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We are ready for you at St. John's!
Monday through Friday: Morning Prayer at 8:30 a.m. & Evening Prayer at 5:30 p.m.
Feast Days & Special Services as announced.
Confessions by appointment.

The St. John's Adult Choir sings the Mass today; the Boy and Girl
Choristers next sing for the Diocesan Royal School of Church Music
(RSCM) Festival on March 7 at Grace Church, Providence.

A Letter From Father Humphrey
Dear People, Neighbors, and Friends of St. John's,
Just before Christmas, a military man sat down in my office and handed
me a check, saying, "I want you to use this as a force multiplier." As the
professors of military science at the War College founded by our former
vestry members, Admiral Luce and Admiral Mahan know, a force
multiplier is a factor or combination of factors that gives personnel the
ability to accomplish greater feats than without it. This is as applicable in
the mission field as it is on the battlefield. God himself is the ultimate
force multiplier, as I affirm whenever I quote two of my favorite Bible
verses, "Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely
more than we can ask or imagine: Glory to him from generation to
generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever."
(Ephesians 3:20-21)
I've been thinking a lot about what makes a good force multiplier in a
church. The knowledge and study of the Bible would be one example.
The more familiar you are with Scripture, the more you will see its truths
emerge as the Spirit traces the patterns of its saving and healing wisdom
in your life.

The right people with the right skills also act as force multipliers, as do
people with much-needed resources. For instance, last Friday the
choristers sang at a special presentation of the 1923 silent film The
Hunchback of Notre Dame with live organ accompaniment by the
spectacular silent film artist Peter Krasinski of Boston. The event was
billed as a fundraiser for the Organ Restoration Fund, and I am happy to
report that it brought in $16,350, all of which was eligible for a generous
matching pledge from an anonymous parishioner, for a grand total
$32,700! We received one anonymous donation of $14,000 from another
parishioner, and a generous gift from Barbara Pyle in loving memory of
her late husband Norman Pyle, who was a great fan of the organ; if
memory serves she and Norman first came to St. John's through Peter
Berton's summer Quarter Till recitals, becoming regular parishioners
shortly thereafter. We are grateful to these donors, as well as to the many
people who attended the film, several of whom made donations above
the suggested admission price of ten bucks, for making this event such
an astounding success.
So a silent movie became a force multiplier for the organ restoration,
though I think it was aided by a fantastic visual presentation on our
nearly-finished new organ console that Peter Berton gave just before the
featured film, so perhaps that plus the movie acted as the force
multiplier, not to mention the matching pledge, which made every dollar
given worth twice as much.
What might function as a force multiplier for you this Lent? Among
other things, I can commend our Wednesdays in Lent program, led by
John Lord and Stephanie Shoemaker. It begins this coming Wednesday,
March 4th. (I love March 4th, by the way, because it sounds like an
order: "March Forth!") More details may be found below.
A last word on force multipliers: while the military definition focuses on
something that allows us "to accomplish greater feats," than are possible
without it, in the context of those verses from Ephesians it's clear that it's
not we who are accomplishing those feats, but God working out God's
purposes for us and in us as individuals and in community. And what
makes that all possible to begin with? Well, if we are faithful in our
Lenten pilgrimage, come Eastertide it will be very obvious what event
acted as a force multiplier that turned the world upside down and opened
the gates of heaven to mortals.
Yours in Christ's service,

N.J.A. Humphrey+
XIV Rector
P.S. I would love to hear from you. You can be in touch by email
a t rector@saintjohns-newport.org, or, to make an appointment,
please visit rector.youcanbook.me.

Advisory

We're giving up Coffee Hour for Lent, but we still expect to see you in
Church!
Having sought the advice of the Bishop and the Vestry, I have
determined that due to the Coronavirus epidemic and the fact that we
cannot guarantee food safety at the level recommended by the Centers
for Disease Control, we will not be providing refreshments at Coffee
Hour. Those of us who still wish to gather for fellowship may certainly
do so; I see no need for quarantine given that there have been no

reported cases in this area. Of course, should the situation on the ground
change, we will institute additional appropriate precautionary measures.
In the meantime, frequent handwashing with soap and water is the best
way to prevent infection or the spread of disease. In addition, hand
sanitizer will be available in the church.
Diocesan guidelines recommend that at the Peace, physical contact be
avoided. The best way to signal this is to hold your hands behind your
back as you smile and nod to each other, or to hold up your hand
forming a V-shaped peace sign.
Likewise, I will be giving up shaking hands after the service for Lent,
though I still want to touch base with each of you and greet you
personally.
As for Communion, until such time as circumstances dictate otherwise,
the common cup will still be available for those who want to partake.
However, Communion in one kind, that is, the wafer only, is perfectly
acceptable, but you must receive it in the hands. After consuming the
host, if you do not wish to receive the chalice, you may indicate this by
crossing your arms in an X over your chest, or simply return to your pew
as soon as you have consumed the Sacrament.
Since Communion will be distributed by the Celebrant in the hands only,
Communion ministers will no longer allow intinction (that is, dipping the
wafer into the wine) and will not place the host directly in your mouth.
These precautions will certainly make for a more penitential-feeling
Lent! While we are conforming to best practices as recommended by the
diocese, I do hope the "all clear" will be sounded before the end of Lent
and that we will all be able to get back to the normally safe level of
physical interaction and fellowship we are accustomed to enjoy.
Unless you are ill, I encourage you not to neglect public worship. If you
are still going out in public, going to church is probably less risky than
going to a restaurant or the grocery store, and often healthier for both the
body and the soul!
But if you are ill or feeling as if you might be coming down with
something, of course, please do feel free to stay home, and let the office
know so that we can put you on the prayer list and I can follow up with
you.

Otherwise, I look forward to seeing you in church!

Visiting Deacon
Deacon Daphne Noyes will be joining us
at High Mass on the Second Sunday in
Lent, March 8, so be sure to "spring
forward" so you don't miss her!
Fr. Humphrey is pleased to announce
that he has also invited Deacon Noyes to
serve on Palm Sunday, at the Great Vigil
of Easter, and on Easter Day. Deacon
Buck Close will be with us for Maundy
Thursday and Good Friday. Please give
her a warm welcome when you see her!
Daphne B. Noyes retired in January 2020 from her position as deacon at
the Church of the Advent in Boston, where she served since 2006. In
addition to her pastoral and liturgical responsibilities, she developed and
supervised a range of activities celebrating the parish's 175th anniversary
- arranging educational programs, creating commemorative items,
assembling displays of treasures from the archives - and initiated a
successful fund-raising drive for the Conservation Fund. She continues
to plumb the archives for stories, which appear regularly in "From the
Advent Archives" in the weekly bulletin, newsletter, and on the website,
and together constitute what she calls "a people's history of the Advent."
Deacon Noyes' tenure at the Advent overlapped for several years with
her work as a staff chaplain at the Massachusetts General Hospital,
where she was based in the Cardiac Surgical Intensive Care Unit,
providing support to patients, families, and staff. She was active on
several hospital committees including the Domestic Violence Working
Group, Patient Education Committee, Ethics in Clinical Practice, and
Inter-Disciplinary Advisory Committee, and received a Partners in
Excellence Award. The MGH is unique in having the first chapel in a
secular hospital, thanks to the efforts of Bishop William Lawrence
(1850-1941). For the Chapel's 75th anniversary in 2016, Deacon Noyes

was in charge of the celebration, a task which sent her deep into the
MGH archives to research the origins of spiritual care at the hospital and
resulted in Blessings and Consolations (blessingsandconsolations.net),
her occasional blog which explores the life and times of one of the
hospital's early patients, Federal Burt, a pastor from Durham, N.H.
She received formal theological education at Weston Jesuit School of
Theology, St. Vladimir's Summer Institute, and the Episcopal Divinity
School, from which she earned the Master of Arts degree in 1995, and
completed the Diocese of Massachusetts diaconal formation program,
rounded out with studies in narrative medicine, medical ethics, and
medical humanities.
Deacon Noyes contributed to Many Servants, Ormonde Plater's book on
the diaconate in the twentieth century. She has written for the Journal of
Pastoral Care; Cowley, the publication of the Society of St John the
Evangelist; Diakoneo, published by the Association for Episcopal
Deacons; and the MECA newsletter, as well as diocesan and hospital
newsletters. Her work as editor and publisher of the Assembly of
Episcopal Healthcare Chaplains newsletter was recognized with Polly
Bond Awards from Episcopal Communicators. She is a lifetime member
of the Association for Episcopal Deacons, and a member of the SSJE
Fellowship and the Society of Catholic Priests, which, despite its name,
also includes deacons as full members.

Pilgrimage to the Holy Land

The Rev. Della Wager Wells of Emmanuel Church, along with the Rev.
Sunil Chandy, are leading a separate trip to Jerusalem from November 2
to November 16 through Christ Episcopal Church of Westerly
Presents: A Pilgrimage to The Holy Land: The Palestine of Jesus.
To learn more about the trip, click here, or you can download the
brochure here.

Upcoming Events & Special Services
Tuesday, March 3, 6:30 p.m., St. John's Guild Hall
Point Association North End Development
Community Meeting
Newport is creating a North End urban plan and is
inviting residents, business owners, and the public to
give their perspectives at a series of public meetings

being hosted in the city. The plan's goal is to provide a detailed urban
design "look and feel" for Newport's North End that will reflect
Newport's impressive history at the city's main gateways, along vibrant
complete streets, and throughout new building types proposed in updated
zoning.
Next Tuesday, March 3rd, the Point Association is hosting one of the
public meetings in the Point neighborhood to give residents on the Point
(as well as others in the city) the opportunity to learn more and provide
input on proposed plans for the North End. Representatives from the
consulting firm hired by the city will give a presentation on the proposed
planning process and invite residents to share their thoughts on the
development of this important area of Newport.
The development of the North End is a major issue for the community
and our neighborhood, and this process will have a major impact on
zoning, development, traffic for Newport and our neighborhood. All
residents on the Point are urged to attend, learn more, and participate in
this process.
___________________________________________________________

March 4, 11, 18 & 25, and April 1, 5:30-8:30 p.m.
Wednesdays in Lent: Stories of Holy Week
John Lord will lead participants through the events leading up to and
throughout Holy Week as we take a Scriptural pilgrimage with Jesus and
his disciples. Participants are invited to come to all or any portion of the
evening. As with all our offerings, if you miss one, you can still attend
the others. Volunteers are needed to bring soup, bread, and salad. Please
email parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org to sign up for one or more of
the Wednesdays listed above. The schedule for this special program is as
follows:
5:30 Evening Prayer & Low Mass
6:00 Stations of the Cross

6:30 Soup & Salad Supper
7:00 Lenten Program Presentation & Discussion
8:00 Compline
8:15 Dismissal

Saturday, March 7, 5:00 p.m.
Diocesan RSCM Music Festival Evensong,
Grace Church, Providence
Combining several Rhode Island choirs trained through the curriculum of
the Royal School of Church Music, including the Professional Choristers
of The Choir School of Newport County, this daylong annual event for
50-plus voices culminates in a public service at 5 o'clock, with a
reception following.

Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m., the St. John's Guild Hall
Zumba Gold classes starting March 10
Zumba Gold, a less intense version of traditional Zumba, is coming to

the St. John's Guild Hall on Tuesday nights.
Instructor Angel Luis Gonzalez will lead the class at the Guild Hall at St.
John's. Angel is also the owner of The Platinum House jewelry store on
Thames Street's Swinburne Row, and teaches Zumba at the Naval War
College as well. Angel is an amazing instructor and this is a fun class.
The charge is $6.00 per person, per class.
There has been much research done recently on the amazing benefits of
dance for all ages, so tell your friends!
The first class starts on March 10. If you would like to take the class,
please let Anne Ramsey Cuvelier know, at uforrea3@gmail.com, so we
can gauge interest. Anne loves Zumba Gold and you will too!

Low Masses
There will be a Low Mass in the Chapel of the Blessed Sacrament
immediately following Evening Prayer at 5:30 p.m. on each Wednesday
in Lent: March 4; March 11; March 18; March 25, and April 1.

Wednesday, March 25: Low
Wednesday, March 18: Low Mass for the Annuciation of the
Blessed Virgin Mary.
Mass for the Eve of St. Joseph.

Organ Console Update

At left: the new console sits next to

a much larger console also being
completed by Easter, and above, a
drawer beneath the keyboards,
used for pencils, post-it notes,
hymnals and other things which
otherwise clutter a console.

Here is our stained, dried, and reassembled new organ console "shell"
prior to shipment this past week. There is a fascinating striped pattern to
the widest members of the wood, especially framing the end with the
plain circle prepared for a future carved rosette, the end visible from the
nave. (The other, plainer end without the circle faces the altar, and
mostly will be hidden by an elaborately carved choir pew.)
The "striping" is referred to as "flake," and consists of the medullary rays
of the oak tree, which transport water and nutrients from the core to the
periphery. These rays are more pronounced in white oak than in red, and
are visible when the lumber is quarter-sawn, which results in the growth
rings being perpendicular to the face of the board. This finish is an
extraordinary match to the deep golden color and pronounced flake of
the quarter-sawn white oak choir stalls from 1894. Still, wood is a fickle
photo subject; from one angle, the top half of the music rack appears
darker than the bottom, and from the opposite angle the colors appear to
be reversed!
The console has traveled safely from Ohio to Michigan, where it now
awaits being outfitted with electronics, knobs and wiring.

Saint Michael's Conference

Registration is open for the Saint Michael's Conference, a retreat for high
school and college youth in the Anglo-Catholic tradition that will be held
Sunday, July 26, through Wednesday, August 1, at the Holy Family
Retreat Center in West Hartford, Conn.
You can download the brochure here and register here.
If the registration fee poses any hardship, registrants should email Fr.
Humphrey at rector@saintjohns-newport.org to inquire about available
full and partial scholarships.

Diocesan Leadership Day

Leadership Day 2020, a day of training, networking and collaboration, is
on Saturday, March 28, from 8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Workshops are offered to help Vestry members, Bishops Committee

members, Wardens, Treasurers and committee leaders, all be more
effective in their roles. All are encouraged to attend. Past participants
have found Leadership Day both informative and useful.
The event is free, and lunch is free if you register by March 23! To
register, click here.

Choir School News

The Choir School is poised to expand in 2020 by hiring a Managing
Director to partner with Artistic Director Peter Stoltzfus Berton. It is not
a requirement that the Managing Director have any musical skills, simply
a love of music and a heart for children.
The Managing Director position will be 32 hours a week on average.
Please see the full job description here for complete details, and feel free
to circulate it widely!
Applicants should submit a resume and cover letter addressed to Marvin
Abney, Board Chair pro tempore, at office@thechoirschoolri.org. The
application period will remain open until the position is filled.
In addition to a new staff person, The Choir School is always looking for
volunteers to help with our growing programs. If interested in joining
our team, please email office@thechoirschoolri.org to set up an
informational interview.

The 2019-2020 Second Edition of the Program Book is here!
To check out our concert listings and to support our donors and
advertisers, you can pick up a copy at St. John's or download a copy
here.
Thank you for all your help in gathering and showing community
support for our programs!

Now Recruiting for Piano Lessons

RISCA Grant awarded; new partnership announced
The Choir School has received a grant of $3,000 from the Rhode Island
State Council on the Arts to further its piano lesson outreach program.
Lessons will be held this fall in a new satellite location in addition to St.
John's!
On Mondays, piano students will take lessons, and have homework
help/activities while waiting for their lessons, at the brand-new Creative
Communities Collaborative space located in the Florence Gray Center at
1 York Street. If you know a child who could benefit from this
opportunity, act now! Word of mouth is by far the best way of reaching
new students, and has brought us the students we now have.
To participate, contact Nikki Vazquez, Piano Program Coordinator, at
choirpianolessonsri@gmail.com today!
To download a flier, please click here, or email this link to a friend for
an online registration form.

Candle Dedication

The Sanctuary Lamp Candle above the High Altar is
dedicated to the Glory of God and in prayer for John.
To arrange to dedicate a candle on a particular date, please be in touch
with the Parish Office to make sure the date is free. If you would simply
like to dedicate any of the above candles on the next available date, write
which candle and its dedication in the memo line of your check and put it
in the offering plate. Questions? Contact parishoffice@saintjohnsnewport.org.We hope you are enjoying the many gifts this season gives
us, please check this space for updates soon.

Sunday School

Well the results are in on King Ahab, and they are not too favorable! The
children enjoyed a good discussion about bad influences, and that
sometimes people can seem supportive, but actually persuade us to jump
off our good path. They felt that if you are in a position of power, you
have to work hard to surround yourself with good advisers that help you
stay on your good path, and listen to the voice of God within to navigate

your way. The kids were impressed with Elijah, and we spent two weeks
learning about his bravery and loyalty. When we finish up the Kings, we
will be turning to prophets so this was a good teaser on what is to come.
Two more Kings left in our study, even though it can be argued that
neither were actual Kings. Can you guess who they are? Check back here
to find out...
Jenn & Sybille

For Adults & Older Youth
Rector's Tuesday Book Study
The Rector's Book Study will next meet on
Tuesday, March 3, at 9:00 a.m. in the Rector's
Study in the Guild Hall, where discussion will
continue on Man is Not Alone: A Philosophy of
Religion by Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel.
See you then!

5th Sunday Food Drive

March is a 5th Sunday Food Drive month! Fifth Sunday Food Drives
benefit the MLK Center and take place every month in which there are -you guessed it! -- five Sundays. Donations, including nonperishable
food, toiletries, household cleaning supplies and gift cards, are collected
in reusable shopping bags, available in the church and Guild Hall, and
returned for delivery to the MLK Center at the end of the month.
Reusable bags with tags listing needed items at the MLK Center are
located on the Guild Hall stage and at the front and back of the church.
Please return filled bags to the lounge by Sunday, March 29, and thank
you for your generosity!

Service Details
Sunday, March 1
The First Sunday in Lent
Low Mass at 8 a.m.
Celebrant & Preacher: Fr. Humphrey

High Mass at 10:00 a.m.
Celebrant & Preacher: Fr. Humphrey
Click here for this week's program.
Lector: Melissa Bostrom (Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7)
Ushers: John Garagliano and Walter Chase (8 a.m.)
Tom Hockaday & Bill Martin (10:00)
Coffee Hour:
No Coffee Hour in Lent due to caution about the Coronavirus.

Acolyte positions available:
Just come to the Sacristy and we'll be glad for your help!
Many thanks to all our altar servers! You, too, can volunteer to
serve
as an acolyte. It's easy; just email Fr. Humphrey at:
rector@saintjohns-newport.org

Calendar

Support St. John's
Stewardship is a year-round commitment, and we thank you for your
investment in our present and in our future, but above all, thank you
for simply showing up and being who you are, for supporting us in
prayer when you are unable to be with us, and for the love that you give
in so many ways, of which St. John's is merely one recipient and conduit
among many.

If you would like to support St. John's with a donation, please click here.
To give by text message:

And always, thank you for your generous support!

St. John's Welcomes You!

For those requiring special accessibility for wheelchairs, walkers, or
other access, please note, we have one reserved space in our parking lot
opposite 25 Willow St., Newport, for those with a disabled parking
permit; during special events, we also have limited parking along Willow
Street in front of our wheelchair ramp.
To arrange wheelchair or other special access during a service or event,
please alert an usher before the service for access via our ramp, at our
doors along Willow Street. Since these doors must remain open while
the ramp is in use, the ramp is not a permanent setup, especially in the

wintertime, so please let us know when you need it so that we may set it
up for you.
And for Coffee Hour and other social receptions and events in the Guild
Hall, please note, there is access to the Guild Hall via a (permanent)
ramp at the kitchen door. The door to the kitchen is normally unlocked
on Sundays; if you should find the door locked, please let someone inside
the hall know, and they will happy to assist you by opening the door
from the inside.
You may also arrange access in advance by calling or emailing the parish
office at (401) 848-2561 or parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org.

Now Hear This!

St. John's is equipped with a loop system for
hearing aids. A loop system provides a
magnetic, wireless signal that is picked up by
your hearing aid and which greatly reduces
background
noise,
competing
sounds,
reverberation and other acoustic distortions. To
activate, simply set your hearing aid to "T" for
T-coil (telecoil).

The Zabriskie Memorial Church of Saint John the Evangelist
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