in touch. And while you're at it, please let
me know if there's anyone who is checking in on you so we either
don't need to worry about you or can arrange for someone to do so
at least by phone or email.
I was flattered that former Presiding Bishop Frank Griswold called this
afternoon simply to check in on me, though he needn't have used the
pretext of wanting some contact information for Bishop Knisely. All
joking aside, although I wasn't, I'm sure, his primary concern at that
moment, he does have impeccable manners combined with a genuine
pastoral concern. He asked after my family and all of you. You may
recall that he preached at my institution as your (fourteenth) rector on
August 15, 2016, memorable among many other reasons for being the
hottest day I've ever spent in church. Bishop Griswold assures you all of
his prayers for St. John's in this time of uncertainty as we live by faith,
hope, and love.

Although this letter has of necessity been one of my longer missives (I
can assure you I am eager to get back to briefer reflections), I hope that
thinking with me about the implications of leadership, personal
responsibility, care for each other in Jesus' name, and the intention
to keep a holy Lent wherever you may be on Sunday has been of
some value to you (and not as boring as my sermons). If you've made it
this far, either in reading or in simply staying alive and relatively
well, congratulations. As another retired bishop likes to sign off, " I
hope you're having an appropriately miserable Lent." I certainly am!
Until I see you again, I am,
Yours in Christ's service,
N.J.A. Humphrey+
XIV Rector
P.S. In case you hadn't already figured it out for yourself, I will not
be going to Israel March 18-28. But the good news is that it is only
postponed, not canceled, so I await the announcement of the next
dates.
P.P.S. I would love to hear from you. You can be in touch by email
a t rector@saintjohns-newport.org, or, to make an appointment,
please visit rector.youcanbook.me.

A Letter from Bishop Knisely

Pastoral Letter
March 12, 2020
Dear People of God,
It has been many years since we have been confronted with a situation
like we are this weekend due to the spread of the COVID-19 virus. Yet
the people who came before us managed this sort of thing and came
through it. We will too. We are supported by prayer, by the presence of

the Holy Spirit in our midst and by our love of one another.
We are in a state-declared medical emergency. We are also people who,
through our baptism, have put our faith and hope in Jesus and the
powerful love of God. We are called to live fearless lives - and not to be
careless of others. Please be attentive and follow the directions of the
Health Department and other authorities.
I am writing to let you know that I have been in communication with the
clergy of this diocese and directed them to make some changes in our
regular worship, and I have made it clear that I support the decisions they
make along with you in how best to respond to this emergency. Some of
our communities have decided it is best to close their building for a few
weeks. Some are going to continue to hold services, though with
modifications.
In an effort to keep people safe - both our neighbors and ourselves - I am
directing that Holy Communion be distributed as bread only for the
duration of the emergency. I have told the clergy that if they are not
feeling well, they are not to serve at the altar. I've also made some
recommendations about keeping our distance from each other at the
peace, not passing the offering plates, and about coffee hour.
I ask that you, too, be careful if you are not feeling well. Please let us
know so that we can provide pastoral support and care as best we can
and pray for you.
Please be in touch with your neighbors. Please reach out to those who
are alone. A phone call and a listening heart can do wonders to help.
In our congregations there may be people who need to stay home right
now because they are at risk. Please think about how we can help them.
If we don't have contact information, it would be good to gather and
share that now.
I believe in the power of prayer, especially when people of faith join
their united voices and lift their concerns to God. I ask you to join me in
prayer that this moment will pass quickly, that the vulnerable and those
in danger will be protect-ed and that we may be a sign of hope to our
communities.
We have posted resources for prayer and worship at home on the
diocesan website (www.episcopalri.org). Prayers for the sick may be
found on pages 458-460 in The Book of Common Prayer.

I commend this prayer, adapted from one written by Bishop Thomas
Brown of Maine:
Jesus Christ, you traveled through towns and villages "curing every
disease and illness." At your command, the sick were made well. Come
to our aid now, in the midst of the global spread of the coronavirus. Heal
those who are sick with the virus; may they regain their strength and
health through quality medical care. Heal us from our fear, which
prevents nations from working together and neighbors from helping one
another. Be present with those in authority who are making hard
decisions. Support the medical professionals, emergency responders and
our caregivers. In your name Je-sus we pray. Amen.
May the God who is Love itself, the one in we put our trust, and who is
the ground of our hope, be with you today and always.
+Nicholas
You can download Bishop Knisely's letter here.

Advisory

We're giving up Coffee Hour for Lent, but if you're well, we still hope to
see you in Church!
Having sought the advice of the Bishop and the Vestry, I have
determined that due to the Coronavirus epidemic and the fact that we
cannot guarantee food safety at the level recommended by the Centers
for Disease Control, we will not be providing refreshments at Coffee
Hour. In the meantime, we will enjoy each other's company by having
fellowship in the nave after the closing organ voluntary. Of course,
should the situation on the ground change, we will institute additional
appropriate precautionary measures.
In the meantime, frequent handwashing with soap and water is the best
way to prevent infection or the spread of disease. In addition, hand
sanitizer will be available in the church.
Diocesan guidelines recommend that at the Peace, physical contact be
avoided. The best way to signal this is to hold your hands behind your
back as you smile and nod to each other, or to hold up your hand
forming a V-shaped peace sign.

Likewise, I will be giving up shaking hands after the service for Lent,
though I still want to touch base with each of you and greet you
personally during fellowship time in the nave after the organ voluntary.
As for Communion, the Bishop has mandated that clergy distribute the
consecrated bread only. Consecrated wine will remain on the altar during
distribution for Eucharistic Adoration. Distribution will be by standing
stations rather than the altar rail.
These and additional precautions as announced will certainly make for a
more penitential-feeling Lent!
Unless you are ill in a vulnerable demographic, or a caregiver, I still
encourage you not to neglect public worship. If you are still going out in
public, going to church is probably less risky than going to a restaurant
or the grocery store, and often healthier for both the body and the soul!
But if you are ill or feeling as if you might be coming down with
something, of course, please do feel free to stay home, and let the office
know so that we can put you on the prayer list and I can follow up with
you.
Otherwise, I look forward to seeing you in church!

This Weekend

Saturday, March 7, 5:00 p.m.
Diocesan RSCM Music Festival Evensong,
Grace Church, Providence

Combining several Rhode Island choirs trained through the curriculum of
the Royal School of Church Music, including the Professional Choristers
of The Choir School of Newport County, this daylong annual event for
50-plus voices culminates in a public service at 5 o'clock, with a
reception following.

Upcoming Events & Special Services
Wednesdays in Lent
Although Lenten suppers have been canceled because of Diocesan
cautions about the coronavirus based on CDC guidelines, all are invited
to participate in Evening Prayer, Low Mass & Stations of the Cross,
from 5:30-6:00 p.m. on Wednesdays throughout Lent.
In addition, John Lord, who was to lead our Lenten program before it got
canceled, offered the following suggested readings and conversation for
those who would like to participate on their own:
St. John's Lenten Series 2020 - Second Session
Parables of Warning
Suggested Readings:
Matthew 21:28-22:14, Mark 12:1-12, Luke 20:9-19)
These readings relate parables Jesus told his disciples in the days
leading up to his crucifixion. They are referred to as parables of
warning. All three synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark, & Luke) tell
us that Jesus repeated a line from Psalm 118, "The stone that the
builders rejected has become the cornerstone." (Ps 118:22)
What is a cornerstone? What do these passages say to you? How do
these parables add to your understanding of Jesus' thoughts?
Have a conversation about what you comes to mind about these
Gospels either with a friend, a family member, or a neighbor either
in person, by phone, or by internet.

Holy Week & Easter at St. John's, April 5-12
Palm Sunday, April 5: Procession & Solemn High Mass at 9:45 a.m.
All are invited to join the triumphant procession along Washington Street
to the historic 1894 Zabriskie Memorial Church of St. John the
Evangelist, with hymns led by a trumpeter. The service will be sung by
the Professional Choristers of The Choir School of Newport County and
the St. John's Adult Choir. Free parking is available on the street in the
neighborhood, as well as in the garage at the Newport Visitors Center, 23
America's Cup Avenue, Newport, RI 02840, conveniently located near
Storer Park and a short walk to St. John's. In case of inclement weather,
the service will begin in the church at 10:00 a.m.
The Triduum Sacrum
Maundy Thursday, April 9: Solemn Mass at 6:30 p.m. with the Adult
Choir and Professional Choristers; Church open all night.
Good Friday, April 10: Solemn Liturgy at 6:30 p.m. with the Adult
Choir.
Holy Saturday, April 11: The Great Vigil of Easter at 7:30 p.m., with the
Adult Choir joined this year by the clergy, choir, and people of St.
Matthew's, Jamestown. The Great Vigil of Easter is the single most
important service of the Christian Year, and amongst the most ancient
liturgies of the Church, documented as far back as the year 215 A.D.,

and believed to be apostolic in origins, that is, dating back to the
communities founded by the twelve apostles of Jesus. All participants
are invited to bring hand bells, securely wrapped, which will be rung
with great joy at the proclamation of Easter.
Easter Day, April 12: Procession & Festival High Mass at 10 a.m., with
the Adult Choir, Professional Choristers, tympani, and trumpet.
Note: there will be no Low Mass on Easter Sunday.

NOTICE
Classes continue in the Guild Hall until further notice. St. John's is
following state Health Department guidelines and those of the
Episcopal Diocese of Rhode Island. Exercise helps build immunity!
However, when taking classes in the hall, please practice "social
distancing" - that is, maintain more than 6 feet of distance between
participants.

Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m., the St. John's Guild Hall
Zumba Gold classes starting March 10
Zumba Gold, a less intense version of traditional Zumba, is being held in
the St. John's Guild Hall on Tuesday nights.
Instructor Angel Luis Gonzalez will lead the class at the Guild Hall at St.
John's. Angel is also the owner of The Platinum House jewelry store on
Thames Street's Swinburne Row, and teaches Zumba at the Naval War
College as well. Angel is an amazing instructor and this is a fun class.

The charge is $6.00 per person, per class.
There has been much research done recently on the amazing benefits of
dance for all ages, so tell your friends!

Easter Flowers

Please look for these envelope in your service booklet or at the front or
back of the church if you would like to contribute in a loved one's
memory or honor to the Glory of God and the decorating of the church
for Easter. Or, i f you have a Realm account, you can also log in to
https://onrealm.org/StJohnEvangelist/Give and select "Flowers" from the
drop-down menu.

As in past years, we will only spend
as much money on Easter flowers as
we have on hand, so it is never too
early to make a donation to the
Flower & Church Decorating Fund.
In addition, it is the Rector's policy
not to engage the services of a
florist without first securing at least
a half-dozen volunteers to help in
the decoration of the church and an
equal number to assist in cleaning
up the church after Easter.
Our past "undecorating parties"
have been a great success, with lots
of fellowship and fun, and
participants in our upcoming
decoration efforts can be assured
that they will receive all necessary
direction and materials. You don't
have to know anything about
flowers; you simply have to be a
cheerful helper.
Our first anticipated decorating event on "Palm Saturday," will be on
April 4 from 9-1. Other possible dates are Wednesday in Holy Week,
April 8, and Holy Saturday during the day, April 11. If you are
interested, please be in touch with the parish office at
parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org.

Low Masses
There will be a Low Mass in the Chapel of the Blessed Sacrament
immediately following Evening Prayer at 5:30 p.m. on each Wednesday
in Lent: March 4; March 11; March 18; March 25, and April 1.

Wednesday, March 25: Low
Wednesday, March 18: Low Mass for the Annuciation of the
Blessed Virgin Mary.
Mass for the Eve of St. Joseph.

Saint Michael's Conference

Registration is open for the Saint Michael's Conference, a retreat for high
school and college youth in the Anglo-Catholic tradition that will be held
Sunday, July 26, through Wednesday, August 1, at the Holy Family
Retreat Center in West Hartford, Conn.

You can download the brochure here and register here.
If the registration fee poses any hardship, registrants should email Fr.
Humphrey at rector@saintjohns-newport.org to inquire about available
full and partial scholarships.

Console Project: UPDATE
Our completed new console in the wiring workshop in Michigan will be
ready as scheduled to come to us later this month. However, delays in a
supply chain for another console in the same shop (also with a pre-Easter
delivery), and recent surgery of an installation employee banned from
flying for the next 10 days, would move installation too close before
Easter to allow a comfortable margin for troubleshooting should any be
necessary. Rather than risk not having a fully functioning instrument for
Holy Week services, we have rescheduled delivery and installation for
the week following Easter.
We know that a major capital improvement project many years in the
planning and a year in the execution will not be marred by a slight delay;
what will endure will be the quality and integrity of the installation, and
the inspiring music it will make possible for generations to come.

Choir School News

The Choir School is poised to expand in 2020 by hiring a Managing
Director to partner with Artistic Director Peter Stoltzfus Berton. It is not
a requirement that the Managing Director have any musical skills, simply
a love of music and a heart for children.
The Managing Director position will be 32 hours a week on average.
Please see the full job description here for complete details, and feel free
to circulate it widely!
Applicants should submit a resume and cover letter addressed to Marvin
Abney, Board Chair pro tempore, at office@thechoirschoolri.org. The
application period will remain open until the position is filled.
In addition to a new staff person, The Choir School is always looking for
volunteers to help with our growing programs. If interested in joining
our team, please email office@thechoirschoolri.org to set up an
informational interview.

The 2019-2020 Second Edition of the Program Book is here!
To check out our concert listings and to support our donors and
advertisers, you can pick up a copy at St. John's or download a copy
here.
Thank you for all your help in gathering and showing community
support for our programs!
Please note: Dates and times subject to change. Please check our event
listings in the Evangelist, on our website or Facebook page, or contact
the parish office at parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org or (401) 8482561 to double-check dates and times.

Now Recruiting for Piano Lessons

RISCA Grant awarded; new partnership announced
The Choir School has received a grant of $3,000 from the Rhode Island
State Council on the Arts to further its piano lesson outreach program.
Lessons will be held this fall in a new satellite location in addition to St.
John's!
On Mondays, piano students will take lessons, and have homework
help/activities while waiting for their lessons, at the brand-new Creative
Communities Collaborative space located in the Florence Gray Center at
1 York Street. If you know a child who could benefit from this
opportunity, act now! Word of mouth is by far the best way of reaching
new students, and has brought us the students we now have.
To participate, contact Nikki Vazquez, Piano Program Coordinator, at
choirpianolessonsri@gmail.com today!
To download a flier, please click here, or email this link to a friend for
an online registration form.

Candle Dedication

The Sanctuary Lamp Candle above the High Altar is
dedicated to the Glory of God and in prayer for John.
The Sanctuary Lamp Candle above the Altar in the
Chapel of the Blessed Sacrament is dedicated to the
Glory of God and in prayer for Stephanie.
To arrange to dedicate a candle on a particular date, please be in touch
with the Parish Office to make sure the date is free. If you would simply
like to dedicate any of the above candles on the next available date, write
which candle and its dedication in the memo line of your check and put it
in the offering plate. Questions? Contact parishoffice@saintjohnsnewport.org.We hope you are enjoying the many gifts this season gives
us, please check this space for updates soon.

Sunday School

We have been discussing the meaning of the Lenten season, the
important dates we honor within it, the symbols we use to signify
specific meaning, and the things we can do in our personal lives to bring
deeper meaning to the season. The younger children weren't fully sure
about Ash Wednesday...feeling someone could have come up with a
better entrance into the season than wearing holy ashes on our
foreheads!
A few children defined the season by "giving something up" without
understanding why we set specific intentions. Now this season will
surely be a more meaningful one for the children. We were very excited
to bring two symbols, the pretzel and the butterfly, to you all by making
pretzels and butterfly cookies for coffee hour one week during Lent.
Given our temporary hold on Coffee Hour, we will wait on that, but don't
be surprised if you come to Coffee Hour in June and see the snacks there.
You will know what they mean!
Jenn & Sybille

For Adults & Older Youth
Rector's Tuesday Book Study
The Rector's Book Study will next meet on
Tuesday, March 17, at 9:00 a.m. in the Rector's
Study in the Guild Hall, where discussion will
continue on Man is Not Alone: A Philosophy of
Religion by Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel.
See you then!

5th Sunday Food Drive
Please consider giving generously in the wake of
coronavirus restrictions that pose a disproportionate
hardship on families.

March is a 5th Sunday Food Drive month! Fifth Sunday Food Drives
benefit the MLK Center and take place every month in which there are -you guessed it! -- five Sundays. Donations, including nonperishable

food, toiletries, household cleaning supplies and gift cards, are collected
in reusable shopping bags, available in the church and Guild Hall, and
returned for delivery to the MLK Center at the end of the month.
Reusable bags with tags listing needed items at the MLK Center are
located on the Guild Hall stage and at the front and back of the church.
Please return filled bags to the lounge by Sunday, March 29, and thank
you for your generosity!

Service Details
Sunday, March 15
The Third Sunday in Lent
Low Mass at 8 a.m.
Celebrant & Preacher: Fr. Humphrey

High Mass at 10:00 a.m.
Celebrant & Preacher: Fr. Humphrey
Click here for this week's program.
Lector: Lindsay Cohn (Exodus 17:1-7)
Ushers: Walter & Mary Lou Chase (8 a.m.)
Michael Payton and Chris Schillaci (10:00)
Coffee Hour:
No Coffee Hour in Lent due to caution about the Coronavirus.
Acolyte positions available:
Just come to the Sacristy and we'll be glad for your help!

Many thanks to all our altar servers! You, too, can volunteer to
serve
as an acolyte. It's easy; just email Fr. Humphrey at:
rector@saintjohns-newport.org

Calendar

Support St. John's
Stewardship is a year-round commitment, and we thank you for your
investment in our present and in our future, but above all, thank you
for simply showing up and being who you are, for supporting us in
prayer when you are unable to be with us, and for the love that you give
in so many ways, of which St. John's is merely one recipient and conduit
among many.
If you would like to support St. John's with a donation, please click here.
To give by text message:

And always, thank you for your generous support!

St. John's Welcomes You!

For those requiring special accessibility for wheelchairs, walkers, or
other access, please note, we have one reserved space in our parking lot
opposite 25 Willow St., Newport, for those with a disabled parking
permit; during special events, we also have limited parking along Willow
Street in front of our wheelchair ramp.
To arrange wheelchair or other special access during a service or event,
please alert an usher before the service for access via our ramp, at our
doors along Willow Street. Since these doors must remain open while
the ramp is in use, the ramp is not a permanent setup, especially in the
wintertime, so please let us know when you need it so that we may set it
up for you.
And for Coffee Hour and other social receptions and events in the Guild
Hall, please note, there is access to the Guild Hall via a (permanent)
ramp at the kitchen door. The door to the kitchen is normally unlocked
on Sundays; if you should find the door locked, please let someone inside
the hall know, and they will happy to assist you by opening the door
from the inside.
You may also arrange access in advance by calling or emailing the parish
office at (401) 848-2561 or parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org.

Now Hear This!

St. John's is equipped with a loop system for hearing aids. A loop system

provides a magnetic, wireless signal that is picked up by your hearing aid
and which greatly reduces background noise,
competing sounds, reverberation and other
acoustic distortions. To activate, simply set
your hearing aid to "T" for T-coil (telecoil).

The Zabriskie Memorial Church of Saint John the Evangelist

The Choir School of Newport
County

