The Evangelist
November 24, 2019

We are ready for you at St. John's!
Sunday: Low Mass at 8 a.m. & High Mass at 10 a.m.
Monday through Friday: Morning Prayer at 8:30 a.m. & Evening Prayer at 5:30 p.m.
Feast Days & Special Services as announced.
Confessions by appointment.

Performing this Sunday: The St. John's Adult Choir sings the Mass at
10:00 a.m., while the Boy and Girl Choristers will next sing, along with
the Adult Choir, at An Advent Service of Lessons & Carols on December
1 at 5:00 p.m.

A Letter From Father Humphrey
Dear People, Neighbors and Friends of St. John's,
Without a working boiler in the Guild Hall, my children must have sensed
that I needed more than space heaters to keep me warm, for on Thursday
my daughter insisted I take her beloved Maria The Donkey into the office,
and today my son followed suit by pressing his cherished Nutta The
Chipmunk on me. Surrounded by these furry friends, I was reminded of
Daniel Striped Tiger from Mr. Rogers' Neighborhood, that popular PBS
children's show that so many of us grew up watching.

There's a new movie out starring Tom Hanks in the role of Mr. Rogers, the
unfailingly gentle host of Mr. Rogers' Neighborhood from 1968-2001. I
haven't seen "A Beautiful Day in the Neighborhood" (yet), though Anne
and I did see last year's documentary, "Won't You Be My Neighbor?" It
brought me to tears several times. I remember in particular getting choked
up watching Mr. Rogers deliver the Dartmouth College commencement
address in 2002, the year after the show ended and the year before he died.
He asked those assembled to observe a minute of silence to think about
those who had helped them become who they are. Then he said,

"Anyone who has ever been able to sustain good work has had at
least one person - and often many - who have believed in him or her.
We just don't get to be competent human beings without a lot of
different investments from others... From the time you were very
little, you've had people who have smiled you into smiling, people
who have talked you into talking, sung you into singing, loved you
into loving."

Maria The Donkey and Nutta The Chipmunk reminded me of two people
for whom Anne and I have had the privilege of smiling, talking, singing,
and loving into doing the same for others, including for us, and though I
am by no means as unfailingly gentle as Mr. Rogers, he does inspire me to
try, with God's help, to be a better husband, parent, friend, neighbor, and
pastor.
Mr. Rogers was himself an ordained minister (in his case in the
Presbyterian church), so our vocations aren't as far apart as one might
think. I just don't have the constant pressure of writing, directing, and
providing music for a transformative children's television program. But I
do have the constant pressure of writing, directing, and providing music
for a transformative intergenerational community of faith, though
admittedly, the last of those is carried out by Peter as our organist and
choirmaster, and I only provide the music by way of general oversight.
When it comes to writing, there's these Friday letters and my Sunday

sermons, and as for directing, there's always the liturgy, and a whole lot
more that happens behind the scenes.
Just as Peter and I are a team, and we rely on many others to help us put
together our weekly "show," Mr. Rogers didn't do it all by himself, either.
He had many people working day in, day out, to make his make-believe
neighborhood a reality, both in front of the camera and behind the scenes.
While I can hardly claim that St. John's or the Point could ever be regarded
as "Fr. Humphrey's Neighborhood" in a proprietary sense, six years ago I
took ownership of this church and this neighborhood in a specific way,
and hoped that God could use me in some small way to transform this
church into a flourishing community center. This transformation has
happened, leading to deeper connections with Point residents as we reach
out beyond our immediate neighbors to all our neighbors, wherever they
might live. We've done this primarily through the outreach of the Choir
School, but each and every one of us does it whenever we are good
neighbors to anyone.
I'm no Mr. Rogers, it's true. But together, we can make a neighborhood
that's more than make-believe. We can, with God's help, sustain the
good work that we have been undertaking now for several years,
and which has been supported by so many, and specifically by you,
the people, neighbors, and friends of St. John's. Even relative
strangers have pitched in from time to time when they've learned
about the progress we've made and the impact we're having in the
lives of young people. We have been the recipients of enormous
generosity from people who see the impact we are having and want
to help us expand that impact in the Point neighborhood and beyond.
As Mr. Rogers said, "We just don't get to be competent human beings
without a lot of different investments from others." These investments
come in the form of showing up on Sundays and at concerts and special
events, grants to restore our church and pledges to strengthen our walls
and refurbish our organ, dinners for over twenty hungry choir boys and
girls, and through it all the investment of your time, talent, and treasure this
stewardship season.
Thanks to your support, you are helping us smile others into smiling,
talk others into talking, sing others into singing, and love others into
loving. When I sit down with a grieving widow, you make that
possible. When our lay Eucharistic visitor brings communion to a
shut-in, you make that possible. When the furnace and the boiler

give out and you still show up, you are making it all possible.
So thank you for helping me personally keep smiling, talking, singing, and
loving, even when my toes are cold and I'm worried about the budgets of
the church and the choir school and our campus that needs so much
tender loving care, all of which doesn't happen "without a lot of different
investments from others." Thank you for believing in St. John's.
Mr. Rogers in his simplicity was a kind of miracle. And St. John's in all its
complexity is some kind of miracle, too! I don't know how God worked in
Fred Rogers' life to form him into the sort of loving human being he
became. (I pray God will give me some small share of what Fred Rogers
had.) And I don't know how God has kept St. John's and the Choir
School chugging along and growing. But I do know one thing: As long as
you don't give up on us or on yourself, as long as you keep smiling,
talking, singing, loving, and (yes, I have to put it out there,) giving,
we will continue to be the miracle we are called to be for each other
and for the world around us.
Yours in Christ's service,
N.J.A. Humphrey+
XIV Rector
P.S. To be in touch with me at any time, email me
a t rector@saintjohns-newport.org, or, to make an appointment,
please visit rector.youcanbook.me.

Heating Update
Thank you for bearing with us while we work to restore heat to the Church
and Guild Hall. Recently, the large furnance that heats the Church and the
Guild Hall boiler were both deemed inoperable and beyond repair! Vestry
members Terry Chase and Chris Schillaci have been working tirelessly to
have heat restored to both the Church and Guild Hall by December 1, just
in time for our Advent Service of Lessons & Carols. We hope to see you
there to celebrate the joys (and miracles!) of the season.

Upcoming Events

Sunday, December 1, at 5:00 p.m.
An Advent Service of Lessons & Carols
Join us at 5:00 p.m. for this popular annual service featuring the Professional
Choristers of The Choir School of Newport County, and the St. John's adult
choir. Advent Lessons & Carols is an atmospheric sequence of traditional
readings and Advent carols with congregational hymns. Join in a centuries-old
journey from twilight to light as the historic church on the Point begins in neardarkness and progresses in stages to full light along with the music. Directed by
Peter Stoltzfus Berton; area clergy and civic officials participating. Free-will
offering. Incense-free and child-friendly for ages 5 and up. This is a Christmas in
Newport event. Special guest readers Gov. Gina Raimondo, McBean Trust
Chairman Donald Christ, and MLK Center Executive Director Heather Strout,
among others.

Tuesday, December 3, at 5:30 p.m.
Christmas Tree Lighting and Point Party
Hosted by The Point Association, the revelry starts with the traditional tree
lighting and ceremonies including local dignitaries at Storer Park. Then, the
Christmas cheer moves indoors to the Guild Hall for a festive party, with the St.
John's Adult Choir and the Professional Choristers of The Choir School of
Newport County leading carols, including the local carol "Christmas on the
Point."

Wednesday, December 11, at 7:00 p.m.
Christmas on the Point (incense-free!)
The Professional Choristers, along with the Adult Choir and guest soloists, will

perform the sixth annual Christmas on the Point concert, a merry affair featuring
organ music, choir and instrumental selections and congregational caroling along
with a traditional reading by Fr. Humphrey of the Christmas Story. With special
lighting and decoration, St. John's comes alive with choirs, harp and vintage
1894 organ. Suggested donation $15, $10 seniors/students, children ages 5-12
free. This is a Christmas in Newport event.

____________________________________________________________
CANCELED: Pop-Up Christmas Mini-Market
We're sorry, but due to a scheduling conflict, the Pop-Up Christmas MiniMarket for December 21 is canceled.

A Work in Progress

Please read our Case for Support here.

It's here! You can now read our Capital Campaign case statement, "Heart
Breath Soul: A Vision for St. John's" here and on our website! If you
would like to meet with Fr. Humphrey about supporting the campaign,
please be in touch with him directly using the email or appointments link in
the P.S. to his Evangelist letter above.
Thank you for your patience as the project continues.
As always, for your safety, please respect taped-off areas, and pay
attention as you're walking around the campus, as we've been alerted to
occasions where frustrated persons have attempted to go under the tape to
avoid the inconvenience of walking around it. This is not safe; the tape is
there for a reason.

Get Your 2020 Ordo Calendar!
The new 2020 Churchman Ordo calendars are now for sale in the back of
the church. To purchase one, please place $5.00 in an envelope marked
"St. John's Swag" and deposit the envelope into the alms box in the
Narthex, put it in the offering plate, or hand it to an usher.
Other St. John's swag includes these lapel pins, below, available at cost for
$3 each (or $15 when purchased online through Facebook) while supplies
last. Purchases of St. John's swag such as the calendars and pins go
toward making similar St. John's-specific items available in the future.

In case you missed it, St. John's started distributing these unique lapel pins
(with two butterfly clasps to prevent spinning) last week, for free at St.
John's and available for sale on Facebook ($15) for a limited time.

Reproduced from an 1894 Minton tile at the base of the high altar of The
Zabriskie Memorial Church of Saint John the Evangelist, the pin was
commissioned to commemorate the 125th anniversary of the consecration
of the Gothic Revival landmark building, erected at the height of the Gilded
Age in one of Newport's oldest neighborhoods, surrounded by Colonial
houses.

The design shows the traditional emblem of St. John the Evangelist, an
eagle, with a scroll bearing the saint's name. The pin is exactly one inch in
diameter, neither too large or too small.
This pin is a perfect accessory for any man, woman, or child who wishes
to honor St. John, regardless of affiliation, or as a beautiful collectible in its
own right.

Choir School News

The 2019-2020 Program Book is here!
To check out our concert listings and to support our donors and
advertisers, you can pick up a copy at St. John's or download a copy
here.
Choir School donors who give between now and the end of the year will
be acknowledged in the second edition of the program book.
Thank you for all your help in gathering and showing community support
for our programs!

Now Recruiting for Piano Lessons

RISCA Grant awarded; new partnership announced
The Choir School has received a grant of $3,000 from the Rhode Island
State Council on the Arts to further its piano lesson outreach program.
Lessons will be held this fall in a new satellite location in addition to St.
John's!
On Mondays, piano students will take lessons, and have homework
help/activities while waiting for their lessons, at the brand-new Creative
Communities Collaborative space located in the Florence Gray Center at 1
York Street. If you know a child who could benefit from this
opportunity, act now! Word of mouth is by far the best way of reaching
new students, and has brought us the students we now have.
To participate, contact Nikki Vazquez, Piano Program Coordinator, at
choirpianolessonsri@gmail.com today!
To download a flier, please click here, or email this link to a friend for an
online registration form.

Candle Dedications

We honor J. Edward Teixeira, and remember Alexander J. Vincent,
Joseph Teixeira, Alma M. Dempsey and Theodora Shaw , in whose
names the Sanctuary Lamp Candle above the High Altar is given this
week and next and throughout Advent.
If you would like to dedicate a candle in honor or in memory of a loved
one, please be in touch with the Parish Office to make sure the date is free.
The suggested donation for a candle dedication is $25, although a donation
is any amount is welcome. If you would simply like to dedicate any of the
above candles on the next available date, write which candle and its
dedication in the memo line of your check and put it in the offering plate.
Questions? Contact parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org.

Sunday School

Sunday School continues and we can't wait to see the kids this weekend.
Please watch this space for an update soon.
Have a great week!
Jenn & Sybille

For Adults & Older Youth

Rector's Tuesday Book Study
The Rector's Book Study will next meet on
Tuesday, Nov. 26, at 9 a.m. in the Rector's
Study in the Guild Hall, where discussion will
continue on Man is Not Alone: A Philosophy of
Religion by Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel. See
you then!

St. John's AED Training

UPDATE: Although we tried to organize a group class, the logistics
proved too difficult, so for those interested in AED or CPR training,
please be in touch with the Newport Fire Department, which offers classes
at their America's Cup firehouse. Look for the new units to be installed
soon!

Coat Drive

Many folks have been inquiring lately about a winter coat drive. Although
St. John's does not have one, an intrepid volunteer was kind enough to let
us know about the efforts of St. Paul's United Methodist Church on
Marlborough Street.
For donations to St. Paul's coat drive, either contact the church office by
phone at (401) 846-0966 or via email at stpaulnpt@gmail.com , or you can
drop off used coats in clean and in good condition any Wednesday until
Nov. 20 between 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. at the church. Donations of hats,
scarves, mittens and gloves are also welcome.
If you need a coat, the first day that coats are available will be Friday, Nov.
29, the day following Thanksgiving.
Throughout the winter the church is open and coats are available
Wednesdays between 1-4 p.m. and Sundays at 11:30 a.m.
For more information, either call or email the church, or check out the St.
Paul's website at stpaulsumcnewportri.com.

Service Details
Sunday, Nov. 24
Christ the King

Low Mass at 8 a.m.
Celebrant: Fr. Humphrey

High Mass at 10 a.m.
Celebrant: Fr. Humphrey
Preacher: The Rev. Marek Zabriskie
We welcome special guest preacher the Rev. Marek Zabriskie,
rector of Christ Church, Greenwich, Conn., and distant relation of
our benefactor Sarah Titus Zabriskie, as we continue celebrating
the 125th anniversary of the donation of this church to the Point
neighborhood
.
Click here for this week's bulletin.

Acolyte positions available:
Just come to the Sacristy and we'll be glad for your help!
Many thanks to all our altar servers! You, too, can volunteer to
serve
as an acolyte. It's easy; just email Fr. Humphrey at:
rector@saintjohns-newport.org

Supporting St. John's
Would you like to support St. John's?
It's never to late to pledge your support, or to make a donation, in any
amount.

If you would like to pledge your support for St. John's, please visit our
online pledge card here. For other ways to support St. John's, please visit
our
website here,
or
our
Facebook
page
at facebook.com/SaintJohnsNewport.
To give a one-time gift online with or without an account, please click here.
To give by text message:

And always, thank you for your generous support!
Stewardship is a year-round commitment, and we thank you for your
investment in our present and in our future, but above all, thank you
for simply showing up and being who you are, for supporting us in
prayer when you are unable to be with us, and for the love that you
give in so many ways, of which St. John's is merely one recipient and
conduit among many.
To make a pledge: Click here or below:

* To give a one-time gift online without an account, click here.
* To set up recurring online payments through our secure parish
database, Realm, you can register for a new account here.
* To log in to an account you have already set up in Realm,
click here.
* Automated Payments: Check with your local financial institution's
billpay services to set up automated payments to St. John's.
* PayPal online gift: To make a donation through PayPal, click here.
__________________

PLEASE NOTE: TO A "T"
We've fixed our Realm link by adding a "t" to it, so the address is now
StJohnEvangelist (rather than StJohnEvangelis).

Old link: (no longer working): onrealm.org/StJohnEvangelis/Register
New link: https://onrealm.org/StJohnEvangelist/Register
Or, if you've already registered, go to:
https://onrealm.org/StJohnEvangelist.
So please update your web browser bookmarks accordingly! Thank
you!

Now Hear This

St. John's is equipped with a loop system for
hearing aids. A loop system provides a
magnetic, wireless signal that is picked up by
your hearing aid and which greatly reduces
background
noise,
competing
sounds,
reverberation and other acoustic distortions. To
activate, simply set your hearing aid to "T" for
T-coil (telecoil).

The Zabriskie Memorial Church of Saint John the Evangelist

The Choir School of Newport County

