The Evangelist
January 5, 2020

We are ready for you at St. John's!
Monday through Friday: Morning Prayer at 8:30 a.m. & Evening Prayer at 5:30 p.m.
Feast Days & Special Services as announced.
Confessions by appointment.

A Letter From Father Humphrey
Dear People, Neighbors and Friends of St. John's,
The year 2019 was an incredible one for St. John's and the Choir School
of Newport County, thanks to the grace of God and your support. I will
get into all the details when we have our Annual Meeting on Sunday,
January 27 at 10:30 in the Guild Hall, following a combined Mass at 9 a.m.,
but two statistics alone speak to the amazing growth we experienced over
the course of the year: Average Sunday attendance in 2019 increased
by 26.5% compared to 2018, and we had received (at last count)
28% more than expected in pledge dollars in 2019, and that's not
even counting the second half of December!
I wish I could also write that faith has increased on average by 46%,
hope by 33%, and love by 29% compared to 2018, but the church has
not discovered a reliable metric for these essentials of a healthy
community. I do believe, however, that faith, hope, and love are far more
important than those things that are more easily measured, but I will take
my encouragement where I can find it! Suffice it to say we ended the year
with much to be encouraged about as we look ahead to the coming
months.
What's in store for us in 2020? More faith, hope, and love, of course, but
also a lot of nitty-gritty, practical things. We hope to take practical steps
towards supporting the Choir School as it has grown (which has more than
doubled its enrollment compared to the 2018-2019 program year). Our
buildings continue to need more TLC, and our parishioners, neighbors,

and friends need to continue to care for each other and for the world
around us.
In the midst of everything, I intend to preach the Gospel of Jesus
Christ, administer the Sacraments of the New Covenant, caring
"alike for young and old, strong and weak, rich and poor," as the
Bishop charged me to do when I was instituted as your rector over
three years ago.
If 2019 was an incredible year for St. John's, 2020 must be even more
remarkable, not merely because we want it to be so, but because if we
grow in faith, hope, and love, it cannot be otherwise. For now, it is enough
to be thankful to God and for you, as I pray that each of us will grow in
faith, hope, and love in the weeks and months to come.
Happy New Year!
Yours in Christ's service,
N.J.A. Humphrey+
XIV Rector
P.S. I would love to hear from you. You can be in touch by email
a t rector@saintjohns-newport.org, or, to make an appointment,
please visit rector.youcanbook.me.

Scam Alert

Several of our friends, neighbors and people received "whaling" emails
yesterday purporting to be from Fr. Humphrey. A "whaling" scam is when
you receive a fraudulent email purporting to be from the "big fish" (or
"whale") of an organization -- such as the Rector of a church.
This is a common, modern-day scam of the digital age, and you should
never open or respond to messages of this type.
One of the things whaling, phishing, and other Internet and phone
scammers do, is either contact you with the exact same email, phone
number or other contact information that would normally be used to
contact you, or something very similar that you might not notice is off at
first. But, they are only masking their true identity, and the message only
appears to come from the contact you are expecting.
The image above seems very convincing, being that it has Fr. Humphrey's
photo, correct title and location, and a "Blessings" salutation commonly
associated with clergy.
However, in this case, the email is actually not Fr. Humphrey's email
address that he uses to communicate from St. John's Church. (His correct
address is: rector@saintjohns-newport.org).
Secondly, Fr. Humphrey would never ask for your help in such a vague
and impersonal manner, and through email. He would pick up the phone
and call you.
The scam in these fake messages is that they often ask you to perform
some action urgently -- they ask you to "reply to the message," and if you
do, they then give you a series of tasks, asking you to buy specific gift
cards in certain amounts.
We would never do this, and any email requiring you to do anything like
this is not legitimate.
If you are ever in doubt, please contact Fr. Humphrey independently from
the message (never reply to it) by the contact information you have for him
(not what's included in the message), or call the parish office at 401-8482561.
Click here to read the Episcopal Diocese's of Rhode Island warning about

phishing and whaling scams.

Happy New Year!
We've listened to your feedback, and we
hope to unveil many new positive
changes for the Evangelist this year,
some content, some visual. Starting this
week, you can now find Lector, Coffee
Hour, and Usher information by
scrolling below to "Service Details."
You may have noticed, we also recently
added information on which choirs are
singing which service -- also available in
"Service Details" -- and made more
accessible information on just how we can accommodate those who
require special access to our facilities.
If you have comments, questions or suggestions, please share! We love to
hear from readers and are always striving to be more relevant, interesting
and helpful. Drop us a line at parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org or
rector@saintjohns-newport.org. We look forward to hearing from you.

Stewardship Update
Did you know that foundations and community philanthropists pay
particular attention to the depth of support that St. John's has amongst our
own members, neighbors, and friends by looking at the number of people
who are named in the Annual Report? If you have never pledged before
but want to give your vote of confidence to what we are doing as a
parish church, home to a choir school, and community center, please
pledge in any amount for 2020 today!
Many thanks to those who have pledged thus far for 2020. If your name
isn't on the list below, we either haven't recorded your pledge yet or

haven't heard from you. But it's not too late! Simply visit our website
and fill out the online pledge form found at: http://saintjohnsnewport.org/2020-stewardship-pledge/. It's that easy! An updated list will
be published in the Annual Report in January.
Marvin & Cheryl Abney
William Bachus
Lockett Ballard
Stephanie Beaute
Peter & Jennifer Berton
Melissa Bostrom
Pel & Ann Boyer
A.J. & Angela Brosco
Ed & Barbara Carnes
Letty & Ronald Champion
Terry & Mary Lou Chase
Elizabeth Deblois
Clint Dempsey
Dennis Dougherty & Liza Faerber
David & Patricia Dresser
Tom Emmett & Amy Garrison
John & Carol Garagliano
Stephen R. Seiter & Mary Joan Hoene
Andrew Humphrey
Margaret Humphrey
Nathan Humphrey & Anne Stone
Martha Hunnewell
Ruth Jolliffe
Cynthia Lafferty
Diane Landry
John G. Lord
Tom Hockaday & Bill Martin
Pierre Merle
Trish Miller
Christopher & Meaghan Moe
Pat Needham
David & Phyllis Procaccini
Barbara Pyle
Stephen & Ann Quarry
Robert Regalbuto
Christopher Schillaci & Alison O'Brien
Stephanie & Charles Shoemaker
Richard & Linda Stone

Dr. Michael J. R. & Carol Tessman
Mary Van Pelt
William E. Weisert
Mary Jane Zilinger

Looking for Pledge Envelopes?

Thank you for making your 2020 pledge to St. John's!
If you either asked for pledge envelopes, or have had pledge envelopes in
the past and would like them again, please check the shelf on the back of
the last pew for your envelopes with your surname marked on the front in
black Sharpie. They should be in alphabetical order.
If you haven't pledged yet and would like to, pledge cards will be available
on the back shelf as well.
If you would like to check the status of your pledge, please check the list
above, or be in touch with the parish office at parishoffice@saintjohnsnewport.org.

Special Services & Events

Sunday, January 5, at 10:00 a.m.
The Feast of the Epiphany: Procession in Honor of the Three Kings
& Festival High Mass
Our celebration of Christmas concludes with the feast commemorating
the visit of the Wise Men, featuring the Adult Choir of St. John's and the
Professional Choristers of The Choir School of Newport County.

Low Masses
There will be a low Mass in the Chapel of the Blessed Sacrament
immediately following Evening Prayer at 5:30 p.m. on the following dates:
Friday, January 17: The Eve of
the Confession of Saint Peter the
Apostle (left)
Thursday, January 30: For King
Charles, Martyr (below)

Friday, January 24:
The Eve of the Conversion of Saint
Paul the Apostle (above)

A Work in Progress

Please read our Case for Support here.
You can read our Capital Campaign case statement, "Heart Breath Soul: A
Vision for St. John's" here and on our website! If you would like to meet
with Fr. Humphrey about supporting the campaign, please be in touch with
him directly using the email or appointments link in the P.S. to his
Evangelist letter above.

St. John's Swag
The 2020 Churchman Ordo calendars are now for sale in the back of the
church. To purchase one, please place $5.00 in an envelope marked "St.
John's Swag" and deposit the envelope into the alms box in the Narthex,
put it in the offering plate, or hand it to an usher.
Other St. John's swag includes these lapel pins, below, available at cost for
$3 each (or $15 when purchased online through Facebook) while supplies
last. Purchases of St. John's swag such as the calendars and pins go
toward making similar St. John's-specific items available in the future.

In case you missed it, St. John's started distributing these unique lapel pins
(with two butterfly clasps to prevent spinning) last week, for free at St.
John's and available for sale on Facebook ($15) for a limited time.

Reproduced from an 1894 Minton tile at the base of the high altar of The
Zabriskie Memorial Church of Saint John the Evangelist, the pin was
commissioned to commemorate the 125th anniversary of the consecration
of the Gothic Revival landmark building, erected at the height of the Gilded
Age in one of Newport's oldest neighborhoods, surrounded by Colonial
houses.

The design shows the traditional emblem of St. John the Evangelist, an
eagle, with a scroll bearing the saint's name. The pin is exactly one inch in
diameter, neither too large or too small.
This pin is a perfect accessory for any man, woman, or child who wishes
to honor St. John, regardless of affiliation, or as a beautiful collectible in its
own right.

Choir School News

The 2019-2020 Second Edition of the Program Book is here!
To check out our concert listings and to support our donors and

advertisers, you can pick up a copy at St. John's or download a copy
here.
Thank you for all your help in gathering and showing community support
for our programs!

Now Recruiting for Piano Lessons

RISCA Grant awarded; new partnership announced
The Choir School has received a grant of $3,000 from the Rhode Island
State Council on the Arts to further its piano lesson outreach program.
Lessons will be held this fall in a new satellite location in addition to St.
John's!
On Mondays, piano students will take lessons, and have homework
help/activities while waiting for their lessons, at the brand-new Creative
Communities Collaborative space located in the Florence Gray Center at 1
York Street. If you know a child who could benefit from this
opportunity, act now! Word of mouth is by far the best way of reaching
new students, and has brought us the students we now have.
To participate, contact Nikki Vazquez, Piano Program Coordinator, at
choirpianolessonsri@gmail.com today!
To download a flier, please click here, or email this link to a friend for an
online registration form.

Sunday School

Sunday School continues and we can't wait to see the kids this weekend.
Please watch this space for an update soon.
Have a great week!
Jenn & Sybille

For Adults & Older Youth
Rector's Tuesday Book Study
The Rector's Book Study will next meet on
Tuesday, January 14, at 9 a.m. in the Rector's
Study in the Guild Hall, where discussion will
continue on Man is Not Alone: A Philosophy of
Religion by Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel. See
you then!

You're Invited

During Epiphany St. John's will join Episcopalians around the world in the
Good Book Club to read the Gospel of John. Each day throughout
Epiphanytide (January 6 - February 25), participants are invited to read
short passages of John's Gospel.
On Sundays starting January 12, we'll meet in the Guild Hall at 9:00 a.m.
for bagels/coffee and a discussion of the week's readings.
This is an opportunity to read one of the most beautiful and meaningful
books of the Bible and to share your thoughts and questions about it with
fellow parishioners.
Go to The Good Book Club for more information, resources, and the
daily reading list.

Fifth Sunday Food Drive

December is a 5th Sunday Food Drive month! Fifth Sunday Food
Drives benefit the MLK Center and take place every month in which there
are five Sundays. Donations including nonperishable food, toiletries,
household cleaning supplies and gift cards are collected in reusable
shopping bags, available in the church and Guild Hall, and returned for
delivery to the MLK Center at the end of the month. Reusable bags with
tags listing needed items at the MLK Center are located on the Guild Hall
stage and at the front and back of the church. Please return filled bags to
the lounge by Sunday, Jan. 5

Service Details
Sunday, January 5
The Feast of the Epiphany
Low Mass at 8 a.m.
Celebrant & Preacher: Fr. Humphrey

High Mass at 10 a.m.

Celebrant & Preacher: Fr. Humphrey
Click here or below for this week's program.

The St. John's Adult Choir and Girl & Boy Choristers sing this
Sunday. The Girl & Boy Choristers next sing, along with the Adult
Choir, at 9:00 a.m. on Sunday, January 26, for our combined Mass
before Annual Meeting at 10:30 a.m.
Lector: Lindsay Cohn
Ushers at 8:00 a.m.: Cheryl & Marvin Abney
Ushers at 10:00 a.m.: Bill Martin & Tom Hockaday
Coffee Hour at 8:00 a.m.: Terry & Mary Lou Chase
Coffee Hour at 10:00 a.m.: Bill Martin & Tom Hockaday
Acolyte positions available:
Just come to the Sacristy and we'll be glad for your help!
Many thanks to all our altar servers! You, too, can volunteer to
serve
as an acolyte. It's easy; just email Fr. Humphrey at:
rector@saintjohns-newport.org

Supporting St. John's
Would you like to support St. John's?
It's never to late to pledge your support, or to make a donation, in any
amount.
If you would like to pledge your support for St. John's, please visit our
online pledge card here. For other ways to support St. John's, please visit
our
website here,
or
our
Facebook
page
at facebook.com/SaintJohnsNewport.
To give a one-time gift online with or without an account, please click here.
To give by text message:

And always, thank you for your generous support!
Stewardship is a year-round commitment, and we thank you for your
investment in our present and in our future, but above all, thank you
for simply showing up and being who you are, for supporting us in
prayer when you are unable to be with us, and for the love that you
give in so many ways, of which St. John's is merely one recipient and
conduit among many.
To make a pledge: Click here or below:

* To give a one-time gift online without an account, click here.
* To set up recurring online payments through our secure parish
database, Realm, you can register for a new account here.
* To log in to an account you have already set up in Realm,
click here.
* Automated Payments: Check with your local financial institution's
billpay services to set up automated payments to St. John's.
* PayPal online gift: To make a donation through PayPal, click here.
__________________

PLEASE NOTE: TO A "T"
We've fixed our Realm link by adding a "t" to it, so the address is now
StJohnEvangelist (rather than StJohnEvangelis).

Old link: (no longer working): onrealm.org/StJohnEvangelis/Register
New link: https://onrealm.org/StJohnEvangelist/Register
Or, if you've already registered, go to:
https://onrealm.org/StJohnEvangelist.
So please update your web browser bookmarks accordingly! Thank
you!

St. John's Welcomes You!

For those requiring special accessibility for wheelchairs, walkers, or other
access, please note, we have one reserved space in our parking lot
opposite 25 Willow St., Newport, for those with a disabled parking permit;
during special events, we also have limited parking along Willow Street in
front of our wheelchair ramp.
To arrange wheelchair or other special access during a service or event,
please alert an usher before the service for access via our ramp, at our
doors along Willow Street. Since these doors must remain open while the
ramp is in use, the ramp is not a permanent setup, especially in the
wintertime, so please let us know when you need it so that we may set it up
for you.
And for Coffee Hour and other social receptions and events in the Guild
Hall, please note, there is access to the Guild Hall via a (permanent) ramp

at the kitchen door. The door to the kitchen is normally unlocked on
Sundays; if you should find the door locked, please let someone inside the
hall know, and they will happy to assist you by opening the door from the
inside.
You may also arrange access in advance by calling or emailing the parish
office at (401) 848-2561 or parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org.

Now Hear This!

St. John's is equipped with a loop system for
hearing aids. A loop system provides a
magnetic, wireless signal that is picked up by
your hearing aid and which greatly reduces
background
noise,
competing
sounds,
reverberation and other acoustic distortions. To
activate, simply set your hearing aid to "T" for
T-coil (telecoil).

The Zabriskie Memorial Church of Saint John the Evangelist

The Choir School of Newport County

