The Evangelist
September 15, 2019

We are ready for you at St. John's!
Sunday: Low Mass at 8 a.m. & High Mass at 10 a.m.
Monday through Friday: Morning Prayer at 8:30 a.m. & Evening Prayer at 5:30 p.m.
Feast Days & Special Services as announced.
Confessions by appointment.

A Letter from Father Humphrey
Dear People, Neighbors, and Friends of St. John's,
Last week I promised some reflections that I began writing last June while
at the conference of the Society of Scholar-Priests, an organization I
helped get off the ground in 2012 as the Scholar Priest Initiative. I had
attended a retreat near the University of the South (Sewanee) at the
invitation of the SPI's founders. I've been happy watching it from afar
develop into a scholarly society, but this past year was encouraged by its
most recent president, Kara Slade, who has been a guest preacher in our
pulpit here at St. John's, to get involved in its life and work again.

I did so reluctantly, because unlike Kara, who has two doctorates and was
a scientist at NASA before entering the ministry, I am hardly qualified to
present myself to the world as a "scholar priest." Nevertheless, "Scholar in
Residence" was one of my titles at St. Paul's, K Street, as I oversaw the
Fellows in Residence program there, so I suppose I can lay some small
claim to the rather imposing moniker.
The Society of Scholar Priests conference was in Princeton, New Jersey

(not Pittsburgh as I erroneously typed in my haste last week - that's
coming up), and I enjoyed my time there very much.
The topic I set for myself, though I didn't share it with anyone there, was
the relationship between the Universal Church and the Local Church, with
St. John's and The Choir School at the forefront of my mind. Here's what
I came up with:
The purpose of the Church is derived from the Church's essence as
one, holy, catholic, and apostolic. The Church of the Nicene Creed
traditionally is divided into the Church Militant, the Church Expectant,
and the Church Triumphant, referring to the visible corpus permixtum
on earth, the holy souls in purgatory, and that "great cloud of
witnesses," the countless saints who worship God and intercede for us
in heaven. I prefer the term Pilgrim Church to refer to the first two and
Reconciled Church to refer to the last one. The purpose of the Church
is thus ultimately to be the ark of salvation through which we are
nurtured by Word and Sacrament in our pilgrimage of faith as we
journey in this life towards eternal reconciliation with God.
While we are in this world, the Church's purpose is to make us holy
through persevering in corporal works of mercy. The Church exists
to equip us for mission and service to the world so that we may bring
others to the knowledge and love of Christ as we journey in
solidarity with all people, regardless of where they might be on their
own pilgrimage of faith.
On the local level, the ark of salvation that is the Church Catholic is
instantiated in parishes, schools, and myriad other ministries whose
purpose is to preach the Word and administer the Sacraments. In addition
to Word and Sacrament, the Church gains credibility and resonance in an
unbelieving world through engaging in acts of service. Ideally, and with
God's help, these acts of service help to form the core identity of a given
parish and function as the primary catalyst for that parish's growth.
From the very beginning, The Choir School of Newport County was
intended to be our primary catalyst for growth, drawing new families and
individuals into the corporate life of the parish through music and
education.
In the Choir School, social service and outreach are at the heart of
our mission. In keeping with the best tradition of Anglo-Catholic social
conscience, the Choir School helps the parish as the people of St. John's

strive to show forth in our lives the faith we profess with our lips and serve
others in Christ's name. Word, Sacraments, and Service are at the core of
any healthy parish.
To expand a bit on what I wrote last June, this may seem pretty axiomatic,
but these truths must be continually placed before our eyes, treasured up in
our hearts, and pondered with our minds. It's not an easy thing to "keep
the main thing the main thing," particularly when a myriad of distractions
exist that threaten to dilute our commitment to mission. The constant need
to focus on institutional development and maintenance can be just such a
distraction, unless we keep in mind why it is that we are putting forth the
effort in the first place: to glorify God and to edify God's people.
When the advancement of an institution becomes an end in itself, it is
impossible to focus on why the institution exists in the first place. We
exist to be reconciled to God and each other through Christ and to
learn how to live together in that reconciliation.
We do this above all simply by showing up, week in, week out, above all
in church but also in fellowship and service. Worship, fellowship, and
service are how we in the Christian tradition seek to live balanced lives. If
we neglect any one of these elements, our lives will become disordered. So
it behooves us from time to time to check in with God and ask: Am I
giving any of these short shrift? What am I getting enough of and what
do I need more of in my life in order to be who God has called me to
be and do what God has called me to do?
The answer to this question will be different for each person, of course,
but we ignore this question at our soul's peril.
Yours in Christ's service,
N.J.A. Humphrey+
XIV Rector
P.S. To be in touch with me at any time, email me at rector@saintjohnsnewport.org, or, to
make an appointment, please visit
rector.youcanbook.me.

Welcome, Baby Curran!

Fr. Humphrey is pleased to announce he will preside at the baptism of Paul
Jackson "Jack" Curran, son of David & Kristine Curran and grandson of
Michael & Nancy Curran, on Saturday, September 14, at 11 a.m. All are
welcome to attend.
Usually, baptisms take place within the context of a Sunday Eucharist, but
the Currans have to fly home to Colorado Sunday morning. Jack's parents,
Jeff and Kristi Curran, are the son and daughter-in-law of former
parishioners Mike and Nancy Curran, who used to live at 11 Pine Street,
but have moved back to West Hartford, Connecticut, where they raised
their family.
This summer, however, the elder Currans were back in Newport to
celebrate a renewal of their marriage vows at St. John's this past Monday,
and they have been enjoying a family reunion in a rented house in the
neighborhood.
St. John's is happy to be their home base for such celebrations.
The Currans invite all their neighbors and friends to celebrate with them as
we welcome Jack into the household of God. The service will be brief and
feature two hymns but no Mass; it will be an old-fashioned "Christening,"
with the liturgy drawn from the 1928 Book of Common Prayer. We hope
to see you gathered around the font at 11 a.m. on the 14th.

The Amado Family Memorial Cope

In 2018, Fr. Humphrey was approached by a longtime parishioner who
wished to do something to honor the memory of her late friend William
Amado (1924-2013), father of our current senior warden, Cheryl Abney, and
her sister Karen McGee.
Since this memorial was initiated prior to the announcement of the McBean
grant and the Capital Campaign, the rector asked the parishioner what she
thought would be a suitable memorial. After looking at some options, they
settled on a rose cope by Philadelphia artist Davis d' Ambly, who among
several commissions through the years, designed the columbarium, the St.
John Shrine, our complete lightweight green set of vestments, altar hangings,
and paraments, and a rose dalmatic and tunicle to match an earliercommissioned chasuble that Mr. d' Ambly had also made prior to Fr.
Humphrey' s arrival at St. John's.
On Rose Sunday in Advent and Rose Sunday in Lent, it is the custom in this
parish for the sacred ministers to enter in a joyful "Solemn Entrance" with the
choir from the West Doors of the church, the celebrant wearing a cope and
immediately switching to the rose chasuble. Over the past couple of years,
this has meant that the celebrant enters as a violet thorn between two roses,

as we only possessed a violet cope (albeit with a dash of rose in the hood) to
be worn along with the new rose vestments for the deacon and subdeacon.
Henceforth, the celebrant will feel as pretty as the sacred ministers who flank
him. Fr. Humphrey looks forward to rejoicing in his new "vie en rose" on
Gaudete Sunday, the Third Sunday of Advent on December 15, 2019, and
again on Laetare Sunday, the Fourth Sunday in Lent, on March 22, 2020.
The best thing about rose vestments is that, properly stored, they last far
longer than other vestments because they are only worn twice a year!
Cheryl just happened to be in the office when it arrived on Wednesday, and
was wonderfully surprised and touched by the generosity of the gesture. May
the soul of Bill Amado and the souls of all the departed members of the
Amado family rest in peace and rise in glory.
Currently, the cope is scheduled to be blessed at the 10 a.m. service on
"Homecoming Sunday," October 27. I hope as many of the extended
Amado family and their friends as possible can join us for this joyful
occasion of remembrance and thanksgiving for the central role this family has
played over five generations in the life of St. John's.

Upcoming

Michaelmas
Sunday, Sept. 29, at 4 p.m.
Choral Evensong & Solemn Benediction for the Feast of St. Michael
and All Angels , known as Michaelmas, will be held on Sunday, Sept. 29,
at 4 p.m.This contemplative service of music features the Professional
Choristers of The Choir School of Newport County and the St. John's
Adult Choir, with organ music. Included are Mendelssohn's "For he shall
give his angels charge over thee" from Elijah, specific to this observance of
the feast celebrating angels; and Howells' celebrated Magnificat and Nunc
Dimittis written for Gloucester Cathedral, a staple of the Anglican choral
heritage of which the St. John's choral program is a part. Also included is a
short Introit by the choirs' director, Peter Stoltzfus Berton, setting a text by
Cardinal John Henry Newman, "O Lord, support us all the day long." A
reception follows in the Guild Hall. No admission fee; a free-will offering
will be received.

St. Peter's Lutheran Church, at 525 Broadway, Newport, presents "The
Conversation Project" on Saturday, Oct. 19, from 10-11:30 a.m. at the
church.
The Conversation Project is dedicated to helping people talk about their
wishes for end-of-life care. A conversation can provide shared
understanding of what matters most to you and your loved ones. this can
make it easier to make decisions when the time comes.
St. Peter's program features:
Tom Gibbons, a two-time cancer survivor
Christopher Joshi, from The Conversation Project
Craig S. Sampson, Esq. with R.I. directives
All are welcome!

Saint John the Evangelist Lapel Pin
NEW! Good news -- we'll still give you a lapel pin for free in church on
Sunday, but during the week, we'll be leaving them in the church on the
honor system at cost for $3 each (or $15 when purchased online through

Facebook) while supplies last.
To purchase a lapel pin, Ordo calendar, or other St. John's items as
available, just put payment in a "St. John's Swag" envelope (available at the
back of the church), and place the envelope in the Alms box in the
Narthex, or in the collection plate. Purchases such as these will go toward
making similar St. John's-specific items available in the future.

In case you missed it, St. John's started distributing these unique lapel pins
(with two butterfly clasps to prevent spinning) last week, for free at St.
John's and available for sale on Facebook ($15) for a limited time.

Reproduced from an 1894 Minton tile at the base of the high altar of The
Zabriskie Memorial Church of Saint John the Evangelist, the pin was
commissioned to commemorate the 125th anniversary of the consecration
of the Gothic Revival landmark building, erected at the height of the Gilded

Age in one of Newport's oldest neighborhoods, surrounded by Colonial
houses.

The design shows the traditional emblem of St. John the Evangelist, an
eagle, with a scroll bearing the saint's name. The pin is exactly one inch in
diameter, neither too large or too small.
This pin is a perfect accessory for any man, woman, or child who wishes
to honor St. John, regardless of affiliation, or as a beautiful collectible in its
own right.

Now Recruiting for Piano Lessons

RISCA Grant awarded; new partnership announced
The Choir School has received a grant of $3,000 from the Rhode Island
State Council on the Arts to further its piano lesson outreach program.
Lessons will be held this fall in a new satellite location in addition to St.
John's!
On Mondays, piano students will take lessons, and have homework
help/activities while waiting for their lessons, at the brand-new Creative
Communities Collaborative space located in the Florence Gray Center at 1
York Street. If you know a child who could benefit from this
opportunity, act now! Word of mouth is by far the best way of reaching
new students, and has brought us the students we now have.
To participate, contact Nikki Vazquez, Piano Program Coordinator, at
choirpianolessonsri@gmail.com today!
To download a flier, please click here, or email this link to a friend for an
online registration form.

Low Masses
There will be a low Mass in the Chapel of the Blessed Sacrament
immediately following Evening Prayer at 5:30 p.m. on the following dates:

Friday, September 13: The Eve of Friday, September 20:
Holy Cross
The Eve of of St. Matthew

A Work in Progress

The Ludowici Tile Company has delivered a shipment of brand-new tiles
that match our existing ones. Approximately 75% of our 125 year old tiles
will be put back on the roof, and about 25% will be new replacement tiles.
Here you can also see a banker's box with tiles decorated on Peter Quire
Day, which will go on the roof (written side down) and remain there for
perhaps a century or more!

St. John's is grateful for your continued patience as our roof project is
ongoing! Please remember to step carefully around campus and be aware
of your surroundings as construction continues.
With the exception of the church tower, the blue area below is Phase 1A,
Roof Restoration, a million-dollar project, which has been fully
funded thanks in part to a generous $916,000 grant from the Alletta Morris
McBean Charitable Trust and individual donations from parishioners,
neighbors, and friends.

The yellow area above is Phase 1B, Exterior Stone Repointing, which we
will be undertaking in 2020. We are still raising funds for the part of the
church tower repointing in blue and for a new organ console. All told, we
are still looking to raise at least $250,000 before the end of 2019
from individuals both within the parish and in the wider community in
order to keep our five-year plan on track.
If you are interested in finding out more about the capital campaign for St.
John's, or want to volunteer to help, please be in touch with Fr. Humphrey
a t rector@saintjohns-newport.org or 401-500-0042. And check out our
Progress page at http://saintjohns-newport.org/progress/.

Candle Dedications

If you would like to dedicate a candle in honor or in memory of a loved
one, please be in touch with the Parish Office to make sure the date is free.
The suggested donation for a candle dedication is $25, although a donation
is any amount is welcome. If you would simply like to dedicate any of the
above candles on the next available date, write which candle and its
dedication in the memo line of your check and put it in the offering plate.
Questions? Contact parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org.

Sunday School

Sunday School resumed last week, the start of a beautiful year! We had
eight kids join us in our celebration to the start of the year. We talked
plans, and reviewed some of the stories we learned from last year, while
munching on some sweet treats.
This year coming we have many exciting plans. The full year's curriculum
has been planned, and will be printed for ease of use. We are going to be
focusing on various Kings this year and will be creating our own method
of judging the actions of each King.
We are also most excited to focus on intergenerational experience that
church life brings. There are many ways we plan to bring together the
youngest of us with all of you, so get ready! Later in the month, you may
just find a special something in your mail slot. Lots more fun to come. In
that spirit, I would like to introduce a contest for you all. Please

participate!
------------- CONTEST! ------------The children would like to write out a bible verse and hang it over our
Sunday school nook. But since we are just getting our feet wet with the
Bible, we thought you could help us. What is your favorite Bible verse
that you think would be a good one to hang over our space?
By September 22nd, please submit (in writing) your favorite bible verse
and either email it to jberton@mac.com or place it in the labeled box that
will be in the Sunday school nook next week.
Once we have all the submissions, the children will read them, discuss their
meaning, and vote on the one they like the best. Thank you for your help!!

For Adults & Older Youth
Rector's Tuesday Book Study
The Rector's Book Study will next meet on
Tuesday, Sept. 17, at 9:00 a.m. in the Rector's
Study in the Guild Hall, where discussion will
continue on Man is Not Alone: A Philosophy of
Religion by Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel. See
you then!

St. John's AED Training

As part of our call to care for the community and congregation, St John's
recently purchased two automatic emergency defibrillators (AEDs) for the
Church and Guild Hall. AEDs are used to help those experiencing sudden
cardiac arrest. While AEDs are designed to be easy-to-use (the units we
purchased verbally issue step by step directions and will only work if they
sense an abnormal heart rhythm), training in their use and the symptoms of
cardiac arrest makes them much more effective.
Training also serves to limit the liability of individuals rendering aid with
them. St. John's is coordinating an AED and CPR certification training
class, the exact date and cost TBD. If you are interested in taking the class
please
contact
Parish
Administrator
Melanie
Ventura
at
parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org or (401) 848-2561.
Training is tentatively scheduled for certain Mondays and/or Wednesdays
in November from 9 a.m.-noon at the Newport Fire Station across from
the Marriott on America's Cup. Dates are determined by number of
signups, so please be in touch if you are interested.

Safe Church Training
Safe Church training is being offered from 8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday,
September 28, at Emmanuel, Cumberland, followed by Lay Eucharistic

Visitor training from 2 p.m. to 3:30 p.m..
Please bring a bagged lunch; drinks, coffee and snacks will be provided.
Please complete the application for a LEV license and email it to Mary Ann
Mello at maryann@episcopalri.org by September 23rd. Space is limited,
so please register your trainees as soon as possible.
To register for safe church training or Safe Church training and Lay
Eucharistic Visitor training: Click here.
Please email Mary Ann at maryann@episcopalri.org with any questions.

Hurricane Dorian Relief

Episcopal Relief & Development is working closely with dioceses in the
path of Hurricane Dorian. If you would like to help provide affected
communities with immediate and long-term support, you can contribute to
hurricane relief effort here: support.episcopalrelief.org/hurricane-relief.

Service Details

Sunday, Sept. 15
The Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Proper 19
Low Mass at 8 a.m.
Celebrant: Fr. Humphrey

High Mass at 10 a.m.
Celebrant & Preacher: Fr. Humphrey
Click here for this week's bulletin.

Acolyte positions available:
Just come to the Sacristy and we'll be glad for your help!
Many thanks to all our altar servers! You, too, can volunteer to
serve
as an acolyte. It's easy; just email Fr. Humphrey at:
rector@saintjohns-newport.org

Supporting St. John's
Would you like to support St. John's?
It's never to late to pledge your support, or to make a donation, in any
amount.
If you would like to pledge your support for St. John's, please visit our
online pledge card here. For other ways to support St. John's, please visit
our
website here,
or
our
Facebook
page
at facebook.com/SaintJohnsNewport.

To give a one-time gift online with or without an account, please click here.
To give by text message:

And always, thank you for your generous support!
Stewardship is a year-round commitment, and we thank you for your
investment in our present and in our future, but above all, thank you
for simply showing up and being who you are, for supporting us in
prayer when you are unable to be with us, and for the love that you
give in so many ways, of which St. John's is merely one recipient and
conduit among many.
To make a pledge: Click here or below:

* To give a one-time gift online without an account, click here.
* To set up recurring online payments through our secure parish
database, Realm, you can register for a new account here.
* To log in to an account you have already set up in Realm,
click here.
* Automated Payments: Check with your local financial institution's
billpay services to set up automated payments to St. John's.
* PayPal online gift: To make a donation through PayPal, click here.
__________________

PLEASE NOTE: TO A "T"
We've fixed our Realm link by adding a "t" to it, so the address is now
StJohnEvangelist (rather than StJohnEvangelis).

Old link: (no longer working): onrealm.org/StJohnEvangelis/Register
New link: https://onrealm.org/StJohnEvangelist/Register
Or, if you've already registered, go to:
https://onrealm.org/StJohnEvangelist.
So please update your web browser bookmarks accordingly! Thank
you!

Now Hear This

St. John's is equipped with a loop system for
hearing aids. A loop system provides a
magnetic, wireless signal that is picked up by
your hearing aid and which greatly reduces
background
noise,
competing
sounds,
reverberation and other acoustic distortions. To
activate, simply set your hearing aid to "T" for
T-coil (telecoil).

The Zabriskie Memorial Church of Saint John the Evangelist

The Choir School of Newport County

