The Evangelist
March 29, 2020

We are ready for you at St. John's!
Virtual Worship: Sunday mornings at 10:00 a.m. on Facebook Live:
https://www.facebook.com/SaintJohnsNewport/
How to reach Father Humphrey:
By phone: 401-500-0042
By email: rector@saintjohns-newport.org
By phone appointment: rector.youcanbook.me

IMPORTANT MESSAGE

We regret to announce that as a general COVID-19 safety precaution
(though, thankfully, nothing specific to St. John's itself), the St. John's
Church building is closed to the public until further notice, as are all
Episcopal churches in the Diocese of Rhode Island. We are sad about
this directive, but of course are doing our utmost for the health and safety
of all.
The office remains open, albeit remotely, and Fr. Humphrey will still
stream Sunday's 10 a.m. Mass from the locked church via Facebook
Live. As of this afternoon, the Bishop personally directed Fr. Humphrey

that he and his family are the only people now allowed to be in the
building when services are streamed. We will have pre-recorded music
provided remotely by Peter Berton, however, so tune in and tune
up!
Despite the building closure, virtual access also is being provided to
the shrines of St. John and St. Mary. For more, read on below.

A Letter From Father Humphrey
Beloved People, Neighbors, and Friends of St. John's,
One of the things I love most about St. John's is that we have a tradition
of leaving the church open during daylight hours, year-round, come what
may. We've unlocked the church in a blizzard, during last February's gas
outage, and every day since then. Several people, both staff and
volunteers, take their turns throughout the year to ensure that we are
open in time for Morning Prayer and again early on Saturdays and
Sundays. It has been a wonderful part of our ministry of presence in the
Point.
I can't tell you how many times people have come up to me over the past
six and a half years and thanked me for keeping the church open during
the day, every day. Lighting real candles at the shrines of Our Lady and
St. John, walking the Stations of the Cross, sitting in the magnificent
Chapel of the Blessed Sacrament or merely spending some quiet time in
the nave; all of these things have been a gift.
So it gives me no pleasure whatsoever to have announced above that as
of today, the church will be locked until we get the "all clear" from
the Bishop and the public health authorities. I had been planning on
announcing that as of today, people visiting the shrines would be
required to wear gloves and dispose of them in containers placed next to
the shrines. But after a conference call with the Bishop last night, it
became clear that even this measure was not precautionary enough.
Recent research indicates that the coronavirus is stable in the air and on
surfaces for hours and in some cases for two to three days. Thus, there
simply is no way to guarantee that surfaces can be sanitized frequently
enough. This means that even our Mary and John shrines could

conceivably become vectors for infection. Accordingly,
responsible thing is to deny direct access to the public.

the

The good news is that I am still allowed access to my own church,
and since I live on campus, I am more than happy to act as your
agent in continuing to light candles in prayer for you, your loved
ones, and your communities. On the doors to the church may be found
the following:
THE CHURCH IS LOCKED, BUT WE CAN STILL KEEP IN
TOUCH, AND EVEN LIGHT A CANDLE FOR YOU!
Here's How:
1 . Text or email me with a request to light a candle (see contact
information below). If texting, be sure to include your name, as I may
not have your phone number in my contacts, and let me know whether to
light a candle at the Mary shrine or the John shrine (or both!).
2. Include any intention you are comfortable sharing with me and
indicate whether it is public or private. Public prayers will be added to
our published weekly list.
3. If you would like me to send you a photograph or two of your candle
and the shrine, let me know and I will gladly do so. You can then
forward these photos as you see fit and post them to social media,
tagging @SaintJohnsNewport.
My mobile phone is 401-500-0042
rector@saintjohns-newport.org.

and

my

email

is

I'd like to think that I'm good for more than simply lighting candles, so
do keep in touch in any event!
Last week, we launched our "Way of Love" campaign with its daily
practices of "turn, learn, pray, go, bless, rest, and worship," and have
been pleased with the results thus far. On Monday, since our focus is on
turning, we looked for signs of hope. We shared the "buckets of love"
initiative that local chicken restaurateur Steve Yerger started to provide
chicken dinners to families associated with the Boys & Girls Clubs
of Newport County. My own son and daughter decided to pay for one
dinner each out of their chorister stipends, as did my wife and I (out of
our own resources, not our children's choir money, to be clear), and I

know that staff members told me they intended to do so, as well. Maybe
you saw that post and chipped in? If you didn't, there's still time. Simply
email bucketsoflove@winnerwinnernpt.com.
On Tuesdays, we focus on learning, and John Lord posted a lovely
reflection on the stained glass window in our church that depicts the
presentation of Jesus in the temple. Especially now that you can't get into
the building to reflect on the windows in person, these beautiful
professional photographs by Robert Fertitta are an excellent way to keep
connected to the beauty of holiness at St. John's and learn more about
scripture at the same time.
On Wednesday, our theme was prayer, and I gave a talk on the feast of
the Annunciation via Facebook Live that, despite initial technical
difficulties, turned out very well indeed. We prayed at the beginning and
at the end, but the talk itself was an extended meditation on the meaning
of the Annunciation that I hoped would enrich your own prayer life as it
has enriched mine. You can watch the whole thing on our Facebook page
and website, where it has been enshrined for your edification.
On Thursdays, we explore what it means to "go," and specifically what it
means to "go in peace to love and serve the Lord," as our dismissal puts
it. With the help of our Director of Sustainability and Engagement,
Kristin MacMannis, we've rounded up several volunteers to do various
things. This past Thursday, we partnered with Ray O'Laughlin
Landscaping to ensure that the choristers of the Choir School of Newport
County continue to get good lunches while they are out of the usual
school routine. Nikki Vazquez, our piano program coordinator, worked
with Ray and his daughter to include our choristers amongst the fifty or
so families O'Laughlin Landscaping is making deliveries to this week!
You, too, can volunteer for this or any other initiative, or let us know of
a need you have, by going online and answering a brief survey known as
the St. John's Marshall Initiative at:
surveymonkey.com/r/GQZ7FS5.
Today is our day to count our blessings and to be a blessing to others.
The Marshall Initiative is serving as a blessing through a new greeting
card ministry. And soon it will grow into a full-scale effort to telephone
or be in touch with everyone in our database in some way, shape, or
form. We just want to be a blessing to you and to hear about the
blessings you've received and given this past week, as we all abide in
God's blessings through our Lord Jesus Christ.

Tomorrow being Saturday, we will rest. Last Saturday was less restful
for the staff here than any of us would have liked, but I'm grateful to
everyone for helping roll this initiative out, and to Peter for his musical
offering last Saturday. He's already sent along the next installment, so
take a look tomorrow at our Facebook page to spend some time in rest
and restoration, nourished by music.
That musical nourishment will be paired with the ministry of Word and
Sacrament on Sunday. Even though the church is locked, you will still be
able to see me in action. Last Sunday, we had a group of seven in the
church. This Sunday, it will be, at most, my family. Last Sunday's
service, with my wacky interpretation of the Gospel, can be found posted
on our Facebook page, and Sunday's service will follow a similar pattern.
As for future Sundays? We are coming up with a plan that we believe
will be spiritually nourishing even in these days of quarantine. So stay
tuned!
As we practice our Way of Love, let us not forget those on the front
lines of this pandemic, those whose lives have been affected and
those who have lost their lives to this pandemic. The inconveniences
that we face are minimal in comparison with the opportunity to take
steps to protect the common good that will, in fact, save lives. You will
never know the full impact of what you are doing today. And, to
borrow the title of a short story by Flannery O'Connor, "the life you
save may be your own." But we are having an impact, and not just in
the area of public health. God's modus operandi in the world is to
redeem the world, to take whatever the forces of darkness and death
throw at us and to bring light and life out of that. It doesn't take away
from the fact that we live in a fallen world, but our resurrection hope
does stand as a testimony to the fact that God has never given up on us,
and never will. So if you are in despair, may St. John's be a conduit of
resurrection hope. May you engage ever more deeply in the practices
of love that bring the light of Christ into your life, so that when we
emerge from the tomb this pandemic is trying to seal us into, we can
testify to a Power that locked doors cannot keep out and that fresh
graves will not, in the end, overcome.
Yours in Christ's way of love,
N.J.A. Humphrey+
XIV Rector
P.S. As always, I would love to hear from you. You can be in touch

by email at rector@saintjohns-newport.org, or, to make an
appointment, please visit rector.youcanbook.me.

In Case You Missed It

St. John's will be live-streaming Sunday worship at 10:00 Sunday
mornings
on
our
Facebook
page
at
www.facebook.com/SaintJohnsNewport/.
Then, the video will be saved to our Facebook page and uploaded to our
website as well. To catch the recording of last week's live-stream, go to

our Facebook link, here, or check it out on our website, here.
You do not need a Facebook account to watch the live-stream on
Facebook.
We hope to "see" you this week!

Christian Formation for Children & Adults
Jenn Berton has been our Sunday School
coordinator for a few years now, working with
volunteers such as Sybille Pierre and Meaghan Moe.
But we've never properly introduced her to the
wider community in her capacity as our Director of
Children's Christian Formation, so the staff page
on our website will soon include our new Christian
Formation team!
Jennifer Berton, Ph.D. LICSW, arrived at St.
John's in June 2014 with her husband, St. John's Director of Music Peter
Berton, and their two daughters. Dr. Jenn owns The Rose Center for
Learning, which offers counseling to children, teens and adults,
consultation to businesses, and supervision and training to professionals
in mental health.
A New York City native, Jenn received her master's and doctorate from
the University of California at Berkeley and has worked in all levels of
the mental health system while living in California, Massachusetts,
Connecticut and Rhode Island.
Although she enjoys working with all ages, she is especially drawn to
children, and volunteers her time teaching about emotions and empathy
with local preschools. She has taught Sunday School programs in two
previous churches, and loves facilitating a closer relationship between
children and God.
___________________________________________________________

John Lord is our new Director of Adult Christian
Formation. John is a lifelong Episcopalian who was
born in Delaware and raised in Connecticut.
Graduating from the University of Connecticut, he
taught English as a Peace Corps Volunteer for four
years in Niger, West Africa. Continuing in education,
he taught in public, private, and parochial schools in
Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, and Brooklyn. Mostly
he taught French, but for eight years he served as
coordinator of community service, sustainability, and international travel
for a parochial school in New York. Twice he has served as vestry
member and warden in parishes in Pittsfield, MA, and Brooklyn, NY.
After forty years in education, John accepted a call as director of ministry
at St. Peter's by-the-Sea in Narragansett, where he was responsible for
youth education and community outreach. He retired in 2018. John is a
mentor to an Education for Ministry group at St. Augustine's, Kingston,
helps with the confirmation class at Christ Church, Westerly, and leads
the Good Book Club at St. John's and participates in the Rector's Book
Study.
John is a resident of Charlestown. He is happy to worship at St. John's
and to become involved in its efforts to be an integral part of the Point
and the greater community of Newport; he has done this both through
service on the Capital Campaign Committee and with The Choir School
of Newport County as a proctor and recreation supervisor for choristers
in the piano program.

St. John's to Toll Bells

Starting this Sunday, the St. John's bells will toll for five minutes
beginning at 9:00 a.m. as a sign of faith and unity in solidarity with all
those who are affected by the pandemic.
Father Nathan Humphrey will join this effort, initiated by the Most Rev.
Thomas J. Tobin, Bishop of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Providence.
Father Humphrey is happy to add an ecumenical tone to the bishops
appeal.
It may seem a small thing, but solidarity with our neighbors is probably
more important now than it's been in a long time. We must do our part,
holding our neighbors in our hearts, until this crisis has passed. The
tolling of the bells is a tangible sign of that solidarity.

The Way of Love

St. John's staff and clergy have been hard at work thinking of ways to
remain connected and positive as we all face the unprecedented
challenges of today. Our Choir School Piano Program Coordinator Nikki
Vazquez was working the phones all week, ensuring our Choir and Piano
families didn't go without. And St. John's Vestry members helped deliver
supplies to those in need, while a cadre of volunteers also worked to
brighten the spirits of those in our community who may be feeling
isolated.
Have an idea? Drop a line to Director of Sustainability & Engagement
Kristin MacMannis at development@saintjohns-newport.org.
St. John's wants to let our People, Neighbors, Friends and wider
Community know, "We are here for you." This week, St. John's "spread
the Love" on social media with our "Way of Love" initiative, a series of
"Daily Practices of Love to Bring Light into Your Life," and with the St.
John's Marshall Initiative, which brings together volunteers and those in

need. (You can sign up here: www.surveymonkey.com/r/GQZ7FS5.)
Here are links to what we've been up to this week:
Director of Music Peter Stoltzfus Berton shared some inspirational
music (https://bit.ly/2UHGf2I)
We talked about community initiatives to help those in need
(https://bit.ly/2UHGf2I)
We shared Scripture (https://bit.ly/3dzbENl)
We shared inspiration (https://bit.ly/2UqrYsm)
We shared blessings (https://bit.ly/3bwLclD)
... and we connected online, or tried to, via Facebook Live. (It's
comforting to know technical glitches remain just as aggravating as
ever.)
Do you "love" what we're doing? Or not so much? It's OK, we'd love to
hear from you either way. Please be in touch at parishoffice@saintjohnsnewport.org.

St. John's Guild Hall
IMPORTANT MESSAGE

The Guild Hall and related activities are closed until further notice. We
hope to see you again soon!

Choir School News

This week, some Choir and Piano families got a special delivery from
Ray O'Loughlin of Ray O'Loughlin Landscaping, and his teen daughter,
who brought lunches and breakfast bars to dozens of families across the
City of Newport!
Piano Program Coordinator Nikki Vazquez and Ray coordinated the
effort, as some of our families are having difficulty getting around, with
maxed-out resources, and this gesture crosses off at least one worry from
their long list of worries.
Ray said he wants to give back to the town he grew up in, and teach his
daughter the value of thoughtfulness.
Thank you, Ray!

The 2019-2020 Second Edition of the Program Book is here!
To check out our concert listings and to support our donors and
advertisers, you can pick up a copy at St. John's or download a copy
here.
Thank you for all your help in gathering and showing community
support for our programs!
Please note: Dates and times subject to change. Please check our event
listings in the Evangelist, on our website or Facebook page, or contact
the parish office at parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org or (401) 8482561 to double-check dates and times.

Candle Dedication

The Sanctuary Lamp Candle above the High Altar is
dedicated to the Glory of God and in prayer for John.
The Sanctuary Lamp Candle above the Altar in the
Chapel of the Blessed Sacrament is dedicated to the
Glory of God and in prayer for Stephanie.
To arrange to dedicate a candle on a particular date, please be in touch
with the Parish Office to make sure the date is free. If you would simply
like to dedicate any of the above candles on the next available date, write
which candle and its dedication in the memo line of your check and put it
in the offering plate. Questions? Contact parishoffice@saintjohnsnewport.org.We hope you are enjoying the many gifts this season gives
us, please check this space for updates soon.

For Adults & Older Youth
NOTICE: The Rector's Tuesday Book Study is cancelled until
further notice, though we may gather virtually once things settle
down a bit. We hope to see you back soon!
Rector's Tuesday Book Study
The Rector's Book Study usually meets at 9:00
a.m. in the Rector's Study in the Guild Hall,
where the group was most recently
discussing Man is Not Alone: A Philosophy of
Religion by Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel.

Service Details
Sunday, March 29
The Fifth Sunday in Lent
Virtual Service on Facebook Live
Public worship is cancelled, but our service itself isn't!
Please visit us on Facebook Live at
https://www.facebook.com/SaintJohnsNewport/
at 10:00 a.m. Sunday for a (shorter) Mass,
with pre-recorded organ and choral music streamed
as a part of the service.
You can download the enhanced bulletin here.

This week's intercessions are:
______________________________________________________

Support St. John's
Stewardship is a year-round commitment, and we thank you for your
investment in our present and in our future, but above all, thank you
for simply showing up (when you're allowed to!) and being who you
are.
In this time in particular, the Diocese is encouraging parishes to
highlight to our supporters and parishioners how easy it is to set up
an automatic payment directly from your bank account to the
church. If you don't already give online, please consider contacting

your financial institution to arrange for automated repeating gifts.
Doing so will give everyone some measure of peace of mind in these
troubling times.
Thank you for supporting us in prayer when you are unable to be with
us, and for the love that you give in so many ways, of which St. John's is
merely one recipient and conduit among many.
If you would like to support St. John's with a donation, please click here.
To give by text message:

And always, thank you for your generous support!

The Zabriskie Memorial Church of Saint John the Evangelist

The Choir School of Newport
County

