The Evangelist
January 26, 2020

We are ready for you at St. John's!
Monday through Friday: Morning Prayer at 8:30 a.m. & Evening Prayer at 5:30 p.m.
Feast Days & Special Services as announced.
Confessions by appointment.

A Letter From Father Humphrey
Dear People, Neighbors, and Friends of St. John's,
Our history shapes who we are. This is by no means a neutral sentiment,
as our history can shape who we are either for better or worse - or both!
But in the case of St. John's, I firmly believe our history has shaped us for
the better, though there are some chapters in our history before my arrival
that I know no one is eager to remember or repeat. St. John's has been
through difficult eras, financially and interpersonally, but we have entered
into what I hope will be looked back on as a new golden era in our 145year history. The last time we enjoyed such prosperity, as far as I know,
was during the 1920s, before the Great Depression. And the spiritual riches
that we now enjoy only increase day by day.
In short, we are making history at St. John's. Last year's Annual Meeting
was history in the making, as will be this Sunday's. You will not want to
miss it.
In other historic news, thanks to Rick Best and Susan Taylor, a piece of
St. John's history is about to return to us. In 2013, just prior to my arrival,
the church badly needed to clear out our garage, which then was in need of
a new roof (and is still in need of a facelift, though that is farther down on
our list of priorities at the moment). Water was getting in everywhere. Mold
and rust and rot reigned supreme. As Amy Garrison reported to the
Annual Meeting in January 2014:

In early August 2013, a large working party of parishioners
from Saint John's, Saint Columba's, and Trinity Church
cleared the garage bays and church basement of sodden
detritus that had accumulated in those areas over many years.
It is now possible to easily access the church's stored
equipment, although the garage roof still leaks so that only
impervious items can be stored there...Thanks go to all those
who worked so hard, to the Men's Club for donating the 20yard dumpster, and to the Hospitality Committee for
providing lunch for the cleaning crew.
That's the written history of this historic event. (I arrived two weeks later,
which was also noted in that year's Annual Report.) The oral tradition is
that one of the items dislodged from the shadowy depths of the garage
was an old wooden altar. Debate ensued as to whether it, too, should end
up in the dumpster, as there was no use for it, and putting it back in
storage seemed pointless if it was merely destined to rot there. But Rick
and Susan, who conveniently live across the street from their church
(within view of the parking lot and garage, in fact), volunteered to give it a
home. They replaced the rotted top with a copper top for longevity and
put it on casters, and it has been with them ever since.
Some time ago, however, I got wind of the altar's existence and surmised
that it is very likely the original altar that was in the Guild Hall in 1875 when
that building was erected as our first church. It may not be the original
altar, and I don't (yet) have proof that it is, but I'd like to think it is! Rick
and Susan generously offered to restore it further to the best of their ability
at their own expense and to return it to the church. Over the next couple of
weeks or so, when Rick gets the chance, the altar will be moved into the
Tower Room of the church and the doors from that room into the church
sealed off so that fumes don't get into the church as Rick applies seven
layers of finish to the altar. Stay tuned for pictures!
We don't yet know where the altar will go permanently. But if we need to
move services into the Guild Hall for a time during any future interior
renovation of the Zabriskie Memorial Church, the altar will come in handy
then, to be sure. In the meantime, we may loan it to the chapel at Harbor
House, where it could be used for westward-facing celebrations of the
Eucharist, something that we do not do at St. John's because of the nature
of our beloved liturgical traditions and our fixed altar made of Carrara
marble. (Subtext: Liturgical purists, fear not!)
Many thanks to Rick and Susan, and to Amy Garrison, whose initiative

brought our (likely) original altar to light six and a half years ago. I look
forward to its restoration to a place of ecclesiastical dignity and future use
appropriate to its origins.
In the meantime, I hope you will help us make history this coming Sunday!
Yours in Christ's service,
N.J.A. Humphrey+
XIV Rector
P.S. I would love to hear from you. You can be in touch by email
a t rector@saintjohns-newport.org, or, to make an appointment,
please visit rector.youcanbook.me.

Stewardship Update
Did you know that foundations and community philanthropists pay
particular attention to the depth of support that St. John's has amongst our
own members, neighbors, and friends by looking at the number of people
who are named in the Annual Report? If you have never pledged before
but want to give your vote of confidence to what we are doing as a
parish church, home to a choir school, and community center, please
pledge in any amount for 2020 today!
Many thanks to those who have pledged thus far for 2020. If your name
isn't on the list below, we either haven't recorded your pledge yet or
haven't heard from you. But it's not too late! Simply visit our website
and fill out the online pledge form found at: http://saintjohnsnewport.org/2020-stewardship-pledge/. It's that easy! An updated list will
be published in the Annual Report in January.
Marvin & Cheryl Abney
William Bachus
Stephanie Beaute
Chuck & Mary Berlinghof
Peter & Jennifer Berton
Melissa Bostrom
Pel & Ann Boyer
A.J. & Angela Brosco*

Patty Burdick
Ed & Barbara Carnes
Letty & Ronald Champion
Terry & Mary Lou Chase
Buck & Lucy Close
Robert Currier
Elizabeth Deblois*
Clint Dempsey
Anonymous Donor
Dennis Dougherty & Liza Faerber*
David & Patricia Dresser
Tom Emmett & Amy Garrison
Richard Funk
John & Carol Garagliano
James A. & Helen Glover
Lynn & David Handelman
Tom Hockaday & Bill Martin
Andrew Humphrey and Margaret Humphrey
Nathan Humphrey & Anne Stone
Martha Hunnewell*
Ruth Jolliffe*
Bill & Duenna Karner
Cynthia Lafferty
Diane Landry*
John G. Lord
Kristin MacMannis*
Karen McGee
Pierre Merle
Trish Miller
Christopher & Meaghan Moe
Linda Nalle
Pat Needham
Barbara Peters
David & Phyllis Procaccini
Barbara Pyle
Stephen & Ann Quarry
Robert Regalbuto
Luis Roth & Jennifer Dalrymple
Christopher Schillaci & Alison O'Brien
Stephen R. Seiter & Mary Joan Hoene
Stephanie & Charles Shoemaker
Richard & Linda Stone
Mary Teixeira

Mary Van Pelt
Melanie Ventura*
William E. Weisert
Tyler Will
Mary Jane Zilinger*
* Denotes new pledge

Looking for Pledge Envelopes?

Thank you for making your 2020 pledge to St. John's!
If you either asked for pledge envelopes, or have had pledge envelopes in
the past and would like them again, please check the shelf on the back of
the last pew for your envelopes with your surname marked on the front in
black Sharpie. They should be in alphabetical order.
If you haven't pledged yet and would like to, pledge cards will be available
on the back shelf as well.
If you would like to check the status of your pledge, please check the list
above, or be in touch with the parish office at parishoffice@saintjohnsnewport.org.

Annual Meeting This Sunday!

Sunday, January 26, at 9:00 a.m.
Combined Sunday Morning Mass at 9:00 a.m.
followed by Annual Meeting at 10:30 a.m.
Combined Mass on Annual Meeting Sunday at 9:00 a.m. is followed by a
festive Coffee Hour and (you guessed it) the Annual Meeting at 10:30, at
which you will hear all about the past year and get a preview of the year to
come. If you are interested in offering yourself for a leadership role on the
Vestry or other church body, please be in touch with Fr. Humphrey at
rector@saintjohns-newport.org. We hope to see you there!

Upcoming Services & Special Events

Sunday, February 2, at 10:00 a.m.
The Feast of Candlemas: Blessing of Candles,
Procession & High Mass
Forty days after Christmas, the Feast of the Presentation of Our Lord Jesus
Christ in the Temple is celebrated with a candlelit procession of the whole
congregation inside the church.
____________________________________________________________

Friday, February 21, at 6:30 p.m.
Hunchback of Notre Dame Silent Film Presentation, St. John's Church
Opening with a comedy short starring Buster Keaton, this unique concert moves
on to the feature-length original 1923 silent film The Hunchback of Notre Dame,
with live organ accompaniment improvised by the spectacular silent film artist
Peter Krasinski of Boston. Krasinski, past Dean of the Boston chapter of The

American Guild of Organists, is known internationally for his silent film
accompaniments, and delighted Newport in 2017 with his playing of this film at
St. John's. We're repeating it, given the immense outpouring of support and
interest in Notre Dame cathedral following its roof fire in April 2019. As part of
the film's "soundtrack," the Professional Choristers will sing pieces written by
past musicians at Notre Dame inserted at appropriate scenes, and the church's
tower bells will be rung to dramatic effect. A Newport Winter Festival event.
$10/$5 with Winter Festival bracelet. Proceeds benefit Hook & Hastings Organ
Restoration.

Low Masses
There will be a low Mass in the Chapel of the Blessed Sacrament
immediately following Evening Prayer at 5:30 p.m. on the following dates:

Friday, January 24:
The Eve of the Conversion of Saint
Paul the Apostle (above)
Thursday, January 30: For King
Charles, Martyr (right)

A Work in Progress

Please read our Case for Support here.
You can read our Capital Campaign case statement, "Heart Breath Soul: A
Vision for St. John's" here and on our website! If you would like to meet
with Fr. Humphrey about supporting the campaign, please be in touch with
him directly using the email or appointments link in the P.S. to his
Evangelist letter above.

Choir School News

Friday, Jan. 31, 4:30 p.m., St. John's Guild Hall
Piano Program Recital
Our piano students each playing a separate piano in an exciting ten-piano
"play-in," also with individual performers. Reception following.

The 2019-2020 Second Edition of the Program Book is here!
To check out our concert listings and to support our donors and
advertisers, you can pick up a copy at St. John's or download a copy
here.
Thank you for all your help in gathering and showing community support
for our programs!

Now Recruiting for Piano Lessons

RISCA Grant awarded; new partnership announced
The Choir School has received a grant of $3,000 from the Rhode Island
State Council on the Arts to further its piano lesson outreach program.
Lessons will be held this fall in a new satellite location in addition to St.
John's!
On Mondays, piano students will take lessons, and have homework
help/activities while waiting for their lessons, at the brand-new Creative
Communities Collaborative space located in the Florence Gray Center at 1
York Street. If you know a child who could benefit from this
opportunity, act now! Word of mouth is by far the best way of reaching
new students, and has brought us the students we now have.
To participate, contact Nikki Vazquez, Piano Program Coordinator, at
choirpianolessonsri@gmail.com today!
To download a flier, please click here, or email this link to a friend for an
online registration form.

Sunday School

We hope you are enjoying the many gifts this season gives us, please
check this space for updates soon.
Jenn & Sybille

For Adults & Older Youth

Rector's Tuesday Book Study
The Rector's Book Study will next meet on
Tuesday, January 28, at 9 a.m. in the Rector's
Study in the Guild Hall, where discussion will
continue on Man is Not Alone: A Philosophy of
Religion by Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel. See
you then!

You're Invited

During Epiphany St. John's will join Episcopalians around the world in the
Good Book Club to read the Gospel of John. Each day throughout
Epiphanytide (January 6 - February 25), participants are invited to read
short passages of John's Gospel.
On Sundays starting January 12, we'll meet in the Guild Hall at 9:00 a.m.
for bagels/coffee and a discussion of the week's readings.
This is an opportunity to read one of the most beautiful and meaningful
books of the Bible and to share your thoughts and questions about it with
fellow parishioners.
Go to The Good Book Club for more information, resources, and the
daily reading list.

Service Details

Sunday, January 26
The Third Sunday after the Epiphany
followed by Annual Meeting
Combined Mass at 9 a.m.
Celebrant & Preacher: Fr. Humphrey
Click here or below for this week's program.
The St. John's Adult Choir and Boy and Girl Choristers sing the
Mass today; the Boys and Girls next sing for a concert on February
21, on Ash Wednesday, February 26, and for a diocesan choir
festival on March 7. The Mass setting today is the Communion
Service in F by Herbert Sumsion (1899-1995).
Lector: Jenn Berton (Isaiah 9:1-4)
Ushers (at 9:00 a.m.): Walter & Mary Lou Chase
Annual Meeting Luncheon: Bill Lippe, Michael Payton
& Kristin MacMannis
Acolyte positions available:
Just come to the Sacristy and we'll be glad for your help!
Many thanks to all our altar servers! You, too, can volunteer to
serve
as an acolyte. It's easy; just email Fr. Humphrey at:
rector@saintjohns-newport.org

At a Glance

Friday, Jan. 24
5:45 p.m.: Low Mass for the Eve of the Conversion of
Saint Paul the Apostle
Sunday, Jan. 26
- 9:00 a.m.: Combined Mass
- 10:30 a.m.: Annual Meeting & Luncheon
- 12:15 p.m.: Brief Vestry Orientation meeting
Monday, Jan. 27
- 8:30 a.m.: Morning Prayer
- 9:00 a.m.: Centering Prayer
- 5:30 p.m.: Evening Prayer
Tuesday, Jan. 28
- 8:30 a.m.: Morning Prayer
- 9:00 a.m.: Rector's Book Study
- 5:30 p.m.: Evening Prayer
Wednesday, Jan. 29
- 8:30 a.m.: Morning Prayer
- 5:30 p.m.: Evening Prayer

Thursday, Jan. 30
- 8:30 a.m.: Morning Prayer
- 5:30 p.m.: Evening Prayer
- 5:45 p.m.: Low Mass for King Charles, Martyr
Friday, Jan. 31
- 8:30 a.m.: Morning Prayer
- 4:30 p.m.: Piano Program Recital
- 5:30 p.m.: Evening Prayer

Support St. John's
Would you like to support St. John's?
It's never to late to pledge your support, or to make a donation, in any
amount.
If you would like to pledge your support for St. John's, please visit our
online pledge card here. For other ways to support St. John's, please visit
our
website here,
or
our
Facebook
page
at facebook.com/SaintJohnsNewport.
To give a one-time gift online with or without an account, please click here.
To give by text message:

And always, thank you for your generous support!
Stewardship is a year-round commitment, and we thank you for your
investment in our present and in our future, but above all, thank you

for simply showing up and being who you are, for supporting us in
prayer when you are unable to be with us, and for the love that you
give in so many ways, of which St. John's is merely one recipient and
conduit among many.
To make a pledge: Click here or below:

* To give a one-time gift online without an account, click here.
* To set up recurring online payments through our secure parish
database, Realm, you can register for a new account here.
* To log in to an account you have already set up in Realm,
click here.
* Automated Payments: Check with your local financial institution's
billpay services to set up automated payments to St. John's.
* PayPal online gift: To make a donation through PayPal, click here.

__________________

PLEASE NOTE: TO A "T"
We've fixed our Realm link by adding a "t" to it, so the address is now
StJohnEvangelist (rather than StJohnEvangelis).
Old link: (no longer working): onrealm.org/StJohnEvangelis/Register
New link: https://onrealm.org/StJohnEvangelist/Register
Or, if you've already registered, go to:
https://onrealm.org/StJohnEvangelist.
So please update your web browser bookmarks accordingly! Thank
you!

St. John's Welcomes You!

For those requiring special accessibility for wheelchairs, walkers, or other
access, please note, we have one reserved space in our parking lot
opposite 25 Willow St., Newport, for those with a disabled parking permit;
during special events, we also have limited parking along Willow Street in
front of our wheelchair ramp.
To arrange wheelchair or other special access during a service or event,
please alert an usher before the service for access via our ramp, at our

doors along Willow Street. Since these doors must remain open while the
ramp is in use, the ramp is not a permanent setup, especially in the
wintertime, so please let us know when you need it so that we may set it up
for you.
And for Coffee Hour and other social receptions and events in the Guild
Hall, please note, there is access to the Guild Hall via a (permanent) ramp
at the kitchen door. The door to the kitchen is normally unlocked on
Sundays; if you should find the door locked, please let someone inside the
hall know, and they will happy to assist you by opening the door from the
inside.
You may also arrange access in advance by calling or emailing the parish
office at (401) 848-2561 or parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org.

Now Hear This!

St. John's is equipped with a loop system for
hearing aids. A loop system provides a
magnetic, wireless signal that is picked up by
your hearing aid and which greatly reduces
background
noise,
competing
sounds,
reverberation and other acoustic distortions. To
activate, simply set your hearing aid to "T" for
T-coil (telecoil).

The Zabriskie Memorial Church of Saint John the Evangelist

The Choir School of Newport County

