The Evangelist
February 16, 2020

We are ready for you at St. John's!
Monday through Friday: Morning Prayer at 8:30 a.m. & Evening Prayer at 5:30 p.m.
Feast Days & Special Services as announced.
Confessions by appointment.

A Letter From Father Humphrey
Dear People, Neighbors, and Friends of St. John's,
Happy St. Valentine's Day! I always add the "St.," because like St.
Patrick's Day, the cultural traditions that have arisen surrounding this
secular holiday are rooted in the church's calendar.
On Facebook amongst us churchy types, one will often see memes like
this:

This refers to the legends around the early Roman martyr, Valentine, as
this video briefly describes:

Of course, if you look at the calendar of the Episcopal Church, you will
see that we no longer celebrate this day as the feast day of that saint, as
this meme reminds us:

So perhaps it's more appropriate of me to wish you all a happy feast of
St. Cyril & St. Methodius, who evangelized the Slavs and invented the
precursor alphabet of "Cyrillic," the modern Russian alphabet named in
his honor. To my knowledge, however, there are no romantic customs
associated with the celebration of these two monastic bishops of the
ninth century.
The Christian calendar is a veritable pilgrimage through history. In my
last parish, we had enough priests to celebrate Mass twice a day every
weekday, and we observed every "lesser feast." At St. John's, we only
celebrate Prayer Book Holy Days, that is, major feasts of the apostles
and other early Biblical saints such as St. Matthias (whose feast day will
be observed on Tuesday, February 25), as well as of the major events in
the life, death, and resurrection of Our Lord. So I miss the daily tour
through history that celebrating the "lesser feasts" afforded. Perhaps if
we could afford another priest, we could do that, but for now, at least, we
will have to content ourselves with the major feasts only, with an
occasional nod to local observances, such as Charles Chapman Grafton
(August 30), the saintly Bishop of Fond du Lac, Wisconsin, in whose
honor Grafton House on campus is named.
Just as the Christian calendar is a sort of pilgrimage, the Stations of the
Cross in the Church function as a pilgrimage for those attending that
devotion in Lent. It will again be offered every Wednesday after 5:30
p.m. Evening Prayer and Low Mass, as well as at noon on Good Friday.
While some of you are making that virtual pilgrimage along the Via
Dolorosa, I will be making that pilgrimage in real life. Thanks to the
generosity of Fr. Michael Tessman, I will be accompanying him on a
pilgrimage to the Holy Land led by our friend Christopher Wells of the

Living Church Foundation between March 18 and March 28. The
itinerary may be found here.

The opportunity to go to Israel arose suddenly, as I was invited to
substitute for another member of the group who unfortunately had to
drop out, but it was an offer I couldn't refuse. I've never been to the Holy
Land, and everyone I know, lay and ordained, testifies that such a
pilgrimage adds new dimensions of meaning to one's faith journey. I am
fortunate that my new colleague in Newport, Della Wager Wells, the
priest-in-charge of Emmanuel, knows Jerusalem well, having spent a
year at St. George's College on a fellowship. She will be leading her own
pilgrimage there in November, and there is still space on that trip, as
well, as you will see below. Our own John Lord has already signed up
for the St. George's course, so there would be at least one other familiar
face if you decided to join Della and her friends.
Of course, accepting this invitation meant missing out on the middle of
Lent at St. John's, though I will only be away from the parish for one
Sunday, namely Rose Sunday, the Fourth Sunday in Lent. Rose Sunday
is one of my favorite Sundays of the year, but you will be in good hands
with Fr. Bill Locke, who has subbed several times for me before. He will
also be the Celebrant for Low Mass on the two Wednesdays in Lent I

will be missing: March 18, on which we will celebrate the Eve of the
Feast of St. Joseph, and March 25, the Feast of the Annunciation, both of
which, along with Rose Sunday, strike joyful notes in the middle of an
otherwise penitential season. So Fr. Locke gets all the fun stuff while I'm
gone. I do hope you will join him and the aforementioned John Lord,
who will be leading the Wednesdays in Lent series as you will see in
greater detail below.
Wherever we are in our journey of faith, whether at home or abroad, it is
wonderful to know that we are compassed about by a great cloud of
witnesses, the communion of saints, whose lives and deaths testify to the
life, death, resurrection, and ascension of Our Lord. I hope you will join
us in our Lenten pilgrimage. Yes, even Lent can be "Serious Fun™" if
by "fun" we mean the solemn joy we derive from fellowship with each
other in all times and seasons.
My plan right now is to continue to send my Friday letter even when I'm
in Israel on March 20 and March 27 as "dispatches from Jerusalem."
You can expect them to be briefer, but, I hope, more substantial. In the
meantime, I'll see you, I hope, in church, and if not, I hope we will stay
connected through other means until I see you again.
Yours in Christ's service,
N.J.A. Humphrey+
XIV Rector
P.S. I would love to hear from you. You can be in touch by email
a t rector@saintjohns-newport.org, or, to make an appointment,
please visit rector.youcanbook.me.

A Pilgrimage to the Holy Land

The Rev. Della Wager Wells of Emmanuel Church, along with the Rev.
Sunil Chandy, are leading a separate trip to Jerusalem from November 2
to November 16 through Christ Episcopal Church of Westerly
Presents: A Pilgrimage to The Holy Land: The Palestine of Jesus.
To learn more about the trip, click here, or you can download the
brochure here.

Upcoming Events & Special Services

Friday, February 21, at 6:30 p.m.
Hunchback of Notre Dame Silent Film Presentation, St. John's
Church
Opening with a comedy short starring Buster Keaton, this unique concert

moves on to the feature-length original 1923 silent film The Hunchback
of Notre Dame, with live organ accompaniment improvised by the
spectacular silent film artist Peter Krasinski of Boston. Krasinski, past
Dean of the Boston chapter of The American Guild of Organists, is
known internationally for his silent film accompaniments, and delighted
Newport in 2017 with his playing of this film at St. John's. We're
repeating it, given the immense outpouring of support and interest in
Notre Dame cathedral following its roof fire in April 2019. As part of the
film's "soundtrack," the Professional Choristers will sing pieces written
by past musicians at Notre Dame inserted at appropriate scenes, and the
church's tower bells will be rung to dramatic effect. A Newport Winter
Festival event. $10/$5 with Winter Festival bracelet. Proceeds benefit
Hook & Hastings Organ Restoration.
NEW: Listen to our radio spot here, and tune in to 95.9 Classical WCRI
Sunday, Feb. 16, from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m. for "Conducting Conversations"
with Mike Maino, interviewing Peter Stoltzfus Berton. "Conducting
Conversations," presented by Roberts Musical Instruments is an hour of
music and conversation with notable people in the local art community
every Sunday evening from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m., g iving you a behind-thescenes look at their background, interests, special projects, and how
music and the arts have impacted their lives.
You can listen live at FM 95.9, or stream it live at this page:
https://classical959.com/about.
Beginning Monday, Feb. 17, the show will be available as a podcast,
where
it
will
remain
for
several
weeks,
here: http://classical959.podbean.com
Check out our cool video about the event here or below:

Sunday, February 23, 11:45 a.m.
Sung Matins (Morning Prayer with Hymns & Choir)
A brief (about 30 minute) service of Sung Matins (Morning Prayer with
hymns and choir) will be offered at St. John's, 62 Washington Street in
the Point neighborhood of Newport, on Sunday, February 23 at 11:45
a.m. No incense, no communion, no sermon, no Coffee Hour following - "nothing for everyone," as Fr. Humphrey likes to say -- except glorious
music, timeless Scriptures, and majestic prayers. Come to church, enjoy
the late morning, then go out for brunch with your friends, or just get on
with your day. For those of you who love Coffee Hour, come to the

Guild Hall at 11:15 to mingle with the High Mass congregation before
slipping over for this contemplative and joyful service. Only six of these
are on the calendar for 2020, so don't miss out!

Wednesday, February 26, Noon & 6:30 p.m.
Ash Wednesday
The brief Noonday Mass is quiet and contemplative, with hymns, but
without incense. The 6:30 Solemn High Mass features the choir and
incense.
March 4, 11, 18 & 25, and April 1, 5:30-8:30 p.m.
Wednesdays in Lent: Stories of Holy
Week
John Lord will lead participants through the
events leading up to and throughout Holy
Week as we take a Scriptural pilgrimage
with Jesus and his disciples. Participants are
invited to come to all or any portion of the evening. As with all our
offerings, if you miss one, you can still attend the others. Volunteers are
needed to bring soup, bread, and salad. Please email
parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org to sign up for one or more of the
Wednesdays listed above. The schedule for this special program is as
follows:
5:30 Evening Prayer & Low Mass
6:00 Stations of the Cross
6:30 Soup & Salad Supper

7:00 Lenten Program Presentation & Discussion
8:00 Compline
8:15 Dismissal

Saturday, March 7, 5:00 p.m.
Diocesan RSCM Music Festival Evensong,
Grace Church, Providence
Combining several Rhode Island choirs trained through the curriculum of
the Royal School of Church Music, including the Professional Choristers
of The Choir School of Newport County, this daylong annual event for
50-plus voices culminates in a public service at 5 o'clock, with a
reception following.

Low Masses
There will be a low Mass in the Chapel of the Blessed Sacrament
immediately following Evening Prayer at 5:30 p.m. on the following
dates:

Wednesday, Feb. 19: Requiem for Sarah Morris Fish Webster
(Portrait by Carl A. Weidner, 1865-1906)
In 1915, Sarah Morris Fish Webster commissioned the famous
ecclesiastical architect Ralph Adams Cram to design the Chapel of the
Blessed Sacrament in memory of her beloved husband, Sidney Webster,
who had died in 1910. Ralph Adams Cram also designed Emmanuel
Church, Newport and the chapel of St. George's School in Middletown,
not to mention Saint Thomas Church on Fifth Avenue in New York
City, perhaps his most famous commission.
Upon Mrs. Webster's death in 1923, she bequeathed an endowment for
the
endowed the side chapel so that it could be supplied with whatever it
needed -- vestments, frontals, candles, linens, even bread and wine, as
well as for the maintenance of the chapel itself -- a wise gift from which
we continue to benefit. This is why the side chapel is perhaps the best-

preserved part of our entire building. Parish lore has it that according to
the terms of Mrs. Webster's will, every year, on or near the anniversary
of their deaths, she requested that on May 30th (Sidney's) and February
16th (Sarah's), we celebrate Masses of Requiem in that chapel for the
repose of their souls.

Tuesday, February 25: Low Mass for St. Matthias
(transferred from Feb. 24)

Organ Console Update

Progress on our new organ console since the Annual Meeting photos

shows the addition of casework and jambs (hinged shelves of holes on
either side of the keyboards for the stop control knobs). The stained and
completed console furniture, including platform, pedalboard, and bench,
will be delivered on February 25 from its Ohio birthplace to a shop in
Michigan, where it will be outfitted with knobs, relay electronics,
lighting, and wiring. After testing, it is scheduled to arrive at St. John's
for installation mid-March.

Saint Michael's Conference

Registration is open for the Saint Michael's Conference, a retreat for high
school and college youth in the Anglo-Catholic tradition that will be held
Sunday, July 26, through Wednesday, August 1, at the Holy Family
Retreat Center in West Hartford, Conn.
You can download the brochure here and register here.
If the registration fee poses any hardship, registrants should email Fr.
Humphrey at rector@saintjohns-newport.org to inquire about available
full and partial scholarships.

Diocesan Leadership Day

Leadership Day 2020, a day of training, networking and collaboration, is
on Saturday, March 28, from 8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Workshops are offered to help Vestry members, Bishops Committee
members, Wardens, Treasurers and committee leaders, all be more
effective in their roles. All are encouraged to attend. Past participants
have found Leadership Day both informative and useful.
The event is free, and lunch is free if you register by March 23! To
register, click here.

Choir School News

The Choir School is poised to expand in 2020 by hiring a Managing
Director to partner with Artistic Director Peter Stoltzfus Berton. It is not
a requirement that the Managing Director have any musical skills, simply
a love of music and a heart for children.

The Managing Director position will be 32 hours a week on average.
Please see the full job description here for complete details, and feel free
to circulate it widely!
Applicants should submit a resume and cover letter addressed to Marvin
Abney, Board Chair pro tempore, at office@thechoirschoolri.org. The
application period will remain open until the position is filled.
In addition to a new staff person, The Choir School is always looking for
volunteers to help with our growing programs. If interested in joining
our team, please email office@thechoirschoolri.org to set up an
informational interview.

The 2019-2020 Second Edition of the Program Book is here!
To check out our concert listings and to support our donors and
advertisers, you can pick up a copy at St. John's or download a copy
here.
Thank you for all your help in gathering and showing community
support for our programs!

Now Recruiting for Piano Lessons

RISCA Grant awarded; new partnership announced
The Choir School has received a grant of $3,000 from the Rhode Island
State Council on the Arts to further its piano lesson outreach program.
Lessons will be held this fall in a new satellite location in addition to St.
John's!
On Mondays, piano students will take lessons, and have homework
help/activities while waiting for their lessons, at the brand-new Creative
Communities Collaborative space located in the Florence Gray Center at
1 York Street. If you know a child who could benefit from this
opportunity, act now! Word of mouth is by far the best way of reaching
new students, and has brought us the students we now have.
To participate, contact Nikki Vazquez, Piano Program Coordinator, at
choirpianolessonsri@gmail.com today!
To download a flier, please click here, or email this link to a friend for
an online registration form.

Candle Dedication

The Sanctuary Lamp Candle above the High Altar is
dedicated to the Glory of God and in prayer for John.
To arrange to dedicate a candle on a particular date, please be in touch
with the Parish Office to make sure the date is free. If you would simply
like to dedicate any of the above candles on the next available date, write
which candle and its dedication in the memo line of your check and put it
in the offering plate. Questions? Contact parishoffice@saintjohnsnewport.org.We hope you are enjoying the many gifts this season gives
us, please check this space for updates soon.

Sunday School

We hope you are enjoying the many gifts this season gives us, please
check this space for updates soon.
Jenn & Sybille

For Adults & Older Youth
Rector's Tuesday Book Study
The Rector's Book Study will next meet on
Tuesday, February 25, at 9:00 a.m. in the
Rector's Study in the Guild Hall, where
discussion will continue on Man is Not Alone: A
Philosophy of Religion by Rabbi Abraham
Joshua Heschel. See you then!

You're Invited

During Epiphany St. John's will join Episcopalians around the world in
the Good Book Club to read the Gospel of John. Each day throughout
Epiphanytide (January 6 - February 25), participants are invited to read
short passages of John's Gospel.
We continue to meet in the Guild Hall Lounge at 9:00 a.m. for
bagels/coffee and a discussion of the week's readings.
This is an opportunity to read one of the most beautiful and meaningful
books of the Bible and to share your thoughts and questions about it with
fellow parishioners.
Go to The Good Book Club for more information, resources, and the
daily reading list.

Service Details
Sunday, February 16
The Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany
Low Mass at 8 a.m.
Celebrant & Preacher: Fr. Humphrey

High Mass at 10:00 a.m.
Celebrant & Preacher: Fr. Humphrey

Click here for this week's program.
The sopranos and altos of the Adult Choir sing the Mass today; the
Boys and Girls next sing for The Hunchback of Notre Dame on
February 21, on Ash Wednesday, February 26, and for a diocesan
choir festival on March 7.
Lector: Lindsay Cohn (Deuteronomy 30:15-20)
Ushers: Walter & Mary Lou Chase (8 a.m.)
Chris Schillaci and Michael Payton (10:00 a.m.)
Coffee Hour: Walter & Mary Lou Chase (8:00 a.m.)
10:00 a.m. _____________________
When no hosts are listed, parishioners are encouraged to bring
something light to share. To volunteer to host coffee hour, including
this Sunday's, please email parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org.
Those who have never hosted before will be paired with an
experienced host if desired, with the goal in 2020 of widening the
circle of those who contribute to our fellowship time together after
High Mass.
Acolyte positions available:
Just come to the Sacristy and we'll be glad for your help!
Many thanks to all our altar servers! You, too, can volunteer to
serve
as an acolyte. It's easy; just email Fr. Humphrey at:
rector@saintjohns-newport.org

At a Glance

Saturday, Feb. 15
- 4:00 p.m.: Low Mass at Harbor House
Sunday, Feb. 16
-

8:00 a.m.: Low Mass
9:00 a.m.: The Good Book Club
10:00 a.m.: High Mass
Noon: Vestry Meeting

Monday, Feb. 17
Presidents' Day
- Parish Offices Closed
- No Morning or Evening Prayer
- No Centering Prayer
Tuesday, Feb. 18
- No Rector's Book Study
Wednesday, Feb. 19
- 8:30 a.m.: Morning Prayer
- 5:30 p.m.: Evening Prayer

5:45 p.m.: Sarah Morris Fish Webster
Requiem
Thursday, Feb. 20
- 8:30 a.m.: Morning Prayer
- 5:30 p.m.: Evening Prayer
Friday, Feb. 221
- 8:30 a.m.: Morning Prayer
- 5:30 p.m.: Evening Prayer
- 6:30 p.m.: Hunchback of Notre Dame

Support St. John's
Stewardship is a year-round commitment, and we thank you for your
investment in our present and in our future, but above all, thank you
for simply showing up and being who you are, for supporting us in
prayer when you are unable to be with us, and for the love that you give
in so many ways, of which St. John's is merely one recipient and conduit
among many.
If you would like to support St. John's with a donation, please click here.
To give by text message:

And always, thank you for your generous support!

St. John's Welcomes You!

For those requiring special accessibility for wheelchairs, walkers, or
other access, please note, we have one reserved space in our parking lot
opposite 25 Willow St., Newport, for those with a disabled parking
permit; during special events, we also have limited parking along Willow
Street in front of our wheelchair ramp.
To arrange wheelchair or other special access during a service or event,
please alert an usher before the service for access via our ramp, at our
doors along Willow Street. Since these doors must remain open while
the ramp is in use, the ramp is not a permanent setup, especially in the
wintertime, so please let us know when you need it so that we may set it
up for you.
And for Coffee Hour and other social receptions and events in the Guild
Hall, please note, there is access to the Guild Hall via a (permanent)
ramp at the kitchen door. The door to the kitchen is normally unlocked
on Sundays; if you should find the door locked, please let someone inside
the hall know, and they will happy to assist you by opening the door
from the inside.
You may also arrange access in advance by calling or emailing the parish
office at (401) 848-2561 or parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org.

Now Hear This!

St. John's is equipped with a loop system for
hearing aids. A loop system provides a
magnetic, wireless signal that is picked up by
your hearing aid and which greatly reduces
background
noise,
competing
sounds,
reverberation and other acoustic distortions. To
activate, simply set your hearing aid to "T" for
T-coil (telecoil).

The Zabriskie Memorial Church of Saint John the Evangelist

The Choir School of Newport
County

