The Evangelist
September 29, 2019

We are ready for you at St. John's!
Sunday: Low Mass at 8 a.m. & High Mass at 10 a.m.
Monday through Friday: Morning Prayer at 8:30 a.m. & Evening Prayer at 5:30 p.m.
Feast Days & Special Services as announced.
Confessions by appointment.

Reader Response Requested
Dear People, Neighbors, and Friends of St. John's,
This week, instead of allowing readers the usual glimpse into what's going
on inside my head, I'd like to pick your brains! Below, you'll find a writing
prompt; don't feel obligated to be as lengthy as I tend to be, but all
responses, from a sentence to a paragraph to an essay, are most welcome.
Please email your response either directly to me at rector@saintjohnsnewport.org, noting whether, if published, you wish to remain
anonymous.
Or, if you'd like to send in something and remain anonymous from yours
truly, send it confidentially to Senior Warden Cheryl Abney at
swarden@saintjohns-newport.org. She will strip out identifying information
and forward it to Melanie in the parish office.
Ready for the prompt? Here you go:
We have good reason to have confidence in God and the future
of St. John's and the Choir School, because...
Why am I asking you to write something? Simply this: I talk enough as it
is. It's time for me to listen. Next week you'll get to enjoy the verbal
stylings of Peter Stoltzfus Berton as he kindly volunteered (without my
asking him to!) to provide the Friday letter in my absence, as I will be in

London at Lambeth Palace and Westminster Abbey for a conference from
Monday through Friday.
Upon my return, I'll look over what you all submit and share my own
reflections, as my time away leading the clergy conference has given me
plenty of reasons to be confident in God's continued blessings on St.
John's and The Choir School thanks to your own commitment and
support of our mission and ministry in this place.
Of course, if you have the opposite viewpoint, feel free to share that with
me and/or Cheryl as well, and one or both of us will follow up with you as
desired.
Yours in Christ's service,
N.J.A. Humphrey+
XIV Rector
P.S. To be in touch with me at any time, email me at rector@saintjohnsnewport.org, or, to
make an appointment, please visit
rector.youcanbook.me.

Campaign Update

Please read our Case for Support here.
It's here! You can now read our Capital Campaign case statement, "Heart
Breath Soul: A Vision for St. John's" here and on our website! If you
would like to meet with Fr. Humphrey about supporting the campaign,
please be in touch with him directly using the email or appointments link in
the P.S. to his Evangelist letter above. And be sure to read about the
exciting update on our incredible progress in bold below the
architectural drawing you've seen so often!

A Work in Progress
UPDATE: Please note, all entrances and exits to the church and hall
are open this weekend. Thank you for your patience as the project
continues.
As always, for your safety, please respect taped-off areas, and pay
attention as you're walking around the campus, as we've been alerted to
occasions where frustrated persons have attempted to go under the tape to
avoid the inconvenience of walking around it. This is not safe; the tape is
there for a reason.
With the exception of the church tower, the blue area below is Phase 1A,
Roof Restoration, a million-dollar project, which has been fully
funded thanks in part to a generous $916,000 grant from the Alletta Morris
McBean Charitable Trust and individual donations from parishioners,
neighbors, and friends.

UPDATE:
The yellow area above is Phase 1B, Exterior Stone Repointing, which we
will be undertaking in 2020. We are still raising funds for the part of the
church tower repointing in blue and for a new organ console. We are
pleased to announce that we now only need to raise less than
$100,000 before the end of 2019 from individuals both within the parish
and in the wider community in order to keep our five-year plan on track.
We also have an outstanding grant application that, if successful,
may help us meet up to 50% of our goal, and of course we are still
accepting donations towards Cynthia Sinclair's matching grant
through the end of the year or until it has been fulfilled, whichever
comes first.
Stay tuned for further information next week with all the details on
our goals for 2020. And thank you for your ongoing prayers and
support!
If you are interested in finding out more about the capital campaign for St.
John's, or want to volunteer to help, please be in touch with Fr. Humphrey
a t rector@saintjohns-newport.org or 401-500-0042. And check out our
Progress page at http://saintjohns-newport.org/progress/.

This Sunday

Michaelmas
Sunday, Sept. 29, at 4 p.m.
Choral Evensong & Solemn Benediction for the Feast of St. Michael
and All Angels , known as Michaelmas, will be held on Sunday, Sept. 29,
at 4 p.m.This contemplative service of music features the Professional
Choristers of The Choir School of Newport County and the St. John's
Adult Choir, with organ music. Included are Mendelssohn's "For he shall
give his angels charge over thee" from Elijah, specific to this observance of
the feast celebrating angels; and Howells' celebrated Magnificat and Nunc
Dimittis written for Gloucester Cathedral, a staple of the Anglican choral
heritage of which the St. John's choral program is a part. Also included is a
short Introit by the choirs' director, Peter Stoltzfus Berton, setting a text by
Cardinal John Henry Newman, "O Lord, support us all the day long." A
reception follows in the Guild Hall.

Homecoming Sunday

On Sunday, Oct. 27, invite all your relatives and friends in the area who
have been a part of St. John's in the past -- or who you would like to see
become a part of St. John's in the future -- to a family reunion of a
different sort -- your church family! Homecoming Sunday serves as the
kickoff of our Stewardship 2020 Campaign, please join with us and receive
your stewardship pledge card.

The Amado Family Memorial Cope

In 2018, Fr. Humphrey was approached by a longtime parishioner who
wished to do something to honor the memory of her late friend William
Amado (1924-2013), father of our current senior warden, Cheryl Abney, and
her sister, Karen McGee.
Since this memorial was initiated prior to the announcement of the McBean
grant and the Capital Campaign, the rector asked the parishioner what she
thought would be a suitable memorial. After looking at some options, they
settled on a rose cope by Philadelphia artist Davis d'Ambly, who among
several commissions through the years, designed the columbarium, the St.
John Shrine, our complete lightweight green set of vestments, altar hangings,
and paraments, and a rose dalmatic and tunicle to match an earliercommissioned chasuble that Mr. d'Ambly had also made prior to Fr.
Humphrey's arrival at St. John's.
On Rose Sunday in Advent and Rose Sunday in Lent, it is the custom in this
parish for the sacred ministers to enter in a joyful "Solemn Entrance" with the
choir from the West Doors of the church, the celebrant wearing a cope and
immediately switching to the rose chasuble. Over the past couple of years,
this has meant that the celebrant enters as a violet thorn between two roses,
as we only possessed a violet cope (albeit with a dash of rose in the hood) to
be worn along with the new rose vestments for the deacon and subdeacon.
Henceforth, the celebrant will feel as pretty as the sacred ministers who flank
him. Fr. Humphrey looks forward to rejoicing in his new "vie en rose" on
Gaudete Sunday, the Third Sunday of Advent on December 15, 2019, and

again on Laetare Sunday, the Fourth Sunday in Lent, on March 22, 2020.
The best thing about rose vestments is that, properly stored, they last far
longer than other vestments because they are only worn twice a year!
Cheryl just happened to be in the office when it arrived on Wednesday, and
was wonderfully surprised and touched by the generosity of the gesture. May
the soul of Bill Amado and the souls of all the departed members of the
Amado family rest in peace and rise in glory.
Currently, the cope is scheduled to be blessed at the 10 a.m. service on
"Homecoming Sunday," October 27. We hope as many of the extended
Amado family and their friends as possible can join us for this joyful
occasion of remembrance and thanksgiving for the central role this family has
played over five generations in the life of St. John's.

Senior Service Expo
Saturday, October 19, 8:30-noon
St. Luke's Episcopal Church, East Greenwich
Episcopal Charities of Rhode Island invites all to participate in an
upcoming Senior Service Expo taking place on Saturday, October 19, at
St. Luke's Episcopal Church, 99 Peirce St., East Greenwich, from 8:30
a.m. to noon. Registration starts at 8:30 a.m. and the program begins
promptly at 9 a.m.
This expo is for church members, clergy, pastoral care teams and anyone
who wishes to learn more about issues facing our seniors, as well as the
many challenges facing families and caregivers. Friends and neighbors are
especially welcome.
The event will begin with a keynote address by Ms. Kathleen Heren of the
Better Long Term Care Alliance.
Afterwards, participants will be invited to a "round robin" of three, twentyminute conversation opportunities with agencies representing a wide variety
of issues relevant to the needs of seniors, and to learn about available
resources.
Expo participants include: AARP; Alzheimer's Association; Better Long
Term Care Alliance; Hallworth House; Hope Hospice and Palliative
C ar e; PAC E; NRI Division of Elder Affairs; Rhode Island Legal

Services; Rhode Island Medicaid; Saint Elizabeth Community; Southern
Rhode Island Volunteers; and the United Health Care Dual Complete
Program (for people with Medicare and Medicaid)
Please invite your friends and neighbors to this free event; this Expo is
open to all who have questions and concerns about the care of elders in
our community.
To register, click here: https://seniorserviceexpo.eventbrite.com.

St. Peter's Lutheran Church, at 525 Broadway, Newport, presents "The
Conversation Project" on Saturday, Oct. 19, from 10-11:30 a.m. at the
church.
The Conversation Project is dedicated to helping people talk about their
wishes for end-of-life care. A conversation can provide shared
understanding of what matters most to you and your loved ones. this can
make it easier to make decisions when the time comes.
St. Peter's program features:
Tom Gibbons, a two-time cancer survivor
Christopher Joshi, from The Conversation Project

Craig S. Sampson, Esq. with R.I. directives
All are welcome!

Low Masses
There will be a low Mass in the Chapel of the Blessed Sacrament
immediately following Evening Prayer at 5:30 p.m. on the following dates:

Tuesday, Oct. 15: Low Mass for
Our Lady of Walsingham

Friday, Oct. 18: Low Mass for St.
Luke

Tuesday, Oct. 22: Low Mass for
St. James of Jerusalem, left

Tuesday, Oct. 29: Low Mass for
Sts. Simon & Jude, above
(transferred from Oct. 28).

Saint John the Evangelist Lapel Pin
Good news -- we'll still give you a lapel pin for free in church on Sunday,
but during the week, we'll be leaving them in the church on the honor
system at cost for $3 each (or $15 when purchased online through
Facebook) while supplies last.
To purchase a lapel pin, Ordo calendar, or other St. John's items as
available, just put payment in a "St. John's Swag" envelope (available at the
back of the church), and place the envelope in the Alms box in the
Narthex, or in the collection plate. Purchases such as these will go toward
making similar St. John's-specific items available in the future.

In case you missed it, St. John's started distributing these unique lapel pins
(with two butterfly clasps to prevent spinning) last week, for free at St.
John's and available for sale on Facebook ($15) for a limited time.

Reproduced from an 1894 Minton tile at the base of the high altar of The
Zabriskie Memorial Church of Saint John the Evangelist, the pin was
commissioned to commemorate the 125th anniversary of the consecration
of the Gothic Revival landmark building, erected at the height of the Gilded
Age in one of Newport's oldest neighborhoods, surrounded by Colonial
houses.

The design shows the traditional emblem of St. John the Evangelist, an
eagle, with a scroll bearing the saint's name. The pin is exactly one inch in
diameter, neither too large or too small.
This pin is a perfect accessory for any man, woman, or child who wishes
to honor St. John, regardless of affiliation, or as a beautiful collectible in its
own right.

Choir School News

On Tuesday, October 1, the Professional Choristers will perform by
invitation as part of the 40th Anniversary celebration of the Rhode Island
Coalition Against Domestic Violence, in the Atrium of the Crowne Plaza
Hotel, Warwick. The event begins at 4:00 and the singing will occur at
around 5:30; it is open to the public and all guests are asked to register
online here.

2019-2020 Program Book Advertising Sought
It's that time of the year again, when we solicit display advertising for our
annual program book. Information is downloadable here; the deadline is
Oct. 18 for space reservations, Oct. 22 for ad submissions and
payments.
Thanks for your help in gathering and showing community support for our
programs! In addition to display ads, we solicit your help in attracting
listings: personal messages of support for the choir, or just a name,
in exchange for a donation. No amount is too large or small!

Now Recruiting for Piano Lessons

RISCA Grant awarded; new partnership announced
The Choir School has received a grant of $3,000 from the Rhode Island
State Council on the Arts to further its piano lesson outreach program.
Lessons will be held this fall in a new satellite location in addition to St.
John's!
On Mondays, piano students will take lessons, and have homework
help/activities while waiting for their lessons, at the brand-new Creative
Communities Collaborative space located in the Florence Gray Center at 1
York Street. If you know a child who could benefit from this
opportunity, act now! Word of mouth is by far the best way of reaching
new students, and has brought us the students we now have.
To participate, contact Nikki Vazquez, Piano Program Coordinator, at
choirpianolessonsri@gmail.com today!
To download a flier, please click here, or email this link to a friend for an
online registration form.

Candle Dedications

If you would like to dedicate a candle in honor or in memory of a loved
one, please be in touch with the Parish Office to make sure the date is free.
The suggested donation for a candle dedication is $25, although a donation
is any amount is welcome. If you would simply like to dedicate any of the
above candles on the next available date, write which candle and its
dedication in the memo line of your check and put it in the offering plate.
Questions? Contact parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org.

Have you heard that Meditation is helpful for your physical and mental
health? There are tremendous benefits to having a daily practice of
meditation, and for Christians, the practice of Centering Prayer as a form of
meditation can also provide spiritual growth and depth in your relationship
with God. Come try it out in this special day retreat.
A full Introduction to Centering Prayer Workshop will be led by
Contemplative Outreach Trainer Mike Smoolca on Saturday, Oct. 19, at the
Chapel of St. John the Divine, Saunderstown, from 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. At
the same time, for experienced practicioners, an Advanced Workshop will
be offered with instruction from Thomas Keating's The Spiritual Journey.
Lunch will be provided (suggested donation $10) as well as snacks and
refreshments.
Check-in starts at 9:30 a.m. and Program starts promptly at 10 a.m.
Introduction Workshop will conclude at 2:20 p.m.
For information and tickets: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/centering-prayerday-sponsored-by-congregational-development-commission-tickets72552090255
Offered by the partnership of Church of the Ascension, Wakefield, and
Chapel of St. John the Divine and sponsored by the Episcopal Diocese of
Rhode Island Congregational Development Commission.

All are welcome!
If anyone from the St. John's community would like to go but is in need of
a ride, please be in touch with the parish office at parishoffice@saintjohnsnewport.org.

Sunday School

Sunday School is back in session, the start of a beautiful year! We had
eight kids join us in our celebration to the start of the year. We talked
plans, and reviewed some of the stories we learned from last year, while
munching on some sweet treats.

This year coming we have many exciting plans. The full year's curriculum
has been planned, and will be printed for ease of use. We are going to be
focusing on various Kings this year and will be creating our own method
of judging the actions of each King.
We are also most excited to focus on intergenerational experience that
church life brings. There are many ways we plan to bring together the
youngest of us with all of you, so get ready! Later in the month, you may
just find a special something in your mail slot. Lots more fun to come.

For Adults & Older Youth
Rector's Tuesday Book Study
The Rector's Book Study is on hiatus next week
as the Rector travels abroad, and will next meet
on Tuesday, Oct. 8, at 9:00 a.m. in the Rector's
Study in the Guild Hall, where discussion will
continue on Man is Not Alone: A Philosophy of
Religion by Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel. See
you then!

St. John's AED Training

As part of our call to care for the community and congregation, St John's
recently purchased two automatic emergency defibrillators (AEDs) for the
Church and Guild Hall. AEDs are used to help those experiencing sudden
cardiac arrest. While AEDs are designed to be easy-to-use (the units we
purchased verbally issue step by step directions and will only work if they
sense an abnormal heart rhythm), training in their use and the symptoms of
cardiac arrest makes them much more effective.
Training also serves to limit the liability of individuals rendering aid with
them. St. John's is coordinating an AED and CPR certification training
class, the exact date and cost TBD. If you are interested in taking the class
please
contact
Parish
Administrator
Melanie
Ventura
at
parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org or (401) 848-2561.
Training is tentatively scheduled for certain Mondays and/or Wednesdays
in November from 9 a.m.-noon at the Newport Fire Station across from
the Marriott on America's Cup. Dates are determined by number of
signups, so please be in touch if you are interested.

5th Sunday Food Drive

September wraps up another 5th Sunday Food Drive month! Please bring
your filled bag to the Guild Hall no later than this Sunday, Sept. 29.
Fifth Sunday Food Drives occur during months in which there are -- you
guessed it! -- five Sundays, with all food collected going to the MLK
Center.
You can participate by picking up a reusable bag in the church or hall with
this handy-dandy list attached, above, and bringing your filled bag back for
delivery by the dedicated volunteers who run this program.
If you would like to help, please be in touch with the parish office at
parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org.

A Pastoral Letter From Bishop Knisely
A little over a week ago we all received news that the Rev. Gregory Lisby
had been arrested and charged with one count of possession of child
pornography. At a hearing yesterday in Worcester, he waived his right to a
preliminary hearing and remains in federal custody in Massachusetts.
Many of you knew Greg during his time here in Rhode Island. Others
know Greg from seminary days. And many of you know his husband,
Tim, who was also a priest in our diocese, and their two children. This
charge, if true, is just devastating news.

All our hearts ache for the families affected, for the children, for the
congregations and for the community. And I imagine that this charge, if
true, might feel like a betrayal to those closest to Greg and his ministry. I
don't understand how, but I have faith that God is active in the midst of all
of this, working to bring some kind of healing to those who need it. Lay
people can certainly reach out to their clergy with pastoral concerns, and if
additional support is needed, I ask clergy to contact me directly. I have
asked the Rev. Sean Manchester to be available to clergy who would like
spiritual support in this moment. You can reach Sean by contacting my
office.
We take the safety of children very seriously in the Episcopal Diocese of
Rhode Island. All active clergy and any lay leader who has contact with
children through church programs participate in the safe church training
programs endorsed and mandated by the Episcopal Church. If you or
anyone you know wishes to share any information about this situation or
any related situations, I ask that you contact the diocesan intake officer for
disciplinary matters, at intake@episcopalri.org.
I ask your prayers for all connected with this devastating situation. I want
to particularly lift up the young people who have been betrayed and who
have been used to create these pornographic materials. Please pray for the
congregations that are impacted across three dioceses. Please pray for
Greg's family. Please pray for Greg.
Holy One, may your angels bring peace and healing in the midst of this
storm. May there be justice done and may victims be comforted. In Jesus'
name. Amen.
+Nicholas
Bishop of Rhode Island
September 26, 2019
Providence

Safe Church Training
Safe Church training is being offered from 8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday,
September 28, at Emmanuel, Cumberland, followed by Lay Eucharistic

Visitor training from 2 p.m. to 3:30 p.m..
Please bring a bagged lunch; drinks, coffee and snacks will be provided.
Please complete the application for a LEV license and email it to Mary Ann
Mello at maryann@episcopalri.org by September 23rd. Space is limited,
so please register your trainees as soon as possible.
To register for safe church training or Safe Church training and Lay
Eucharistic Visitor training: Click here.
Please email Mary Ann at maryann@episcopalri.org with any questions.

Service Details
Sunday, Sept. 29
The Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Proper 21
Low Mass at 8 a.m.
Celebrant: Fr. Humphrey
Preacher: Deacon Close

High Mass at 10 a.m.
Celebrant: Fr. Humphrey
Preacher & Deacon: Deacon Close
Click here for this week's bulletin.

4:00 p.m.
Choral Evensong and Solemn Benediction for

the Feast of St. Michael & All Angels
Officiant: Bishop Nicholas Knisely

Click here or above for program book.

Acolyte positions available:
Just come to the Sacristy and we'll be glad for your help!
Many thanks to all our altar servers! You, too, can volunteer to
serve
as an acolyte. It's easy; just email Fr. Humphrey at:
rector@saintjohns-newport.org

Supporting St. John's

Would you like to support St. John's?
It's never to late to pledge your support, or to make a donation, in any
amount.
If you would like to pledge your support for St. John's, please visit our
online pledge card here. For other ways to support St. John's, please visit
our
website here,
or
our
Facebook
page
at facebook.com/SaintJohnsNewport.
To give a one-time gift online with or without an account, please click here.
To give by text message:

And always, thank you for your generous support!
Stewardship is a year-round commitment, and we thank you for your
investment in our present and in our future, but above all, thank you
for simply showing up and being who you are, for supporting us in
prayer when you are unable to be with us, and for the love that you
give in so many ways, of which St. John's is merely one recipient and
conduit among many.
To make a pledge: Click here or below:

* To give a one-time gift online without an account, click here.
* To set up recurring online payments through our secure parish
database, Realm, you can register for a new account here.
* To log in to an account you have already set up in Realm,
click here.
* Automated Payments: Check with your local financial institution's
billpay services to set up automated payments to St. John's.
* PayPal online gift: To make a donation through PayPal, click here.
__________________

PLEASE NOTE: TO A "T"
We've fixed our Realm link by adding a "t" to it, so the address is now
StJohnEvangelist (rather than StJohnEvangelis).

Old link: (no longer working): onrealm.org/StJohnEvangelis/Register
New link: https://onrealm.org/StJohnEvangelist/Register
Or, if you've already registered, go to:
https://onrealm.org/StJohnEvangelist.
So please update your web browser bookmarks accordingly! Thank
you!

Now Hear This

St. John's is equipped with a loop system for
hearing aids. A loop system provides a
magnetic, wireless signal that is picked up by
your hearing aid and which greatly reduces
background
noise,
competing
sounds,
reverberation and other acoustic distortions. To
activate, simply set your hearing aid to "T" for
T-coil (telecoil).

The Zabriskie Memorial Church of Saint John the Evangelist

The Choir School of Newport County

