The Evangelist
March 22, 2020

We are ready for you at St. John's!
Monday through Friday: Morning Prayer at 8:30 a.m. & Evening Prayer at 5:30 p.m.
Feast Days & Special Services as announced.
Confessions by appointment.

A Letter From Father Humphrey
Dear People, Neighbors, and Friends of St. John's,
My family and I watched "A Beautiful Day in the Neighborhood" this
past week, starring Tom Hanks. It gave Anne and me a hankering for a
dose of the real thing. Since the kids are on Spring Break (conveniently,
as it so happens, for purposes of quarantining ourselves), and had never
seen the real Mr. Rogers, we all sat down and watched the very first
(black and white!) episode of "Mister Rogers' Neighborhood." It has
been such an enjoyable thing to do in the middle of everything else
going on in the world. Some people might think this indulgence a form
of escapism, but it's exactly the opposite. Mr. Rogers' mission in life was
to give children (and adults) productive ways for handling their difficult
feelings.

The soothing cadences of Mr. Rogers' unique way of speaking have
taken root in my mind, I must admit. I am having internal dialogues with
him, and I'm not sure that's a good thing. Here is one:
Mr. Rogers:
I have feelings sometimes and I don't know
what to do with them. Fr. Humphrey, do you have feelings
like this?
Fr. H:
Yes, Mr. Rogers. The whole COVID-19
thing has made me think I'm not doing enough for other
people, not serving as well as I should. And that makes me
feel sad.
Mr. Rogers:
Well, Fr. Humphrey, have you spent your
time lounging around the house?
Fr. H:
Oh, no, Mr. Rogers! Peter Berton, and
Melanie Ventura, and Kristin MacMannis, and John Lord
and I have all been working very hard to pivot to a new way
of being the church in this crisis that's more than just a
liturgical response.
Mr. Rogers:
(Turns and looks directly into the camera.)
Children, do you know what "pivot" means? In this case, it

means to turn suddenly while not losing your balance.
(Turns back to me.) Well, if you are pivoting, you're not
doing nothing, are you?
Fr. H:

No, not at all.

Mr. Rogers:
I imagine if your mother were here, she
would be very proud of you.
Now that I've given you a (perhaps frightening) glimpse into my psyche,
I might as well pivot and tell you, in my own "voice," as it were, what
we've been up to this past week. As of today, we are introducing a set
of seven spiritual practices to St. John's and the wider community
known as the Way of Love. The concept is not original to us; the
Presiding Bishop's office developed materials that were unveiled at
General Convention in July, 2018 in Austin. You may have been to a
diocesan Way of Love event. You may even remember the little Way of
Love tracts I set out in the Narthex. But as a parish, we've been too busy
with other things to focus on what it means to live more intentionally as
a Jesus-centered community. Not that we have neglected the essentials of
Word and Sacrament and mutual pastoral care, but we have not as a
family of faith reflected together on the practices that nurture,
inform, and sustain our faith and our lives in the world. As much as
I wish this pandemic had never happened, it has given my staff and
me, and I hope it will give you, something valuable to participate in
over the weeks to come, whether we are self-quarantining, maintaining
social distancing, or (eventually) transitioning back to "normal" (or the
"new normal," whatever that looks like).
We've put together a handy chart to explain what we're planning on
doing every day for the foreseeable future:

I know, it's tiny on your screen right now, but you can download the fullsized PDF here.
This chart lays it all out for us. Of special note is the opportunity to
gather via Facebook Live on Wednesdays and Sundays, both at 10
a.m. Our first gathering will be very familiar to you: This Sunday, we
will do church more or less the way we're used to doing it, only
mediated by live streaming. There are many ways to participate, so
check out this helpful page to find the way that works best for you:
https://www.makeuseof.com/tag/how-to-watch-facebook-live/.
On Wednesdays, we will spend some time in prayer and with Scripture,
and the more people who participate, comment, and contribute to our
conversation, the better our experience. Or you can simply enjoy my
photogenic talking head! (I like to think that I have the bland good looks
of Mr. Rogers.)
Oh, and if you're joining us this Sunday, you'll want to have the PDF of
the service leaflet in front of you so you can follow along and sing the
hymns! You can find the leaflet both here and under "service
details" below. If you have a printer at home, it's probably easiest
simply to print it out. Or you can set up two windows on your computer
or use two different devices, your tablet for the leaflet and your desktop
or laptop for the service. Your smartphone will also work, though if you
have a flip phone or a rotary phone, you may encounter some technical

difficulties. Whether you're able to join us or not, know that you will
be in our prayers!
In any event, I look forward to walking with you as a fellow pilgrim on
the Way of Love.
Yours in Christ's service,
N.J.A. Humphrey+
XIV Rector
P.S. I am pleased to announce the appointment of John Lord, whom
I mentioned to Mr. Rogers above, as our new Director of Adult
Christian Formation, working on the same basis that Jenn Berton does
as Director of Chilren's Christian Formation! I meant to make a big deal
out of him this week, including a nice photo and a biographical sketch,
but we will have to put off celebrating his official joining of our team by
a week or so. I don't think he minds too much...
P.P.S. As always, I would love to hear from you. You can be in touch
by email at rector@saintjohns-newport.org, or, to make an
appointment, please visit rector.youcanbook.me.

A Letter from Bishop Knisely

Pastoral Letter
March 12, 2020
Dear People of God,
It has been many years since we have been confronted with a situation
like we are this weekend due to the spread of the COVID-19 virus. Yet
the people who came before us managed this sort of thing and came
through it. We will too. We are supported by prayer, by the presence of

the Holy Spirit in our midst and by our love of one another.
We are in a state-declared medical emergency. We are also people who,
through our baptism, have put our faith and hope in Jesus and the
powerful love of God. We are called to live fearless lives - and not to be
careless of others. Please be attentive and follow the directions of the
Health Department and other authorities.
I am writing to let you know that I have been in communication with the
clergy of this diocese and directed them to make some changes in our
regular worship, and I have made it clear that I support the decisions they
make along with you in how best to respond to this emergency. Some of
our communities have decided it is best to close their building for a few
weeks. Some are going to continue to hold services, though with
modifications.
In an effort to keep people safe - both our neighbors and ourselves - I am
directing that Holy Communion be distributed as bread only for the
duration of the emergency. I have told the clergy that if they are not
feeling well, they are not to serve at the altar. I've also made some
recommendations about keeping our distance from each other at the
peace, not passing the offering plates, and about coffee hour.
I ask that you, too, be careful if you are not feeling well. Please let us
know so that we can provide pastoral support and care as best we can
and pray for you.
Please be in touch with your neighbors. Please reach out to those who
are alone. A phone call and a listening heart can do wonders to help.
In our congregations there may be people who need to stay home right
now because they are at risk. Please think about how we can help them.
If we don't have contact information, it would be good to gather and
share that now.
I believe in the power of prayer, especially when people of faith join
their united voices and lift their concerns to God. I ask you to join me in
prayer that this moment will pass quickly, that the vulnerable and those
in danger will be protect-ed and that we may be a sign of hope to our
communities.
We have posted resources for prayer and worship at home on the
diocesan website (www.episcopalri.org). Prayers for the sick may be
found on pages 458-460 in The Book of Common Prayer.

I commend this prayer, adapted from one written by Bishop Thomas
Brown of Maine:
Jesus Christ, you traveled through towns and villages "curing every
disease and illness." At your command, the sick were made well. Come
to our aid now, in the midst of the global spread of the coronavirus. Heal
those who are sick with the virus; may they regain their strength and
health through quality medical care. Heal us from our fear, which
prevents nations from working together and neighbors from helping one
another. Be present with those in authority who are making hard
decisions. Support the medical professionals, emergency responders and
our caregivers. In your name Je-sus we pray. Amen.
May the God who is Love itself, the one in we put our trust, and who is
the ground of our hope, be with you today and always.
+Nicholas
You can download Bishop Knisely's letter here.

Wednesdays in Lent
Wednesdays in Lent
Although Lenten suppers have been canceled because of Diocesan
cautions about the coronavirus based on CDC guidelines, all are invited
to participate in Evening Prayer, Low Mass & Stations of the Cross,
from 5:30-6:00 p.m. on Wednesdays throughout Lent.
In addition, John Lord, who was to lead our Lenten program before it got
canceled, offered the following suggested readings and conversation for
those who would like to participate on their own:
St. John's Lenten Series 2020 - Third Session
Discourse on the Last Things
Suggested Readings:
Matthew 24-25, Mark 13, Luke 21:5-36

This week's readings tell us more about Jesus' interactions and
discussions with his disciples in the days leading up to his
crucifixition. He talks about persecution, the destruction of the
Temple, and even refers back to the fig tree.
What does Jesus tell us about what will always endure?

Have a conversation about what you comes to mind about these
Gospels either with a friend, a family member, or a neighbor either
in person, by phone, or by internet.

NOTICE

Following the advice of public health officials, the Bishop has
cancelled all public worship services including public celebrations of
Holy Week & Easter until further notice, but we are looking forward
to church services resuming as soon as possible.
We are considering our options at this time with regard to Holy
Week and Easter, which include virtual services or postponing these
services until we can gather in person again, or some combination of the
two! Stay tuned for more next week.
In the meantime, please check out our Facebook page at:
https://www.facebook.com/SaintJohnsNewport/.
There you will find ways to stay in touch through our St. John's Way of
Love campaign. Please post your inspirational stories, your blessings and
more.

NOTICE
All Guild Hall Activities are on hiatus on further notice. Please take
care and we'll see you soon!

Easter Flowers

In lieu of flowers, Director of Adult Christian Formation John Lord

invites families, children, and individuals instead to color Easter eggs
and return them to the church to be hung up for Easter!
To participate, click here to download the coloring sheet, and then color
away! Return your decorated Easter eggs to the church or mail them to
the office at St. John's, 61 Poplar St. Newport, RI 02840.

Low Masses
Fr. Humphrey will celebrate a live streamed Low Mass in the Chapel of
the Blessed Sacrament immediately following Evening Prayer at 5:30
p.m. for the feast of the Annunciation.

Wednesday, March 25: Low Mass
for the Annunciation of Our Lord
to the Blessed Virgin Mary.

Organ Console Project: UPDATE

Our completed new console in the wiring workshop in Michigan will be
ready as scheduled to come to us later this month. However, delays in a
supply chain for another console in the same shop (also with a pre-Easter
delivery), and recent surgery of an installation employee banned from
flying for the next 10 days, would move installation too close before
Easter to allow a comfortable margin for troubleshooting should any be
necessary. Rather than risk not having a fully functioning instrument for
Holy Week services, whether live streamed or in person, we have
rescheduled delivery and installation for the week following Easter.
We know that a major capital improvement project many years in the
planning and a year in the execution will not be marred by a slight delay;
what will endure will be the quality and integrity of the installation, and
the inspiring music it will make possible for generations to come.

Choir School News

While schools are closed by order of the Governor, The Choir School
(like many other schools) has switched to a virtual learning mode. Our
piano students are continuing their half-hour private lessons at home,

using their home practice instruments, linked to their teacher through
Zoom. We held our first virtual choir rehearsal yesterday, which was as
hilarious as it was tedious while we adjusted to a new way of doing
things. We realized that we relished the chance to be together again even
in a virtual chat room (or choir room). In this way we can continue to
provide the gift of music education and preparing our Choristers (and our
SJE Adult Choir) for future performances.

Meanwhile, Yarrow is patiently waiting to see her Choir kids again -- as
is her human companion, Lynn Handleman!

In other news, Nikki Vazquez shares this information for choir families
and anyone else who might be interested: FREE hotspots for families in
need!

The 2019-2020 Second Edition of the Program Book is here!
To check out our concert listings and to support our donors and
advertisers, you can pick up a copy at St. John's or download a copy
here.
Thank you for all your help in gathering and showing community
support for our programs!
Please note: Dates and times subject to change. Please check our event
listings in the Evangelist, on our website or Facebook page, or contact
the parish office at parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org or (401) 848-

2561 to double-check dates and times.

Candle Dedication

The Sanctuary Lamp Candle above the High Altar is
dedicated to the Glory of God and in prayer for John.
The Sanctuary Lamp Candle above the Altar in the
Chapel of the Blessed Sacrament is dedicated to the
Glory of God and in prayer for Stephanie.
To arrange to dedicate a candle on a particular date, please be in touch
with the Parish Office to make sure the date is free. If you would simply
like to dedicate any of the above candles on the next available date, write
which candle and its dedication in the memo line of your check and put it
in the offering plate. Questions? Contact parishoffice@saintjohnsnewport.org.We hope you are enjoying the many gifts this season gives
us, please check this space for updates soon.

Sunday School
NOTICE:
Sunday School, along with public worship, has been cancelled until
further notice. We wish you and your family well during this difficult
time, and we hope to see you soon! -- Jenn & Sybille

For Adults & Older Youth
NOTICE: The Rector's Tuesday Book Study is cancelled until
further notice, though we may gather virtually once things settle
down a bit. We hope to see you back soon!
Rector's Tuesday Book Study
The Rector's Book Study usually meets at 9:00
a.m. in the Rector's Study in the Guild Hall,
where the group was most recently
discussing Man is Not Alone: A Philosophy of
Religion by Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel.

5th Sunday Food Drive

Good News! -- The MLK Center has received so many
food donations that they are requesting no more until
further notice. Therefore, March's 5th Sunday Food
Drive has been postponed for now. Any donations
already received will be delivered accordingly.

March is a 5th Sunday Food Drive month! Fifth Sunday Food Drives
benefit the MLK Center and take place every month in which there are -you guessed it! -- five Sundays. Donations, including nonperishable
food, toiletries, household cleaning supplies and gift cards, are collected
in reusable shopping bags, available in the church and Guild Hall, and
returned for delivery to the MLK Center at the end of the month.
Reusable bags with tags listing needed items at the MLK Center are
located on the Guild Hall stage and at the front and back of the church.
Please return filled bags to the lounge by Sunday, March 29, and thank
you for your generosity!

Service Details
Sunday, March 22

The Fourth Sunday in Lent
Virtual Service on Facebook Live
Public worship is cancelled, but our service itself isn't!
Please visit us on Facebook Live at
https://www.facebook.com/SaintJohnsNewport/
at 10:00 a.m. Sunday for a (shorter) Mass,
with music streamed live.
You can download the enhanced bulletin here.

Support St. John's
Stewardship is a year-round commitment, and we thank you for your
investment in our present and in our future, but above all, thank you
for simply showing up (when you're allowed to!) and being who you
are.
In this time in particular, the Diocese is encouraging parishes to
highlight to our supporters and parishioners how easy it is to set up
an automatic payment directly from your bank account to the
church. If you don't already give online, please consider contacting
your financial institution to arrange for automated repeating gifts.
Doing so will give everyone some measure of peace of mind in these
troubling times.
Thank you for supporting us in prayer when you are unable to be with
us, and for the love that you give in so many ways, of which St. John's is
merely one recipient and conduit among many.
If you would like to support St. John's with a donation, please click here.
To give by text message:

And always, thank you for your generous support!
The Zabriskie Memorial Church of Saint John the Evangelist

The Choir School of Newport
County

