The Evangelist
September 1, 2019

We are ready for you at St. John's!
Sunday: Low Mass at 8 a.m. & High Mass at 10 a.m.
Monday through Friday: Morning Prayer at 8:30 a.m. & Evening Prayer at 5:30 p.m.
Feast Days & Special Services as announced.
Confessions by appointment.

A Letter from Father Humphrey
Dear People, Neighbors, and Friends of St. John's,
Good news! For those of you who don't have the time for my prolix
meanderings, I'm going to start putting my intended takeaways in
bold, so you can simply skim my weekly letter!
Over the past two weeks, I've been struggling with a lot of stress in my life,
some of it over good things, such as the growing pains associated with
managing a church, a choir school, and a capital campaign, and some of it
over some not-so-good things, which it would be TMI for me to share
here. Suffice it to say that I was shocked to learn this past Monday that
I've lost twenty pounds over the past two years, and when I decided to
stop shaving while I was out of the office this past week, I was stunned by
how my beard, which was mostly red two years ago, is now mostly white!
The good news is I don't have any dread disease; it's just life in middle
age! So I've been trying to get re-centered in God, and as a part of that I've
been meditating on a prayer by the late John Stott, a prominent priest of
the Church of England's Evangelical wing, who was in many ways the
English Billy Graham. I came across a prayer that he is said to have prayed
every morning of his life in ministry, part of which is:
Heavenly Father, I pray that I may live this day in your presence and
please you more and more.
Lord Jesus, I pray that this day I may take up my cross and follow

you.
Holy Spirit, I pray that this day you will fill me with yourself and
cause your fruit to ripen in my life: love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.
I found this prayer when I did a Google search after I decided to do a
study of the fruit of the Spirit as described by Paul in Galatians 5:22-23,
"love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, and self-control." I can't imagine anyone reading this list who
would honestly think, "Yeah, I have enough of all of those." Can we ever
get enough love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, and self-control? Which ones do you have enough of in your
life?
What I love about John Stott's prayer is that it highlights the conviction in
our spiritual tradition that these things are not of our own making. We
cannot grasp them or force them to happen. Rather, like fruit, they ripen,
sometimes slowly. (Too slowly!) The Christian tradition affirms, in the
words of the epistle of James, that "every generous act of giving, with
every perfect gift, is from above," that is, the fruit of the Spirit can come to
us only insofar as we are connected to God.
But what about those of us who don't believe in God or have trouble
with this whole faith thing? I know plenty of loving and patient atheists,
for example. At Music on the Lawn last night, one attendee said to me,
somewhat jokingly but also, I suspect, somewhat seriously, "I don't
believe in God, but I fear him greatly!" To which I replied, in essence, that
it doesn't really matter that much to God whether any person believes in
God's existence. God's existence, after all, isn't dependent upon whether
we believe in it or not! But it does matter to God how we live, because if
we live as if we respect God, we are likely to live the sort of lives that
matter to God (and we are more likely to connect with God ... eventually,
God-willing). There are many people, after all, who profess to believe in
God but whose lives do not manifest sufficient "love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control." Atheism,
to my mind, is a rather artificial construct, prioritizing our doubts
and confusions over our character and virtue as directed by what
rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel, in Man is Not Alone, describes as the
"sense of the ineffable."
In my Tuesday book study, we have been reading from that remarkable
philosophy of religion paragraph by paragraph, savoring it and simply

discussing it as the Spirit moves. Heschel's initial thesis is that there are
"three aspects of nature which command [our] attention: power,
loveliness, grandeur." As one reads his reflections, it becomes clear that
the opening chapters are an extended meditation on the Platonic forms of
the true, the beautiful, and the good. He keeps returning to triads such as
"art, thought, and noble living," writing of "saints, poets, and
philosophers" or philosophers, poets, and mystics; metaphysics, being,
value. The contemplation of the "ineffable" leads to "radical amazement," a
form of "awe or reverence" that is at the root of all "art, philosophy and
religion."
Is it possible to have any true, good, or beautiful art, philosophy, or
religion without finding in them some measure of love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and selfcontrol? Certainly the world is full of the false, the evil, and the ugly, but
we only know these things for what they are by what they are not: they are
the negations of the true, the good, and the beautiful. They are what distort
art, philosophy, and religion. Whenever art, philosophy, or religion is
weaponized, when it is turned to serve propaganda or any selfcentered agenda bent on taking power, loveliness, and grandeur into
our own hands, for our own purposes, we lose our ability to live in
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, and self-control.
The challenge then, is in how to open ourselves to the increase of
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, and self-control in our own lives, as individuals, in our
relationships with our spouses and partners and parents and children and
extended family, in our relationships with each other in the church, in our
neighborhoods, and in the world. And the Christian spiritual tradition
is pretty clear that the only way to do that is through self-emptying,
by taking up our cross daily and following Jesus, and thereby living
in God's presence.
In other words, it's a slog. And in my own life I must juggle the quotidian
demands of being a spouse, a parent, a son, a baptized child of God, a
minister set apart for diaconal and priestly service in the Church, as
someone who has a specific context: St. John's on the Point in beautiful
Newport, Rhode Island. You, too, are called to grow in love, joy,
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and
self-control in your own context, whatever that may be. And we are
all called to realize that we cannot do so without God's abundant

grace. Whether we "believe in God" or not in this particular
moment of time, God's grace is available to everyone who wishes to
increase in the fruit of the Spirit that I've listed. And who doesn't
want to do that? Only those, I suppose, who care more about possessing
power, loveliness, and grandeur for their own selfish needs. Which, if
we're honest, is all of us from time to time, whether we "believe in God" or
not. So the important thing is to return to the virtues when we've
fallen away from them.
One way I try to show forth whatever puny firstfruits of the Spirit have
ripened in my own life is by practicing the discipline of gratitude. Thus,
I will close these ramblings by thanking some people who have been of
service to me and to St. John's, some over a long period of years, others
on shorter-term projects, and I have several on my list today.
First, I'd like to thank Tom Hockaday, who has after five years of
dedicated service decided to step back from the leadership of the Capital
Campaign Committee. He was instrumental in leading the search for our
feasibility study consultant, Jerry Henry of Alexander Haas, and steered the
committee through the initial planning phases that has resulted in the
funding of the million-dollar roof restoration project that will, God-willing,
be brought to completion by the end of this year, as well as spearheading
the effort to raise the funds for a new organ console. It's been no secret
for years that a capital campaign has been in the works, and since January
the fact of the campaign has been widely advertised. I am extremely
grateful that Tom agreed to shepherd us from the feasibility study through
the initial leadership phase, particularly since he did so while serving as
president of the Point Association, sitting on several boards and nonprofit
committees, and building a new house with Bill! Tom's expertise and
sound advice has served St. John's well, and on Tuesday he gave the
Vestry some guidance that will help us as we transition from the
leadership phase of the campaign to the fully public solicitation
phase, which we expect to launch soon. As a housewarming gift, I had
the great privilege of presenting a framed print of the 1923 John Howard
Benson pen and ink drawing of The Zabriskie Memorial Church building,
beautifully framed with a mat (or "matte" as my English grandmother
always spelled it) of "Szápáry Red."

When I went to Arnold Art several months ago to have five of these prints
framed as gifts from the Vestry to major donors and dedicated volunteers,
I looked through several shades of red (my favourite colour) before
settling on the one pictured, at which point the clerk told me that she calls
it "Szápáry Red" because whenever the late Countess Szápáry, the
daughter of Countess Széchenyi (née Gladys Moore Vanderbilt) came in
to have anything framed for the Breakers, she would pore over all the
mattes until finally settling on the same red one every time. Since Gladys
Vanderbilt Szápáry, the daughter of the late countess, is a trustee of the
McBean Charitable Trust, and the Trust had just awarded us a $916,000
grant for the roof restoration, this seemed quite an auspicious selection. So
it is fitting that Tom should be given a token of our love and respect that
symbolizes his successes in leading our campaign to this stage.
The strategic direction of the campaign is now officially in the hands of the
Vestry, who will be approving a final Case for Support in early September.

Many thanks are due my wife, Anne Stone, who donated a week's worth
of her professional time laying out and editing the copy of what eventually
will be the core document of the campaign. Thanks as well are due to
Tom, Martha Yules, Robin Cabral, Cheryl Abney, Terry Chase, and
Melanie Ventura for either overseeing and/or reviewing several earlier
versions of the Case for Support. The Vestry will likely release the final
version electronically by mid-September at the earliest and we plan on
having a print version available no later than our 125th Feast of
Dedication on Sunday, November 17, when we will celebrate a
combined Mass at 10 a.m. (that is, there will be no Low Mass that
day), with an incense-free Evensong at 4 p.m., at which the Bishop
will be present. Save the date!
This past week, I received the preliminary report of the Audit Committee,
comprised of Beverly Brownell, Tom Emmett, and Peter Robey, and
the final report will be formally presented to the Vestry at our next regular
meeting on Tuesday, September 16 at 6 p.m. I am profoundly grateful to
the committee for their diligence over the past couple of months. I often
passed through the Lounge in the Guild Hall as they did their work, papers
strewn across the conference table, and I am sure they spent many more
hours outside of meetings reviewing our finances. We had an eminently
qualified committee. Beverly, our Business Manager and the staff liaison to
the committee, has an MBA, Tom is a former treasurer of this parish, and
Peter is the recently retired Director of Finance for the Episcopal Diocese
of Long Island. He and his wife, Kim, have moved to Newport and attend
Emmanuel Church, and it was important to us and to the diocese to have a
set of "outside" eyes on our books, though you may be familiar with Peter
and Kim from special events and services, so they are very much active
friends of St. John's. But not such good friends that his financial
objectivity was clouded! I am happy to report there are no significant
issues the committee found, and that our internal controls are sound.
I fully intend to implement their recommendations so that we are
following best practices in being good stewards of the resources you
entrust to us.
Finally, among the many resources you entrust to us, I am most grateful
personally for the lifegiving gift of music, which outside of church
services is made possible by the time and talent of the Friends of Music
Committee under the leadership of Peter Stoltzfus Berton. Now don't
get me wrong: I get as excited about capital campaigns and audits as the
next guy, but I really look forward to Music on the Lawn every summer!
(Everyone knows that my favorite part is the 50/50 Raffle, but the music
isn't bad, either.)

MOTL isn't the only thing the Friends of Music Committee coordinates,
however. They also handle aspects of our other concerts such as the
annual Concert of Remembrance in November (this year on Sunday,
November 3 at 4 p.m.) and Christmas on the Point (scheduled for
Thursday, December 12 at 7 p.m.). The Friends of Music is a group
of fun-loving folks who are both parishioners and non-parishioners.
You don't have to be a Point resident to be a non-parishioner member; you
simply have to love music and want to pitch in to help make more music
happen at St. John's outside of our liturgical schedule, "from Bach to
Rock!" If you think you might enjoy serving on the Friends of Music
Committee, I encourage you to be in touch with Peter at
petersberton@gmail.com today!
That's enough of my rambling for now. Until next week, I remain,
Yours in Christ's service,
N.J.A. Humphrey+
XIV Rector
P.S. To be in touch with me at any time, email me at rector@saintjohnsnewport.org, or, to
make an appointment, please visit
rector.youcanbook.me.

This Weekend

Special Labor Day Program! Sunday, Sept. 1, at 4 p.m.: Brass &
Organ, classical and pops, with the Worcester Brass Consort and Peter
Stoltzfus Berton! Admission $15/$10 at the door, with proceeds to benefit
the St. John's Capital Campaign.
You can check out the music program for the concert here!

Saint John the Evangelist Lapel Pin

Now available for sale on Facebook ($15) or for free at St. John's for a
limited time while supplies last.
Based on an 1894 Minton tile at the base of the high altar of The Zabriskie
Memorial Church of Saint John the Evangelist in Newport, Rhode Island,
this unique lapel pin (with two butterfly clasps to prevent spinning) was
commissioned to commemorate the 125th anniversary of the consecration
of the Gothic Revival landmark, erected at the height of the Gilded Age in
Newport's oldest neighborhood, surrounded by colonial houses.

The design shows the traditional emblem of St. John the Evangelist, an
eagle, with a scroll bearing the saint's name. The pin is exactly one inch in
diameter, neither too large or too small.
This pin is a perfect accessory for any man, woman, or child who wishes
to honor St. John, regardless of affiliation, or as a beautiful collectible in its
own right.

RWU Day at St. John's

On Monday, a dedicated group of Roger Williams University students
again spent a day volunteering their time to clean, oil, polish, count, schlep,
weed, paint, Swiffer, wipe and organize around St. John's, ably organized
by Junior Warden Adrienne Haylor.
As you can see from the photos above, they did a great job as usual. Many
thanks to the volunteers, organizers and supervisors!

Music on the Lawn
O ur Music on the Lawn Concert continues on Thursday, Sept. 5,
from 6-8:30 p.m. with the Navy Band Northeast Brass Quintet!
This is our final concert of the season, so don't miss it!

Music on the Lawn by Friends of Music at St. John's features great
bands, awesome food trucks, wine & beer, super sponsors, 50/50 raffle
and more!

2019 Season Sponsor: The Point Association
Thank you!

Stewardship Update

In just over a month, if you have made a pledge to St. John's, you will
receive your quarterly statement. If you're not sure, we encourage you to
check the progress of your pledge now so you aren't surprised when
October rolls around.
You can look at your giving history in two ways: either email an inquiry to
Beverly Brownell, our Business Manager at bookkeeper@saintjohnsnewport.org and she will gladly answer your questions by email or phone,
or log in to your Realm account.
Setting up and logging in is easy, even if you don't consider yourself very
tech-savvy. To set up a new account, simply click here, which brings you
here:

Once you fill in your information, click "Giving" to the left of your profile,
here:

And then click on the "+ Give" tab here:

Which brings up options here, where you can choose amount, fund,
frequency of giving and dates, and choose your payment method:

After you've filled in your information, click "Give" at the bottom, and
you're done!
If you already have an existing Realm account and would like to log in
now, click here.
Just as with your own household, our ability to stay on top of our
obligations is dependent on cash flow. We are grateful to all our generous
donors who pledge and who give in so many other ways. You make it
possible to carry out St. John's mission to pursue the worship of God, the
reconciliation of all people through Christ, and service to the community
and the world.
If you haven't pledged for 2019, it's not too late! Pledging helps us plan
realistically, and as we prepare for the 2020 stewardship campaign, we are
committed to adopting a budget that most accurately reflects the current
economic realities.
You can help us get the clearest picture of what we are able to accomplish

by pledging and by making regular planned contributions. If you'd like
assistance setting up a schedule with your bank, just let us know.
Finally, we are extraordinarily grateful to those of you who regularly
exceed your pledges every year. Whether you have pledged $50/year or
$5000/year or more, if by year's end you have added 5%-10% more to
what you told us to expect, it's always a pleasant surprise! Every little bits
helps us do what you expect us to do: give glory to God and serve each
other in God's name.

Now Recruiting for Piano Lessons

RISCA Grant awarded; new partnership announced
The Choir School has received a grant of $3,000 from the Rhode Island
State Council on the Arts to further its piano lesson outreach program.
Lessons will be held this fall in a new satellite location in addition to St.
John's!
On Mondays, piano students will take lessons, and have homework
help/activities while waiting for their lessons, at the brand-new Creative
Communities Collaborative space located in the Florence Gray Center at 1
York Street. If you know a child who could benefit from this
opportunity, act now! Word of mouth is by far the best way of reaching

new students, and has brought us the students we now have.
To participate, contact Nikki Vazquez, Piano Program Coordinator, at
choirpianolessonsri@gmail.com today!
To download a flier, please click here, or email this link to a friend for an
online registration form.

Choir School News

Professional Chorister Juno Conwell is the winner of this year's Beach Idol
contest, taking the grand prize, a recording session at Stable Sound Studio
in Portsmouth, with her rendition of the song "A Million Dreams" from
The Greatest Showman. Congratulations, Juno!
Earlier in the competition, sister Eden Conwell won first place in one of the
individual rounds, and the sisters have competed in previous Beach Idols
as well.
Congratulations, Conwells!

Photo by Peter Berton

On August 18, fresh from choir camp in Connecticut, the Professional
Choristers of The Choir School, joined by the St. John's Adult Choir,
traveled to sing Evensong in the Sunset Concert Series of St. Andrew'sby-the-sea Episcopal Church, Hyannis Port.

The event made new friends for St. John's
and The Choir School, and generated
$1,000 of income for The Choir School.
A lovely reception for the singers was
hosted by a St. Andrew's parishioner from
the Order of St. Lazarus, which St. John's
has hosted regularly for its annual
gatherings.
The chapel's breathtaking location and
surprisingly excellent acoustics (especially
when the choir was singing opening prayers
from a location outdoors), made for a memorable and prayerful musical
expedition. It was also a great practice run for repertoire to be sung at our
125th Anniversary Evensong in November.

Photos by Patty Burdick

A Work in Progress
In case you missed it, with the exception of the church tower, the blue area

below is Phase 1A, Roof Restoration, a million-dollar project, which has
been fully funded thanks in part to a generous $916,000 grant from the
Alletta Morris McBean Charitable Trust and individual donations from
parishioners, neighbors, and friends.

The yellow area above is Phase 1B, Exterior Stone Repointing, which we
will be undertaking in 2020. We are still raising funds for the part of the
church tower repointing in blue and for a new organ console. All told, we
are still looking to raise at least $250,000 before the end of 2019
from individuals both within the parish and in the wider community in
order to keep our five-year plan on track.
If you are interested in finding out more about the capital campaign for St.
John's, or want to volunteer to help, please be in touch with Fr. Humphrey
a t rector@saintjohns-newport.org or 401-500-0042. And check out our
Progress page at http://saintjohns-newport.org/progress/.

Make Your Mark!
Prayer Tiles
The attendees of the Peter Quire Day Celebration brunch were each given

an original tile from our 125-year-old roof, one of the very tiles that Peter
Quire saw go up. These tiles, in fact, are destined to go back on that roof,
perhaps for another 125 years. Ludowici, the company that made these
tiles, is still in business, making the same high-quality tiles. Only 25-30% of
the tiles on the roof will be new ones.
Fr. Humphrey invited the attendees to write with a Sharpie on the tiles
about what or who they were grateful for, or to write their hopes and
dreams for St. John's, or a prayer for themselves or a loved one, living or
departed. The tiles will be placed back on the roof and these messages will
be discovered the next time we have to undertake a project like this, which
may not be until the year 2144, when we turn 250!
Here are a few of the lovely tiles that people inscribed:

In this way, the people who celebrated Peter Quire Day and their intentions
have become a part of St. John's history.
Would you like to write a message on a tile? Be in touch with Fr.
Humphrey at rector@saintjohns-newport.org and make history today!

Candle Dedications

If you would like to dedicate a candle in honor or in memory of a loved
one, please be in touch with the Parish Office to make sure the date is free.
The suggested donation for a candle dedication is $25, although a donation
is any amount is welcome. If you would simply like to dedicate any of the
above candles on the next available date, write which candle and its
dedication in the memo line of your check and put it in the offering plate.
Questions? Contact parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org.

We're looking forward to Sunday School resuming next Sunday, Sept. 8!
If you would like to help with Christian Education, please be in touch with
Fr. Humphrey at rector@saintjohns-newport.org.

For Adults & Older Youth
Rector's Tuesday Book Study
The Rector's Book Study will meet on Tuesday,
August 27, at 9:00 a.m. in the Rector's Study in
the Guild Hall, where discussion will continue
on Man is Not Alone: A Philosophy of Religion
by Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel. See you
then!

Safe Church Training
The Diocese announces two opportunities for Safe Church training this fall
for lay people.
In addition, there is Lay Eucharistic Visitor (LEV) Training scheduled

directly after the Safe church training on September 28th. Please complete
the application for a LEV license and email it to Mary Ann Mello at
maryann@episcopalri.org by September 23rd. Space is limited on both
days of training sessions, so please register your trainees as soon as
possible.
Safe Church Training: Registration now open
Safeguarding God's People in-person training for lay leaders and church
staff is being offered this fall in southern and northern Rhode Island. For
both days, please bring a bagged lunch; drinks, coffee and snacks will be
provided. Lay Eucharistic Visitor training is being offered for one session
only on September 28, at 2 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Southern Rhode Island: Safe Church Training 8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Saturday, September 7, at Holy Trinity, Tiverton.
To register, click here.
Northern Rhode Island: Safe Church training 8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m., and Lay
Eucharistic Visitor* (LEV) training from 2 to 3:30 p.m. Saturday,
September 28, at Emmanuel, Cumberland.
To register for safe church training or Safe Church training and Lay
Eucharistic Visitor training: Click here.
Please email Mary Ann at maryann@episcopalri.org with any questions.

Service Details
Sunday, Sept. 1
The Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
Proper 17
Low Mass at 8 a.m.

Preacher & Celebrant: Fr. Humphrey

High Mass at 10 a.m.
Preacher & Celebrant: Fr. Humphrey
Click here for this week's bulletin.

Acolyte positions available:
Just come to the Sacristy and we'll be glad for your help!
Many thanks to all our altar servers! You, too, can volunteer to
serve
as an acolyte. It's easy; just email Fr. Humphrey at:
rector@saintjohns-newport.org

Supporting St. John's
Would you like to support St. John's?
It's never to late to pledge your support, or to make a donation, in any
amount.
If you would like to pledge your support for St. John's, please visit our
online pledge card here. For other ways to support St. John's, please visit
our
website here,
or
our
Facebook
page
at facebook.com/SaintJohnsNewport.
To give a one-time gift online with or without an account, please click here.
To give by text message:

And always, thank you for your generous support!
Stewardship is a year-round commitment, and we thank you for your
investment in our present and in our future, but above all, thank you
for simply showing up and being who you are, for supporting us in
prayer when you are unable to be with us, and for the love that you
give in so many ways, of which St. John's is merely one recipient and
conduit among many.
To make a pledge: Click here or below:

* To give a one-time gift online without an account, click here.
* To set up recurring online payments through our secure parish
database, Realm, you can register for a new account here.
* To log in to an account you have already set up in Realm,
click here.
* Automated Payments: Check with your local financial institution's
billpay services to set up automated payments to St. John's.
* PayPal online gift: To make a donation through PayPal, click here.
__________________

PLEASE NOTE: TO A "T"
We've fixed our Realm link by adding a "t" to it, so the address is now
StJohnEvangelist (rather than StJohnEvangelis).
Old link: (no longer working): onrealm.org/StJohnEvangelis/Register
New link: https://onrealm.org/StJohnEvangelist/Register
Or, if you've already registered, go to:
https://onrealm.org/StJohnEvangelist.
So please update your web browser bookmarks accordingly! Thank
you!

Now Hear This

St. John's is equipped with a loop system for hearing aids. A loop system
provides a magnetic, wireless signal that is picked up by your hearing aid
and which greatly reduces background noise, competing sounds,
reverberation and other acoustic distortions. To activate, simply set your
hearing aid to "T" for T-coil (telecoil).

The Zabriskie Memorial Church of Saint John the Evangelist

The Choir School of Newport County

