The Evangelist
December 15, 2019

We are ready for you at St. John's!
Sunday: Low Mass at 8 a.m. & High Mass at 10 a.m.
Monday through Friday: Morning Prayer at 8:30 a.m. & Evening Prayer at 5:30 p.m.
Feast Days & Special Services as announced.
Confessions by appointment.

A Letter From Father Humphrey
Dear People, Neighbors and Friends of St. John's,
Just now in the mail I received a Christmas card from someone whose
name and address I didn't recognize. (This isn't entirely unusual, as I'm
better with faces than I am with names.) Inside was a check made out to
St. John's. When I saw it, I thought, "how nice," and then I read the card,
and was moved to tears by the story it told of how your generosity has
had a positive impact upon one family in our community.

A couple of weeks ago, I was at the local Stop & Shop with my son
picking up items for our Advent Lessons & Carols reception. There was a
woman in front of us in the checkout line with a toddler sitting in the
shopping carriage. When all her groceries had been rung up, she found that
her debit card wasn't functioning as expected. So she had the clerk take a
couple of items off and tried again, to no avail. She tried a second card,
and that, too, failed to go through. She had the clerk take a few more items
off, and when that attempt to get her card to work wasn't accepted, she
asked the clerk to have all her items put back on the shelves, and prepared
to leave.
All during this time, I was praying silently that her card would go through,
because clearly everyone wants the dignity of buying their own food, and I
didn't want to step in if the situation could resolve itself. But when it
became clear she and her two-year-old son were simply going to walk out
of the store without anything, I identified myself as the priest from St.
John's and handed the young mother my business card. I asked, "Would
you allow St. John's to pay for your groceries today?"
She consented tearfully, so the groceries were put on the church credit
card. After the woman left with her groceries, I went about my day. To

me, it was just one of those things we clergy have the privilege of doing on
your behalf, as you entrust us to meet human needs as they arise in the
community.
I decided at the time that I would not share this story lest it come across as
being about me, but when I received the card and the check this morning, I
was reminded again that St. John's exists to recognize and honor the
inherent dignity of every human being as a beloved child of God whom
Jesus came to serve and to save. I was so glad the woman had a chance to
pay for her own groceries by making a donation to St. John's, because the
world is not simply divided between the haves and the have-nots. We are
all both. We all have needs, and we all have something we can give. Her
donation to St. John's can now be used to help someone else, and so she
is "paying it forward," so to speak, rather than simply paying us back. I'm
already thinking of putting her donation towards buying a sturdy pair of
winter boots for someone who could use them.
Best of all, now that I know this person's name and address, I can pop a
card in the mail to her today recounting how her generosity will help others
and inviting her family to Christmas Eve (if they don't already have plans)
or a regular Sunday service. I hastened to add that they shouldn't feel
under any obligation to darken our door; I just wanted them to know they
are welcome at any time and in every season, and assured her that whether
our paths ever cross again or not, she and her family will remain in our
prayers.
Not only do we clergy types get the privilege of acting on your behalf; we
are also charged with encouraging community members to create
opportunities for direct action. Hence the Fifth Sunday Food Drive for the
MLK Center, and many other acts of kindness and service that recognize
the inherent worth of our neighbors; many of these acts happen without
anyone knowing aside from those involved and God.
Occasionally, though, someone will tell me a story that illustrates how
things are supposed to work. As I preached about a couple of months
ago, someone came to our church for the very first time and saw the Fifth
Sunday shopping bags with the list attached, so he decided to take one.
Later in the week, he went shopping with his son, and noticed that he had
been putting name brand and organic items in his cart for his son, but
going for the store brand items for the MLK donation. He stopped and
asked himself why this should be, and found himself putting the generic
items back and putting higher-quality items in his MLK bag. He decided he
would feed strangers the same fare his son would eat.

When he related this story to me, he said that when he stopped in the
store, it was as if something clicked for him about the nature of generosity.
He saw things differently. The way I see it, he experienced a sort of little
conversion to a greater capacity to love.
We all need little daily conversions to a greater capacity for love. When
you made it possible for me to help someone at Stop & Shop, not only
did you empower me to expand my capacity to love our neighbors such as
this woman and her son, but you empowered her to give back and thereby
demonstrate her love for others through St. John's.
As we continue through this season of Advent, I hope that God will give
each of us the opportunity to be converted to love a little more, and in
doing so, inspire others to return that love in whatever ways they can in
this season of gratitude and giving, as we prepare to give thanks at
Christmas for the greatest gift of all in the person of Jesus Christ.
Yours in Christ's service,
N.J.A. Humphrey+
XIV Rector
P.S. I would love to hear from you. You can be in touch by email
a t rector@saintjohns-newport.org, or, to make an appointment,
please visit rector.youcanbook.me.

Organ Restoration Year-End Appeal

We have a lot to sing about as we close 2019 and look on to 2020!
This past year, we honored the 125th anniversary of the consecration
of St. John's Church with a major and successful undertaking: a new
roof over our heads! As we look forward to the year ahead, the energy
taking place within our walls will be strengthened by reinforcing the
masonry of our outside walls.
Additionally, to keep the music playing at full potential, we have embarked
on a much-needed project to preserve and enhance our beloved 1894
Hook & Hastings organ, including a new console (arriving March 2020)
and full restoration of the instrument and its chamber (contracted for 20212022).
During this special season of gratitude, we ask our friends and patrons to
join in the chorus, both literally and figuratively! Please help us continue
the momentum with a 2019-year end donation to fund the upcoming
restoration initiatives for the masonry and organ.
Additional details can be found on pages 12-13, 15 & 23 of the blue Choir
School program book, on the St. John's website, or by reaching out to
Kristin MacMannis at development@saintjohns-newport.org.

Organ Console Under Construction

Here's a peek at the progress of our new organ console under
construction in an artisan woodworking shop in Winterville, Ohio.
By late January, the completed and stained casework, pedalboard
(framed in one of the photos), and keyboards will be shipped to
another workshop in Milan, Michigan, for three weeks of installation
of electronics and wiring. After testing, it will be shipped to us for
installation in Newport in late February or early March. Only one
week will be required for its installation, likely between Sundays
involving no interruption of our liturgical use of the 125-year-old
instrument.

Special Services & Events

Sunday, December 22, at Coffee Hour after 10:00 a.m. Mass
St. John's Cookie Swap!
What is more inviting than a wide variety of cookies for Christmas? Bring a
batch or two of your favorite holiday cookies and exchange them with others to
create a delicious assortment to take home. You don't bake or you don't have
any time? Simple: Visit your favorite bakery or bring some holiday candies. The
important thing is to join in the fun of sharing! The swap will take place during
coffee hour in the Guild Hall after 10 o'clock Mass. Folks from the 8 o'clock
Mass are heartily invited to join in the swap. Take-home containers will be
provided.
____________________________________________________________

Monday, December 23, Noon-3 p.m.
Holiday Open House with Four Faiths, Four Landmarks
St. John's is pleased to once again partner with the Four Faiths, Four Landmarks
Walking Tour for a holiday open house, when nine historic houses of worship
will open their doors to highlight the holiday traditions practiced by different
faiths and share their contributions to Newport's significant history of religious
freedom and diversity. At St. John's, newcomers and old friends alike can enjoy
Christmas music; our Italian Creche, with figures dating to the 16th Century and
gifted to St. John's in 1914; our Self-Guided Walking Tour by Robert
Regalbuto; and of course, the beautifully decorated church, under the direction
of John Sawicki. This year's display includes poinsettias and a forest motif, with
natural branches, berries, fresh fruit, topiaries and a soft candlelight glow. Fr.

Humphrey will be on hand to greet visitors and answer questions. You can read
more about the tour in Newport This Week.

Volunteer opportunity: If you are interested in sharing your knowledge of St.
John's and helping Fr. Humphrey greet visitors, please be in touch with the
parish office at parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org or with Fr. Humphrey at
rector@saintjohns-newport.org.
P.P.S. If greeting visitors and chatting about St. John's is your thing, St. John's
is having another special open house tour on Saturday, December 28, from 4:00
- 7:00 p.m., when we're expecting even bigger crowds. (We'll have more details
soon.) If you would like to participate, please be in touch with Fr. Humphrey or
the parish office as above.
____________________________________________________________

Tuesday, December 24, at 5:00 & 10:00 p.m.
Christmas Eve Services
The 5 o'clock Family Service is entirely incense-free, while the 10 o'clock
"Midnight Mass" has all the trimmings! This is a Christmas in Newport event.
____________________________________________________________

Wednesday, December 25, at 10:00 a.m.
Combined Christmas Celebration
Join us at St. John's for a combined Christmas morning celebration on
Wednesday, December 25, at 10 a.m., together with Trinity Church and
Emmanuel Church.
____________________________________________________________

Sunday, December 29, at 10:00 a.m.
St. John's Day With Christmas Carols
The Feast of our patron, Saint John the Evangelist.
____________________________________________________________

Low Masses
There will be a low Mass in the Chapel of the Blessed Sacrament
immediately following Evening Prayer at 5:30 p.m. on the following dates:

Friday, December 20: Low Mass for St. Thomas

Candle Dedications & Christmas Flowers

We honor J. Edward Teixeira, and remember Alexander J.
Vincent, Joseph Teixeira, Alma M. Dempsey and Theodora Shaw,
in whose names the Sanctuary Lamp Candle above the High Altar
is given throughout Advent.
___________________________________________________________

If you would like to dedicate the Advent wreath, its candles, or another
candle in honor or in memory of a loved one, please be in touch with the Parish
Office at parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org to make sure the date is free.
The suggested donation for a candle dedication is $25, although a donation is
any amount is welcome.
If you would simply like to dedicate any of the above candles on the next
available date, write which candle and its dedication in the memo line of your
check and put it in the offering plate.
___________________________________________________________

The greening of St. John's for Christmas is under way! Please consider
giving generously to the Christmas Flowers fund in honor or memory of a loved
one by putting your cash or check in the Christmas Flowers envelope or in the
offering plate, being sure to put "Christmas Flowers" in the memo line.
Christmas flower envelopes are available in today's bulletin, and at the front and
back of the church.

Christmas Decor Encore

Looking to change up your holiday decorations? Searching for some
"new" holiday décor? Check out our Christmas tables in the Guild Hall,
where you can bring your unwanted holiday or seasonal items, or browse
for new ones. Like what you see? Take something home and leave a
donation. Proceeds benefit St. John's.

A Work in Progress

Please read our Case for Support here.
It's here! You can now read our Capital Campaign case statement, "Heart
Breath Soul: A Vision for St. John's" here and on our website! If you
would like to meet with Fr. Humphrey about supporting the campaign,
please be in touch with him directly using the email or appointments link in
the P.S. to his Evangelist letter above.
Thank you for your patience as the project continues.
As always, for your safety, please respect taped-off areas, and pay
attention as you're walking around the campus, as we've been alerted to
occasions where frustrated persons have attempted to go under the tape to
avoid the inconvenience of walking around it. This is not safe; the tape is
there for a reason.

Looking for a Stocking Stuffer?
The new 2020 Churchman Ordo calendars are now for sale in the back of

the church. To purchase one, please place $5.00 in an envelope marked
"St. John's Swag" and deposit the envelope into the alms box in the
Narthex, put it in the offering plate, or hand it to an usher.
Other St. John's swag includes these lapel pins, below, available at cost for
$3 each (or $15 when purchased online through Facebook) while supplies
last. Purchases of St. John's swag such as the calendars and pins go
toward making similar St. John's-specific items available in the future.

In case you missed it, St. John's started distributing these unique lapel pins
(with two butterfly clasps to prevent spinning) last week, for free at St.
John's and available for sale on Facebook ($15) for a limited time.

Reproduced from an 1894 Minton tile at the base of the high altar of The
Zabriskie Memorial Church of Saint John the Evangelist, the pin was
commissioned to commemorate the 125th anniversary of the consecration

of the Gothic Revival landmark building, erected at the height of the Gilded
Age in one of Newport's oldest neighborhoods, surrounded by Colonial
houses.

The design shows the traditional emblem of St. John the Evangelist, an
eagle, with a scroll bearing the saint's name. The pin is exactly one inch in
diameter, neither too large or too small.
This pin is a perfect accessory for any man, woman, or child who wishes
to honor St. John, regardless of affiliation, or as a beautiful collectible in its
own right.

Choir School News

The 2019-2020 Program Book is here!
To check out our concert listings and to support our donors and
advertisers, you can pick up a copy at St. John's or download a copy
here.
Choir School donors who give between now and the end of the year will
be acknowledged in the second edition of the program book.
Thank you for all your help in gathering and showing community support
for our programs!

Now Recruiting for Piano Lessons

RISCA Grant awarded; new partnership announced
The Choir School has received a grant of $3,000 from the Rhode Island
State Council on the Arts to further its piano lesson outreach program.
Lessons will be held this fall in a new satellite location in addition to St.
John's!
On Mondays, piano students will take lessons, and have homework
help/activities while waiting for their lessons, at the brand-new Creative

Communities Collaborative space located in the Florence Gray Center at 1
York Street. If you know a child who could benefit from this
opportunity, act now! Word of mouth is by far the best way of reaching
new students, and has brought us the students we now have.
To participate, contact Nikki Vazquez, Piano Program Coordinator, at
choirpianolessonsri@gmail.com today!
To download a flier, please click here, or email this link to a friend for an
online registration form.

Sunday School

Sunday School continues and we can't wait to see the kids this weekend.
Please watch this space for an update soon.
Have a great week!
Jenn & Sybille

For Adults & Older Youth
Rector's Tuesday Book Study
The Rector's Book Study will next meet on
Tuesday, Dec. 17, at 9 a.m. in the Rector's Study
in the Guild Hall, where discussion will continue
on Man is Not Alone: A Philosophy of Religion
by Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel. See you
then!

You're Invited

During Epiphany St. John's will join Episcopalians around the world in the
Good Book Club to read the Gospel of John. Each day throughout
Epiphanytide (January 6 - February 25), participants are invited to read
short passages of John's Gospel.
On Sundays starting January 12, we'll meet in the Guild Hall at 9:00 a.m.
for bagels/coffee and a discussion of the week's readings.
This is an opportunity to read one of the most beautiful and meaningful
books of the Bible and to share your thoughts and questions about it with
fellow parishioners.
Go to The Good Book Club for more information, resources, and the
daily reading list.

Fifth Sunday Food Drive

December is a 5th Sunday Food Drive month! Fifth Sunday Food
Drives benefit the MLK Center and take place every month in which there
are five Sundays. Donations including nonperishable food, toiletries,
household cleaning supplies and gift cards are collected in reusable
shopping bags, available in the church and Guild Hall, and returned for
delivery to the MLK Center at the end of the month. Reusable bags with
tags listing needed items at the MLK Center are located on the Guild Hall
stage and at the front and back of the church. Please return filled bags to
the lounge by Sunday, Jan. 5

Service Details
Sunday, December 15
The Third Sunday of Advent, Rose Sunday
Low Mass at 8 a.m.
Celebrant & Preacher: Fr. Humphrey

High Mass at 10 a.m.

Celebrant & Preacher: Fr. Humphrey
Click here for this week's bulletin.
The St. John's Adult Choir and Girl Choristers sing the Mass today;
along with the Adult Choir, the Boy Choristers are singing next
Sunday.
Acolyte positions available:
Just come to the Sacristy and we'll be glad for your help!
Many thanks to all our altar servers! You, too, can volunteer to
serve
as an acolyte. It's easy; just email Fr. Humphrey at:
rector@saintjohns-newport.org

Considering a Year-End Gift?

The tax man cometh -- but it's not too late for you to make a year-end gift
of cash or appreciated stock for 2019 or 2020!
For "Smart Charitable Tax Strategies" from Fidelity, click here.
For more information on how to make a donation of this type to St.
John's, please be in touch with Business Manager Beverly Brownell at

bookkeeper@saintjohns-newport.org, and thank you for thinking of us!

Supporting St. John's
Would you like to support St. John's?
It's never to late to pledge your support, or to make a donation, in any
amount.
If you would like to pledge your support for St. John's, please visit our
online pledge card here. For other ways to support St. John's, please visit
our
website here,
or
our
Facebook
page
at facebook.com/SaintJohnsNewport.
To give a one-time gift online with or without an account, please click here.
To give by text message:

And always, thank you for your generous support!
Stewardship is a year-round commitment, and we thank you for your
investment in our present and in our future, but above all, thank you
for simply showing up and being who you are, for supporting us in
prayer when you are unable to be with us, and for the love that you
give in so many ways, of which St. John's is merely one recipient and
conduit among many.
To make a pledge: Click here or below:

* To give a one-time gift online without an account, click here.
* To set up recurring online payments through our secure parish
database, Realm, you can register for a new account here.
* To log in to an account you have already set up in Realm,
click here.
* Automated Payments: Check with your local financial institution's
billpay services to set up automated payments to St. John's.
* PayPal online gift: To make a donation through PayPal, click here.
__________________

PLEASE NOTE: TO A "T"
We've fixed our Realm link by adding a "t" to it, so the address is now
StJohnEvangelist (rather than StJohnEvangelis).

Old link: (no longer working): onrealm.org/StJohnEvangelis/Register
New link: https://onrealm.org/StJohnEvangelist/Register
Or, if you've already registered, go to:
https://onrealm.org/StJohnEvangelist.
So please update your web browser bookmarks accordingly! Thank
you!

Now Hear This

St. John's is equipped with a loop system for
hearing aids. A loop system provides a
magnetic, wireless signal that is picked up by
your hearing aid and which greatly reduces
background
noise,
competing
sounds,
reverberation and other acoustic distortions. To
activate, simply set your hearing aid to "T" for
T-coil (telecoil).

The Zabriskie Memorial Church of Saint John the Evangelist

The Choir School of Newport County

