The Evangelist
March 8, 2020

We are ready for you at St. John's!
Monday through Friday: Morning Prayer at 8:30 a.m. & Evening Prayer at 5:30 p.m.
Feast Days & Special Services as announced.
Confessions by appointment.

The St. John's Adult Choir sings the Mass today; the Boy and Girl
Choristers next sing three times in Holy Week: Palm Sunday, Maundy
Thursday and Easter Day. The Mass Setting is "Mass for Four Voices"
by William Byrd (c. 1539-1623).

Don't Forget to Spring Ahead!

Daylight Saving Time ends this Sunday, so don't be late to Mass!

A Letter From Father Humphrey
Dear People, Neighbors, and Friends of St. John's,
Coffee Hour is in the Episcopal DNA, so it felt like blasphemy to
cancel it last week due to the precautions urged upon us in light of
the potential public health threat posed by the coronavirus COVID19. It felt like we were over-reacting. One sage congregant remarked
that it reminded him of the panic many people felt at the beginning of the
AIDS crisis. I had to agree, though in this case we do know that COVID19 is spread the same way that common colds are spread, but unlike a
cold or even a bad case of the flu, this one is particularly virulent, and
potentially deadly, especially to vulnerable populations.
Of course, one of the Church's duties is to seek the well-being of all
people, but especially the vulnerable. The Great Litany that I chanted
last Sunday at High Mass (and will chant again this Sunday) puts it more
poetically than I ever could, giving voice to the cries of our hearts in
prayer. Consider these five petitions alone:
That it may please thee to preserve all who are in danger by
reason of their labor or their travel,
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.
That it may please thee to preserve, and provide for, all
women in childbirth, young children and orphans, the
widowed, and all whose homes are broken or torn by strife,
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.
That it may please thee to visit the lonely; to strengthen all
who suffer in mind, body, and spirit; and to comfort with
thy presence those who are failing and infirm,
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.
That it may please thee to support, help, and comfort, all
who are in danger, necessity, and tribulation;
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.
That it may please thee to have mercy upon all mankind;
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.

In short, we do what we believe we must in order to be faithful to each
other and to our neighbors, both near and far. But do we really need to
cancel Coffee Hour, without which it is all the more difficult to build up
the Church in love and fellowship?
It's important to recognize that there's an inherent tension between
the Church's call to fellowship and community on the one hand and
practicing what public health officials politely term "social
distancing" on the other (well-washed) hand. "Social distancing" may
be music to an introvert's ears, but even introverts know how important it
is to belong to a community of mutual support and service.

On Wednesday, the Living Church published an interview with Dr. Lisa
Gilbert, an infectious disease physician who served on the ground during
the Ebola crisis in Liberia. Dr. Gilbert says,
... On a personal level, the reason I don't want to get sick is
not because I think I would die. I think I'd do fine. But it is
for the sake of the common good...I don't want to
unknowingly transmit it to one of my vulnerable patients, or
to somebody at church or the store.
That's really the message I would like to see the
Church embrace -- understanding that we do all of these
protective measures -- social distancing, etc. -- for the sake
of the vulnerable. And it's an act of charity, of love , "for
the least of these. (Emphasis added.)
Does this mean that the most loving thing you can do is sleep in on

Sunday and skip out on church? You know me too well to think that I
would view such an option as faithful and loving. If you're ill, fine. I will
begrudgingly grant you a dispensation from Mass. But it's Lent, people,
and I want to hear you respond with feeling when I chant:
In all time of our tribulation; in all time of our prosperity; in
the hour of death, and in the day of judgment,
Good Lord, deliver us.
"Social distancing" does not mean "self-isolation," after all. So when
you do come this Sunday, while we still won't have Coffee Hour, I'm
going to encourage everyone to stick around in the nave after the organ
voluntary and catch up with each other, rather than simply fleeing back
home. I'm going to plant myself in the middle of the nave rather than
at the door, and you can avoid me if you like, or we can have a nice
conversation, taking care to avoid coughing and sneezing on one
another. I won't try to shake your hand, "cross my heart and hope to...."
-- well, I promise, anyway.
One choir member (it wasn't my wife, in case you thought I was being
sly there) suggested that if members of the choir don't immediately have
to head to the head, they might consider fanning out in the nave during
the voluntary, so that after it ends they can be sure to welcome visitors
and newcomers. The point is that we must find some way to balance
"social distancing" for the sake of the common good and fellowship
in service to the common good. I hope you will help me strike that
balance as we journey together this Lent.
All week, people have been forwarding along to me official edicts from
other rectors and bishops, as well as informative videos and think pieces
on the impact this public health alert is having on the economy. Most of
the parishes have cancelled Coffee Hour unless there have been
volunteers willing to wear gloves and to plate nibbles separately, as well
as pouring individual beverages rather than allowing common access to
the carafes and machines. Sadly, we don't have the luxury of
dedicated hospitality volunteers to do this, but if anyone is moved to
offer this ministry, I for one, would be incredibly grateful and
happy, despite my introversion, to reinstate Coffee Hour, either this
Sunday, if folks are willing to pull something together in time, or
whenever such plans can be brought to fruition with love in service
to the common good.
Because it really didn't feel right to have Mass without fellowship.

Coffee Hour is important, and I would be grateful if someone other
than the "usual suspects" in this community took the initiative to
demonstrate how important it is to you. Otherwise, we risk giving
the impression that, in reality, it isn't.
Yours in Christ's service,
N.J.A. Humphrey+
XIV Rector
P.S. I would love to hear from you. You can be in touch by email
a t rector@saintjohns-newport.org, or, to make an appointment,
please visit rector.youcanbook.me.

Advisory

We're giving up Coffee Hour for Lent, but we still expect to see you in
Church!

Having sought the advice of the Bishop and the Vestry, I have
determined that due to the Coronavirus epidemic and the fact that we
cannot guarantee food safety at the level recommended by the Centers
for Disease Control, we will not be providing refreshments at Coffee
Hour. Those of us who still wish to gather for fellowship may certainly
do so; I see no need for quarantine given that there have been no
reported cases in this area. Of course, should the situation on the ground
change, we will institute additional appropriate precautionary measures.
In the meantime, frequent handwashing with soap and water is the best
way to prevent infection or the spread of disease. In addition, hand
sanitizer will be available in the church.
Diocesan guidelines recommend that at the Peace, physical contact be
avoided. The best way to signal this is to hold your hands behind your
back as you smile and nod to each other, or to hold up your hand
forming a V-shaped peace sign.
Likewise, I will be giving up shaking hands after the service for Lent,
though I still want to touch base with each of you and greet you
personally.
As for Communion, until such time as circumstances dictate otherwise,
the common cup will still be available for those who want to partake.
However, Communion in one kind, that is, the wafer only, is perfectly
acceptable, but you must receive it in the hands. After consuming the
host, if you do not wish to receive the chalice, you may indicate this by
crossing your arms in an X over your chest, or simply return to your pew
as soon as you have consumed the Sacrament.
Since Communion will be distributed by the Celebrant in the hands only,
Communion ministers will no longer allow intinction (that is, dipping the
wafer into the wine) and will not place the host directly in your mouth.
These precautions will certainly make for a more penitential-feeling
Lent! While we are conforming to best practices as recommended by the
diocese, I do hope the "all clear" will be sounded before the end of Lent
and that we will all be able to get back to the normally safe level of
physical interaction and fellowship we are accustomed to enjoy.
Unless you are ill, I encourage you not to neglect public worship. If you
are still going out in public, going to church is probably less risky than
going to a restaurant or the grocery store, and often healthier for both the

body and the soul!
But if you are ill or feeling as if you might be coming down with
something, of course, please do feel free to stay home, and let the office
know so that we can put you on the prayer list and I can follow up with
you.
Otherwise, I look forward to seeing you in church!

Visiting Deacon
Deacon Daphne Noyes will be joining us
at High Mass on the Second Sunday in
Lent, this Sunday, March 8, so be sure to
"spring forward" so you don't miss her!
Fr. Humphrey is pleased to announce
that he has also invited Deacon Noyes to
serve on Palm Sunday, at the Great Vigil
of Easter, and on Easter Day. Deacon
Buck Close will be with us for Maundy
Thursday and Good Friday. Please give
her a warm welcome when you see her!
Daphne B. Noyes retired in January 2020 from her position as deacon at
the Church of the Advent in Boston, where she served since 2006. In
addition to her pastoral and liturgical responsibilities, she developed and
supervised a range of activities celebrating the parish's 175th anniversary
- arranging educational programs, creating commemorative items,
assembling displays of treasures from the archives - and initiated a
successful fund-raising drive for the Conservation Fund. She continues
to plumb the archives for stories, which appear regularly in "From the
Advent Archives" in the weekly bulletin, newsletter, and on the website,
and together constitute what she calls "a people's history of the Advent."
Deacon Noyes' tenure at the Advent overlapped for several years with
her work as a staff chaplain at the Massachusetts General Hospital,
where she was based in the Cardiac Surgical Intensive Care Unit,
providing support to patients, families, and staff. She was active on

several hospital committees including the Domestic Violence Working
Group, Patient Education Committee, Ethics in Clinical Practice, and
Inter-Disciplinary Advisory Committee, and received a Partners in
Excellence Award. The MGH is unique in having the first chapel in a
secular hospital, thanks to the efforts of Bishop William Lawrence
(1850-1941). For the Chapel's 75th anniversary in 2016, Deacon Noyes
was in charge of the celebration, a task which sent her deep into the
MGH archives to research the origins of spiritual care at the hospital and
resulted in Blessings and Consolations (blessingsandconsolations.net),
her occasional blog which explores the life and times of one of the
hospital's early patients, Federal Burt, a pastor from Durham, N.H.
She received formal theological education at Weston Jesuit School of
Theology, St. Vladimir's Summer Institute, and the Episcopal Divinity
School, from which she earned the Master of Arts degree in 1995, and
completed the Diocese of Massachusetts diaconal formation program,
rounded out with studies in narrative medicine, medical ethics, and
medical humanities.
Deacon Noyes contributed to Many Servants, Ormonde Plater's book on
the diaconate in the twentieth century. She has written for the Journal of
Pastoral Care; Cowley, the publication of the Society of St John the
Evangelist; Diakoneo, published by the Association for Episcopal
Deacons; and the MECA newsletter, as well as diocesan and hospital
newsletters. Her work as editor and publisher of the Assembly of
Episcopal Healthcare Chaplains newsletter was recognized with Polly
Bond Awards from Episcopal Communicators. She is a lifetime member
of the Association for Episcopal Deacons, and a member of the SSJE
Fellowship and the Society of Catholic Priests, which, despite its name,
also includes deacons as full members.

This Weekend

Saturday, March 7, 5:00 p.m.
Diocesan RSCM Music Festival Evensong,
Grace Church, Providence
Combining several Rhode Island choirs trained through the curriculum of
the Royal School of Church Music, including the Professional Choristers
of The Choir School of Newport County, this daylong annual event for
50-plus voices culminates in a public service at 5 o'clock, with a
reception following.

Upcoming Events & Special Services
Wednesdays in Lent
Although Lenten suppers have been canceled because of Diocesan
cautions about the coronavirus based on CDC guidelines, all are invited
to participate in Evening Prayer, Low Mass & Stations of the Cross,
from 5:30-6:00 p.m. on Wednesdays throughout Lent.
In addition, John Lord, who was to lead our Lenten program before it got
canceled, offered the following suggested readings and conversation for
those who would like to participate on their own:
St. John's Lenten Series 2020 - First Session
Cursing of the Fig Tree & Cleansing of the Temple
Suggested Readings:
Matthew 21:12-19, Mark 11:12-19, Luke 19:45-48
The Gospels recount that on Monday during Holy Week, after his

triumphant entry into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, Jesus visited the
Temple. On the way he passed a fig tree. These suggested readings
relate Jesus' actions in the Temple and his encounter with a fig tree.
Mark's Gospel frames the cleansing of the temple with the story of
the fig tree, as he enters and exits the temple. (This wrapping of one
story around another is a literary device called "intercalation" that
Mark uses four times in his Gospel.)
What questions come up for you when you read these three
accounts? Why do two of the Gospel writers incorporate the story of
the fig tree with the cleansing of the temple and how does that
enhance the narrative?
Whether it's in person, or by phone, by text, or over the internet,
consider having a conversation about what comes to your mind about
these Gospels. And feel free to share your reflections with Fr.
Humphrey, who will forward them on to me. In this way we can still
have a "virtual" Lenten program that is virtuous without being
virulent.

Holy Week & Easter at St. John's, April 5-12
Palm Sunday, April 5: Procession & Solemn High Mass at 9:45 a.m.
All are invited to join the triumphant procession along Washington Street

to the historic 1894 Zabriskie Memorial Church of St. John the
Evangelist, with hymns led by a trumpeter. The service will be sung by
the Professional Choristers of The Choir School of Newport County and
the St. John's Adult Choir. Free parking is available on the street in the
neighborhood, as well as in the garage at the Newport Visitors Center, 23
America's Cup Avenue, Newport, RI 02840, conveniently located near
Storer Park and a short walk to St. John's. In case of inclement weather,
the service will begin in the church at 10:00 a.m.
The Triduum Sacrum
Maundy Thursday, April 9: Solemn Mass at 6:30 p.m. with the Adult
Choir and Professional Choristers; Church open all night.
Good Friday, April 10: Solemn Liturgy at 6:30 p.m. with the Adult
Choir.
Holy Saturday, April 11: The Great Vigil of Easter at 7:30 p.m., with the
Adult Choir joined this year by the clergy, choir, and people of St.
Matthew's, Jamestown. The Great Vigil of Easter is the single most
important service of the Christian Year, and amongst the most ancient
liturgies of the Church, documented as far back as the year 215 A.D.,
and believed to be apostolic in origins, that is, dating back to the
communities founded by the twelve apostles of Jesus. All participants
are invited to bring hand bells, securely wrapped, which will be rung
with great joy at the proclamation of Easter.
Easter Day, April 12: Procession & Festival High Mass at 10 a.m., with
the Adult Choir, Professional Choristers, tympani, and trumpet.
Note: there will be no Low Mass on Easter Sunday.

Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m., the St. John's Guild Hall
Zumba Gold classes starting March 10
Zumba Gold, a less intense version of traditional Zumba, is coming to
the St. John's Guild Hall on Tuesday nights.
Instructor Angel Luis Gonzalez will lead the class at the Guild Hall at St.
John's. Angel is also the owner of The Platinum House jewelry store on
Thames Street's Swinburne Row, and teaches Zumba at the Naval War
College as well. Angel is an amazing instructor and this is a fun class.
The charge is $6.00 per person, per class.
There has been much research done recently on the amazing benefits of
dance for all ages, so tell your friends!
The first class starts on March 10. If you would like to take the class,
please let Anne Ramsey Cuvelier know, at uforrea3@gmail.com, so we
can gauge interest. Anne loves Zumba Gold and you will too!

Easter Flowers

Please look for these envelope in your service booklet or at the front or
back of the church if you would like to contribute in a loved one's
memory or honor to the Glory of God and the decorating of the church
for Easter. Or, i f you have a Realm account, you can also log in to
https://onrealm.org/StJohnEvangelist/Give and select "Flowers" from the
drop-down menu.

As in past years, we will only spend
as much money on Easter flowers as
we have on hand, so it is never too
early to make a donation to the
Flower & Church Decorating Fund.
In addition, it is the Rector's policy
not to engage the services of a
florist without first securing at least
a half-dozen volunteers to help in
the decoration of the church and an
equal number to assist in cleaning
up the church after Easter.
Our past "undecorating parties"
have been a great success, with lots
of fellowship and fun, and
participants in our upcoming
decoration efforts can be assured
that they will receive all necessary
direction and materials. You don't
have to know anything about
flowers; you simply have to be a
cheerful helper.
Our first anticipated decorating event on "Palm Saturday," will be on
April 4 from 9-1. Other possible dates are Wednesday in Holy Week,
April 8, and Holy Saturday during the day, April 11. If you are
interested, please be in touch with the parish office at
parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org.

Low Masses
There will be a Low Mass in the Chapel of the Blessed Sacrament
immediately following Evening Prayer at 5:30 p.m. on each Wednesday
in Lent: March 4; March 11; March 18; March 25, and April 1.

Wednesday, March 25: Low
Wednesday, March 18: Low Mass for the Annuciation of the
Blessed Virgin Mary.
Mass for the Eve of St. Joseph.

Saint Michael's Conference

Registration is open for the Saint Michael's Conference, a retreat for high
school and college youth in the Anglo-Catholic tradition that will be held
Sunday, July 26, through Wednesday, August 1, at the Holy Family
Retreat Center in West Hartford, Conn.

You can download the brochure here and register here.
If the registration fee poses any hardship, registrants should email Fr.
Humphrey at rector@saintjohns-newport.org to inquire about available
full and partial scholarships.

Diocesan Leadership Day

Leadership Day 2020, a day of training, networking and collaboration, is
on Saturday, March 28, from 8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Workshops are offered to help Vestry members, Bishops Committee
members, Wardens, Treasurers and committee leaders, all be more
effective in their roles. All are encouraged to attend. Past participants
have found Leadership Day both informative and useful.
The event is free, and lunch is free if you register by March 23! To
register, click here.

Choir School News

The Choir School is poised to expand in 2020 by hiring a Managing
Director to partner with Artistic Director Peter Stoltzfus Berton. It is not
a requirement that the Managing Director have any musical skills, simply
a love of music and a heart for children.
The Managing Director position will be 32 hours a week on average.
Please see the full job description here for complete details, and feel free
to circulate it widely!
Applicants should submit a resume and cover letter addressed to Marvin
Abney, Board Chair pro tempore, at office@thechoirschoolri.org. The
application period will remain open until the position is filled.
In addition to a new staff person, The Choir School is always looking for
volunteers to help with our growing programs. If interested in joining
our team, please email office@thechoirschoolri.org to set up an
informational interview.

The 2019-2020 Second Edition of the Program Book is here!
To check out our concert listings and to support our donors and
advertisers, you can pick up a copy at St. John's or download a copy
here.
Thank you for all your help in gathering and showing community
support for our programs!
Please note: Dates and times subject to change. Please check our event
listings in the Evangelist, on our website or Facebook page, or contact
the parish office at parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org or (401) 8482561 to double-check dates and times.

Now Recruiting for Piano Lessons

RISCA Grant awarded; new partnership announced
The Choir School has received a grant of $3,000 from the Rhode Island
State Council on the Arts to further its piano lesson outreach program.
Lessons will be held this fall in a new satellite location in addition to St.
John's!
On Mondays, piano students will take lessons, and have homework
help/activities while waiting for their lessons, at the brand-new Creative
Communities Collaborative space located in the Florence Gray Center at
1 York Street. If you know a child who could benefit from this
opportunity, act now! Word of mouth is by far the best way of reaching
new students, and has brought us the students we now have.
To participate, contact Nikki Vazquez, Piano Program Coordinator, at
choirpianolessonsri@gmail.com today!
To download a flier, please click here, or email this link to a friend for
an online registration form.

Candle Dedication

The Sanctuary Lamp Candle above the High Altar is
dedicated to the Glory of God and in prayer for John.
The Sanctuary Lamp Candle above the Altar in the
Chapel of the Blessed Sacrament is dedicated to the
Glory of God and in prayer for Stephanie.
To arrange to dedicate a candle on a particular date, please be in touch
with the Parish Office to make sure the date is free. If you would simply
like to dedicate any of the above candles on the next available date, write
which candle and its dedication in the memo line of your check and put it
in the offering plate. Questions? Contact parishoffice@saintjohnsnewport.org.We hope you are enjoying the many gifts this season gives
us, please check this space for updates soon.

Sunday School

Lent, we are ready for you! The last two weeks, we have been discussing
the meaning of the Lenten season, the important dates we honor within
it, the symbols we use to signify specific meaning, and the things we can
do in our personal lives to bring deeper meaning to the season. The
younger children weren't fully sure about Ash Wednesday...feeling
someone could have come up with a better entrance into the season than
wearing holy ashes on our foreheads!
A few children defined the season by "giving something up" without
understanding why we set specific intentions. Now this season will
surely be a more meaningful one for the children. We were very excited
to bring two symbols, the pretzel and the butterfly, to you all by making
pretzels and butterfly cookies for coffee hour one week during Lent.
Given our temporary hold on Coffee Hour, we will wait on that, but don't
be surprised if you come to Coffee Hour in June and see the snacks there.
You will know what they mean!
Jenn & Sybille

For Adults & Older Youth
Rector's Tuesday Book Study
The Rector's Book Study will next meet on
Tuesday, March 10, at 9:00 a.m. in the Rector's
Study in the Guild Hall, where discussion will
continue on Man is Not Alone: A Philosophy of
Religion by Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel.
See you then!

5th Sunday Food Drive

March is a 5th Sunday Food Drive month! Fifth Sunday Food Drives
benefit the MLK Center and take place every month in which there are -you guessed it! -- five Sundays. Donations, including nonperishable
food, toiletries, household cleaning supplies and gift cards, are collected
in reusable shopping bags, available in the church and Guild Hall, and
returned for delivery to the MLK Center at the end of the month.
Reusable bags with tags listing needed items at the MLK Center are

located on the Guild Hall stage and at the front and back of the church.
Please return filled bags to the lounge by Sunday, March 29, and thank
you for your generosity!

Service Details
Sunday, March 8
The Second Sunday in Lent
Low Mass at 8 a.m.
Celebrant & Preacher: Fr. Humphrey

High Mass at 10:00 a.m.
Celebrant & Preacher: Fr. Humphrey
Deacon: Deacon Daphne Noyes
Click here for this week's program.
Lector: Ann Boyer (Genesis 12:1-4a)
Ushers: Bill Bachus and John Garagliano (8 a.m.)
Chris Schillaci and Chris Moe (10:00)
Coffee Hour:
No Coffee Hour in Lent due to caution about the Coronavirus.
Acolyte positions available:
Just come to the Sacristy and we'll be glad for your help!
Many thanks to all our altar servers! You, too, can volunteer to
serve

as an acolyte. It's easy; just email Fr. Humphrey at:
rector@saintjohns-newport.org

Calendar

Support St. John's
Stewardship is a year-round commitment, and we thank you for your
investment in our present and in our future, but above all, thank you
for simply showing up and being who you are, for supporting us in
prayer when you are unable to be with us, and for the love that you give
in so many ways, of which St. John's is merely one recipient and conduit
among many.
If you would like to support St. John's with a donation, please click here.
To give by text message:

And always, thank you for your generous support!

St. John's Welcomes You!

For those requiring special accessibility for wheelchairs, walkers, or
other access, please note, we have one reserved space in our parking lot
opposite 25 Willow St., Newport, for those with a disabled parking
permit; during special events, we also have limited parking along Willow
Street in front of our wheelchair ramp.
To arrange wheelchair or other special access during a service or event,
please alert an usher before the service for access via our ramp, at our
doors along Willow Street. Since these doors must remain open while
the ramp is in use, the ramp is not a permanent setup, especially in the
wintertime, so please let us know when you need it so that we may set it
up for you.
And for Coffee Hour and other social receptions and events in the Guild
Hall, please note, there is access to the Guild Hall via a (permanent)
ramp at the kitchen door. The door to the kitchen is normally unlocked
on Sundays; if you should find the door locked, please let someone inside
the hall know, and they will happy to assist you by opening the door
from the inside.
You may also arrange access in advance by calling or emailing the parish
office at (401) 848-2561 or parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org.

Now Hear This!

St. John's is equipped with a loop system for
hearing aids. A loop system provides a
magnetic, wireless signal that is picked up by
your hearing aid and which greatly reduces
background
noise,
competing
sounds,
reverberation and other acoustic distortions. To
activate, simply set your hearing aid to "T" for
T-coil (telecoil).

The Zabriskie Memorial Church of Saint John the Evangelist

The Choir School of Newport
County

